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SECTION IIL 

Confiderations on the Lot of Humanity 
amongfl the modern Nations. 



CHAP. I. 

On ihc feodal government. 

JlI AD. there been no connexion between 
the happinefs of mankind and their legiQa-* 
tion ; had thofe rude covenants which fup- 
plied the place of laws attiongft the birba- 
rous nations, periflied with their manners 
and their cuftoms, it were, undoubtedly. 
Vol. II. B ^ja 



2 AN ESSAY OJ^ 

an? ufelefs talk to make the leaft enquiry iqto 
the ftate of thofe earlier times, which may 
be confidered as the cradle of our modern 
dynafties: but we mufttecolleft, that it hath 
been already obferved that, to fornflfa juft idea 
of thfe'true principles which conftitute the^bafis 
of governments, or rather, of the fpirit which 
animates them, we mud examine attenltively 
the circumftances under which thefe govern- 
ments have been eftablifhed. And^ *what 
people have preferved, more than ourfelves, 
the traces of our origin ? if the French, as 
they are returning from the reprefentation of 
the tragedies of Andromache, or R^erope, 
fliould imagine themfelves to be the riyds of 
the Greeks, they need only enter into the 
houfe of the next notary, and perufe the firft 
deed, the firft inftrument of fale, which may 
fall into their hands, to be convinced, from 
the mention of the words /^, lord paramount j 
Sind vajjalage^ that they are but the heirs of 
the Goths or Lombards. Some young ftudents 
from, the academy, or, perhaps, even from 
the philofophical fchools, are going to beftow 
all the enthufiafm of applaufe on an aftor^ 
whom the public feem to idolize : one mighU*' 
fuppofe the theatre to be filled with the ci^ 

tizens 
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tizens of Athens : in the violence of his 
tranfports, a fpeftator bruifes the arnn of his 
next neighbour: they quarrel, retire, and are 
killed in a duel. Here^ then, are our Greeks 
converted into Sicambrians, or Scandinavians, 
Examine our laws, obfervc our cuftoms, and 
fee how continually prejudice and reafon^ 
politenefs and barbarity are blended together. 
We refemble thofe formidable animals, whom 
it is ndceflary to render tame, and whom we 
behold with more furprize than pleafure : even 
at the fight of their moft innocent fports, our 
impreffions of terror do not entirely fubfide, 
and, t!Qj be afFecled with their gentlenefs, we 
muft think on their natural ferocity. Be this 
as it will, let us not turn away from thofc 
difagreeable objefts, which are going to pre* 
fent themfelves to our view. It is of little 
confequence what we have been, provided 
there be no reafon to blufti for what we are^ 
Is it not much better to have occafion to de* 
plore, than to regret the paft times ? and to 
whatfoever.ftage of our journey we may have 
arrived, is nbt the traveller, who advances 
flowly, more certain of accomplilhing his 
•dcfign, than he who turns backward ? may 
our obfervations, then, far from becoming* 

B 2 x^^ 
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the fources of difcouragement, prove apolo- 
gies for the prefent age, by explaining the 
reafon why it hath not made a greater pro- 
grefs. May we convince thofe unfortunate 
readers, who doubt whether a good govern- 
ment, or an happy fociety can exift, that all 
the focieties and all the governments which 
they have in view, are eftablifhed on the 
principles, and drawn from the manners of 
thofe barbarous nations, whom we fo juftly 
deem the pefts of humanity. With fuch 
materials, was it poflible to raife the mod 
beautiful, and the moft regular of all edifices ? 
and who can efface the firft given impref- 
flions ? The SparUins were abfolute favages 
to the //fi'/^; and the affrighted world ftill 
felt the robbers under Romulus^ amidft the 
deftroyers of Carthage and Numantia. 

Much hath been advanced concerning le. 
giflations; and political eftablifliments enjoy 
their Ihare of approbation ; yet men in ge- 
neral find no law, but in example, no rule', 
but in cuftom. Now, what people fhall fee 
thefe examples, what people fli^U form thefe 
cuftoms, unlefs it be they who are too igno^ 
rant to have any knowledge of proper mo- 
dels, and too favage to comply with their 

ufage? 
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ufage? let us not, therefore, be apprehen- 
five of direfting our fearch towards a period 
too remote, if we wifh to acquire fome idea 
of thofe powerful nations, who, dividing 
amongft each other the weftern part of this 
little quarter of the globe, called Europe, 
are, IQ the eye of philofophy and re^fon, 
the whole world* 

Of the French^ EngUp^ Spaniards ^ and even 
the Germans^ the origin is the fame ; for it is 
of little confequence, whether we are de- 
fended from the SicambrianSy or xhtBruSleri^ 
from the Scandinavians^ or the Vandals-^ 
we are all equally the pofterity of ,tli6fe bar- 
barous people, who have ravaged the earth. 
Here are/ no indigenous nations. Our, an- 
ceftors have all conquered the country which 
we inhabit, or, at lead, if the vanquiflied or 
fubmitting nations continued to be thefoufces 
of a future race, they, notwithftanding, yield- 
ed up their rights,, their cuftoms, and even 
their names to the conquerors. Now, this 
fingle difference in the formation of empires 
is, as it were,, the perpetual eftabllfhmeht 
of all thofe differeniies, which fubfift at pre- 
fent between our laws and the laws of the 
ancients. 

B 3 T^'^ 
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The hiftory of the world doth not ap- 
pear to have prefented us with more than two 
grand epochs, two very diftinguifhed genera- 
tions of the human fpecies ; the propagation 
of one generation arofe from their profecu- 
tions of tillage, and from thofe emigrations 
which arc the confequences of a fimple ancj 
natural multiplication : it was thus that the 
Pbenicians peopled Europe and /^nV^: the 
other generation, iffuing forth in arms, and, 
as it were, by enchantment, from the bofom 
of the ice, and the recedes of the defart, ap* 
proached to devour the labours of the former 
generation, like thofe fwarms of locufts, which, 
whilft none can tell from whence they come^ 
confume, in one night, the fubfiftance of a 
whole people^ The 6rft race refemBled a 
beneficial river, the progreffive iuundations 
of which fertilize even the moft diftant lands^ 
The laft race may be compared to a torrent, 
which fwelling in a night, breaks, over every 
bank, and daflies down each obftacle to its 
paflage. -It is evident that the former race, 
wife and bountiful in their principles, were 
foon corrupted by fuccefs. . . . . Nature, as 
yet young, and glowing with fecundity, was 
too impatient to fatisfy the fpllicitations of 

man- 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. « 

It . 

mankind. Situated, I know not how, in 
thofe places, the moft convenient to their 

4 

fpecies, they inhabited only the gardens qf 
the earth. No violences lefs than defpotifm, 
ambition, civil war, and all thofe too hafty 
fruits, produced by our unfolding paffions, 
could have forced them to fe«k out an afylum 
amidft the burning fands, or on the frozen 
mountains. Is it not reafonable to fuppofe, 
that every nation, inhabiting a, rigorous cli- 
mate, is originally a profcribed people, a race 
of fugitives ? if the palm tree be obferved 
to vegetate with difficulty, in thofe countries 
which are fhaded by the fturdy oak?, or if 
fome weak and ftunted oaks appear amongft 
the palm trees, fay that' they are the whim- 
fical produ(5bions of art, and introduced to 
gratify the curiofity of the planter. Perhaps 
had nature alone bceii confulted, the fir 
would have rifen in Sweden, the oak in Ger^ 
many, the pine apple at Saint Domingo, and 
men in 4/ta. Perhaps too, the human kind 
can accommodate themfelves to different tem- 
peratures, and only become more bpautiful 
and more ftrong, in thofe climates which 
agree with them the beft : for, on this fub- 
jed, as well as on fuch a number of other 

B 4, fub- 
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futgcfts, what is adlually known ? what can 
be aflerted ? it is, however, fufRcient to ob- 
fcrve, that, in the firft age of the worki, the 
eftabliftinaents of people were formed by 
emigrations, and by colonies ^ and in the fe^ 
cond age,, by invafions and by conquefts : 
from hence arife two principles of govern- 
ment, abfolutely pppofite to each other : and 
from hence, alfo, proceeds the entirely new 
organization of political focieties *, not unlike 
to thofc organizations which the philofopheifs 
attribute to the univerfe, where one part is 
aftive, and the other part is paflive ; where 
one part gives, and the other part receives 
the form. Novus rerum nafcitur orde. 

But this new government, this iegiftation 
of the barbarous nations, hath not been long 
more known to us, than their origin 5 and 
yet what volumes have been written on this 
fubjefl: ! all had been read, all examined, all 
reftorcd, all cleared up: the dufty rreafures 
of the cloifter had been rummageci from 
end to end : eve;ry chronicle, and every chart 
had contributed its fhare of information; 
when Montefquieu appeared, and threw new 
light upon the matter : and Montefquieu him- 
fclf hath been fuccefsfuUy refuted. It is^ 
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perhaps, becaufe thefe authors have never 
given fufficient extent to their obfervations : 
like the aftronomers, before the difcovery of 
Dolondus^ they made ufe of ghfTes, which 
could not carry the eye to a neceflary diftance* 
Many writers have confidered only the frodal 
government j and in this examination/ Ci>tfri^- 
magne and the Pr^^rZ? alone were included. 
Others, bellowing all their attention on the 
firft conquerors of the Gauh^ pretend to have 
difcovered, in an army of the Sicambrians^^ 
the prototype of all modern governments. 
Others, perceiving the traces of the feodal 
fyftem, in almoft every law, which hath de- 
fcended to us, confound the different epochs, 
and would perfuade us, that the fyftem which 
exifted at the accefllon of Hugh Capet^ was 
as ancient as the monarchy J as if barbarians 
could have been civilians, and as if every 
written law were not, for that very reafon, 
a modern \vN.(a) The reft, more exad in 

their 
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(a) There are fome laws which were written prior 
to the reign of Charlemagne; but it is to him that wc 
owe the digeftion and amplification of thefe very 
laws. The author of << Variations de la monarchic 
Francoife," Mr. Gautier dc Sibert, of Auxerre, in 
Burgundy, obfervcs, that in the new colleflion of Salic 
laws, this prince augmented the price of compofitions^ 
See vojv 2. p, 54, 
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their enquiries, have imagined that they 
found the end of the clue, and reached the 
origin of the feodal government. ■ 

As it is impoflible to pronounce the names 
of Boulainvilliers^ Dubos^ MonlefquieUj and 
Mablyy(b) without paying the greateft refpeft 

to 

' ■ ' ■ ' % I 

-(h) It is only to a very inconCderable number of 
readers, that any mention of thefe illuftrious charafters 
in the French republic of letters can be neceflary : but 
as in the preceding volume fome flight particulars have 
been given of their countrymen, I flatter myfelf that 
-this note will not be deemed altogether inexcu fable. 

The Count dt Boulain'villiirSi after a finilhed educa- 
tion, pafled the earlier part of his life in the army, 
and quitting it, to adjuft the confufion of his family 
affairs, he indulged every opportunity of mixing with 
an attention to private concerns, a clofe application to 
the lludy of hiftory. Voltaire imagines that he mtift 
have excelled all others, on this fubjcfl, if he had not 
beei^ too fyftematical. His account of the ancient par- 
liaments of Paris is tranflated by Mi*. Forman, and wa& 
printed in 1739, in two oftavo volume3^. An author, 
who declared the feodal government to be the mafter- 
piece of human inftitutions, had reafon to expefl oppo- 
nents. The prefident Henauh and Montefquieu entirely 
reje\fl his opinion, relative to the beginning of the 
French monarchy. Such polite writers couid differ 
from him, without incivility ; but Boulain^vilHers hath 
been attacked by thofe who thought the mildnefs and 
the zeal of chriilianity were not to be united. His 
•* life of Mahomet," a pofthumous Work, and left un- 

' fiQiihe4 
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to their penetration and learning, I fhould 
not havp hazarded any obfervations, unlels 
thefc writers had afforded, by their difagrec- 
ment in opinions, proofs that they were liable 

to 

finifhed at his death, excited fo unfavourable an ide;^ 
of his religious principles, that his memory hath been 
blackened with imputations which, probably, he did 
Jiot merit. 

When Tony, one of the greateft miniHers of the court 
of France, pre/ided over the department for foreign 
affairs, he confidered Jbhe Duhos as a neceiTary acqui- 
lition, and employed Kim in dili^rent tranfaflions of im- 
portance, in Germany, Italy, Holland and England. 
By his condud, during the treaty of Utrecht, he gain- 
ed the charafter of an able ncgociator. The variety 
and extent of his talents, as a writer, are vifible in his 
Works, which, with all their errors, aiford a folid lelli- 
mony of deep learning and refined tafte. The author 
of the age of Lewis the Fourteenth hath, not without 
reafon, commended the ** Reflexions on Poetry and 
Painting," a performance in which Dubos amply atones 
for fome few miftakes, by the diverlity, the novelty, 
and the weight of his remarks. Order and precilion 
are often wanting; yet the writer not only thinks him- 
felf, but makes his readers think. It was {^A'dy from 
what he had feen, and meditated on, that fuch excel- 
lent materials were *raifed into a pleafing llruclure, by 
one ignorant of mufic, unable to make a verfe, and at 
no period of his life, in pofTciTion of a pidure. In his 
•* hiflory of four emperors of the name of Gcrdia-' 
nus, proved and illuftrated, by medals," he fupports . 
%is opinion, in oppofuion to the generally received no- 
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to err, and that even their erudition was not 
equal to the inveftigation of the truths . As 
an examination into every circuniftance, by 
which the happinefs of mankind hath been 

afFefted, 

tion, that there were three emperors^ with much erudi- 
tion, and more modefty. The work, to which the Che- 
valier alludes, is entitled, ** hiftoire critique de Teta.- 
bliflement de la irionarchie Francoife dans les Gaales.'* 
It hath been obferved, that if the fyftem introduced by 
Abbe Dubos, had been raifed on a fubflantial founda- 
tion, he need not have written three perilhable volumes,^ 
.i|i its defence* Perhaps, fome juftice may be mixed 
with the feverity of this criticifm j yet it mull be con- 
feWid, that he hath removed many obflacles to the in- 
veftigation of the origin of the French,. He is of opi- 
tion, that the Gauls invited the Franks to govern them, 
and makes Clovis, who, in the judgment of the moft 
celebrated authors, was the xeverfe of fuch a charadler^ 
more a politician, than a conqueror. Seiides other 
works, Dubos publiihed, in I704> a tradl, entitled,, 
** Les interets de TAngleterre mal enteridus dans la 
guerre prefente," in his account of which. Abbe Len- 
glet is probably not miftaken, when he mentions it, as- 
being very favourably Received in France^^ but. niaking 
no irapreffion on the Englifiu 

Abbe de Mably, the elegant and learned author of 
** Gonfiderations fur le Grcce ;" " Droit publique de 
I'Europe j" " Principes des negociations ;" ** Obferva-. 
tions fur Phiftoire de France ;" " Entretiens de Pho* 
cions;" ^c. is, if I miflake not,, flill living; bui 
Montefquieu is deads and if,, in the pidure of thia 

iUuftrioijLa 
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aflfedled, is the objeft of this work, there 
muft be a particular propriety in remarking 
what was the general fpirit, which adluated 
the barbarians, who invaded our weftern 
countries. 

We 

iUuflrious friend of man, the reader Ihould perceive the 
glowing pencil of the earl of Cheflerfield> penetrated 
with veneration and concern, he will deem it a more 
than national misfortune, that the lives of Stanhope^ 
;)nd his favorite, were not as durable as is their reputa- 
tion. The following is the paragraph, which the noble 
lord caufcd to be inferted, in the public papers of 
February 1755. ** On the tenth of this month, died 
it Paris, univerfally and iincerely regretted, Charles 
Secondat, baron of Montefquieu, and prefident a Mo'r- 
tier of the parliament of Bourdeaux. His virtues did 
honour to^ human nature, his writings, jullice. A 
friend to mankind, he afferted their undoubted, and 
unalienable rights with freedom, even in his own coun- 
try, whofe prejudice, in matters of religion and go- 
vernment, he had long lamented, and endeavoured, 
not without fome fuccei), to remove. He well knew, 
and juftly admired the hajJpy conftitution of this coun- 
try, where fixed and known laws equally retrain mo- 
narchy from tyranny; and liberty from licentioufnefs. 
His Works will illuftrate his name, and furvive him, 
as long as right reafon, moral obligation, and the true 
Spirit of Lanjus fhall be underllood, refpedled and main- 
tained."..... .To the few, who are unacquainted with the 

particulars of the life of Montefquieu, an account, tranf^ 
lated from the f rcnch of the celebrated Mr. d' Alembcrt^ 

and 
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We cannot refufe our aflent to thofe folid 
authorities, by which Abbe de Mably thinks 
himfelf juftificd in founding the feodal go- 
vernment, firft, on the alienation for life of 

be- 



and inferred in the firll volume of the Annual Regifler* 
and the eighth volume of the Biographical Di£lionary, ^ 
will furnilh them with much entertaining information* 
1 (hall therefore conclude this note, with fuch anecdotes, 
as have no place, in either of thefe compilations. Dur- 
ing the fatal illnefs of Montefquieu, he was waited on, 
in confequence of an order from the king, by the duke 
die Nivernois : at this ir^terview, the topic, perhaps, 
alfo by command, was religion. ** I have always (faid 
the baron) refpedled chriilianity, arid tnought the mo- 
rality of the gofpel the nobleft gift which the Supreme 
Being could have bellowed on man." When Father 
Routh, an Irifh Jefuit, and his confeiTor, preiTed him 
to deliver up the correftions, which he had made for 
the Perfian letters, Montefquieu gave the manufcript to 
the duchefs d'Aguillon, and, defiring her to confult 
his well-wiihers on the propriety of its publication, 
added ; " I will facrifice every thing to reafon, and to 
religion, but nothing to the Jefuits." This illullrious 
woman, who fcarccly ever left her dying friend, may 
claim the honour of having preferved his writings. One 
day, when fhe had retired to dinner, Routh, after dif- 
mifling the fecretaty, who was the only perfon remain- 
ing in the room, locked the door. The duchefs, un- 
cxpeftedly returning, and hearing the baron fpeak with 
great emotion, infilled on being admitted. As ftie up- 
braided Routh with the barbarity of tormenting one ia 

hi$ 
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benefices, or royal domains, made at the 
treaty of Andeli, and confirmed by the coun- 
cil of Paris, in 615, at the coronation of 
Clotaire the fecond : fecondly, on the fervice 

which 

his ^ laft moments, Montefquieu complained that he 
would have forced from him the key of his fcrutore, in 
order to obtain his papers. Routh pleaded, in his de- 
fence, obedience to the will of his fuperiors. He was 
difmifTed, without having executed his purpofes. This 
was the Jefuit, who, after the deceafe of Montefquieu, 
^ublifhed a pretended letter, in which that injured 
writer is made tb declare, ** that it was a tafte for no- 
velty, and iingularity ; a defireto be efteemed a genius, 
fuperior to all common prejudices, all vulgar rules ; 
an inclination to catch at the applaufe of thofe, who 
could dire£l the tide of popular elleem, and who never 
beftoW their praife fo freely, as when they feem autho- 
rifed in throwing off the yoke of dependance and con- 
flraint, which occafioned him to take arms againll re- 
ligion." In the library of Mr, de Secondat, the wor- 
thy fon of this great man, are fix quarto manufcript 
volumes, entitled. Materials for the Spirit of Laws ; 
Arfaces, apolitical and moral romance ; and fome fcraps 
of the hiftory of Theodoric, king t)f the Oftrogoths, 
But the public muft be deprived of thefe fragments, and 
of the hiftory of Lewis the eleventh, all of which Mon- 
tefquieu threw into the fire, by miftake, imagining 
them to be the foul copies ; and thefe, his fecretary had 
burned before In 1758, Mr. de Leyre publiftied " the 
Genius of Montefquieu," a judicious extradl from the 
fine fentiments, which enrich his works. Here, as the 
abridger elegantly obferves, are only links, difunitcd 
from a long chain ; but they arc links of gold, K* 
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which Charles Martel thought proper to cxA 
36I from the pofleffors of benefices; the 
which fervice became, in procefs of time, 
one of the tenures, whereby fuch benefices 
were holden : and thefe difpofitions were fol- 
lowed, and amended by Pepin, and by Charle- 
magne. Thirdly, on the fucceffion of be- 
nefices, extorted from Charles the Bald ; and 
laftly, on the ufurpation of earldoms, and 
feignories, which was approved by Hugh 
Capet,x and his fucceflbrs. But did this feo- 
dal fyftem take place amongft all other peo- 
pie bcfides the Franks ? Did not the feeds of' 
this government exift, according to an ex* 
preffion of the fchools, in potentia^ am id ft 
the firft eftablifliment of thefe barbarians ? 
it feems neceffary that this point fhould be 
cxamined.(f^ 

Every 

(c) If the diflributions of lands, granted by Con- 
llantine, and his fucceffors, to tjie troops appointed to 
guard the frontiers of the empire, eflablifhed a kind of 
beneficiary, and conditional poifeffion ; if other troops, 
quartered within the mere interior garrifons, in like 
manner, received a divijion of lands ; if the armies of 
the barbarians, when they became the allies of the 
empire, undertook to defend it, on the fame condi-. 
tions ; if an agreftic foldiery formed a new order of 

arme4' 
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Every author whom I have cited hath not 
forgottert to go bark as far as Tacitus^ in 
order to fettle his opinion of the conquerors 
of the Gauls 5 but befides that Tacitus is fuf- 
pefted of having fomewhat embellifhed his 
fubjed, and fo painted the manners of the 

Vol. IL C Germans^ 
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^rmed poiTefTors, under the title of Ripuarii^ Latif and 
'Stationarii ; if the diifferent lofTes of the territories of 
the empire, by degrees diiplaceditslihiits, and changed 
into frontiers, the greater part of Gaul^ if the laft 
conquerors, the Franks^ for inllance, did nothing but 
fupply theplace of this foldiery, whom they had driven 
but I if, finding the divifions all made, and a politico-' 
military order quite fettled> they were contented to add 
to thefe, their ancient cuftoms, that is to fay> if their 
kings had kept up that kind of military court, t;hat fe- 
leftion (the fourcc of which may be traced in the man* 
ners of the Germans) of men, attached to their fer- 
vice, ftiled Leudtsy Fideles^, Antrufticnes ; in fhort, if 
this barbarous nation f-etaihed all their fingular ideas of 
H perfoftal valTalage, a vaffalage independent of pro- 
pertieS) may bne hot Cxpeft an ingenious, well con- 
ftedled, and extenfive fyftem, touching the feodal law ? 
yet this will not be the fyflem df Mont^quitu^ of j&^«- 
laiwvilliersy of Mahly^ or even of Dubosy who makes 
t)ie neared approaches to it. tt will be the fyilem of 
the author of Us Origines^* and let me prevail upon the 

reader 

• Tte author of^* Les Origlnesy^ is the Chevalier de Btiat> 
the French plenipotentiary at Drefden^ and late minifier at 
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GerrDans, that they might prove a fatire on 
the manners of the Romans, it may be doubt- 
ed whether he could have been equally well 
acquainted with the government of fo many 
different people, who inhabited the fopefts of 
Germany.(d) It is moreover evident that the 
nations which in vadjed It^ly^ Spaifiy and 5r/- 
tain^ came from a much greater diftance; 
and with regard to the real origin of our an- 
ceftors, we know nothing. What then is the 
point neceffary to be examined ? it is, whether 
amongft all thefe peqple, there hath not been 
fome mark of refemMance ; whether, in their 
conquefts, they did not adfopt a fimilarity of 
conduft; whether it doth not appear that 

* their 
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reader to examine it> in the fourth, and following book 
of his learned work. He will alio find the fame plan^ 
in the memoir of Abbe Garnier, concerning the origia 
of the French monarchy, with only this difference, 
' that the able academician leans rather more to the Ro- 
man origin ; fo that were his pofition granted, the Franks 
might be faid to have fallen on the Gauls^ as drops of 
rain fall oh a piece of water : they, for a moment dif- 
turb its furface, but quickly become identical with the 
whole body. 

(d) Abbe du Bos hath fatisfa^lorily proved that the 
form of government was not the fame amongfl all the 
tribes which compofed the Germanic nation. See Hi&« 
crit. de la monarch. Franc* 
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ihtir eftablifhments arofe on the fame prin* 
cipks^ and contained in fa£t Ibme rudiment 
of tht fcodal fyftcm, 

Amidft an armed multitude^ fome order^ 
fome arrangement is requifite. It hath a 
king, chiefs, and ofHcers s in ihort^ it is an 
army. This army takes poffeffion of a coun^ 
try, in which they mean to fettle* TJiey in> 
mediately fix themfelves in the moft con* 
venient territories, and without making Any 
divifion, or intending that the vanquiflied 
Ihould enjoy acompenfation, by allotments, C^) 
they feize on the domains which ^re neareft 
within their reach •, and tp this are they im- 
pelled by the natural reflexion that invafion 
fpreads terror all around, and drives away 
the people. The prifoners of this war be- 
come flaves, and are compelled to labour; 
flaves are alfo found on the eftates and farms 
of the conquered ; and thefe are employed 

C2 . for 



fij It appears that the Goths incladed the Romans 
in a divifion of IsCtids, in confequence of which, thefe 
laft enjoyed a third fliare, the Goths referving the 
other two fhares for themfelves : this is evident from 
the eighth, ninth, and fixteeiith cities of the tenth book: 
of the code of the Viiigoths. 
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for the benefit of the conquerors \(f) thuSj' 
to borrow the language of a common pro^- 
verb, thty live from hand to mouthy always in 
arms, always ready to aflcmble together, at 
the firft fignal. But as their moments of 
tlranquility acquire a longer duration, they 
begin to arrange, and to fettle themfelves ; 
their domeftic concerns become more intc- 
refting, atnd, left they (hould be too frequent- 
ly removed from the pofllbility of attending 
to them, they agree to meet only once or 

' twice 
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(f) The stuthor of " letters on nobility" imagines 
that the origih of fervitudc amongft the Gauls, may be 
traced farther back than the conquefl of the Franks. 
To illuftrate this fubjeft, he quotes a paffage from the 
commentaries of Caefar, which indeed ftrohgly Tupports 
his opinion. It is in the firft book. "Populus pene 
•fervorum habetur loco*" The fame writer, coniidering 
the great quantity of flaves, attached to the glebe, 

* fuppofes that amongft the Gauls, were large pofleffions, 
as well in land, as in flaves, which the kings probably 
feized on, and which gave rife afterwards to that im- 
menfe dillribution of benefices, fo apparently difficult 
•to account for. Mr. Hume (hift. of Engl. 8vo. p. 226. 
2/27.) informs us that the flaves amongft the Anglo- 
Saxons were very nusneroua, and that they were di- 
vided kiH) two kinds ; the houfehoid flav€s, after the 
manner of the antients, and the prandial, or ruftic 
Haves, after the manner xjf the Germans, Spcllm. 

Glofs. in verb, fervtis. 
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twice within the year. Such an. affembly is 
iht field of March, amongft the Franks -, and 
fuch aMb is the IVittenagemot amongft the 
Saxons. Is war in agitation ? all the Franks 
repair to the field, of March. Is the com- 
plexion bf the times more pcaceabk ? the 
principal officers, the great men who compofe- 
the court of the king, and fome chiefs, near- 
eft to the fpot, are the only perfons who at- 
tend this meeting. By little and little, the 
families multiply ; ftrangers intermixing are 
confounded with the natives ; whilft the van- 
quiftied are impreflcd with terror, the con- 
querors melt into humanity, and the laws a,ad 
cuftoms of the firft begin to prevail.. Theic 
magiftracies are not entirely the fame^ biit 
their titles re-appear under new terms, and 
inftead of thofe barbarous namcs^ Grapbion^ 
Thungin, and Racbimbourg, we read of Dukes^ 
Count j^ and Cent enter 5.(g) Some countries 

C g at 



Cg) Thefe aflemblies were filled the field of March, 
or the field of May, becaufe they were holden in one 
of thofe months, in the open air, and on a plain, fuf- 
ficiently extenfive to receive fuch great numbers, as en- 
joyed the privilege of being prefent . ..... The Wit- 

^n^ge^\ot, qi (for fuch is the fignification of th^ wor.d) 

tb<i 
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at a diftance from the parts, where the arhfiy 
were ftationed, or through which they marchr 
ed> not having been fubdned in the firft bat- 
tleSs fubmit thennfelves under the Goniirmationi 
of a treaty, which,, on their fide; is but half 
voluntary* Many privileges are either grant- 
ed, orpreferved: one language re-afts upon 
the other language, as do the manners of the 
conquering nation upon the manners of the 
indigenous nation. The Franks appropriate 
to themfelves fome thines which were peculiar 
to the Roman-Gauls^ and thefe, in their turn,, 

adopt 

the aflembly of the wife m«n, was a national council,, 
whofe confent was ncceffary to the ratification of alt 
laws> and every ad of public adniiniftration ..... The 
tjraphions were, at the fame time» captains and 
judges over the inhabitants of their particular dillrift* 
Thefe, and the Thungins, who, (if I ijiiftake not) 
were their lieutenantSj, or deputies, were ^ffifted, when-* 
ever they kept their courts by feven aflefli)rs, or Ra-' 
chimbourgs, always feleftcd from the fame nation, ta 
which the perfon proceeded againft belonged. Thefi> 
afTeffors were the njoft eminent citizens,, who declared 
the fentence, whilft the chief of the tribunal only pro- 
nounced it, K. 

The titles of duke and count had been adopted fiK>n!i 
the time of Conftantine. They were generals wha 
commanded at the frontiers, and who kept on foot an 

armed 



i 
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adopt other things from the Franks. The 
Franks, defiraus of having laws, form haftjr 
compilations, in which one portion of their 
own legiflation, and another portion of the 
Romai) legiflation are rudely intermingled. 
The Gauls, equally defirousof being placed 
near the kings of the Franks, claim the pri- 
vilege of affifting at their councils', and en- 
joying a fhare of the honours; whilft the 
Sicambrian king afllimes the patrician gown, 
the citizen of Gaul, armed with his Fran^ 
cijquey or battle-axe, dignifies himfelf with 

. C 4 the 



armed body» to whom they h^d ceded the lands around 
their quarters. See •* hift^ du has emp." v. 1. p.* 529.. 

As to the origin of laqds given inilead of pay, as 
Hipendium, or feodum , that is traced back as far as 
Alexander Sever us. See hill, du has emp. v. 5. p. ^^9, 

This hiftory of the lower empire (tranflated with fi- 
delity, and elegance, into our language] is written by 
Mr. le Beaa> ProfefTor Emeritus, in the univerfity of 
Faris, and perpetual fecretary of the royal academy of 
infcriptions, and belles lettres. Death hath difunited 
a ** par nobile fratram :" I think it is to the late bro* 
ther of this gentleman, who was alfo a member of the 
fame academy, that the public is indebted for an 
edition of Horner^ and the orations of Cicero^ with 
2Mtes« K. 
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the title of Leude.[h) Thus, the greater 
part of thefe changes in the moral:, as in the. 
phyfical fyfteoi^ is brought forward by im- 
perceptible gradaxloDS,^ by thofe Kttle circim- 

ftances, 

(h) It is evident, from the laws of the Franks, anj 
from the flrongeft authorities, that feveral Romans or 
, Qauls enjoyed the title of con^panionb to the king, and 
that they filled conjunftively with the others,, the moll 
important pofts> and this, not only on account of their 
dignity, but the influence which Uiey maintained in th« 
diredlion of public affairs. ' The author of ** letter5 
CiJ nobility" confirms this circumflance, by feveral ex- 
amples.. (See letter 2.) It is true that the difference^ 
which the laws made between the compofition for the 
murder of a Frank, companion to the king, and of a 
Roman, inverted with the ftme h.onour,, fuipciently 
prove^s that there was not, at any time, 9 parity be- 
tween the two nations. But Abbe de Mably hath ihewn 
that this kind of difparity either could not have kfted 
Jong, or ceftfed to be humiliating to the Romans, iinee 
they were at liberty to incorporate themfelves with tlie 
conquering nation, provided only that they declared, 
their rea<Jipefs to yield obedience to their laws* 

I cahoot in this place avoid obfcrving how much the 
carlied: times of our hiHory are involved in darknefs; 
for whiift Montefquieu ^od Mably confi;ne the title gf 
Leude» to thofe Fidelcs,^ or Antruftiones, who were thei 
companions of the king, we read in Chante^eau, th^t 
this word fignified the people \x\ general, and that, 
nlfp, by the expreffion,. Leuth, in the Germaij lact- 
guage, is meant the people. This opinion isjupportqd 
fe^S ;?iultitudc of quotations. Sec Crig. dcs fiefs, ch. l\ 
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fiances, which efcape our obfervation, and 
which appear the more inconfiderable^ the 
nearer they are placed to the circumftances, 
which refult from them. 

If we admit the opinion of the ceunt dc 
BoulainvillierSy the Franks were all equal, and 
their king was no more than the chief of a 
troop, formidable even to himfelf : if wc 
believe Abbe du BoSy whofe fentiments on thi$ 
head are, unfortunately, the fentiments of 
the majority of our ]awyers,(i) the king was 
the fole mafter of the nation, the fole pro- 
prietary of invaded lands, in confequence of 
which, every fubjeft who obtained an allot- 
ment of thefe lands, was. indebted for it ab- 
folutely to his munificence.(^) Confult Jbhi 



(i) One cannot perceive without concern, that every 
attorney general, every follicitor general, and even Mr. 
d' AgueJJea^ himfelf, eftablifh it as a principle, that the 
maxim, nulle tevre fans fei^neury is general in the law of 
prance ; and that the lords always hold their fiefs de- 
pendant on the bounty of their kings, from whofe gift 
^nd diftribution all hath proceeded ; as if it w^re not 
neceflary that previous to their giving every thing away, 
they muft have ufurped every thing. 

(k) Prefij^ept Henault feems to have embraced a 
middle ppilaion ; he leaps piore to the authority of the 

kings. 
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de Mably'y and he will tell you that the go- 
vernment of the Franks was democratical. 
Confult Pnjident de Mmtefquieu^ and he will 
obJerve ta you, that nobility exifted evea 
amongft the huts of the Germans, Might 
we not, ia imitation of divided republics,. 

choofe 
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kings, than BjoulainvillieK^,. but he doth not acknow- 
ledge any nobility prior te the thii;d race of tjie Erencli, 
kings. 

Chantereau» an authof of the laft century,, and in^ 
tendant of tha fortifications of Picardy, &c. though 
deeply IkHled in the antiquities of his country, muft be- 
read with fome allowances. Many curious manufcripts*. 
drawn up by this writer, are in the library of the king; 
of France. (See bibliotheque de le Long.) Ijt feems 
extraordinary, that after fuch Icg^rned refearchcs, Chan- 
tereau fliould have fixed the firft introdutSlion of here-* 
ditary fiefs, pofterior to the acceffion of Hugh Capet. . . ». 

If I miftake not, the Mr. d*" 

AgueiTeau, to whom the chevalier alludes, was, firft, at- 
torney-general, and then, follicitor-general, in the- 
reign of Lewis the fourteenth, and in two years after 
the deceafe of that prince, appointed chancellor, by 
the regent. At his entrance into bufinefs, he led off in 
fo diftinguiilied a manner, that the celebrated Talon^ 
prefident a mortier, obferved that he only v/ifhcd to 
eiid, as d' AgueiTeau began. His abilities were exceed^ 
ed by his humanity, and the Parifian who hath heared 
of the fevere winter of 1709, and the extreme famine 
which attended it, muft have been told,* that it was this» 
patriot, who relieved the diftrefTes of his country, by 

enforcing 
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f 
choofe fome foreign poWer, for our arbiter ? 

let us, at leaft, 'avail ourfclves of indudion, 

and analogy, thofe nf^^^ry fuccours to him 

who endeavours to pervade the obfcurities of 

hiftory. 

A barbarous affemblage of people, nations 

iiTuing from the north, conquered England 

and 

enforcing obedience to ufeftl, but forgotten laws, and 
expofing to an immediate, and reafonable fale, thoie 
quantities of cori^, which wretches, who feek for profit 
umidft the miferies of the public, had ama/Ted together- 
When the famous Mr^ Law firft made his propofals, the/ 
were, through his means, reje.Sled. The fecond at- 
tempt of this adventurer reverfed the fcene. His pro- 
jefl was adopted, and d' Agueffeau not only loft the 
feals, for haying firmly oppofcd it, but was banifhed 
to his eftate. The chancellorfhip was afterwards more 
than once reflored to hiijti, and taken from him. He 
died in 1752, when he was entering into his eighty^ 
third year.. The infirmities, natural to fo advanced aa 
age, prevented him from executing^ the duties of his 
office ; bat in recompence for Ms fervices, he was per- 
naitted to retire, with all the honours annexed to his 
former dignity. His works compofe fix quarto vo- 
lumes. His defign wa,s to have eflabliflied an entire 
confonftity in the execution of the ancient laws, with- 
out ^hanging their fundamental principles, and to have 
added whatfoevcr inight be wanting to their amend- 
ment. Previous to the alteration of our calendar, he 
ym^ confulted on this fubjed, and the judicious remarks 

whi^h 
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and Scotland. Other nations eftabliflied them- 
felves in their prdpcr climates, where they 
founded empires, which exift at prefent^ 
Let us examine the accounts of Hume^ and 
Robert/on^ thofe intelligent authors who, con- ' 
tinually enlightened by the torch of criticifm, 
have explored the traces of the firft fyftem of 
government, to which their country fub- 
mitted •, and here, let us carefully obfcrve 
whether this fyftem, difcoverable in the an- 
nals of thefe infular people, hath a more ori-. 
ginal air, and prefcnts a purer image of the 

primitive 

which he tranfmittcd to England, greatly encouraged 
the intention of introducing the new ftile, although it , 
was not executed until fome years afterwards. 

The Prcfident Henault is the author of «« abrege chro- 
nologique de Thilloire de France," fo fliort a work i% 
feldom found fo foil of information. It is an excellent 
model., frcip which few good, but many bad copies 
have been taken. The beil intimation is the hiftory of 
Spain, by Mr. Maccjuer : this gentleman had grea,t 
abilities, and as the prefident aiTiiled him, fuccefs waff 
certain. The talents of Henault were not limited tQ 
one fubjeft : the French theatre is indebted to him for 
the excellent tragedy of Francis the Second j and his 
ballad-farce ** les chimercs" abounds with more wit, 
than is generally thrown into the ^^ concord of fiveep 
founds^'* and muft have pleafed, though in a lefs degree^^ 
without thofe graces which it received fpom the flwUii^^ 
of the duke de Niverno^s. ^, 
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primitive IcgiQation -, for the Gauls already 
civilized, already under fubjeftion to the 
Roman laws, could not have acquiefced under 
the laws of the conquerors^ without modify- 
ing them, without re-afting in fome manner, 
on the power which opprefled them ; where- 
as the rude, ignorant, and half-favage Bri- 
tons were unable to recover, by the influence 
of their political opinions, the empire which 
force had juft feized from them. Let us,' 
therefore, hope to gain fome information from 
this quarter, and enquiry, in particular, 
what was the government of the Saxons. 

Chieftains^ that is to fay, generals, or chiefs, 
have the command of whole tfibes, called 
tJans ; of thefe c/ans^ they are the protcftors, 
and the patrons ; they prefide over, and go^ 
vern them: thefe chiefs are ftiled Thanes j 
that is, nobles, great, illuftrious: by their 
more antuent Latin titles, they are called 5^- 
4rap^ej Principts^ Optimates^ Pro€eres. On the 
whole, therefore, it appears that the confti- 
tution is far from being either purely monar- 
chical, or purely democratical. The aflembly 
of the great alone, and not of the whole na- 
tion, compofes thtTVitUnagemoty or the dates 
general. Amongft thefe people^ as in France^ 

were' 
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were freemefty and ferfs, or flaves^ The free* 
men ftiled Ceorles(l) feem to be of the fame 
brder of citizens with thofe who, at the efta* 
blifiiment of feignorics, in France, were ex- 
cepted from thefe ufurpations^ and remained 

under 
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fIJ The word Ceorle fignificd labourer, cultivator* 
The German word Kerl hath a good, and a bad mean* 
ing, like the French word iirole^ which is, probably, 
derived from it. Un drele bten batty a well made fel- 
low. Un drole qui meriterdit d* etre punij a faucy fellow* 

In its more ancient fenfe, Kerl iignified a warrior, an 
hero. This is the etymology of the word Carle, which 
in the Ceiti: language was pronounced Karl. See Pel* 
loutier, hid. des Celtes. 

In our language, this .wor4, iince corrupted into 
churly means a rough, brutal perfon* Gay^ and Bentle^ 
ttfe it; and before them, Milton i 

* " The carle beheld, and faw his guefl 

*« Would fafe depart, for all his fubtile ileight.'* 

it occurs frequently in Chaucer, and fignifies hra^ve^ ro- 
hitfiy in fome paflages of that poet. The common 
people of Northumberland, ftill keeping the idea of a 
term, implying fuperior ftrength, ufe it to exprefs ^ 
male fpecies, as a karl-cat, karl-hemp. 

This hiflory of the Celt^y by Mr, Pellouiier^ paftor 
of the French church iit Berlin^ appears to greater ad- 
vantage, in the new edition, by Mr. de Chiniac, a^vocat 
au Parlementy who hath not only inferted the hiilorical 
culogium of the author, from Mr. Formey^ but enriched 
it with additional notes, and, which were equally 
wanting, ccrrcdtions of the llyle. K. • 
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under the immediate authority, and conduft 
of the counts. Of the Serfs, there were two 
kinds i prasdial, and domeftic. We may 
perceive alfo from the laws of Alfred the 
Greats that the Anglo Saxons had their hun- 
dreder, or prefiding magiftrate of a divifion, . 
not unlike the Tbungins. Thus far the po- 
litical fyftcm of the two nations was tolerably 
«xa6t, excepting that in France, the manners 
and legiflation of the conquered maintained 
a more conliderablc influence over the man- 
ners and legiflation of the conquerors ; and 
that the ancient Franks, being continually 
engaged in war, were obliged to remain 
longer in arms : and hence, perhaps, arifes 
the difference between the JVittenagemotj and 
xht field of March. The Franks, always at 
war, were under a necelfity of aflTembling in 
the field of March^ that they might be re- 
viewed. The Saxons, enjoying tranquility^ 
and without enemies, attended to their par- 
ticular affairs, and left the decifion of pub- 
lic matters to the great. 

Let us now examine the fyftem which pre- 
vails, even to this day, in the countries of 
thefe fame conquerors, namely, Ruffia^ and 
Poland^ the reader mufl not be furprifed that 

« 

two 
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two fuch different governments are brought 
together. In Ruffian the Great, opprefifors 
of the people, are, in their turn, opprefled 
by adefpot: in Poland, the Great have de- 
livered themfelves from that tyranny which 
they, neverthelefs, excrcife againft others j 
but to whatever part we direct our view, we 
Ihall perceive Thanes, Bojars, ov Palatines \{m) 
their names are immaterial; Ible mafters, 
fole poflcifors of the lands, fole fharers in 
the concerns of government, it is with re- 
luftance that they permit a nation of (laves, 
to enjoy a part of thofe necelTaries of life, 

in 

(m) The Bojar^ or Boyard, in Ruffia, is not la title of* 
nobility, but a name acquired by the enjoyment of any 
poll ; as having been a member of the privy council. Set* 
"The Palatines of Poland, including four officers of 
Hate, who rank with them, are in number thirty-feven. 
In war,, they march at the head of the nobility of their 
ipalatinates : in peace, they prefide within the courts of 
juflice, and pronounce fentence : they fettle the prices 
of goods, arid provilions brought to the market, ex- 
amine weights, and meafures ; and protedl the Jewfi. 
When abfent, during the feflioh of a diet, or on any 
public occafion, the bufinefs of the palatinate is en-> 
trufted to the Caflellans, an order of fenators, without 
legiflative powers in time of peace, but afting, during 
war, .in confequence of a general fummons, as Pa- 
latines, K, 
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in the .produce of which their labour hath 
affifted.C«^ I can believe that the Germans 
really were the free and vcrtuaus people, de- 
fcribed by Tacitus ; but I muft prefqme to 
doubt, whether thefe were the Germans, who 
conquered the weftern countries s and as long 
as I perceive that Denmark, Poland, Ruffia, 
and even Tartary,f^) abound with traces of 
the prinr/itivc government of the Barbarians 5 

Vol. II. D whilft 

— ~^ 

(n) Thp Weregylde, or price of blood, ftill fubiifts 
in Poland, where, if one lord kills a peafant, who is 
the Have of another lord, he is only obliged either to 
prefcnt him with as valuable a flave, or purchafe an 
indemnity for fome trifling compenfation. 

(0) A ftrikihg inftance of the feodal government, la 
all its purity, ftill exifts in the Ukraine ; and is pr^- 
cifely fuch as it muft have been in its primitive ilat^. 
The Czars gave this province to the Co/Tacs, on con- 
dition that they ihould cultivate it, and alfo be obliged 
to ferve, whenfoever it might be required. There is 
no eftabiifhment, no legiflation ; the whole confifts of 
military forms. This province is divided into feveral 
regiments, which ^ompofe many diftrifts. Each com- 
jpany becomes a village, fubjed to the orders of a cap- 
tain, who, in his turn, is under a colonel refiding • 
within the place. The€Ietman, or chief, lives in a 
kind of capital, which is an entrenched camp, where 
a certain number of horfe and foot are maintained in 
conilant pay. The reft labour and cultivate the ground 
under the fole condition of appearing in arms, on all 
ncceflary occafions. 



\ 
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whilft ftmidft thcfe traces, L difcovcr an itadi 
mate conncdioii with fafts, the invcftigation 
©f which, is my prefcm objcft, I Ihall be in- 
clined to think, that the road which I have 
taken, is the road t)f truth. Would we, in 
general, acquire fome idea of the feodal go* 
vctnment, as naodified by Charlemagne, and 
his fucceflbrs ? leu us ftudy the public law of 
Germany. Would we gain ibme knowledge 
of an anterior feodal government ? Ietu« read 
the hiftory of the people of the North.^p) 

Icarf 

•■ ■ '■ '■•-'»-■- ■ ■ ■ 

(p) Mr. dc Voltaire (Hift. Gen.) difcovers tlie feodal 
government even amongfl the Timariots, or Zaimats,**^ 
of the Turks. ,He imagines that this form of govern- 
ment was always peculiar to the Weflern Tartars ; and 
very juftly obferyes, that Tamerlane introduced it into 
the Indies, where are flill the great yaffals, tyrants it, 
their different diilrids, but fubjeft to the Mogul, und^jf 
the feveral titles of Omra, Raja, and Nabob* 

It may, perhaps, be coniidered as needlefs to deduce 
all thefe eftabliihments from the fame original, iince 
they appear to refult naturally from a government 
founded in right of conqueft, Thaf I^ernando Cortes 
difcovered foch an eftabliihment in Mexico, is a iingu- 

» lar 

• ne tenure hy tvhicb tbefi hold their ^imar^ or aloiment 
ef land from the Grand Seignior, conftp of afet^we in nvar 
Mborfeback, and an acknvwledgement of one Unth of their 
revenue. ..... the Omrahs are the great ntiUtary officer J9 

the Rajas are the pagan princes^ and the Nabobs are the 
'Viceroys. .*•••• K* 



/ 
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J can hardly giyc up this diftinjftion of thp 
feodai goveninient into two epochs^ as ijt 
^ems to thro\^ ^ more philofophical light 
over the firft ages of oqr hiftory^ and to fur- 
pifh ^s with a more cxtcnfiw, and general 
profpect of the condition of mankind, dur- 
ing thefe times of ignorance. Without ex- 
finining, therefore, whether the word /?W 
originally fignlfied all land granted as pay, 
.asfubfiftance,fj') the which etymology would 

D 2 authorife 



Wk 



. lar Vircumftance. There, zt in Germany, the g^eat 
vaJlTals enjoyed the privilege of ele£ling the emperor $ 
a privilege which may be equally traced in the king 
eledlor of Bohemia, and the king eleftor of Teleuco. 
See Antonio de Solis. 

Mr. de Volfaire, the Proteus of. literature, of vi^hom 
jevery re^d^r mull have heared, isr not to be defcribed* 
It is fcarcely pofTible to difcover a department of mq* 
dem authors, where he^s miffing. So various are the 
tendencies, and the merits of his performances, that it 
wQuld be equally difficult, ^t one moment, to praife 
him too extravagantly, and, at another moment^ to 
cenfure him too feverely. K. 

(f ) Such is the opinion of Cha^tereau^ (See Origines 
des fiefs, 1. k c}i. z.) He imag;neis that the word /^-c^ 
hath been improperly tr^nflated itneficiumj and th^t 
fradiuifi would have been a better cooijtrudlion. It 
feems, however, that bfneficium was ufed by the Ro- 
mans themfelves, to fignify lands granted to the foldicrs 

as 
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authorife the affignmerit of a ftill ttior^ art* 
cient origin to the feodal fyftem, it will be 
fufEoient to obferve, that this government, in 
its fecond epochs that is, in its diftribution 
of fiefs, as regulated ' under the Capetian 
kings, could only havearifen from a govern- 
ment fiiinilar to that which exifted during the 

firft 



^■^h*! 



as pay. (See the ftate of the empire, andDu Cange voc. 
beneficium) BruiTel fuppofes that feodum was, i>nder 
the fecond race, fy nonimo us for heneficium, of which 
he inferts proofs. (See b. i. c. 5.) 

I would beg leave to afk, whether the granted lands 
were not, at firfl, filled munera^ and whether they did 
not preferve that appellation, fo Idijg as they were 
holden only at will ? Beneficium feems to fignify a grant 

■ for life, and, if Spelman be right, was called feody , 

when rendered hereditary. I canliot inform the 

reader to which ftate of the empire (notice de renapire) 
xny learned friend refers ; it ib probable that he alludes ' 
cither to the " Impefium orientale*' of Banduri, a cele- - 
brated Italian, or to " Notitia utriufque imperil, in 

Grarvii thefauro, torn. 7." Mr. Bruflel publifhed 

his •* novel examen de I'ufage general dcs fiefs en 
France," in 17,27. It is an hiftcry of the feodal fyftem, 
during the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and four- 

. teenth centuries. The beft edition of the •* Gloflairc 
de la bafle latinitc," by du Cange, a learned writer of 
the laft century, and treafurer at Amiens, his native 
city,' is thatpubiilbed, with a fupplement, in 1766, by ^ 
Ahbc Carpentier. Ihe joint efforts of two fuch pro?^ 
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firft epoch ; that it was in itfelf military and 
cfppreffive ; that it naturally inclined to a 
barbarous ariftocracy ;(r) and muft in the 
end have unavoidably deftroyed every idea of 
liberty and property. In Great-Britain we. 
may perceive chieftains and thanesy abfolute 
lords o\ er immenfe tribes, tyrants of a whole 

D 3 pro- 

found antiquarians have certainly rendered it a work 
of great merit ; yet, were it otherwife, it might feem 
unfeeling to condemn it : the literati who drudge thrO* 
life, in the dufty chace of obfolete expreffions, arc ra- 
ther tQ be pitied, than difapproved. Had every author 
declined a toil, generally difguftful, the page of hiftory 
could not have been fo much enlightened as it is. The 
amiable modefly of du Cange is more than a {hejter 
againll feverity ; it is a claim upon applaufe. He ufed 
to obfervc, that in *the compilatioti of fuqh humble 
v7orks, as his yftrCy th& only r«(juifit€s were eyes and 
/liand^. K^ 

(r) I wowld willingly conclude this chapter^ without 
any mention of ^he adventure, in which Clovis was 
concerned, when he could not obtain from one of his 
fotdiers a vafe which he was delirous of reftoring to St. 
Remy, In fa<fl, this hiftory is become the common 
topic, pn which all authors have expatiated, and, 
without referve, adjufled to their own conclufions, as 
if the predetermined revenge of a barbarous king, who 
foon afterwards affaffinates his fubjeft, under the feign- 
ed pretence, that his arms were not in order, or the 
brutality of a Sicambrian, without refpeft for his chief, 
^0\iid fcrve as a precedent in law for the eighteenth 

ccnturv^ 



3S ANESSAYON 

province, and kings within the kingdom^ 
In RufTia, in Poland » the cultivator of th6 
ground languifties in flavery, ^vhilft the pro-* 
prietor lives either in indolence, or by pil* 
lage. ^ In France fooie lands are diftribut^d^ 
dre gririted as pay, as fubfiftance, under thci 
<iame eitheif of Sftlie lands,, or of ModiHrri i{s) 

and 



^1 •• 
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century. I cannot, however, in this pkee^ avoid rc^ 
]narking» that the prefaxhptibn of the foldier doth noC 
prove that the gb^ernment of the Fr^k^ was rather de-^ 
inocratical than ariildcratical. It is always difficalt t6 
draiv^ an inference from the military government, that 
Biay be applicable to the civil government,. And be>- 
lides, they Who have belonged to the army, muft be 
jenHble, that however defpotic the military authority 
may be> there are circumftances which frequently re« 
quire great addrefs, and prefence of mind. There ii 
3io prince, or general, who hath not, on fbme occ'a- 
fions, been fourced to feem infenfibte of aiFronts. The 
ilory of the Prufliin deferter is well known; being 
aiked by his mafter^ why he went off, ** bccaufe (faid 
he) yotir afiairs are in too bad a way," ** Wait (re- 
plied the monarch) till the end of the campaign, and 
if my affairs do not mend, vye will defert together.**- 

(i) Salic lands were inheritances^ from a facceffioii 
to ivhich, woihtn were excluded by the Salic law. la 
AUbdial pofleffions, the owner enjoyed a full right of 
property, and dominion, not holden of any fovercign, 
6r fuperior lord, to whom he was bound to do homage^ 
or perform fervice. 1^. 
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and the principal domains, the moft opulent 
poffeffions are given, retaken, lavifhed away, 
and again fnakhed at, under the title of Be^- 
nefiaum : fuch riches were then as precarious, 
as in the prefent times are the pods of mini- 
ikmeSi and the places about the court. The 
civil eftabliihment of the whole nation is 
but the winter quarter of the army. So 
ignorant arc they of the true value of rural 
and domeftic life; fo little do they relifh the 
happinefs of being at once proprietors and 
fathers of a family, that for fome vain titles, 
feme frivolous prerogatives, or the privileges 
of opprefllng others, they barter away their 
itllodium^ or freehold, for an alienable bene- 
fice. 

It tnuft be confefled, that ihortly after- 
wards ufurpation arrived to aid imprudence ; 
but yet within the ftruggle which was to efta* 
blifh firft the property, and next the inherit- 
ance of benefices, they were lefs jealous of 
what was useful, than of what was honour- 
able. In fad, it was not in fuch lands, as 
produced only fome kinds of fubfiftance, but 
in the power, by the means of which, money 
was amafled, that utility refided. The places 
of counts and dukes brought forth^ a better 

D 4 Vi^XN^^ 
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harveft than ill-culttvated fields. Hence arofe 
that avidity with which each ufurped the 

- right of judging; and hence proceeded thofe 
'feignories, eftabliftied in the lands, which 
had been wreftcd either from the royal do- 
mains, or from the jurifdiftion of dukes and 
counts. Thtfreda^ or fines,(/'j were farmed 
by the new ufurpers ; and it is eafy to judge 
with what a degree of activity they muft 
have exerted themfelvcs in the prevention of 
crimes, who acquired a livelihood by fen- 
tences. 

This naturally explains the rcafon why^* 
from the firft race, and during the ftill bar=- 
barous times, the Franks enafted laws fo 
loaden with details, and fo replete with eve- 
ry trifling nicety. In faft, the greater part 

. of thefe laws made up an entry book of pe- 
cuniary fines. It is aftbnifliing that a rude 
and ignoratit people Ihould have had a code^ 
one chapter of which was employed in the 
Specification of the mul6t to be paid by the 
perfon, who (hould have fqueezed the hand, 

or 

(/) The jfredum, in the cpinion ef our jnftly cele^ 

brated hiftorian, Dodlor Robertfon, was manifeflly the 

price paid to the magiftrate for the prote^ion which he 

aiForded agairift the violence of refentment. S.e^ hift, 

of the reign of Charles Y. -vol. v. ^. '^\^ 
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cr the finger of a free woman :(«) onr won- 
der will be increafed, when we perceive that 
this very coUedlion doth not afford one ar- 
ticle, which throws any light upon the pub- 
lic law of the nation. What would the po- 
liticians of the fourteenth century have faid, 
if, when the Salic law decided for Philip dc 
Valois againft Edward the Third, it had been 
obferved to them, that this furtdamental law 
of the ftate opened with a treatife on ftolen 
hogs ? (de furtis porcorum) Were we to exa- 
mine the laws of the Lombards, the Vifi- 
goths, the Burgundians, &c. we fhould find 
nothing except thefe difgullingand ridiculous 
declarations. (a;) It muft, however, be con- 

fcfTed, 



(u) Si quis homo ingenuqs foeminae ingenuae manum 
aut digitum ftrinxerit fol XV culpabilis judicetur. Si 
vero brachium ftrinxerit fol XXX culp. die. Si niamil- 
lam ftrinxerit fol XIV culp. die. 

With regard to the other gradations, the law hath 
given us abfolution. 

fx) I ftiall, however, quote one or two articles. The 
code of the Vi/igoths (I. 2. tit. i.) forbids thepyficians 
to bleed the wife, in the abfence of her hun)and ; and 
fentences them, in cafe of tranfgreffion, to a fine of los. 
The fix th title of the fame law enafls, that if a phyfi- 
uan fhould kill a free man, at a blood-letting, he fliall 
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fcfled, that amongft thefe agreftk nations^ 
our anceftors may claim precedence in igno- 
rance, and ferocity. Whether it be that the 
Lombards and 'the Vifigoths were originally 
a milder people, or that they were cftablifh- 
cd amongft more polifhed nations, it is cer- 
tain that they were in general lefs barbarous 
than the Franks. But fuch diftindbns quick- 
ly difappeared. Charlemagne, by reducing 
all thefe people to fubjeftion, too eafily effcft- 
cd their affimilatioa with each other. Wc 
may at once perceive that from this irregular 
government of the firft,^ and fecond race; 
from that mean aridity which flattered and 
robbed the fovereigns •, from ilite precarious, 
fituation in .which property, at that time„ 
ftood -, from the fury with which cvei^ thing 
was invaded, and felfifhly turned to private 
advantage, whether in matters of war,, or 
juftice, of conqueft, or magiftracy, there 

muft 



be delivered to the rcktions of the deceafed> to bq by 
them detained in fe/vitude. If he hath but killed a 
flave, he fhall only be obliged to furnifh fuch another 
Have. It will readily be fuppofed that this law is falka 
into . difufe. ^ Were k put in force, the faculty, like 
other bodies politic, mull be expafed to a dreadful 
bankruptcy. 
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ftiuft have rejTuUed ihi perpetual alternative* 
df tyranny, oligarchy, ahd ariatchy •, tha€ 
the fpirit of \trar ivas then conftantly kept ' 
alive; irt ftiort, that the pjpople tore eiach 
other in pieces, and that the Idt of huftiani-* 
ty was more miferable than tvet 

And yet it \(^as from hence that an entirely 
hew forhi of government was deftined tdl 
pTocttd'y a form fo extraordteary, th^t thd 
ancients who diicufled, fuppofed and gueffed 
at every thing, have never dreamed of augh't 
like it. This is the feddal government in 
its fecond ftate, in its regularity, and fuch 
as it ftill exifts in our time^. This vaft ahd 
magnificent fyftem, this machine at once fat 
eomplkated, and fo folidj was neverthelefs 
but the efFeft of chance, but the entirely na* 
tural modification of that political' cohilitu-^ 
tidn which preceded it. 

When Henry the Fourth had an immediate 
occafion of the neceflary fupplies, wherewith 
to ,ftop the progrefs of the Spaniards, he faid 
to the proprietors of certain offices : " Is it 
your defire that thefe pofts fhould defcend to 
your children ? give me a funi adequate to 
their value, and I will make them hereditary 
in your family.*' In the time of Charles the 
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Bald, 'matters were not conduced exaftly oei 
the fame plan, and I really , believe that the 
propofition came from the pofleflbrs, or ufu- 
fru6ti1aries j but be this as it will, a fimilar 
ftep was adopted. The conceffion of bene- 
fices always implicitly included an impofitioni 
or fervice : the perfon obliged was to perform 
fervice to his benefaftor ; and it is thus that 
the Staroftiesf/; are ftill given in Poland to 
thofe whom the crown is defirous of attach- 
ing to its interefts. Charles - M artel and 
Charlemagne thought fit to render tbefe ron-» 
ventions explicit, by prefcribir^g, the nature 
and limits of the required feryice. Charlei 
the Bald did that, through fear, which Henrys 
the Fourth undertook folely from necefljty. 
The inheritance was confirmed' to the pofr 
fefibrs of benefices. But, haw were all thefe 
lands, on a fudden, ^converted into benefices J 

ia 



Qj The majority of the Polilh cflates cohfifls of 
StarolUes, which muft be difpofed of by the king, in 
fix months after a vacancy. They are confidered as 
the rights of old military oiEcers, and beftovved in re- 
compence for pall fervices. Hence probably they de- 
rive their name, the word Starcji fignifying advance^ 
age. Each Staroila pays a fourth cf his revenue to tk(^ 
republic. K. 
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in confequence > of that vanity, which ccca- 
lioned the French to facrifice fecurity, either 
to honour, or to opulence ; in confequence 
of claims. Or envy, which, arfiongft the 
Gauls, made it reckoned a point of honour, 
to affifnilate with the Franks, by transform- 
ing the Patricians into Leudes^ and the fena- 
tors into Antnijtthnes\ in fhort, in confe- 
quence of ufurpation:, which crufhing the 
weak, had invaded every little allodiumy znd 
the Salic lands. 

The government feems endued with a cer- 
tain quantity of power, a certain confidera- 
tion, at all times conftant; and which, amidft 
its changes only pafTes from one fituation, to 
another fituation. The kings being debafed, 
the great were exalted. The great, in their 
"turn, took upon them to aft like fovereigns. 
I'he lefs fcrupulouQy they kept within their 
fubordinate relation to the throne, the more 
they exafted from their inferiors. As for 
themfelves, therefore, they found no diffi- 
culty in afiuming the rank of princes, and in 
receiving the homage which they rendered to 
the chief of the monarchy, frdm their own 
dependants. Hence proceeded thofe arricre- 
fxfsy and all the ramifications of the feodal 
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fyftem. Let the reader prclpnt tp hi^ imagif 
fif^iion an inteijd^pt ^rrog^ting to hixnfelf ^ 
abfolpte .aujthftrity over ^ whglp province: 
he will perceive how fpe^dijy each little l/bf 
crptary of fuch g potept^te i? niet^morphofc4 
iptp a fecret^ of ftate ; how fuddenly tjic 
iiabdelegatcs are transformed into cpFnptrol|er|i 
of the ixnan^s > and wia^ v*I^t fj^cij^ty .a£* 
fcjSbrs are turr>cd into prefidents. Whpfoevq: 
hath travellefi through Germany, mpft i>avp 
marked the traces of this infatuation. Should 
jhp prince., w.b0m you h^ve Jeft but fpme 
few days befpre, at Vienna, or ^t .Berlin,. 
4either in. the ^nti-chaipber of the minifter^ or 
iijingpfF^t the head of the gyard, recpivc 
you within his little refiimce^ you cannot finji 
him withput hi$ furrounding court, crp^cle^ . 
with officers pf aU denominations, who are 
qualified with every kind of tide, and fre- 
quently hedizened with iribands. Therie, each 
in.dividual is an c^cer, whether he be a do- 
rteftic^ or a fojdler ; fo th^t in this principa- 
lity nothing is wanting, pxcept a people, and 
lands. • 

The faipe circumftanc^s arofe in Fr^pce. 
The Gri?<?/ eft^bliftied, the npbllity exalted, 
anid, the clergy enriched thepifclvef. The 

people 



f 
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People alone are negkftcd : they were con* 
fidered as the fpoU for which all difputed, the 
prey from which each received his Ihare of 
carnage.^ A judgment may be formed of the 
fituation of the people, under the feodal go- . 
vernment, from the privileges granted to the 
commons :(^z) thefe were the liberty of hav- 
ing their children inftruded in reading ^nd 
writing; of felling^provirions in the market at A 
proper time ; and, what is the moft remarks 
able^ of accommodating profecutions. In 
fad, as hath been already obferved, the dif* 
penfation of juftice, eonftituting one of the 
moft valuable revenues of the lord, a kind 
of contraband trade was carried on, in the 
amicable fettlem en t of fuits. This principle 
^f avarice is alio vifible in another law, pecu- 
liar to thofe times. An enormous capitation 
lax was exacted from the Jews. When an 
individual of th^ Jewi(h religion was defirous 
of becoming a convert to chriftianity, he 
might abjure his errors, if he pleafed, but 
he was obliged to indemnify his lord. The . 
foul, in this cafe, was fnatched from hell, yet 
it was neccflfary, that the lofs of the body 

flioyld 

{%) See *^cMabiy ftrl'hiftbire dc France," vol. 2. 
chap. I. 
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fhould be reimburfed to the community. So 
vehement, at that period, was the paflion of 
adding to the revenue, by every pofTible ex- 
tortion, that a converfion was Gonfidered as a 
bankruptcy, and even Paradife was not al- , 
lov/ed a privilege to protect. Then, might 
have been perceived a ftate without laws, a 
monarchy without chiefs, a king without fub- 
jefts. So multiplied were the boughs that they 
concealed the trunk ; whilft the ftate refem- 
bled thofe briars, which, (hooting forth their 
branches in a thoufand different twifts, en- 
tirely exclude all appearance of the ftem, 
vfhxch fticks to earth. Every law was 
fwallowed up in the abyfs of the feodal law. 
The laws of fovereignty difappeared with 
the reft, and the rebellious fubjeft was no 
longer liable to any puniftiment, except the 
confifcation of his fief.(tf) One barbarous, 
dreadful law alone remained ; it was the law 
of .yrar. All the barons, all the poflefTors of 

fiefs 

■ ■■■I !■ 11 III I m il 11 I I— ^w— »iiMp— — I— — iWiH— — ,^— — — — — 1 

{a) Chantereau obferves, in his treatife on the origin 
of fiefs, that when Lewis the Thirteenth marched into 
I.orrain, at the head of his arriere ban, or i?is 'vaffah^ 
and the vajjals of his tvaffah, to oppofe the progrefs of 
Galas, the Imperial general, the majority of the gentry 

per- 
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fiefs were authorifed to proceed to combats 
agalnft each other, atid even againft then: 
Tovereigns, whenfoever their feodal rights 
could not be otherwife determined. Juftice 
preferved- a profound filence, and entrufted 
her decifions to a duel': How worthy of futh 
ferocious men was this judgment ! 

Vol. IL ' E Yet 

■••••' » ^ - - - -. ■ 

.perceiving that the -campaagn was protfaded to a great 
length, and wearied with having attended the army all 
that while, returned to tiieir own hoines. They were 
proceeded againft by an order from the king, and it 
. was given out that, their puniihment was to be, as in 
cafes of defertion, death ^ btit Chantereau, who was at 
that time councillor to the fovereign council of Nancy, 
maintained that thefe gentlemen, having been obliged 
tb ferve, folely by virtue of tlieir fiefs, could only be 
punifhed by a confifcatioa of fuch Refs, This advice 
'was followed. 

To account for the enormous multiplicity of feoffments 
and fub-feoffroents of every kind, it muft be remarked^ 
that at their firft/ife, the lords were almoft conftantly 
at war, and that then there were no ftipendiary troops^ 
nor any money to pay them ; and befides, if even thei'e 
had been money, all the military troops confifting of 
the cavalry of the houfhold, it was impoffible to en- 
creafe their number, without encreafing, at the fame 
time, the number of vaffals. It was for this reafbn, 
that the rights of the chace, the tolls of the high-ways, 
the market-ftalls, and even the manor-bakehoufes were 
converted into feoffments. (See Bruffel de Pufage des 
fiefs) This celebrated author hath prcfervcd a lift of 



50 ANESSAYON 

Yet fury hath, its bounds j and what is 
called courage hath at ail times been con-, 
fined within certain limits. Perfonal intcreft 
and felf-prefervation fecretly repined at this 
prejudice 5 and our ancient nobility, quarrel* 
fome as they were, foon preferred the arbi- 
tration 

one hundred and thirty gentlemen, who, in the time of 
Miilip de Valois, held as feofFments, penfions from the 
xoyal treafury. He hath alfo clearly proved what 
Mezcrai* aflerted before him, namely, that during^ 
more than three hundred years, the kingdom of France 
was governed as one grand fief; all the relations be- 
tween the fovereign and his fubjeds bearing likewife 

a re- 

* ^he chronological ahridgment of the b\ftory of Trance, by 
Me^eraix a nvriter of the loft century, is pneferahle to his 
larger <work 5 and yet it is in many farts erroneous and con- 

fufed* ^bat the republican fpir it lubich breathes ifhe<very page 

Jbouldy in the opinion of the multitude, ba^ve outiveigbed the 
imperfeSHonsof this author, is not at all extraordinary. The 

generality of readers <will be lefs apt to think ivitb Cbapelain, 
that by too ^uiokntly pleading the caufe of the people, Me%erai ■ 
bath injured indi'vtduals, than to fttppofe ivith Amelot, that 
he bath gi*ven a, Jincere biftory to France, and left behind him 
a lively piShire of ancient liberty. He felt, ho-we-ver, that 
the language of freedom is not airways uttered luitb impunity » 
Colbert, ivbo thought that the Account of the origin of the dif* 

ferent kinds of taxes luas dra^wn ^th too bold a pencil, like 
a true minijfer, took from Mezerai one half of bis penjion. 
He murmured, and loft the other half Perfecution Jharpened 
bis animojity againft e^oery thing ivbicb ajumed the likenejs of 
an excife, and being an unguarded bumeurift, be was ac- 
cuftomed to obfer'ue, that be had hoarded iip too golden croivns, 
coined in the reign of the good Le%vis the ^welftb, ivith one of 
■njohicb be ijoould pur chafe a feat at the Greve, during the exe^ 
cution of fome officers of the revenue, ivbilft nuitb the other 9 

, be (Mould procure liquor, and drink, on the Jpot^ to the future 

i^Q$d confefuences of their punijbment. Ki 
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iration of the clergy, to thofe atrocious de- 
cifions^ in which the conqueror often pur- 
chafed, with his blood, an always barren ad- 
vantage^ The bifliops, who had already ar- 
rogated to themfelves a power equal to the 
power of thp chief vaflals ; who had affifted 
in all the parliaments, ahd fignalized their 
authority by enterprizes againft the crown, 
ftill ufurped the right of judging. They had 
already inteitoeddled with every affair, which 
bore an indired relation to religion; with 

E 2 mar- 



•a relatipii to feofftnent^. Bf uflel grounds this opinion 
pn thefe three efTential points : firft, that the epoch ot 
the majority of the kings was fixed at the twenty-firft 
year, which was alfo the age of the feodal majority*' 
Secondly, that the king might hold fiefs from hisJTub- 
jefts, and bind himfelf under certain conditions, fuch 
as fui^nilhing a man to reprefent him and perform fer- 
vice in his room. Thirdly, that the vafTal to whom 
the king refufed judgment in his court, might arm his 
vaiTals again 11 him, and purfue the recovery of his right 
by force. 

Mr, Hyme (hift. of Engl. 8vo. vol. 2. p. 107.) ob- 
ferves alfo, on the fubjedl of feoffments, that the feodal 
jurifprudence having been univerfally eftablilhed, and 
conilituting the ible jurifprudence, at that time gene- 
rally acknowledged, the, allodial proprietors were foon 
wearied with being expofed to all the too common ex« 
cciTes of thofe barbarous times, and preferred to an ab* 
folate property, fuch a limitted poiTeiiion, as .enfurej} 
to them the proteftion of the fovereign. 
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marriages, on account of the facramcnt; with 
wills, on account of pious legacies 5 and with 
treaties, on account of the oaths, by which 
they were ufually ratified. They, at length, 
adopted it as a general rule, that all profecu- 
tions fell within their province, becaufq of 
two parties •, the one party attacked, and the 
other party defended ; the one party affirmed 
and the other party denied: now, either on 
one fide, or. on the otlier fide, there muft be 

guilt -, therefore, &c This logic is 

better than might be imagined; and they, 
perhaps, who are for tracing error, from 
another fource, rather than from the firft 
principle, were ihore fubtile, but to the full 
as abfurd, as our anceftors. 

Yet, however this miglit have been, it 
happened that whilft the church ufurped an 
authority over the fecular powers, the pope 
ufurped an abfolute authority over the church; 
and as the firft cuftomary progrefs of delpo- 
tifm is manifefted by an aflaulc, fo the .popes 
had no fooner difciplined their n:*ilitia, than 
they attacked the moft refpeftable crowns. 
Hence arofc that feries of wild, but frequent- 
ly fuGcefsful, cnterprizes ; that profufion of 
excommunications ^ thofe kingdoms now feiz- 

ed 



PVBLIC" HAPPINESS.' 5j 

td on, and now diftributed 5 thofe corona- * 
tions ; thofe depofitions ; and all the multi- 
tude of ridiculous and atrocious fafts, at 
which the hiftorian blulhes, and the reader is 
concerned. 

Here, let me reft ; it is not my intention 
to relate the events of fucK unhappy times. 
The pencil of the matter hath already drawn, 
thefe fatal objects. What can be written af- 
ter the effay on general hiftory, by Voltaire? 
It is fufficient for me to obferve, that thefe 
hafty reflcftions have already run over the 
fix firft ages of our monarchy, and that they 
include prccifely the aera, which may be 
confidered as the earlieft vegatation^ the pro- 
greflive motion of manners and cuftoms. It 
was then that each habitude began, that each 
principle received its birth.. Let us call up 
the chief ideas which fhould be engraven on 
our memory : the invafion of the barbarians, 
a barbarous government •,. the ufurpation of 
fome few, the ufurpation of a great nun\ber, 
a general tyranny 5 civil wars eftecmed law- 
ful ; the whole world in arms ; all the earth 
fprinkled with blood; ferocious chiefs, fa- 
tiated with having worried each other, and 
at once the vidtims of abfurd credulity and 

E 3 'in- 
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infamous debauchery, fceking in AJia^ an 
expiation for their crimes; the flower of the 
weftern nations, and nearly all their riches 
periflied on the fands of Palejline -, cultivation 
abandoned; the clergy alone profiting by this: 
gieheral, and blind infatuation^ like thofe 
hai-dened wretches, who rob wherever there 
ai-e fires;' in Ihort, all policy,, divine arid 
^ dvili. violated, and aggravated by turns: 
fuch is the pidure in which human mifery 
and depravity feem carried to their utmoft 
kngth; and it is precifely on this repre- 
fentatioii, that I would fix tte obfervation of 
the reader^ The twelfth century being pafled„ 
the motion is then retrograde : mankind be- 
gin to ftiew fome gleams of hope : they are 
Kke. the difeafed> who^ after the laft ft age of 
a fevet", feel f6me fymptotns of a favorable 
crifis ; yet only recover from a long agony^ 
to breathe for a momcptj, and then relapfci 
The malady which abates but by degrees^ 
feems terrible in its returns, and every figa 
becomes alarming, where coavalefceney is 
wanting, 

' Whilft France was on the brink of de- 
folation, in confequence of civil wars, piety 
came iirft to the affiftance of humanity. The 
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faix du Seigneur j(b) of truce of God gave rife^ 
to a fantaftical divifion of the days of the 
week, fome of which were devoted to a 
peaceful intercourfe, wHilft the reft were k% 
apart for flaughter. Saint LewiSy by the in- 
ftitution of civil laws, equally pious as to 
their intent, moderated the privileges of war, 

£ 4 and 
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(h) The truce of God was eftablifhed under the reign 
of Henry the firft of France, and in the year 1041, it 
was ihrewdly imagined that nothing but the pretended 
interpofition of a miracle, coqld in the leafl have hu* 
manifed barbarians ; and therefore a biihop of Aqui- 
taine, committing a pious fraud, declared that ^ 
angel from heaven had delivered to him a writing, in 
which men were commanded to ceafe from hoftilities* 
As this impofture was praflifed in a feafon of public 
calamity, when even the worfl minds adopt fome faint 
idea of the neceffity of averting the divine vengeance, 
it was naturally received with a degree of rieverence. 
Not to have relieved the tedious hours of penitence, 
with one fweet interval of murder, had been too ample 
a conceffion ; the week was, therefore, abfurdly chec- 
qiiered with days of abftinence arid deftrudlion. Pri- 
vate battles were prohibited by law, from the evening 
of each Wednefday, until the morning of the enfuing 
Monday, in veneration of that portion of the week, 
which the Saviour hallowed with the laft myfteries of 
his life ; but as there were nearly three days, in which, 
the religious compliment was unneceflary, all thought 
themfelves at liberty, during that welcome period, tOi 

" Cry havock I and let loofe the dogs of wan" K,,^ 
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and in fomc meafure, confined \ty wkhin a 
certain reftraint.(f J Philip the fair went ene 
ftep farther : he forbad all perfons to aflume 
this barbarous right, whilll he exercifed W 
"^^himfelf ; and pretended that whenfoever he 
waged war, it was entrufted folely to him, as 
by an 'exclufive powen^^^ The eftablifli- 
ment of >Bailliages,(e) and the progrefs of 
their j;urifdiAions under Saint Lewis, and his 

fnc- 

fcj The ordinance iffaed in 1245, V Saint Eewis^ 
was called the royal quarantine, or truce. It forbad 
the next heirs of the perfon murdered, to revenge his 
death, . until forty days after the commiflion of the 
trime, Whofoever tranfgrefTed this ftatute, was to be 
tried, andpunifhed by the judge ordinary >, as atraitoc^ 
confpiring againl! the public peace* K. 

fdj This regulation of Philip the fair pa/Ted in 1 296 1 
and miferable indeed mull: have been the lot of that 
uation, where it was the general wifh that the fovereigu 
might be involved in, war, left the nobles fliould be fuF*. 
fcred to renew their hoftilities. K. 

(ej As it was not poffible either for the prince to de^ 
cide every caufe in perfon, or confine the determinaiion 
of thenii to one court, Baillis were appointed. They 
held a monthly ailize, at which they beared the com- 
plaints of the fubjefts, and adminillered juflice to eachj 
they watched, alfo, over the conduft of the provofis of 
the nobles, and prevented their fwerving from their 
duty. At the 'expiration of qvery four months, they 
delivered an account of their adminiftration, and of 
the (late of their province, to the royal council. K^ 
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fucceflbrs; theereftionof different tribunals» 
in which the caufes which, were, ufually de- 
cided by fingle combat, were carried thither 
by appeal; enfranchifements ; the privileges 
granted to the commons, the firft reftitutions 
made to injured humanity ; in fhort, the na- 
tional aflemblies, where all clafles of the ci- 
tizens were reprefented, and where they might 
complain of grievances, and demand a re- 
medy; thefe were the retrograde motions, 
by which fuch frenzy approached to reafon* 
And who is there that will not pity the con- 
dition of the people, when he perceives that 
their firft laws arc laws of pacification ? in 
France, we -may obferve the 'peace of God^ in 
England, the peace of the king, in Germany, 
the peace of the public, &c. The firft con- 
ventions, to which it was neceffary that thefc 
Beings, all fimilar, all iffuing from the fame 
origin, fliould agree, were no longer to kill 
each other. 

It muft, undoubtedly, be curious to trace 
the different paths, through which proceeded 
thefe returns toreafon, AhHTeraJ[on(f) hath 

in- 

, , ^^ 

(f) If I miilake not,* the Chevalier alludes to a trea- 
tife, entitled " the application qf philofophy, to every 
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ingenioufly remarked, that in the purfuit of 
methodical fciences, application was all whicl^ 
was neceflary to direft mankind to the dif- 
covery of truth ; fo that in their progrefsji. 
they were condufted from ignorance to know- 
ledge 5, whereas in logical fciences, they were 

Gon* 
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objeft of reafon and underftanding." In this field, 
Teraflbn hath gained more honour, than in his contell 
with the admirers of the immortal Homer. It hath been 
juftly obferved, that his " diiTertation againfl the Iliad,'* 
is full of paradoxes and whimiical ideas ; a duller of 
falfe metaphyfics> in which he coldly analy fes what 
Ihould have been felt with tranfport. " Sethos>'' a 
moral rom^nze^ is written by this author. Although, 
acknowledged to poiTefs great, merit, yet the receptioa 
which it met with in France^ was not anfwerable to his 
expeftations. This work muft, however, be deemed 
"valuable, fo long as the character of the queen of Egypt 
Ihall continue to compofe a part of it. Such a pidlure? 
commands our approbation ; and we are induced ta 
think with d' Alembert, that *^ Tacitus muft have 
admired it, and Plato have called on every fovereign to 
view it with attention.'? Teraffon tranflated with much, 
fidelity and elegance, Diodorus Siculus. He wrote,, 
alfo, ** refledlions in favour of the fyllem of Mr. Law." 
The opulence to which the fchemes of this remarkable 
adventurer had raifed the good Abbe, was unable to 
corrupt the honeft fimplicity of his manners. " I will 
anfwer for myfelf, (faid he) as far as a million.** His, 
intimates would have anfwered for him, at far as twenty 
times thefum. Teraffon died in 1750. K.. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS^ $9 

conftantly obliged to pafs through what was 
falie, before they tould arrive at what was 
truc.(^) This refleftion is not lefs applicable 
to politics, than to philolbphy. To remedy 
abfurdities, what abfurdities have been adop- 
ted! how rotten, how corrupted were the 
pillars, defigned to prop fuch tottering 
fabrics ! 

The feodal government exifted in France^ 
in England, in Germany, and in Italy, nearly 
in the fame degree, and under the fame forms* 
How were thefe dates, by the efFeft of fi* 
milar principles, thrown into fuch diflferent 
refulting confcquences ? thefe are aftoniftiing 
circumftances, Attiidft the.fliocks to which 
England was expofed, the feodal fyilem main-* 
tained its ground : the great vafTals took arms 
, for the prefervation of their rights; thcyren-^ 
dered thofe rights more extenfive, more fa*- 
cred, and more decided : from hence, arofc 
^that government of property and reprefenta* 

tion> 

(gj It may with propriety be faid, that whenfoever 
the mind can make herfelf miftrefs of the truth, the 
woril is over. In this refpe^^ fhe refembles a fwallow, 
which, being confined within a room, ftrikes itfelf an 
hundred times againil the waiofcot, or the cieling, be- 
fore it can difcover the window, which fome 1 aneiicicnt 
hand hath thrown open to facilitate its efca^e. 
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tion, that free and half-democratical goverit- 
ment which fubfifts at prefenr. 

In France^ ftr from maintaining the an- 
cient conftitution, new forms were introduced: 
the ftates generaly (where the whole nation^. 
BQ longer reprefented- by a military arifto^- 
cracy, appeared irithe perfons o£ its. deputies,). 
•^were fubftituted in the place of, or, (if it 'be? 
a more proper expreflion) mingled with the 
feodal fyftem. In the room of thofe ClerkSy 
thofe afieflbrs who affiftcd the Suzeraitiy or. 
lord paramount, in the adrainiftration of 
juftice, fovereign courts were cftabliflied^ 
which, being conftant, and permanent, formed 
bodies of magiftracy, and fooa. became the 
depofitaries of the laws •, the nation was ac- 
cuftomed to frequent affemblies, judges, arid 
laws, and hence proceeded an abfolute mo- 
narchy. 

In Germany, ignorance, ferocity,. diiTen-^ 
tion, and a rival fpirit,. kept alive by the ba- 
lance of powers, were of longer duration, 
than elfewhere ; force decided every thing, 
and amongft the rriembers of the ftate, force 
was the perpetual alternative : where minds 
were fo Iharpened by divifions, no unanimity,^ 
noprofpedl of reconciliation could arife,. and 

hence 



I 



PVBtlC HAPPINESS. 6i 

r 

hence proceeded tjic pttknt Germanic govern^ 
ment, that is to fay, the moft coherent and 
i-egular political fyftem, 

' In Italy, two tyrants, under the pretence 
that.they were l^ucceffors, the one of the defars^ 
-and the other of Saint Peter^ inceflantly con- 
tended for abfolute power; it was for uni- 
verfal monarchy, that they fought: after long 
wars, much fcandal, and numerous atrocities, 
there arofe a multitude of republics, and of 
little tyrants : a government fimilar to the 
government of Greece, during the reign of 
Alexartder and his fucceflbrs. 

Thefe are exceedingly ftrange events, and 
a6liBg in direft oppofition to their principles. 
To account for them, but few words are ne- 
ceflary. In England, the firfl: complaints 
were made by the Great, againft the Crown;, 
in France, the firft complaints were made by 
the Crown, and the People, againft the 
-Great ; in Germany, the eleftion of the Em- 
'perors having been confirmed, it became the 
means of confirming, in its turn; the rank to. 
which all the Great might pretend, and the 
rights, which all the Great were willing to 
maintain ; in Italy, the competition of So- 
vereigns, the viciflitudfs of their power, and, 

in 
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in particular, the inequality between, their 
forces and their claims^ allowed the weaker 
ftates a time to rife, and to fecure themfplves. 

' The fuccours implored .from every quarter, 
gave birth to an increafe of privileges j amidfl: 
thefe civil diffentions, the cities eftablifhed 
their freedom, and nepotifm augmented the 
principalities. 

In England) the Great, armed againfl: their ' 
kings, imagined it neceflary to bring over to 
their party, the byrghers, and, particularly 
the commercial towns. They ftipulated for 
frcfh privileges in favour of this order of ci- 
tlzens, already countenanced by the fovereigns, 
who were defirous (as was the cafe in France) 

p of oppofing them to the exorbitant power of 
the barons, and who were not wanting in 
making them pay for their immunities. The 
Greai Charier having been acknowledged as 
g general law, and the execution of it infured 
by the eleftion of a certain number of guar- 
dians, always affembled, always in aftion,/ 
under the name of confervators of the public 
liberties, (a wife precaution, to which this 
CharUr is indebted for its permanence,) the 
b^ron? were formed into two clafles, the 
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great barops, and the Icfler barons.(i&) The 
public tranquility being fettled, an attendance 
in parliament became burdepfome, and ex- 
penfive •> the richeft of the barons alone were 
able to fupport it, and the lefTer barons, 
either negledled, or incurious as to public 
affairs, were foon blended with the fimple 
knights,(/) and appeared more anxious to 
avoid a feat in parliament, than to enjoy the 
firft rank in it. But the kings, conftantly 
attentive to thofe two important objeds, the 

hu- 



(h) See Hume's hift. of Engl. v. 2. pag. 85. &c. 

(i) Knights of the (hire. This is the origin of 
what the Englifh call Gentry : but the idea which this 
word, in Englifti, prcfents to us, doth not at all cor- 
refpond with that idea, which we; (the French) affix to 
it. After William had coniifcated ail the Englifh lands, 
and givci> them to the Normans, under the denomi- 
nation of Baronies, or Grand- fiefs, the Normans con- 
verted feveral parts of their fiefs into fub-feolFments, 
which gave rife to the eftabliihment of vaiTals of a fe- 
cond order. The firft called Chief-tenants were in 
number about 700. The others, who held of the king 
knights fees, were in number 60,215. ^'^ point of ori- 
gin, the relation &ems to fabfift between the two king- 
doms; but in France fub- feoffments did not imply de- 
gradation, fince even the kings did homage to their fub- 
jefls for their arriere-fiefs. The cafe was othcrwife in 
England.* Aad it is this which eflablifhed the dif- 
ference between the nobility and gentry. 
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humiliation of the Great, and the increafe of 
the revenue, conceived the expedient of op- 
pofing to the nobility, the competition' of 
inferior powers. Edward the firfi direfted 
the fheriffs, or firfl: magiftrates of the coun- 
ties, to return two kiiights, or gentlemen of 
each county, to parliament \ thefe laft did not 
difdain to fit with the burgejQTes \{k) the two 
orders afted as if they were mutually en- 
gaged in one common caufe \ they prefented 
petitions, plans of reformation, &c. The 
kings haying attended to them, they acquired 
ftability from fuccefs ; and thus, by degrees, 
was formed the Hcufe of Commons^ which of 
all portions of the Britifli government, is the. 
portion the moft founded on reafon, and the 
moft favourable to property, 

Whatftreamsof blood have flowed to cc-* 
mtnt the edifice we now behold ! ah edifice 

at 
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(k) It was, however, long before the' knights and 
burgeffes compofed the fame houfe : if we can credit 
Mr. Carte, who was exceedingly circumfpeft in his cx- 
aifiination of the parliamentary rolls, thefe two orders 
were not united, until the i6th of Ed. 3. (fee hill.'-v. 
2. p. 451.) even at a more advanced period, in the 
reign of Richard the fecond, their union was not final. 
(See Cotton, p. 193. ... Hume, hifl. vof. 2. Svo* 
p. 286.- K. 
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Ut once magnificent and folid, but whieh rifcs 
oft a Gothic bafis, and the pl-oportioni^ of 
which arraign its rude original And yet 
how ftnkiftgly foever the (hapclefs plan of its 
foundations, and thoie beauties with which it 
hath been fince adorned, may be contrafted, 
it prelents to us a kind of unity^ or rather 
of continuity. It is the front of the old 
Louvre^ decorated with the colonnade oiPer-^ 
rault \(l) but it is tiot that confufed heap of 

VpL. II* • t^ paltry 

-*- ■ .,...■. .. . 

(I) The entrance into the Louvre, the model of the 
irinrophal arch at the end of the Fauxbourg Saint An- 
toine, iind the obrelfvatory, lifiay pr6bably tra'nfinit th6 
name of Perrault to fome more diftant oera^ in which 
the wretched fatire of Boileau fhall hav^ been totally 
forgotten: furely, wit, humour, judgment, and evtrf 
thing but ill nature, de/erted the French Juvenal, when 
he compofed this vulgar lint ; 

«* Soyez plutot ma90n, fi c*eft v6trc ttdefit" 

The attempt which Boileau made to rob this architect 
of the reputation of having planned fuck true monu- 
ttients of his taile, was an ibvolunt&ry confiiflioti that 
be admired his works> though he difliked the artift^ 
Perrault was an excellent mechanic> and a fidlful phy-> 
fician : in the latter charafter, Boileau acknowledged 
that he had faved his life. How grateful the good poet 
was, the readef h^th already feen. Perrault died in 
1688. His " tranflation of Vitruvius," with notes, 
and his '< account of feveral machines," of his owa 
iaveatioxi, are valuable works. K. 
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paltry buildings, of fliops and mean houfeS, 
tacked to,- or rather mixed with an ancient 
palace i it is not that incredible irregularity, 
ftill perceptible iri our capital, and our po- 
lity. ..' ..." I explain myfelf. 

We rtiU'lft have perceived how the govern* 
ment of Etrghnd hath been infenfibly modi- 
fied, by conftantly prelerviilg the firft pfin- 
ciplfes of its conftitutibn, "the King and the 
Pariidmeht. The parliament is, indeed, di- 
vided into two houfes, but if the comfiions. 
iaciquit^ a power equal to the power of the 
lords, this i. Iways the refult of the fame 
fyftem, a new branch Ihooting forth from the 
fame truhk. In France, the cafe is totally 
different. ' The people, h'arralTed by the ty- 
ranny oiF the Great, and a general anarchyi 
had .recourfe to the royal authority. The 
heroic adlions of Philip 'Auguftus, and the 
moral virtues of Saint Lewis, juftificd this 
confidence : but Philip the Fair, a rifh poli- 
tician, an ambitious monarch, and an inCi- 
tiable fovereign,' icon rendered the- people 
fenfiblebf their delufion. 

Before 1 proceed farther, it may be neccf- 

fary td'renriark, that the feodal government 

of France differed from the feodal govern- 
ment 
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inent of England, in that, this laft had pre^ 
ferved ks affen)blies, or parliaments, NoWj 
aflemblies arc the fourccs of all liberty \ it is 
in;imaterial what the laws and cuftoms are \ 
every nation which is repreftntedj everybody 
which is aflembled, muft, in the end, ac- 
cjuire a great political power. In France^ 
the i!ew feodal government, or (not to lufe 
the idea) the feodal government of the fe- 
cond epocha, had been niuch more fuccefs*- 
ful, in deftroying every trace of the ancient 
feodal government. When Philip the Fair, 
therefore, in confequence of his extortions, 
his alterations of the coin, and' his difputes 
with the court of Rome, imagined- it ne- 
ceffary to convene the nation, he was led to 
the introdudiion of three novelties^ which 
have occafioned his reign to be looked upon 
as a very interefting epoch in hiftory. Firfl:, 
he affembled the nation, under a civil form, 
T^bich bpite no refemblance to thofe parlia- 
ments, to thofe fields of May, from whence 
ifllied the laws of the Merovingians and the 
Carlovingians.^«?) Secondly, he furpmoned 
-^ F2 the 

{m) Pafquier, in his " Recherchcs de la France," 
doth not exprefs any very great efteem for thefe new 
States-general, Every alTembly ^he obferves) was be- 
come 
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the order of Burghers to his aflfembly, and 
gave them the title of the third Eftate. Laft* 
ly, he eftablifhed, nearly about the fame 
time, in 'four parts of his kingdom, fettled 
courts of juftice, which we now call parlia-' 
ments. 

It appears tlj^ in Francf, as in England* 
the nobility were likely to lofc fome influence 
by the intervention of the third eftate, in the 
adminiftration of public affairs j but in re^ 
turn, much was wanting^ to enable our com- 
mons to arrive at that confequence, which 

was 



rf -..«-, ^ . ^ ,, -- . 



betoine notorious^ on account t)f fome national facri- 
fice ; and if it be pretended, that the councils have all 
lopped away fomething, fi-om the papal authority ; it 
itiay be remarked, that the States-general have ail yield- 
cd foinething> to the avarice of kings* 

Of the •* Recherches,'* &c. the folio edition, printed 
in 1665, is the belt. A livelinefs of imagination, pe- 
culiar to the author, makes us endure the ar^tiquated 
Toughnefs of his ilile. When he pratfes, as when he 
cenfures, he is frequently too violent ; yet much of 
what he advances may be relied on. His <' Catechifoi 
of the Jefuits," will be admired by all, except them- 
felves. OarafTe, a brother of the order, infulted his 
memory, in a book, called, ** Recherches des re- 
cherclies," with a degree of virulence, which bordered 
on inianity. Pafquier lived to an advanced age, and 
died in \6i^* He was attorney-general to the chamber 
i>f accounts, under Henry ^e Third. K. 
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was enjoyed by the commons of England. 
There, they had for their model, for their 
objeft of emulation, the houfe of peers^ 
whofe power was conftant and acknowledged. 
With us, the commons feemed aftonifhed at 
the part which they were to play j like fomc 
inferior, admitted to the table of a great 
man, they thought themlclves obliged to re- 
pay, with mean flattery, the new honour 
conferred upon them. Bciides, the ftates 
were but feldom called together^ their meet- 
ing was alfa dependant on the wiE of the fbr 
vereign, wha was cautious of convening 
them, unleis ho bad the ftrongeft cea£bns to 
imagine, that they would be all compliance i 
or unlefs the public aflairs were fo urgent, 
that no time could be facriBced to debates. 
Thus then, thefe aflemblies rather contribut- 
cd to ihake the feodal government, than to 
eftabUlh a reprefentative governmcm; and 
the royal power alone profited by thefe alte* 
rations. 

Neverthelefs a counterpoife, a new refift- 
ance arofe from the midft of this authority. 
The counfellors of the king, his aCTiftants in 
the difpenfation of juftice, whom he had fe- 
kftcd fronv the three ordei^ oi xiv^ ^^xit^ xa 

F 3 feca^^ 
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fccond him in this fun&ion, (I fpeak of hittri 
as Sovereign, and Lord Paramount) the per* 
ions, in fhort, who cprnpofed the royal courts 
were foon converted intt> a fettled tribunal; 
the cbmmiflfions af thefe counfellors, which 
at firft were renr*oveable, having been ren- 
dered perpetua;!, the parliament perceived 
themfelvcs erefted into a body, which de-c 
rived dignity from their employments, and 
weight from their ftability. They were aHb 
a frefh check on the nobility ; for prejudice 
and ignorance kept the Great, at a diftance 
from the magiftracy ; whilft the judges of 
the third ^ eft ate, whom they eclipfed, were 
invefted with the whole adminiftration of 
public affairs, and unable to equal, fought 
at leaft to humble them. 

The next ftep was to lower the afcendancy 
of the ckrgy. Clerks and bifliops enjoyed 
feats in parliament ; as they were better in- 
ftrufted than the barons, they were more em* 
barrafling to the members of the law. And 
thefe, anxious to monopolize knowledge, 
were for removing fuch troublefome compe- 
titors. Thus, from the very origin of the 
parliament, fprang up that antipathy againft 
the clergy^ which, in length of time, be- 
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came the fafety of the date : but this is fo- 
reign to the fubjeft, and it i^ fuificicnt to 
advert to it. 

To return, therefore, we n^ay obf^rve that; 
the government of France hath, amidft its * 
variations, loft mapy more traces of it3 ori* 
ginal, than the government of England, If 
the reader be defirous of forming a juft idc* 
of the government of France, he muft never 
forget that the parliaments, or s^fTemblies ia 
the field of May, the States-general of Philip 
the Fairy and his fucceflbrs, and the courts 
of juftice, known at prefent by the name of 
parliaments^ are three objedts which do not 
bear the lead relation to each other. . 

In Germany, the feodaJ government, hav- 
ing been maintained in its full fyftem, and 
^ven with fomc kind of exaggeration, it is 
cafy for us to form an idea of it. The ftate 
pf Germany is what the ftate of France muft 
have proved, had the crown been eleftive, 
had Philip Auguftus, and Saint Lewis, neg- 
lefted to proteft the people againft the ty- 
ranny of the barons ; in fhort, had public 
and folemn acts, fuch as the Golden Bull^ the 
profane peace ^ the peace of religion^ and the 
imperial capitulations y defined and fettled the 

r 4 cliieC 
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chief rights of the Prince and the NatJonu 
The German empire may be confidered as z 
great Club(») of fovereigns, who have fub- 
jefted themfelves to ftrift rules and chofen 
* one of their number to take the great chair-,, 
and aft as prcfident. The rights of the 
princes are Ipeeificd with tolerable preci^Iion ^ 
the rights of the people are the moft fre- 
quently negleded. Some little ufurpation is 
cafily fupprefled 5 but if a powerful raflal 
enters the lifts, the armies alone are to de- 
cide privileges, with this fingle difftrence, 
that they are preceded by a ftronger advanced 
guard of mamfefi$Sj debortatiam^ &c. There, 
as elfewhere, may be perce?ved a mixture of 
cuftom and of reaibn, fome laws preferved 
becaufe they were good, and others becaufe 
they were ancient. The peace of Munflet^ 
and the capitulation of Francis tie Firftj are 

works 

— ■I " I I ! ■ I III »l I MH im^—ppn^i^ I ■ II ■ I » . ' I ll ( I .J I I I 

{n) A fet of Bngliihmen, wko generally meet in ta-r 
vcrns ^d cpffeehoyfes,. The i:ulc& of tk^Cc fbcietic$ arc 
always written, and hung up in th^ cIuJ?-room. There^ 
a^ in mod-other Englifh afTemblies, a prefident is named, 
who fits in an ekvated arm chair, and who, by hin 
gfice, fomewhat refembles tlxeir Speaker of the Houfq 
of Commons. The reader mufl have rccoUe^ed, th^ 
charming papers on this* fulqe^^ written by Stecte an^ 
^ddifon, in the Spe&sittors, 
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works of refleftion, which maintain their 
fplendour, amidft works of prejudice, as a 
fine ftatiie preferves its beauties, though con- 
fined within an old lumber room. The 
queftion is, whether the Germanic govern- 
ment renders the people more happy. I 
agree that it may prevent the Count de la Lippe 
from killing the deer of the Count de Waldeck j 
and the Count de Neurvied from coining bafc 
money; but it alfo deprives Germany of fine 
roads, of canals, of arts, and of nches. It 
maintains more than an hundred little courts, 
but fufFers the people to languifh under op- 
preffion. Jiere, guard-houfes fupply the 
place of manufafturiesj and when wc have fcen 
Frails^ canonefles, centinels and game- keepers, 
we may form foipe idea pf the greater part 
of Germany. 

As to Italy, alternately torn ,and divided by 
emperors, popes, Normans, kings of Arragoa 
gnd kings of France, its only claim to our no- 
tice arifes from its prefenting ys with two ce- 
lebrated republic?, one of which is equally 
powerful and conftant in its principles. The 
reader will at once guefs, that I mean the re- 
public of Venice : but this refpeftable com- 
monwealth, fituated between the Turk, the 
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pope, and the emperor, fliould have formecj 
its conftitution, agreeably to its political fitua- 
tion. Arifing fronxthc mkift of the >yaters, 
$nd almoft within the bofom of the ocean^ 
its origin was owing to fear, its prefcrvatioa 
to miftruft. To keep the people in igno- 
rance, and flavery, to fcatter divifions fufpi- 
cions and accufations amongft the fenators> 
to aA inceflantly as if the next inftant, or the 
day following, were to open with a confpi^ 
racy, to change the adminiftration into a for- 
midable polity, are the principles which Ve- 
nice drew from her dangers, and to which 
Ihe ftill adheres, in the moments of tranqui-* 
lity, and fuccefs. 

Meanwhile, let us propofe thefe queftions^ 
What hath been the origin of all which cx- 
ifts at prefent? What fyftem could havQ 
been raifed on the foundations which remain- 
ed to us ? Our governments, our conftitu- 
tions have taken their fource from barbarifm 
itfelf, and were formed in ignorance. Our 
monarchies are old, but our reafon is ftill 
young. Let us refle<5t on the darknefs which 
hath covered the earth, from Qonftantine ta 
the Medicis ; the bright days of Athens, and 
of Rome, have been fucceeded by a night 

of 
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of twelve hundred years. But unlike the 
wakening of Epimenides, hath been the 
wakening of philolbphy. Scarcely had the 
agreeable arts roufed her from her llumber, 
fcarcely were her eyes opened^ when Ihe per- 
ceived that things were hovering near the 
fame point, where flie had left them. In 
the time of Conftantine, the rational fciences 
were neglefted, and the ftudy of nature gave 
place to the ftudy of words. All minds 
were pofleflcd with a pafllon for frivolous 
controvcrfies, and empty fubtleties. This 
too was the cafe, about the fixteenth cen- 
tury. Scarcely had mankind begun to think, 
and to write, when the firft bloflbms of rea- 
fon were nipped by theological and metaphy- 
fical difputes. It may be faid, that from 
Erafmus, to Defcartes, the human under* 
ftanding was engaged in little elfe, but 
fharpening its faculties. It will, however, 
be proper, before we purfuc thefe reflexions, 
to fix our attention, for a moment, on the 
paft ages, and to enquire what was the con- 
dition of fociety, under the government of[ 
^ur anceftors. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. n. 



^be Lot of Humanity at the beginning of th 
French monarchyy and under the feodal gor^ 
vernment. 



T* 
HIS chapter vr'Al be fhort: where the 

fubjetft is fo ftri)cing, and fo eafy to be in- 

vefligated, it were injurious to the reader, to 

deem it nece0ary to aflift his judgment. In 

faft, it is not our bufinefs, in this place, to 

complain agiinft the enthuHaftic admiration 

of the pad ages. It was requifite to have 

recourfe to argument, in advancing that Ly-- 

curgus Solon^ and Numa^ did not difcover the 

beft poffible fyftem of Icgiflation ; but, is a 

loiig difcuiCon wanting to make us^ the other 
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fcatccly civilized Weljh(a)^ deplore our in- 
fancy, efteem our puberty, and conceive 
hopes of our maturity ? 

The French monarchy, eftablilhcd by vi^ar, 

I. 

Teems to have been devoted to a perpetual 
war. The divifions of dominions, thofe ri- 
diculous teftaments by which our princes be- 
queathed their kingdoms, like their trinkets, 
have proved z fource of boundlefs quarrels, 
in the profecution of which, the ties of blood 
have been defiled with bloody uncles have 
murdered nephews, brothers have torn each 
other in pieces, and aflalTmations, and pitched 
battles have, by tyrns, contended for the 
difpofal of the throne. Scarcely were thefe 
fanguinary and divided members re-united 
under the lame chief, when this chief be- 
came 

fo) Wallen^ or Wet/ch^ a term ^n- the Teutonic Ian- 
guage, ^^miymg Jirangirs^ hath been fometimes ap- 
plied to the ancient inhabitants, of France, the Celtse» 
or as they were called afterwards by the Romans, the 
Gauls. The Saxons gave the appellation of Welih to, 
our South- Britons, feveral of whom, not underflanding 
the Engliih tongue, are ignorant that their country is 
named Wales, and flile it Cycary^ or the ancient land. 
Many other nations, alfo, onderHood by the word 
Wellh, bodies of emigrants, (as the Gauls frequently 
were) driven either by neceiRty, or choice, in quell of 
ficw fettkinents. K. 
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came abandoned •, ,and, as in Poland, when 
the-equeftrian order tertjiinatc their conflifts, 
the fervants of the Great engage in feme in- 
ferior fkirniifli, fo, in France, when kings 
had been fubdued, the parties, to fupport 
the broils of their domeftics, rufhed an to 
mutual <leftru6lion. This was not all : whilft 
the nation was ^xhaufted, and ambitious 
Mayors ftill difputed for the reins of power, 
a troop of northern plunderers poured in, to 
bear away thofe riches, which proved th« 
whole of their poflcflions. The monks, and 
priefts, whofe cunning conftantly increafes 
in proportion to the extreme ignorance of 
the people, had found time, whilft the fol* 
diers were fighting, to amafs all the treafures. 
This facility of difcovering vaft riches col- 
ledted together, and of making fuch lucky 
firokes, held out a temptation to invafion, 
and efiefted the ruin of France, continually 
deftined to be the viftim of religion. It was 
in vain that a great prince arofe. The glo- 
rious honour conferred on Charlemagne, 
whofe name adorns the calendar, but whofe 
canonization did not render the people hap- 
pier, hath been cruelly requited in the events 
of the fucceeding reigns. Soon, the rao- 

flarchyi 
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narchy, fplit into a thoufand pieces, produced 
war and calamity under a thoufand different 
forms. At length, anarchy became fomc- 
what moderated, and feemed under the firft 
kings of the Capetian race to be refolved into 
fome kind of fyftemr Then, might have 
been perceived the dawnings of a ftate, a 
nation ; but the frenzy for engaging in the 
Crufades ftarted up to obftruft its progrefs, 
and plunged humanity into new misfortunes. 
The flower of the Wejlern people, taking 
with them whatfoever riches they'pofTeflcd, 
prepared to meet death in Pale/line. This 
fury became epidemical •, it inflamed even 
that timid age, the diftinguifliing marks of 
which are gentlenefs and imbecility : armies 
t)f children abandoned their country, and 
went alfo to perifh immaturely in the Eafl:, 
like thofe fwarms of locufts which, driven 
by the wind propitious to the labourers, arc 
droWned within the bofom of the waters. 
But when the minds of men were once on 
fire, it was not neceflfary that the tomb of 
Chriji fhould have adminiftered fuel to their " 
zeal. Mufl: we call up the fhocking expedi- 
tion of Simon de Montfort againft the Albi- 
^enfes \ (fixty thoufand fouls flaughtercd with- 
in 
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in one city/^ j fevcn thoufand of whom fled fof 
Shelter into the church) and that abominable 
feries of barbarities, which outftHpped the 
exceffcs of the other Crufades^ as every civil 
war is more cruel than an exterior war. . . . * « 

Aiiiidft 

(p) Beziers ; when the Crufaders began the a/fauk» 
they afted the abbot of Citeaux, how they were to di-^ 
IKngai^ the Catholics from the heretics ? His reply 
was, *' kill ally God will know kis own.'^ 

'^ As mildneis could only have irritated the A\\A* 
fpxkh^ Simon de Montfort, the Gideoh of the Lord» 
to fpread a fajutary terror amongft the refl^ condemned 
^\txy prifoner either to the fire, or the fword. How 
was this celeflial Sagittarius dreaded by thofe heretics, 
againd whom the tl^uiiderbolt of Papal Excommunica- 
tions had been fo jnftly darted ! Thd pious catholics 
reverb him as a demi-g6d. Having been wounded in 
the thigh, by an arrow (hot from the walls of Thou« 
loufe, which he was then befieging, he would have re- 
tired to his tent, when a woman difcharged ^ (lofte at 
him from a mangonel, or petrary, with fuch violence/ 
that his head was quite fevered from his body. Thus 
fell this valiant^ wife, and worthy man, deferring of 
t nobler fate. So ardent was his zeal, fo pure was his 
devotion, that we may compare him to the flames 
trifing from the facred incenfe, the firft, and lateil 
fparks of which perfume and grace the altars of the 
deity.'' The indigoation of the reader is al- 
ready roufed, and the lead comment on this deteflable 
defcription is unneceffary : that it was written fo lately 
as in the laft century, feems a melancholy proof, that 

Qt 
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Amidft this alternative of diftant calamities, 
and interior troubles, the folehope of France, 
the fole humane and bountiful king,fj) at- 
tacked in his turn by the general contagion, 
grew eager to depart, and bury in Egypt, 
himfelf, his family, and his treafures. When 

Yoh. 11. G re- 

— ^ — ■ — ■- 

of every Tpecies of inKuman prejudices, the prejudices 
of religion are the moft inextingui'fliable. The above- 
cited account is an unexaggerated tranilation from the 
abridgment of the life, of Simon dt Montfbrt, wriccea 
b^ Mr. De la Colpmbiere, and inferted in *• Les hommes 
illuflres, et grands capitaines Fran9ois," folio. Paris 
1690. It is not eafy to determine what the herefy of 
the Albigenfes was : by the multitude of their names, 
we may guefs at the multitude of their errors : they were 
Paulicians, Manicheans, Bulgarians, Henricians, Pe- 
trobrufEans, Waldenfes, &c. in fhort, under the term 
Albigenfes, the Latins <:omprehended all the adverfa- 
ries of his Holinefs the pope. To afeertain the moft 
fl^rant crimes of thefe fedlaries^ is a matter of lefs 
difficulty : they had inveighed againft fome abfurdities 
in the doctrines of the church of Rome, and cenfured 
the corrupted manners of her ecdeiiaftics. Such guilt 
is not within the pale of abfolation, K. 

CgJ Saint Lewis, the ninth. The charadlcr of this , 
prince, drawn by Mr. Gaillard, in his third volume of 
" La rivalite de la France, et de PAngleterre,** is too 
long to be infeiited in a note. The length, however^ 
will not be objedled to in its proper fituation. When 
piAures are fo highly finifhed, we rather wifh that they 
were lefs contraAed^ than think they fill too large n 
fpace. K. 
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reftorcd to his native country, he conceived 
an averfioii from the , poft of legidator, rc» 
folved to take the order of Jacobins^ and re* 
vifiting the fands of Africa^ expired before 
TuniSj his body having, by his own direAions, 
been previoufly extended on the aflies. Wars 
waged againft the empire,> and the Flemings^ 
to which may be added the inteftine wars of 
the great vaflals, continued to imbrue man- 
kind in bloodj until ^ more extenfive theatre 
of carnage and affliftion was opened at the 
acceffions of Philip arid Edward. The French 
governed, at one time, by a ra(h kin^, and 
at another time, by a politic knave, had 
fcarcely accompliflicd their emancipation from 
the yoke of foreigners, when thjpy relapfed 
into the rage of making conquefts. In Italy, 
they faw a new Paleftine. A great dilpute 
arbfe between the kings of France, and the 
houfe of Auftria, a difpute which cannot 
properly be faid to have terminated, until 
the treaty of Utrecht, or, in other words, 
the treaty of Verfaille^. The wa^s of reli- 
gion united themfelves to the wars of ambi- 
tion, and France fcarcely efcaped from the 
Englifti, Was defolated by the Germans, the 
5wifs, and the Spaniards. In Ihgrt, from 

Clovis, 
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Clovis, to Lewis the fourteenth, I can no 
where perceive a fituation of affairs, which 
might be confidered as a real peace, but in 
the interval between the treaty of Vervins^ 
and the death of Henry the fourth>(r) - 

To the calamities, which fuch frenzy oc- 
cafioned, we may join alio thofc calamities 
which derived their fource from ignorance. 
Medicine, and the ftudy of phyfic having 
been neglefted, mankind were left a prey to 
every diforder which ^^Jlejh is btir to>,^\s) 
A terrible diftempcr, produced by mifery and 
uncleanlinefs, the leprofy^ became epidemical 
in France. 

We may perceive that Lewis the eighth be- 
queathed an hundred crowns to each of the 
two thoufand Lazar-boufes within his king- 
dom. Allowing twenty patients to each 
hofpital, forty thoufand wretched lepers might 
have been found within a date, not (b exten- 
five by one-third, as France is at prefent. 

G 2 Com- 
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(r) The treaty of Vervins was concluded by the 
kings of France and Spain^ on the fecond of May 
1598. Henry the fourth was aifaffinated on the four- 
teenth of May 1610$ ^o that this "real peace/' was 
but of ihort duration. K. 

(/) Shakefpeare, in Hamlet. 
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Commerce, which intereft precedes, but 
which reafon always follows, durft not appear 
before the French, or appeared only for a 
moment, having been either perfecuted by 
fanaticifm, or plundered by avarice. When 
Jaques Ccsur{j^) produced fome fpecimens of 

the 

I 

(/) Jaques Coeur, a native of Boarges, and of ob- 
icutc parentage, was treafurer to Charles the feventh. 
In very few years, he became one of the richefl Tub- 
je(ft8 in Europe ; whether by extortion, or indefatigable 
purfuits of commerce, is not fo eafy to determine* I 
fhall take the faireft fide of the que^on, and leave the 
proofs of his guilt to Abbe de Frefnoy,f who doth not 
appear to have redeemed him from any crime, except 
the poifoning- of Agnes Sorel. When ChaHes under- 
took the conqueft of Normandy, he borrowed two hun- 
dred thoufand gold crowns from Jaques Cceur, which, 
in thofe times, were an immenfe fum. As a merchant, 
he tranfa^ed Ijufinefs in all parts of the world ; with 
the Turks and the Perfians in the Eaft, and with eh^ 
Saracens in Africa. A multitude of his veiTels were 
conftantly out upon the feas, and three hundred faftors, 
divided itto the neceffary numbers, were ftationed at 
the different ports, to wait their arrival. The courtiers 
took the advantage of his abfence, on an embafly at 
Laufanne, and plotted his deflrudlion. On his return, 
be was imjprifoned, tried, and fentenced to make the . 
dtmende bonorabUy and forfeit a thoufand crowns. As 

his 

•|- ^te «* fbilofophle bermetiquei^ %vo, 174a, v.i,/. 
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the advantages which might' have refuked 
from ir, inftead of exciting an attachment ta 
this ufcful profeflion, they awakened a bar- 
barous envy. He was obliged to fly, from 
the people wham he had enriched, and leave 

G 3 to 

his accufers were fharers in the fpoil, it is more than 
probable that hia punifhment was rather the confe- 
quence of tbtir avarice, than of i&ij guilt. His having 
rellored to a Turkj a Chiilb'an Have, who had quitted 
and treacheroufly betrayed his mailer, was one capital 
accufation ; another flagrant crime was the feliing of 
arms to a Sultan of Egypt. In both thefe inilances, he 
was convidled \ they fit uck at the religious ipiiit of 
the times, in which it was not polTiblc (to ufe the fine 
expreffion of the Pfabnift>) for ^* right eonfnefs and piuci^^ 
u kifi tach other,** In the gratitude of his agents, Coiur 
found a refuge from the feverity of his perfecutors. 
The voluntary aflcilinents to which his friends agreed, 
were the means of fupplying him, during his imprifon- 
ment, not only with ncceiTaries, but with' fuperfiuities. 
His efcape from the convent of Cordeliers, at Beaa- 
caire, was at length eifefled by his nephew, who con- 
duced him fafcly to Rome. Pope Calixtus the third 
gave him the command of a fleet againft the Turks, with 
which he failed to Chios, and died on his arrival, in 
1456. The little remainder of his effeds was after* 
wards bellowed on his children, in confideratiun of the 
iervices of their Father. The account of his having 
eflabliflied himfelf ih the iHe of Cyprus, engaged again 
in commerce^ and married a fecond wife^ by whom ho 
lud daughters, is proved to be groundlefs, in a differ* 

Utioii^ 
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to Lombards, and to Jews, the care of avenge 
ing his caufe. Thefe laft, more odious to 
the Chriftians, were frequently treated with 
incredible fever:ity •, yet it was not rccoUefted 
tha.t they hajd crucified the Son of God> until 

Qod had permitted them to becoh:}e rich.(«) 

In 

- 

tation written by Bonarai,. member of thfi academy of 
infcriptions, , and belles lettres. Mr. de Voltaire hath 
either not ieen this memoir^ or having feen it, hath 
ehofen to diflent from it : he obferves that Jaque* 
CoBur followed <;ommejrce in Cyprus. K. 

fuj I do not recolleft the king of England, f whOj^ 
having demanded from a Jew, a fum of money 
which he declared himfelf unable to advance^ threw 
him into prifoR^ and diredled that a certain number of 
his teeth fhould be drawn every day, until he had re- 
vived to give up his alL This barbarity was then cqm- 
mQn» and is an example of the mannefs of the gooJ eld 
ifjue. Ae to the reft, it appears that the EngUfh weie 
acquainted earlier than the French, with the advantagea 
qi commerce, and agriculture., This is evident from 
a law of Athelftan, a prince cf the Saxon dynaSty^ 
enabling thfit every merchant who had made three long^ 
fea voyages^ on his own account^ and every hufbandn 
man who was able to purchafe five hides of knd, fhould 
be raifed to the rank of a Thane^ which was fpmewhat 
£milar to the rank of a Baron. See Hume's Hift. of 
England, 8vo. Vol. I, App. p. 224. 

•f ^bis 'was king Jshn, 'w:hiy demanded ten tbaufimd marks 
i^f^her^ from a Jew at, Briftoly and^ on his reju/alj, ga^ua 
orders that on^ of bis teeth fhould be dranjon daily ^ until he corn^ 
flied. At the lofs of afeventb tooth, his refotuticn failed bim^ 
and be ad<vancedthe mwey. See M, Paris* f* iQo, Sto*we^ 
f. x6S. K. 
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In ihort, to conclude thi$ melancoly picture, 
we may afiert, that an intolerant fpirit hath 
raged in France, as violently as in any 
other ftate whatever, although the inqui- 
(ition was not eftabliflied until the time of the 
A4bigcnfes. But whilft the courts were in- 
fjcfted with fanaticifm, the princes and their 
. minifters becanle ihemfelves inquifitors ; and 
it is of little confcquence whether we refer to 
Charles the ninth, or to the pope. I (hall 
not, here, recall to mind the maflacre on the 
evening of Saint Bartholomew, nor that long 
feries of tragedies, which fucceeded it. I 
will not add, as an apology for France, that * 
during the exceedingly fhort reign of Maiy^ 
eight hundred heretics were burned in Eng- 
land i and that it hath been calculated that 
under Philip the fccond more than forty 
thoufand perfons perilhed on the fcaffold, for 
the fake of religion. All theie fadts are too 
well known ; they have been dcftined to ex- 
cite the horror of future ages, by that afto- 
niftiing hand, which holds at once the pallet 
of Rembrandt, and the pencil of Albano.f^) 
Jt will, therefore, be fufficicnt for me, ta 

G 4 coa- 



{x} Mr» de Voltaire.; 
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concli^e^this chapter, with fotne refleflrions 
o^^t is called, the gdod old time. ^ 
'Wrom whence 'can proceed tfiis frenzy for 
exalting the paft ages, at the exp^nce of 
blackening the age in which we live? un- 
doubtedly from felf-love, which finds a double 
fatisfaftion in this conduft, firft, from the 
comparifon which we form between ourfelvcs 
and the men whom we condemn \ and fe- 
pondly, from that ftill nwre ftrikingly marked 
fuperiority, which affigns to us a knowledge 
of preceding times, whilft we appear in fome 
meafure to aflimilate with them,, by pronounc- 
ing their eulogy. We appiy to antiquity 
thofe ideas which we have entertained of 
confanguinity. The eldeft imagine them- 
felves more nearly related to it, by a degree ; 
they lay claim to a ftiare of its honours, and 
cry it up before the rifing generation. ()'/ Wc 
are but feldom jealous of the virtues of our 
anceftors ; by knowing them, we fuppofe our- 
felves to be more enlightened; by praifing 
them, we conceive that we are more wife. On 
the contrary^ wc are dazzled by the virtues of 

our 

Q) • : Laudator temporis a^ 

Se puero 

HORAT* ^ 
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our own age, and feCm afraid effacing them.(2) 
This error of felf-love, this contempt of fenti- 
ment, to borrow the ingenious language of 
a modern philofopher, i^ what the wife would 
only |rnile at, were it not produftive of the 
greateft detriment to the progrefs ofi human 
reafon. What,Jnfa£t, can be more difcoa- 
raging than this perfuafion, that as wc pro- 
ceed, we conftantly become worfe? What 
can be more dangerous, than never ' to aim 
at recovering us from our faults, but by a 
reference to thofe times, in which the ufeful 
fciences not being fufficiently expanded, man- 
kind could only have a£led right, by chance, 
or by inftind ? Let us unravel this idea. 

A war is entered upon under bad aufpices ; 
the campaign is unfortunately condufted ; 
tbe particular officers too attentive to their 
private interefts, in the maintenance of the 
troops, and the generals too anxious ^bout 
their equipages, their accommodations, and 
their parade, have neglefted the prefervatioii 
of order and difcipline ; the fervice is coldly 
followed, without emulation, and without 

re- 



' C^J Quod naturalitcr audita viiis laudamus liBentias, 
€t praefentia invidia, praeteritavcnerationeprofcquimari 
Ct his nos obrui, illis inftrui crcdimus, Ycllei, Paterc 
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regularity ; depredation, a fpirit - of fraud* 
and robbery infeft every branch of the admi- 
niftration; defeats, and confiderablc lofleft 
are the fruitS of this relaxation ; the foldiers 
become diflieartened, and the citizens dif- 
contented. . . . . • . . Some remedy muft be 
applied j but whilft good minds feek for this 
ren^edy, in the eftabliQiment of a natural and 
eafy difcipline, in thofe meafures which tend 
to conned the welfare of particulars, with 
the general welfare, in that innocent artifice 
which, by placing honour between ambitioa 
and fortune, gives a kind of variety to the 
paflions, and, in Ihort^ in the appointment 
of an able general, whofe drift attention to 
his duty may correft this almoft univerfai re^ 
miffnefs, every commpnTplace reafoner fli^s 
about, repeating that the national fpirit i^ 
quite loft. Their conftani cry is, where arc 
Qoucy^ Chatilkn and Bayard ?{a) They ima^ 

^gine 



(a) The houfe of Coucy hath produced^ fo many il- 
luilrious perfonages, that I cannot pofitively afTure the 
readdp to what branch of the family the Chevalier ak 
Ittdes. He, perhaps, means the great Engu errand dc 
Coucy, who, after having performed prodigies of va- 
lour, at the fiege of Nicopolis, in 1396, under Si- 
gifmond, king of Hungary, w*s, with many officers of 

ttote. 
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gine that they can c$ll back the bravery of 
the pad times, a,nd re-produce It, by thefe 

idle 

note, taken prifoner. I am thrown, by the numerous 
heroes of the name of Chatillon, into the fame dilem-' 
ma, but ftiall elioofe Gaucher de Chatillon, the coiu 
flable of France, under fix princes : The defeat of Hen- 
ry, count de Bar, the battle of Courtraif and the fiege 
of St, Omer, have been mentioned as fignal inflances 
of that intrepidity, and cpndud, by which, he rofe td 
eminence, in feveral other aflions of equal note. Such 
martial ardour feemed extinguifhable only with life, for 
long after the period, at which retirement would have 
been honorable, he was reaping frefh laurels in the 
field. When he fought by the fide of Philip de Valois, 
at the battle of CafiTel, he had reached his eightieth 
year. This was his laft exploit. He died on his retura 
from Flanders, in 1329. The warm admirers of the 
*^ good old times'^ are much to blame, if they forget the 
Chevalier de Bayard. When they enlarge on fuch a 
charadler, thofe moderns mufl be prejudiced, indeed* 
who could refufe their tribute of applaufe. I am con^ 
vinced the reader will forgive me, Ihould I be more par- 
ticular in my account of this uncommon hero. " Ti>e 
knight ivitbout fear^ and ixfitbout reproach^* was the title 
by which he was ufually diflinguiihed. He attended 
Lewis the twelfth, and Ferdinand of Spain, during 
that fhort war of four months, which terminated in the 
conqueft of Naples. At a battle^ fought in that king* 
dom, he is faid to have defended, like another Cocks^, 
the pafs of a narrow bridge, againfl two hundred of 
the enemy. When F/ancis the firft atucked the Swifs, 
at Marignan, de Bayard, who charged always neafeft 

to 
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idle exaggerations, as if a loyal attachment? 
to a gracious and beloved king could be 
incrcafcd by the fuggeftion, that formerly 

/the 

to his fovereign, difplayed fuch marks of prowefs, thar» 
when the viftory was gained, he was rewarded with one 
of the highell honours, which it was poifib]c for a fub- 
jeft to receive, Francis condefcended to accept from 
his hand, tht order of knighthood, in all the forms of 
ancient chivalry. The defence of Mezieres is alone 
fufEcient to give a full idea of the military merit of De 
Bayard : it was ill fortified, and inveiled by a numerous 
army of the Imperialifts. Francis would have burnt it, 
but the Chevalier obferved that ^'-no flace was iveaJ^, 
^* 'where the foldien njoert fufficientiy intrepid to proted it** 
This gallant remark was juftified by th^ event. The 
Impjeriafifts were, in the cnd> compelled to raife a te- 
diciusiiege with equal infamy and lofs. At the famous 
retreat, near the banks of the Seffia,' de Bayard, whilflr 
he was fuftaining, with a fmall feody of troops, the 
whole fhock of the enemy, received a mortal wound. 
*' Place me, (faid the dying hero) againfi this tree, that 
^* I may Ji ill front our foes, for, halving ne<ver yet turned 
** my back upon them, J ivill not begin to do it in my laft 
'* moments** He then fent word to Francis, that " if 
he felt it painful to part ^witb life, it ivas only becauje 
he could no longer fer^e his prince.^* The Conflable de 
Bourbon, who, at the head of an advanced body, was 
purfuing the French, rode up to him, and declared how 
much he pitied his misfortune. ** Prefer<ue (replied the 
" Chevalier) that pity for yourfelf: it is you ivho are the 
*' proper objeB of it ; you, nvho turn ycur arms againft 
** your King, and Country, ■ J need nqi your compajfion*, M 
wi ,''f<dk 
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the Burgeffcs of Calais adored a wicked 

prince.(^) ^ ^ ■ • Such 

"yji// as I have liijedi the faithful fern) ant of my So* 
** vereign^ and his People" He, fhortly afterwards, 
expired, kilTing with religious reverence th^ crofs of his 
fword. His body was.embalmed, and fent to Grenoble, 
his native city. The corpfe was received with I'oyal 
honours, as it paifed through the dominions of the 
Duke of Savoy, and the nobiliry attended it to the 
frontiers. K, , = c - 

S i 

(b) Philip de Valois may truly be filled an incapable, 

and a tyrannical prince. His ill-conda£led adinini- 

Bration of affairs, whether foreign, or domeflic, is a 

full proof of his incapacity. The great number of his 

fubjefts, who perilhed, in confequence of his illegal 

judgments, touft Convince us that he was a tyrant. -He 

was the chief caufe of thofe misfortunes which France 

felt until the reign of Charles the feventh. As to the 

reftj thefe refleftions cannot, by any conflrudliohs whatr 

foever, be fuppofed to attack the merit of a dramatic 

«uthor,f equally to be refpedcd for his talents, and 

his 

•• \ If I mlftahe not, the dramatic author is Mr, de Bellay, 
*wbOi fomeyearsfmce, produced bis celebrated " Siege of Ca^ 
laisJ*^ On , ibis ^eutleman^ the king of France befoived tie 
gold medal,' long before intended for the perfon ivbo Jbould 
*write 4be befi tragedy on that fubjeiS,. His. Chrifiian majefty 
not only prefented Mr, de Bellay ivitb a tboufand crcwfist but 
permitted bim to dedicate bis piece to him. Although the pe^ 
rufal of this play can ne'ver thronvan Englijbman into the mad 
rapture of a ma^Jhate of Calais, yet be <will bepleafed ivitb 
the powers of the writer, The reader may, pojfibly, recolle£l 
the uncommon applaufe 'with lobicb the reprefentation of this 
tragedy <was received at Calais, The magi fir ates of that trty, 
and the Players of Paris nvere animated ivitb a rival fpirit 
ef genefojity, The latter refufed to accept from thejormer a 
propofal to pay their travelling, and aSing expences^ and had 
promifed to perform gratis, when the king direSed that the, 
nvhole charge of the journey, and reprefentation, Jbould be de* 
frcr^ed out of tie royal coffer* K» 
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Such alfo is the cafe, in matters relative to 
the adminiftration of public affairs. If a 
fcrics of dellruftive wars hath funk the ft ate 
in debt, and thrown upon the prefent gene- 
ration the excefles .of the paft generation, 
no one feems willing. to obferve, hownecefla- 
ry it is to repair, by a long peace, the breaches 
which have been made by long wars'; that 
the beft metho^ of fupporting fuch expences, 
is by incrcafing the riches of the ftate ; that 
the iflore the people pay, the more liberty 
(hould be granted to them, in their commer- 
cial concerns, and every exertion of their in- 
duftry ; and that the encouragement of agri« 
culture^ a wife divifion fif taxes, roads,> ca- 
. nals, and a free exportation are the true re- 
fources of the royal revenue. Inftead of 
thefe refleftions, it is remarked that our foot- 
men wear filk ftockings, that the houfes of 
the nobility ire more elegantly furnifhed, 
than they were formerly, and that the re- 
ceivers-general keep miftreffes. In the old 
times, (fay they) no velvets, lio laces were 

worn J 

his vef-taes. It is not the intention of this writer^ bat 
the fulforae, and ridiculoafly-placed enthnfiafm of a 
certain part Of the public, which I take the liberty ta 
cenfure. 
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worn ; there were no wardrobes, no drefling 
rooms, no toilets i the kingdom muftfoonbe 
ruined. 

I repeat it again^ all this could only rai(e a 
laugh, if fuch abfurdities, fuch hackneyed 
remarks were not fomething worlc than te- 
dious, and importuning ; but the great in- 
convenience arifing from popuhr prejilidices 
is, that having a bad argument always at 
hand, men are prevented from recurring to a 
good argument. A celebrated vfriter(c) ob* 
ferves that, under the reign of Lewis the 
t\cvcnthy(d)' plague, and famine having by 
turns defoiated France, thfe only remedy 
which could be devifcd to ftop thcfe calami- 
ties, was to order prayers and procefllonsv 
This example is exceedingly applicable to our 
fubjeft, as the great evil occafioncd by fuper- 
ftition doth not proceed from the perform- 
ance 

{cj Mu Dutlos, the elegant authof of ^hc life of 
Lewis the eleventh. This gentleman, who was per- 
}>etaal fecretary to the atademy of Belles lettres^ died 
in^ the courfe of the Ikil year. K. 

C^J The reign of this prince is rendered memorable 
by the dorm of I^nan. Eight hundred peribns who had 
efcaped from flaughter, were condemned to die. Thefe 
little executions happened alfo in the Protocol of tie good 
§litim€. 
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ance of Idle ceremonies, or the obfervation 
of ufclefs falls, but from its having deluded 
mankind into a perluafion, that the remedy 
againft their misfortunes i^ difcovered. It is 
a kind of convention fuggefted by ignorance, 
to prefer ve the union of terror and idlenefs. 
Should contagions infedl the human race, 
proceifions arc ordered, whilft the caufes, 
and the cure of plagues are not the objedts of 
enquiry. Should the field mice devour the 
corn, fhould caterpillars confume the vines, 
there muft be more proceflions, but no phy- 
ficians. It is not only amidit our provinces 
that thefe notions fo generally prevail ^ we 
may obferve them in the beft houfes, and 
the moft fafhionable company. The good 
eld time is a moral fuperftition ; it. will, in- 
deed, pafs away like other> fuperftitions, but 
its difappearance will be later, on account of 
thofc vain ideas with which it is connefted^ 
Some remarks on this infatuation may poflibly 
be ufeful. 

I could wifli to know, at once, what aera; 
of hiftory is to be chofen, for the objeft of 
our admiration^ It is not, one would be in- 
clined to hope, the age of Fredegonde^ and 
Brunehaut\ much lefs the age of the Faineansy 

or 
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Or kings who did nothing, and the mayors 
•of the palace^ Charles Martel^ Pepin, and 
Charkmagne were, undoubtedly, great men ^ 
fo alfo were Tamerlane, and Peter the firft, 
and yet we do not on that account admire the 
Tartars, and the Ruflia«s. Our anceftors 
under Charles Martel plundered the ecele- 
fiaftics, who had plundered their fathers: 
Charlemagne, after having deluged his coun- 
try with blood, gave laws to a barbarous 
people. Before his time, fociety was in itis 
moft imperfeft favage llate 5 but he himfelf 
was crueU a lion reigning over wolves^ As 
to the Carlovingians, they, like the firfl: Ca- 
petians, muft be forgotten. There remain 
, then Philip Auguftus, and Saint Lewis^ 
Here, we perceive the eftablilhment of the 
feodal law ; the nobility in all their fplendor, 
and their courage exalted by the Crufades. 
At this period, alfo, arofe the golden age of 
chivalry. But, •confult the EJfay on general 
biftory^ that model of hifiorico-pbilofophical 
works ; confult Mr. Hume, illuftrious in the 
fame career ; confult Abbe de Velly(^J him- 
VoL. IL H felf, 

(ij Abbede Velly, who died in 1759, had com- 
pleted only eight volumes of his ** hiftoire de France," 
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felf, thefirftof our hiftorians who hath re* 
collefted that there werfe manners, and laws, 
and you will perceive that thefe generous 
Crufaders were perfidious towards the Greeks 
and Saracens ; to each other, treacherous, 
and unjuft ; and to the whole community, 
cruel, and avaricious. Examine the hiftories 
of thofe times, and bbferve how Charles of 
Anjou,(/j and his fucceflbrs conducted them- 

felves 



when it was taken up by Villaret, who begun with the 
reign of Philip the fixth, and ended at the 348 th page 
of the 1 7th volume. The continuation is by Mr, Gar- 
nier. The work hath been exceedingly well received in 
France. The iirft part of it, however, is, in fome 
places, inaccurate. The ftile, though not remarkable 
either for ftrength, or elegance, is eafy, natural, and 
tolerably corredl. The private charaifler of Velly was 
vnexceptionable, and he enjoyed a gaiety of temper, 
with which the learned are but feldom bleil. It was 
fomething beyond the national livelinefs ; a Angularity 
which even his countrymen could not avoid remarking. 
His firll appearance as a writer was in a tranflation from 
Swift. " John Bull," or « le Proccs fans fin."^ K.. 

(f) Charles of Anjou, brother to Saint Lewis of 
France, received the invefliture of Naples, and Sicily, 
in 1265. In the courfe of the following year, Man- 
feed, the natural fon of the emperor Frederick the fc- 
cond, afpiring to the Neapolitan throne, fell in the 
a£Uon againfl Charles, on the plains of fienevento. 
The €onq[aeror feized on all the treafures of Manfred, 

whofc 
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(cives in the courfe of their conquefts^. The 
Sicilian Vefpers have, for a long time, only 
traced oUt to us the perfidy of the, Italians \ 
let them, for once, inform us what was the 
tyranny of their fubduers. The young Con'- 
radin periflied by the hands of the public ex- 
ecutioner; Andrew of Hungary C^^ was af- 
faffinated by his wife % poifon, and the fword 
defolated without controul the fineft countries 
of the earth* Such are the works of the good 
vld time. 

H 2 Doth 

whofe widow, and children periflied in prifon. In two 
years afterwards, Conradin, duke of Swabia, and 
grandfon of Frederick the fecond, endeavouring to re- 
cover his inheritance, was taken prifoner by Charles^ 
and executed in the market place at Naples. The con- 
dud of this unhappy youth, when on the fcaffbl4> was 
a gallant aflertion of his right ; he threw his glove 
amongfl the people, and faid, ^' by this token, my legal 
title to the crown devolves on Peter, Prince of Arragon.'* 
A knight, at whofe feet it fell, had the courage to take 
it up, and carried it to James, king of Arragon, who 
had married a daughter of Manfred. In 1282, the Si>- 
cilians revolted, and on Eafter-day, when the bell rang 
to VefperS) ma/Tacred nearly eight thoufand of the 
French. K. 

(g) Andrew of Hungary was the firft hufband of 
Joan of Naples, who, afliiled by her lover, Lewis^ 
prince of Tarento, and others, caufed him to be ilrangled 
in 1 345 , He had only reached his nineteenth year. K. 
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Doth the reader afk for inftances of another 
kind ? he may obferve the wife of Philip the 
bold accuftd by a barber of having poifoned 
Lewis, and exculpated by a Beguine^ or 

nvin.(b) He may recolleft, that the- three 
daughters-in-law of Philip the fair were con- 
vifted of adultery \(i) that Enguerrand dc 
Marigny(^) fell a facrifice to the jealoufy of 

Charles 

^1.. ' ■ l.ii. rl I ' ■ - ■ «ii. I II. .11 ' » 

(b) Peter dc la BrofTe, barber to SaintXewis, and 
afterwards Chamberlain to Philip the bold, apprehen- 
iive that Mary the wife of this prince might acquirb too 
great an af^endancy over her huiband, accufed her of 
having poifoned Lewis, the eldeft fon of Philip, by a 
former marriage; a nun of Niville was confulted, who 
detefted the calumny, and de la BrofTe was hanged. K. 

(i) Margaret of Burgundy, the wife of Lewis the 
quarrelfomc; was convidted of adultery, and ftranglcd 
in prifon. Joan of Burgundy, the wife of Philip the 
long, was alfo accufed of adultery, but her hufband re- 
ceived her again. Blanch, the wife bf Charles the fair* 
was found .guilty of the fame crime, but faved her life> 
by pleading the jiuflity of her marriage, on account 
of too near a confanguinity. K. 

(k) Marigny, defcended from an illullrious family, 
was prime niiniller to Philip the fair. It cannot be de- 
tiicd that he opprefTcd the people with taxes, altered 
the coinage, and committed fevcral flagrant afts of in- 
juflice: but the reafon for which he was fentenced to 
death by Charles de Valois, though pretended to arifc 
iblely from the ncccflity of punilhing a corrupted {tr^ 

vaat 
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Charles dc Valois ; and ,that as vile intcreft, 
and fordid avarice are the conftant attendants 
on ferocity of manners, fo when Philip de 
Valois was engaged againft Edward the third, 
the whole kingdom became^ a theatre of 
treachery and treafon. The great officers, 
the chief fervants of Philip were bought, 
and penfioned by England. Fjrom diQoyalty, 
they proceeded to'aflaffinations, and flagrant 
afts of robbery were followed by mUrder. 
The murders of the conilable Lacerda, the 
duke of Burgundy and the duke of Orleans, 
are the moft notorious :(l) but how many ob- 

\l 3 fcuter 

vant of the ftate, was grounded on the refentment 
which he bore againft him^ for having on a former oc- 
cafion contradi^ed him in full council. Marigny was 
hanged o»a gibbet, which he himfelf had caufed to be 
ereded for the execution of others. Mezerai, in hia 
relation of this event, indulges his natural antipathy 
againft the gatherers of taxes, and remarks that ** as 
mafter of the buildingj Marigny was honoured nvith a 
place at the upper end of it, and took precedence of all the 
other thieves,** Charles, on his death-bed, mentioned, 
with much remorfe, his perfecution of this minifter, 
who had been condemned unheared. The children of 
Marigny were afterwards invefted with the eftates and 
honours of the family. K. 

(I) Lacerda, appointed conftable of France, after 
(he execution of Count d'-Eu, was aflaiSnated by 
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fcurer crimes were perpetrated cither before^ 
orafte^ the commiffion of theie more ftriking 
crimes ? if in the time of Charles the feventb> 
onefingle day of brightnefs gladdened France, 
by how terrible a reign was his fpkndid^ 
but toilfome reign fucceeded ? I fliould ima- 
gine that the prefent age is but little difpofed 
to receive as an apology for the crimes of 
Lewis the eleventh, that this prince hath fee 
the Other kings free. His avarice, fraud* 
and cruelty, have been but too much imi- 
tated by his fubjefts^ It may alfo be feen* 
when Charles the eighth marched on to a 
Gonqueft tolerably lawful, if any eonqueft 
■ • can 

Charles the wicked« of Navarre, in revenge for his 
having obtained the earldom of Angoulemc, which 
Charles had claimed as the marriage portion of his 
wife, the daughter of John, king of France. Lewis» 
duke of Orleans, was affaffinated at Paris, in Novem- 
ber, I407> by order of the duke of Burgundy. This 
murder was the origin of thofe diffentions between the 
houfes of Orleans, and Burgundy, which proved fa 
fatal to France. John, duke of Burgundy, was flab- 
bed on the bridge of Montereau, at an interview with 
the Dauphin, in September 1419. Hiflorians have 
doubted whether this murder was preme^ated ; neither 
is it certain that Tanequi du Chaflel^ Committed it« 
The reader may fee this point very ably difcuiTed in the 
third volume of f« Effais fur P^iris," by .Mr. de Stc* 
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can be lawful, what opinion this Italy, al- 
ready fo corrupted, had formed of the French 5 
our hiflorians defcribe the Italians as traitors, 
nor are they miftaken : the hiflorians of Italy 
paint the French ferocious, covetous, and 
debauched j they alfo are not miftaken. Let 
us read Guicciardini in particular, and we fhall 
foon difcover his opinion of the barbari 
Francefi^ 

We admire Francis the firft, and becaufe 
he told Charles the' fifth that he lied in bis 
throaty we fuppofe him to have been more 
brave and fpirited than this emperor* More 
impartial modern writers(i»^ have proved that 
Francis the firft, although extremely valiant, 
was much more rafli, and not bolder than 

H 4 Charles 

(m) Sec ** Eflai fur Phiftoire gcnerale,** by Mr. d« 
Voltaire, and " Vie de Francois I," by Mr. Gaillard. 
The laft work was publifhed in 1766, in four volumes, 
]2mo. and is in all refpeds what the French call a' 
chef-d^oewvre. There is another excellent performance, 
for which every nation in general, and two great king- 
doms in particular, are greatly indebted to Mr* Gaillard ; 
and this is '< Hifloire de la rivalite de la France, et de 
I'Angleterre, 3 vols. i2mo." Too much can never be 
advanced in favour of a work, the diredl tendency 
of which is to extinguilh national hatred, and to in- 
fpire a fpirit of peace, by evincing the abfurdity and 
inutility of war. K. 
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Charles the fifth; that he certainly fought 
like a true knight, but that he forfeited his 
word, and had recourfe to artful fubterfugcs, 
in order to break through thofe cngagemems, 
into which he had entered, h is^ befides> 
evident, how little the admihi ft ration of juf- 
tice was attended to, during the rciga of this 
king. Iniquitous and arbitrary connmiffion^ 
determined the fate of the princes, and chief 
fubjefts of the ftate. Fanaticifm arofe in all 
its violence. We may rccolkdl thofc* hor*!- 
rible executions under Oppede, and Guerin^ 
at Cabrieres^ and Merindole.(») The he- 

retie^t 

{nj Oppede was the firft prefident, and GueriDj^ 
counfellor to the parliament of Aix. An ordinance 
was ilTued in 1540, diredling that fuch houfes, cafllcs^ 
and forts, in Merindole, and Cabrieres, as botonged 
to the Vattdois heretics, fhould be razed to the ground. 
Nineteen of the priticrpal inhabitants of Merindole 
were condemned to the flames. Tbey prevailed on the 
cardinal Sadolet to intercede for them with Francis the 
iirft, who promifed to fpare them, on condition that* 
they abjured thcirerrors. The Vaudois were inflexible, 
and Oppede, afiilled by Guerin, at length proceeded to 
execution. With a Iktle array, raiied for the purpo(e, 
they fell on thefe defoncelefs people, killed all they^ 
met, and burned the houfes, granaries, corn fields, and 
tree*. The fugitives were purfued by the light of the 
fires. Sixty men, and thirty womea were allwhare* 

snain«<i 
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retics were purfued, gibbets were eredbed, 
and the flakes were Jighted, whilft Francis 
entered into an alliance with the Turks, and 
convcrfed with Clement Marot/^^) 

Ifliali 



mained in Cabrieres ; they furrendercd on a promife of 
pardon, and were inftantly malTacred. During this re- 
ligious perfecation, forty-four villages were reduced to 
afhes, and more than three thoufand perfons, of all 
ages, and of both fexes, p rifhed either by fire, or the 
fword. Thefe barbarities were afterwards enquired inta 
by the parliament of Paris. Oppede excalpated him* 
felf, and was releafed; but Guerin, accufed of other 
crimes, all foreign to the purpofe, fuch as a mif-ap* 
plication of the royal provifions, calumnies, prevari- 
cations, &c. was fentcnced to be hanged, and fufTered 
at Paris in 1554. Mr. de Voltaire, who obferves that 
he was executed on account of the malTacre of Cabri'« 
eres, and Merindole» hath adopted the miflakes of 
former hiftorians. K. 

(e) The better half of thecharafter, which Martial 
gives of himfelf, is far from being applicable to Marot ; 
*' La/ci*va eft nohis paginay *vitaproha eft J**. The morals 
of the French poet were diiTolute to an extreme ; many 
of his epigrams are almofl as full of wit, as of inde- 
cency. In a chara^er fo inconfiftent, it is not fingular 
to find the mingled flights of piety, and debauchery. 
The fame hand from which we receive an obfcene bal- 
lad, prefents us with a tranflation of the Pfalms. The 
lafl was cenfured by the Sorbonne. Marot died greatly 
diftreiTed in 1544. He had been valet ds chambre to 
f rancif. K. 
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I lliall only mention the civil wars which 
have filled up the interval between this prince, 
and Henrv the fourth, to make one obfefva- 
tion ; and this is, that many perfons hav$: en- 
tertained a grpundlels belief, that it was the 
Medtcis^ who corrupted the morals of the 
.nation, and deftroyed the ancient fpirit of 
chivalry. With regard to morals, they who 
know of what diforder Francis the fiift, 
and Lewis the twelfth died;(/>) they, wjio not 
having been at the trouble of enquiring into 
the anecdotes of thofe times, reft contented 
with reading the epigrams of Clement Marot, 
and the entertaining, but exceedingly ob- 
fcene performance of the Curate of Meudon^(q) 

which 

CpJ Lewis the twelfth, when he was fifty- three, ef- 
poufed Mary, the fifter of our Henry the eighth. She 
was fixteeni The amorous king forgot his tender con- 
fiitution, and fell a martyr to the enjoyment of beauty^ 

in lefs than four months after the marriage A 

diforder, at that period, almoll incurable, and^under 
which he had languifhed nine years, proved fatal to 
Francis. The hulband of the fair Feroniere became a 
willing invalid, that he might make a faithlefs wife de- 
Uroy a rival, whom he durft not openly oppofe. K. 

(fj Th& curate of Meudon is the celebrated Rabe- 
lais, to whofe learning, wit^ humour, and indecency, 
few are Grangers, His Gargantua is dedicated to the 

cardinal 
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which is dedicated to a cardinal, m^ eafily 
conceive what pains it muft have coft the Me^ 
diets, to convert the French into libertines, 
SQund morals, as we fhall have occafion to 
prove in the fequel, are not the fruits of opi* 
nion, but of toil : they are not to be found 
amongft the rich and indolent : they flee, in 
particular, from all thofe who live amidfl: 
perils, and difturbances ; z dangerous life, and 
a licentious life are fyhonimous terms. There 
was no reafon why Chivalry fhould have been 

more 



cardinal de Tournon. It is but julllce to the memory 
of Rabelais, to take notice of a \'ery fcarce book, ia 
oftavo, the full title of which is " Les/onges drolatiques 
de Fantagruel'j conienant plufieurs figures^ de Vin'ventton iB 
Mmtre Rabelais ; et dernier oeunjre d^icelui. pour la rt* 
creation des bons ejprits,^^ Paris y le Breton^ 1565. This 
work, without any difcourfe, or more particular ex^ 
planation, than what is prefented in the title, and aa 
cpiftle dedicatory which follows it, contains an hundred 
and twenty fingular, and original figures, engraven oa 
wood. It feems evident that thefe were the cuts, which 
ferved as models, to the celebrated Callot, when he ex- 
ecuted thofe grotefque figures, with which the colleftors 
of prints are fo well acquainted, and of which Callot 
paflcs for the inventor. Mr. de Bure, to whom lam 
indebted for this information, very juftly remarks, that 
w'e ftiould fometimes ftrip-the modejns of their pretend- 
ed difcoveries, were we to rummage oftner amongft 
thofe works, which have appeared before theirs. K. 
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more exempted from libertiriifm, than the 
profeffion of fmugglers, or failors. 

A learned academician(r) hath been pleafed 
to decorate with Attic graces, the picture of 
our ancient knights, as if defirous of infufing 
into their charafter . the tgentlencfs of his 
manners, and the delicacy of his ftile. But 
his candour, truly worthy of his lubjeft, hath 
not permitted him to leave us too long under 
the delufions of enthufiafm, and, like an 
orator moved with the tears of his audience, 
he informs us in his fifth memoir, that, pro- 
bably, not one fyllable of what he hath ad- 
vanced, concerning the vertue of tiiefe 
knights, is true. I ihall take him at his laft. 
word, and think with him, that Chivalry was 
enly a pedantic^ and ceremonious fociety of ig-^ 
norant^ and quarrelfome men. That^ by the ma^ 
jority of them^ religion was no betterferved than 
shijiaie. That having made a vow to exalt ^ 
and defend each other ^ they had been invefied by 
the church with the titles of Patrons y Vifcounts^ 
fcff. notwithjianding all which^ they had in-^ 
cejfantly abufed their powers, to the prejudice 
even of thofe who had been placed under their 

fafeguard^ 

(r) See five memoirs on chivalry, by Mr. de la Curn/^ 
dc S:c. Fdlajc^ Mem, 4^ Pacad. dcs infcrip, ^. 20^ 
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fafeguard. That proteSiors only in the namcy 
but real oppreffors^ they bad feized on tbofe pof- 
fejfwns^ which they were to have defended^ the 
which identical feizures bad introduced the .im^ 
propriations of tithes. That JlriSfly tied down 
to the daily performance of particular duties^ 
they imagined that4hey had purchafed by certain 
pra^iceSy the right of violating all the laws of 
chrijlianity. That if their religion^was no more 
than a confufed heap of fuperftition^ we are not 
obliged to adopt a different idea, relative to their 
gallantry, and the innocence of their commerce 
with the ladies. That as their devotion was but 
one remove from irreligicn, fo their enthuftafm in 
love, was but one remove from the moji horrible 
debauchery. That the morals never had been 
more corrupted, or the prevalence of libertinifm 
more univerfaL That for the convenience of 
thefe vices, particular ftreets, and quarters of 
Saris were the fixed places of refort, and that 
even Saint Lewis complained, that an infamous 
receptacle was fJuated behind his tent. That 
we muji difiruft the applaufe, bejlowed on the 
pafi ages, and that two or three centuries before 
Marot, writers had, like him, alluded with re- 
gret, to that influence of love, fo peculiar to the 
food old time. That the confummate ignorance 

of 
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3f the knights y and the confidence - 'Ibhich they 
were obliged to place in the officer $ of juftice^ be^ 
came the four ce of every fpecies of vexatious pro* 
fecutions : in fhort^ that thefe new tyrants of the 
people founds in their turn^ more dangerous ty* 
rants amongft the Clerks and EccleftafiicSy who 
had been appointed magifirates. T'hefe were a 
Jet of ignorant^ immoral men, converfant only 
in calculations of finances ^ and the di/honefi cavils 
if the law. 

What can be added to the teftimony of 
this learned author^ whofe too favourable an- 
ticipation is all to which we muft objed ? let 
us conclude, by obferving that, in order to 
regret the good old time^ it is neceffary to be 
ignorant. It muft however be confefled thar^ 
in thefe times, ignorance is ftillno rarity. 
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The influence of the revival of learning upon the 

condition of Mankind. 



ji!N OW, that our rapid) but extended ob* 

• 

fervations have conduced us to an epoch, at 
no confiderable diftance from the prefent 
timeS) it may be neceflary to refer to our 
principal objefl. Examining whether man- 
kind had hitherto acquired that degree of hap- 
pinefs, to which, in a ftate of fociety, they 
might have formed pretenfions, we did not 
remain fatisficfd with having Ihewn that they 
were very far removed from it, but concluded 
it neceflary to enter into a detail, concerning 
theobftacles which retarded their progrefs, 

Wc 
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We have fearched into hiftory, and amidft 
the number of years which its records have 
laid open to our view, have but too accurate-, 
ly traced the proportion of caufes, ^g^effefts ; 
ancT too fully are we convinced, that the peo- 
ple were not only ftrangers to real happinefs, 
but that they had never taken the road which 
might have led to it. Our furprife diminifh- 
cd, but our concern increafed, when we felt 
the conviftion that the moft efteemed go- 
vernments, and the moft revered legiflations 
have never been diredled to that fole end of 
all government, the acquifttion of the greateji 
welfare of the greateji number of individuals : 
but in amends for this melancholy picture of 
the paft, enlivening rays of hope arife, as we 
look forward at the future, whilftour opi- 
nion of the prefent abounds with comfort. 
If we have admired our anceftors the lefs, we 
have efteemed our contemporaries the more, 
and the more alfo do we expeft from our pof- 
terity. Nothing, therefore, remains, but to 
remove the objeftions which might prevent 
the reader from concurring with thefc fen- 
timents : in order to efFeft this, we (hall at- 
tempt to prove, firft, that a principal tending 
towards perfeftion, a ctip/k of amendment, 

cxift 
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CXI ft at prcfcnt ; fecondly, that this principle^ 
and this caufe have already adted in a very fen- 
fible manner 

Howfoever writers may have been feduccd 
by the livelincfs of the imagination^ or the 
fabtlety of the undcrftanding, to queftion 
whether the fciences were advantageous to 
mankind, {\xz\i frequently affeffed doxsbts can 
be referred only to the comparifon between 
humanity in a ftatc of nature, and humanity 
in a focial ftate. In either cafe, it muft be 
acknowledged as an eftabliftied principle, that 
man cannot, in his focial capacity, be too en- 
lightened. Placed within a phyfical, political* 
and moral fyftem, a fmall part of one great 
whole, his duties arife from his relations; 
and that being will be iaid to have reached 
the heighth of moral perfedtion^ who fhali 
have fully comprehended in 'what manner he 
ought to co«exift with the reft. It is clear," 
therefore, beyond a^ doubt that there is a 
fcience, a do&rine for each individual ^ and 
equally certain is it, that there is a fcience 
for focieties, for empires, and for mankind 
In general. But why, at the fame time, is 
this fo neceffary a fcience thus di/ficult to be 
acquired ? we fix the* sera of the revival of 
. Vol. II. I litcratutc 
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literature near the fifteenth century; the 
eighteenth century now approaches its con- 
clufioa, and three hundred years have elapf- 
ed, before (o imporiant a ftudy hath pafled 
its firft rudiments. BefideS) the traces of li- 
terature were perceptible previous to its re- 
vival. Why, then, during this^ fenfiblie, 
though nK>mentary reign, did it not produce 
any of thofe efFefts, which we at prefent ex- 
peft from it ? thefe are two important ob- 
jeftions. We were defirous . of prcventii^ 
them, and fhall now reply to tl\cm. 
. To fucceed the better, let us, for a mo- 
ment, have rccourfe to the diaiediic of So- 
crates, and alk our fuppofed adverfary, if- he 
hath never known pcrfons, who poiieflcd 
elegant houfcs, and yet were without furni- 
ture ; great lords, who occupied magnificent 
pal^es, and yet wanted neccflaries j princes, 
who kept fplendtd courts, exhibited public 
fpeftacles, gave fcafts, and yet had neither 
troops, nor money ; if he cannot deny this, 
kt me aflc him, why he would have mankind, 
in general j> conduct themfelvcs more con- 
formably to their interefts, thaa mankind 
taken individually ? he is pofitive that good 
laws are more ferviceable than fine looking^^ 

glaffes. 
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glafies, and that great roads are more ne- 
ceffary than velvet clothes : ncvertlielefs we * 
have ' bfought our looking-glafics to per- 
ftt&iofv^ bftfoart our laws,, and our manufao> 
tufes before our roads^ It is becaufe that 
when reafoa awoke,. Iict faculties were not 
.|if ogrefllvely amd naturaUy expanded ; it i» 
i^caufe a thouiand diHerent circumftancea 
maintained an LnAuence over her 6f ft efforts, 
and changed her direftion. Wc generally 
err, by €oo£dering things too abftra^diy, 
and by Squaring our notions with certain ex- 
preffions, which are fnetjuently no mc^e than 
ggar^s^ or abridged formularies, ferving to 
coUe£k ouF ideas, in fady the words: revival 
t^f Uteraiure^ infancy cf reafon^ and unfoldii^ 
knowledge ppefeot themielves more ea&ly lo 
tbe mind, than aU thofe circumftances which 
have either accelerated, or retarded the fteps 
of our progtefs. 

. It is well known that at the deftruftion, oo 
at kaft the final abafement of the Grecian en>- 
pire, the Mules fled for ibelter into Italy. 
Thus much is fuificient to fatisfy our cu- 
riofity. We perceive the fcienccs* tranfplant- 
ed into a new foil, where they ftrike a deep 
root, grow, extend their (hades, produce 

I 2 many 
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niahy flowers, and at lafl fomc fruits: We 
accuftom ourfelves no longer to behold fo 
intcrefting an objeft, but in the fame point 
, of view ; it fecms enotJgh that the imagina- 
tion is fatisfied, withoutexercifing the judg- 
ment. And yet the Italians have Ihewn^ in 
fome profound diflertations, that the revival* 
of letters was not folely owing to the Greeks* 
In fad, Dante, and Petrarch had preceded 
Lafcaris, and Hieronymus. And if the har- 
mony and graces of Ariofto are owing to the • 
feflbns of the laft, it muft be confefled that 
they are fine and forward fruits. There 
muft, ' therefore, be other principles to which 
it may be ncceflary to refer, and it fecms na- 
tural to fearch for them, amidft the political 
fituation of fome of the ftatcs of Europe. 

Mr. DE Voltaire hath very juftly ob- 
fcrved, that, during no inconfiderable fpace 
of time, Rome was truly the capital of the 
Chriftian world, and the Pope a kind of in- 
dependent, univerfal monarch. But this em- 
pire, fupported only by opinion, muft havci 
proved incapable of uniting magnificence with 
authority, and profit with pleafurc, unlefs it 
had been attached to fome temporal fovereign- 
iy, unlds it had enjoyed fome certain do- 
• main. 
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pfiaih, where the funds, produced by verbal 
commerce, and a Ipiritual exchange, might 
have been realiled. Previous to the fifteenth 
century, whether the Pontiffs refidcd at 
Rome, or whether they fought an afylum in 
Avignon, as they were either coqftantly befet 
with a rebellious populace, and ambitious 
emperors, or entirely eclipfed by the fo- 
vereign, to whom they almoft became as fub« 
je£);s, they found it impofllble to attend to 

• anything, except their power, and their of^ 
jtentation. It was, therefore, neceifary that 
the Popes, in order to encourage the fciences, 
ftould have^ conftantly refided in a ftate of 
uninterrupted tranquility at Jlome. Perhaps 
fomething more was neceflary, perhaps ai^j 
the tmtb was wanting to fill the pcii&fical 
throne. 

Undoubtedly, fince literature was^ deftined 

, to flourifli again in Europe, it ought to have 
rifen within a mild climate, and under a fe* 
rene Iky ; in a country where nature haftened 
^11 her produftions, and left the leaft for 
ma;i to a(k. It fhould have revived, par- 
ticularly, amongft a people whom commerce 
had rendered rich, indullrious, and curious % 
and whov recoUefting the glory of their an«^ 

I 3 ceftors:^ 
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•cent palaces, mu ft find a Michael Angeh, t 
Raphael^ or a Carracbio : rich, and powerful 
individuals, defirous of ff curing to themfelves 
the favour of the people, by difplaying the 
attraftions of pleafure,* are fure of forming 
poets, and artifts. Thus luxury, which, in 
Italy, fprang from commerce, and fuper- 
ftition, conducted to Florence, and to Rome, 
the fine arts and polite literature.(j) 

But, ineffeftually muft Princes have en^ 
dcavoured to infpire the people with a taftc, 
and pafllons like their own, unlefs they had 
difcovered a natural inclination in their minds, 
a favourable circumftance, and fuch, that 
whilft the one afted, the other became at 
leaft attentive. It is in this refpeft, I fhpuld 
fuppofe that the fubverfion of the empire of 
the Baft may be confidered as a fecondary 
caufe of the revival of ktters. Indeed, it 
cannot be too often repeated, that the Greeks 
were the greateft enemies of reafon. Bacon 
hath humoVoufly obferved, that ^11 their phi- 
lofbphy wore a charafteriftic of childhood, 

that 

(s) The age of Pericles was the age of aFts to Athen.9» 
becaufe this celebrated general expended in ornament- 
ing the city, all the money which had been, product 
b/ liis conc^uefts, and thafcootributioQs of alHe3« ' 
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that it was ready at habbling^ hut unable to en^ 
gender.(t) Whilft any fchools cxifted ill 
Greece, there remained, if I may be allowed 
the expreffion, manufaftories of words, in 
which a mod dangerous contraband trade was 
carried on, within the empire of reafon. It 
.was a fortunate ftroke id favour of the human 
underftanding, when the fabre of the Turks 
cut afunder the gordion knot of this miferable 
logic. Befides, the fubtlety of the Grecian 
fchools was become a double obftacle to the 
revival of letters, becaufc, by exercifing itfclf 
on theological fubjcfts, it kept the holy fee 
• continually in play, and prolgnged the endlefs 
difputes between the two churches. The 
popes had good reafon to prefer the con- 
troverfy of the Koran, to the controverfy of 
Photius : thus tranquility, the repofe of the 
. mind, induced the people to receive the fine 
. arts with that attention, of which they ftood 
' in need, dxiring the firfl: moments of their 
revival. 

The 

(tj Et d« otilitate aperte dicendum eft f pientiam 

iftam, quaxn a Graecis potiffimum haafimus, paexitiam 

quamdam icientis videri, atqae habere quod propxium 

eft pueroruniy ut ad garriendura prompta, ad generan« 

«dum invalida^ et inunatura fit. Inftauratio magna. 
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' The poflibiUty of amiiSng mankind was ^ 
grcfkt ppiot gained, and yet many fteps were 
€0. be taken, before they cpqld be rcDcJered 
fufceptible of ii^ftrudioa. It wa^ owing tp 
ofte^itwion* i^nd. vain curiofity, that books, 
;S|nd ipani^fcriptfi were coUetled. But, whilft 

A 

^Gft^t purch^fed, their libramos read. 
JCabinet$ have b^f:ti freqiueutly operved to dif- 
|Jiay the cQagnifice0x:e of their contents, yet 
-pcrioDS have enured idiem who fought only 
ior fcience^ . It was, neverthekfi, natural that 
tl^itudyof :bopks &ouki havje preceded the 
fiudy of things. Manufcripts were incom- 
plete, and copies incmrcSi. To read ufd^ 
fully, it was firft neceffary to read right. The 
fcholar was a^ipcious to fupply omiffions, ^nd 
•re&ify erpors^, hecon>pared manuferipts, and 
-collated c<)pies. To effijft th<€, it was not 
-oaly requificc perfe49:ly to underftand the dead 
languages, but to po^fs^ a profound know« 
Jedge of hiftory. Frona thcjfe ftudies arofe 
the commentators, the fcholiafts, precurfors, 
or the advanced guard of fcience. From 
hence, reiiaJted two great conveniences* 
Knowledge became more eafy, and the fa- 
culties of the mind more acute, and power- 
ful. And here, I muft take the liberty to 

obferve^ 
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obferve, that ignoraat vankf, and* prc- 

iumptuoiis idlends aloae >could poSMy died 

a^ifc contempt for thafe refpedable men, to 

whom we owe fuch iine edicionfi, fuch illiii^ 

traiions of ancient z\sxhors.(u) Alas i what ^ 

Ihould we have been withoiut them ? aa chis 

age of pieafuf^, and of >difiipaa:ioi^, vrivere is 

rhetnan ^ karnmg, who could have the 

refolution, baneiy to nadertake what thejr 

have executed i 

The 



ifuj The Scaligcr*, the family of Stephens, Sal- 
ma£ttSy Rhadomau, Gronavius, Ifaac, ^nd Merk Ca^ 
faubon^ .aie turned ioto ri^dijcaj^ pjoly by the pretended 
jnen of Jearningy who .reading no claffics, excepting; 
thofe which their regents had formerly explained tp 
ihem, boail th^t they underfland Latin, becaufe the]r 
comprehend tonus padTagcs in ibme pairticular autkoss* 
As for me, who lay no xlaim to this great fadlityii I 
like to fludy the ancients folely in thefe valuable Fa^ 
riorum editions, which are flill to be met with, in the 
libraries x>f the<cu^ious literati. I find it impoffible td 
peruie them, without admiring the a^oniftiii^g ^l^iHty^ 
with which thefe learned fcholiafts h^ve reftored, .and ^^ 
plained the text, by a reference to manners, and cyf- 
toais, and the manners and xruftoms, by connecting 
th^m with an inhnile number of quoted paflages, tp 
which the generality of rea^ders would have paid no at« 
tention. This is a tribute of gratitude, which a lov;^ 
of letters, who certainly doth not pretend to erudition, 
isrith pleafure^ offers to their memory. , 
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The magnificence of princes, and the 1^ 
bours of the firft literati, arrived then by flow 
degrees, at the power of facilitating the entry 
of fcience, by renwving all the rubbiQi, and 
all the ruins which impeded its progrefs; but 
this knowledge, the attainment of which was 
jrcndcrcd poflible, was never any thing more 
than the knowledge of the ancients. Now, 
we have already proved that it had not hithertd 
made the lead advances towards that univesr 
fal end of all philofophy, the acqiiifition of the 
greatejl welfare of the greatefi number of indi- 
viduals. We muft have obferved how all the 
legiflations proceeded on falfe principles, iii 
that even down to our times, reafon may be 
faid only to have agitated herfelf within the 
cradle. When thefe ftudies had been revived, 
.jflill mankind remained, for a while, at a 
greater diftance from the propofed end, than 
they had ever been. Such, in fad, is the 
propcnfityof the human mind, that, like a 
leech, it receives its nourifliment, by ad* 
heringonly to a particular part. When ap- 
plying to the reading, the ftudy, and the ex* 
. plana tioi) of books, books foon become all 
its doftrine, it is wedded to them, it reveres 
them, and being exclufively taken up with 

thern^ 
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tfhem, it ends by fubftituting the inftrument 
m the place of tlic work. He who admires 
authors too much, finds it dilHcult to furpais 
them,(^) and aN worfhip degenerates into fu-> 
perdition* Thus erudition, though engaged 
in fmoothing the path for genius, retarded its _ 
birth. Nor did it fee the light, but under 
the empire of credulity, A vaft curtain was 
drawn over nature. Mankind accuftomed 
to fix their attentipn on he'aven, were ignorant 
of the earth, which they trod under foot; 
the earth, that extenfive depofitory of the ar- 
chives of the world, that fandtuary of na- 
ture, from whence the mind and body receive 
an equal nourifliment. . 

If, amidft the fplcndid days of Greece, 
and beneath the reign of liberty, philofophi- 
cal difputes were fufficicnt to put all minds 
itv motion, to engage thcf whole attention, 
and to occafion a negleft of every other ftudy, 
what diforders muft they not have produced, 
when united with tjie interefts of heaven^ 
when the falvation of fouls was linked with 
fophifins, and when the moft intolerant fe- 

verity, 

(xj Vix enim datur authores fimal, et admirari, ei 
Ittp^are. Bacon. inHauratio magna. 
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ircpky, perp^tu^Uy changing fides, clofed 
ibe train of all opinions with public executi*^ 
ons ? it was then, that a general conibufl:fon> 
Mged equally within the naoral o^der, and the" 
poVhical ofder ; it was then^ chat civil wars 
soufed up a frefh impediment to the progreis 
e^ reaforu ljnfortu{>atelyy the greateft pa« 
tron of letters became the indired caufe o£ 
fbofe evils which iurrounded them* Leo the 
tenth encouraged letters by Wis magnificence^ 
btit this magoigcence had drained his trear 
fures, ami he perceived that fome tFeaXlures 
trcre exceediflgjy neccffary^ to fupport that 
fpiritiial empifre^ which he bad invefted with 
fo much luftre, he contrived a commerce of 
indulgencieSy and as the excefs of impoficions 
is the laft ftage of defpotifm, every foul re- 
voked) and grew ienfible that falvation' had 
been rated at too dear a price. Hence arofe 
that long feries of wairs, concluding only with 
the peace of Weftphalia, wars, in confe- 
quence of which, the empire of reafon loft 
all who had enlifted under their ftandards, 
and who, by,.the violence of their contentions, 
mflanfxed even thofe cooler men, who would 
willingly have ftood neuters. 

But 
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But the impulfion having been once thrown 
into a<ftion> the progrelSve motion^ however 
eafity it might have changed its direftion^ 
could not have flopped entirely. Whilft the 
human mind grew civilized amongft a more 
general number of individuals^ it was only 
amongft a fmialler number, that it became 
enlightened. Poetry beg«kn to improve in 
France^ and England, whilft the itudy of 
phyfics, by feme impoi^tant, but detached 
difcoveries, already pointed out the pdth 
which it was deftined ot\^ day to purfue. A 
.fublime Genius^ the illviftrious Bacon, had en- 
tirely traced it : but it was not until die fup^ 
ceeding century, that this writer found any 
difciples. Monfagne,(y> by producing that 
excellent work, which ftill remains the* moft 
philofophical of any which we have, wrought 
no efieft on his contemporaries; fo that it 
may be obferved of thefe two aftoniflwng au- 

thCM-Sj 
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(j) If> when Montagne firft publifhed bis cflayv 
the French had been but half as unprejudiced, as the 
elegant author of this work, the obfervation that none 
but foreigners did juftice to Xi& merits, mxa^ have 
proved groundleis. Wheiiibever the writings of Moq« 
tag^e are thrown into an honeft balance, learning, phi- 
lofophy, wit, and humour will considerably outweigk 
lis. errors^ his egotifms, and even his indecency. K. 
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thors, that thir light Jhined in darknefs^ and 
the darknefs comfrehtnded it not. Thus a lyf- 
tcmatical fpirit prevailed always in phyfics, 
and a dogmatical fpirit in morality. ' 

But whilft a flow fermentation was felt with-* 
in the republic of letters, a dreadful fermeh* 
ration overthrew political focieties. The Spa- 
nifii ambition having (battered its force, in 
the ftruggle againft the courage of Henry^ 
3|nd the obftinate pe'rfeveratice of the Hoi* 
landers, hatred and vengeance, for a long 
time, wore the malk of fear, and the cardinal 
de Richelieu contrived to eftablilh the fu-. 
pferiority of the houfe of Bourbon, by per- 
fuading Europe thathe ftill defended it againft 
the houfe of Auftria. The wars of Lewis 
the thirteenth rcfembled the agitation of the 
waves, after a temped. They were, indeed, 
troublefome, and tormenting motions, but 
the firft caufe was weakened. Scarcely had, 
the treaty of Munfter, and the Pyrcnean 
treaty prefcribed perpetual bounds to the 
heirs of Charles the fifth, when Europe per- 
ceived with aftonifliment, that flip had only 
exchanged a matter. Lewis the fourteenth, 
born at a time when diflentions were on the 
point of ceafing, drew the happieft advan- 
tages 
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tages from that fatiety, which fuch troubles 
had occafioned . Henry the fourth was m- 
volved in civil wars j Lc^wis the thirteenth 
was engaged in quelling revolts : there re- 
mained only fome flight difturbances for 
I .ewis the fourteenth to fupprefs. His youth, 
his Bgure, a certain greatnefs of foul as vl- 
fible in the refinements of his tafte, as in his 
features^ foon difiufed a frefli enthufiafnti 
through minds already furfcited with theo- 
logy, and harrafled by the bigotry of the 
preceding reigns. A lady, with whom the 
young monarch had opened a ball, faid, as 
(he returned to her feat, " // mujl be €onfeffed 
that this prince was born to be the majier of the 
worlds ^ Such a remark, proceeding from the 
ingenuous didates of felf-love, included an cx- 
tenfive meaning, and all the nation never made 
a better diftinftion. In fa6t, princes are to the 
majority of the people, not only chiefs who 
govern them, but comedians who amufe them. 
If the a£kor performs his part well, if he hath 
a noble and majeftic air, the loweft fubjefts 
pay with pleafure for their places, and crowd 
into the pit, without an apprehcnfion of being 
trodden under foot. All thofe officers, who 
had fignalized themfelves, in the war of /i&/r/jr 
Vol. II. K . jears^ 
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years^ were ftill full of vigour and glory* 
The youth, who faw and liftened tx) them, 
glowed with a define of emulating their mi- 
litary vertues. Thus, it was but one ftep 
from the minuets ^t the Louwe^ to the ffon^ 
tiers of the Low-countries. The conqueft of 
Flatidets, ahd of Frahche-Comtc, announced 
to Europe the objtft of a long calamity. 
Stopped in his career, by a nation, to whom, 
but half a century before, the very name had 
been r efufed, the nronattrh, wounded to the 
heart, felt his fpirit of rivalry embittered with 
vexation* Hence arofe the war df 1672, 
which as it rendered him odious to Europe, 
fo alfo it made way for the defeats at Hochfttt^ 
atid Rttfmiits. But all theife gr^t events, with 
which no reader is unacquainted, are only ap* 
)>licab}e \o our fubjdft, as difcovcring to us 
the j*evailing fpirit of the age of Lewis the 
fourteenth, and furnilhing us with fome idea 
of this celebrated prince, whofe court, and 
ftates, became the firft afylum, in which let- 
ters flouriflied, and were at peace. 

Leo the teiith was only magnificent, and 
volupcuous ; Lewis was alfo fond t£ luxury 
and pleafure, btit with thcfe paffions, he had 
united a thirft for war. Like Leo he eredlcd 

palaces. 
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palaces^ but fie rai fed fortress ; he exhibited 
public flicws, bMt he gav« b^tles. Thus^ 
aii nainds were takien up with their peculiar 
iemp}aymeii(s s wd whjilft ulenp ^nd ait$ 
were fqarcely fu^icif n{ tft gdminifter lo th« 
cmbellilbtDCQt of a fplendid cour^, all the 
a&ivity of the i)obiltty, aa4 ^U t^ atteadoQ» 
^1 the vanity of the people were turned tQ 
(war. But the tpews by which the if^it f^ 
philofophy made fo great a p rogrcfs in Vrmct^ 
it iwift be cooft^nt^ jefl?ei»bered» that by 
the fpirit of |>hi.Ioj(bphy, I mean that, whicb 
applying ijtfeif to peptics, and morality, it 
particularly occupied in profnoti/ag tbcwtt 
fere ff mankijjd. 

it ii5 curiou? to obfcrvc, as we have alreadjr 
done in our difquifition, coi^rtwing the &a^ 
^ government, what were the Jteps j^ken 
i)Y the human mmd^ in her retjur^ towards 
;jeafon. A$ the path wh^ch She pwfued, oa 
lltts ocoaifipn^ w*s cx^fCipcly dev.ious, I would 
lieg leav:e to JKiop a .momectf: hexe, and cvea 
to retrograde a U^itle, aod tiake fads from an 
tarlier period. 

If k be true, that in tjbe moral fcieooes; 
one may always obferve aiflow, but coatinual 
progrefs, fo that found politics, and wcU coa^ 

K 2 carted 



132 AN ESSAY ON 

ccrted Icgiflations become the laft refult of 
our reflexions, it is alfo no lefs evident, that 
amongft thofe fciences, which approach the 
neareft to phyfics, a particular difcovery, a 
fortuitous circumftancc may open to us, in 
an inftant, the mofl: ample career, and greatly 
accelerate our progrefs. Such was the in- 
vention of the compafs which, on a fuddcti, 
extended commerce, and navigation, and 
poured in upon us the riches of a world, 
which had been abfolutely unknown to us. 
Spain reaped the firfl advantages from thefc 
treafures, which Ihe dilEpated in the wars of 
Flanders, and in thofe wars, which fhe in- 
ceflantly fomented in France. Columbus, 
and Cortes, Vefpuzius, and Pizarro only dif- 
covered, and conquered lands to give bifhops 
to the Flemings, and to prepare us to receive 
the council of Trent. All the gold of the 
new world was lavifhcd away in thefe efforts^ 
which, notwithftanding, proved ineflTedu'aU 
Philip the fecond, in this inflance only, re- 
fembling Philip of Macedon, formed greater 
expcftations from thefc new riches, than from 
his veteran troops, which equalled the Ai?- 
cedmian phalanx. From hence, arofe in Eu* 
rope this new axiom : war^ and txpente are 

the 
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the fame thing. From hence, alfo, arofe thfe 
modern cuftom of paying fubfidies to fo- 
reigners, and of making gold and filver the 
capital articles in every political tranfaftion. 
Thefe metals, at that time, became the real 
kings of Europe. It was not to procure the 
conveniences of life, to cftablifh a corrcC- 
pondence with different nations, to employ 
mankind ufefully, and to multiply their en- 
joyments, that fuch dangerous voyages were 
made to America, and the Indies; it was 
folely to acquire gold : but avarice and oeco- 
nomy aft always in oppofuion to each other, 
nor do we ever perceive a thirft after riches, 
united with that wifdqm which watches aver 
their prefervation. The Spanilh monarchy 
becoming weak in proportion as it became 
rich, invaded Portugal to lofe her colonies, 
with its own. The Hollanders, fober, pa- 
tienty and induftrious, got pofleffion of that 
gold, with which it was intended to purchafe 
chainjs for them •, but they diffipatcd jt> in 
their turn, firft, in a lawful defence, and 
next by an obftinate adherence to a principle, 
which confounded the balance of Europe^ 
with the ruin of Lewis the fourteenth.. 

K i T\C\^ 
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Irhis ttlebrated balance of pbwer, which 
wis rtcver ridiculed, until after it had beeii 
difcotired, was at that period, much ttiort 
irDportaint thah it i^ imagined to be atpi^efeRt. 
"What pb#tfr, fey they, can prevail over all 
tlife pdWifii tihited ? trndoubtcdly, any power; 
btit powers kttwft Have time ; they muft feel 
ati iriclinteloii to unite i they muft be well 
arrttdd, they mitft be rich, I flioiild like t6 
ItnoW ^hete ^ny refiftances could haVt befeii 
found, had Alexander of Patma beaten Hen- 
fy the' fbufth, and had ah Infanta of Spiain, 
iriarried to i priftde of Lorrain,^ governed 
iFnnti uhder the laws of Philip the fetond ? 
Is it to be ft]ppofed that the union of Dor* 
drecht could have maintaihed itfelf for any 
length of time? that Sweden would have 
turned her arnis againft Germany, and that 
the princes of the empire would have fti- 
pulated for their independance ? Would Sa- i 
voy haVe acquired the power of forming a 
ftate ? and Would hot the matter of the Mi- 
lanefe, when m^fter of all Lombardy, have 
cftablilhed a fure communication with Ger- 
many, Italy, France, and Spain ? that is for 
the intereft of princes ; this is for the intereft 
of the people. Would not the Spanifli dcf- 

pptifm 
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potifm have introduced that intolerant fpiiit 
which is infeparal^ from it I woi)l4 oot the 
* people have been g^lted l?y a foreign ydce ^ 
and would ncH nations have bent, lilce the 
Americans, under the ignorant, and hn^^ 
guinary pride of a Caftilian viceroy? Ictus 
aow place Lewis the fourteenth in the year 
1667: fuppofe him purfuing his conquefts, 
iQ Flinders ; and perhaps to in&re his fuc«> 
cefs there» it was only njecei&ry to render the 
inflexible) and honeft minds of I'einpk, and 
Van Beuning weak, and venal« Lewis th«!i 
\9^uld have taken pofTeflion of Flanders, and 
Brabaots and had he ik)f^ed h^re for fome 
monabents, be muft have recoUe£bed that thefe 
Hollanders were cxtreniely convenier^t to 
him J that after all, they w^re but rebels, 
whom his aiiceftors would willingly have pro* 
tQ&fidy tiiat they even afked a fovereign from 
France,C«J and that it was nece|fery to bring 
them once into fubjeftion, for their own 
good. Lewis had his annies all in readineis ; 
nothing remained for him but to pafs the 
Meufe. To what power, could thefe unfor- 
tunate people have had recourfe, under fuch 

K 4 cir- 



», 



(zj The duke d'Alengon uader darks tke niadu 



t3& AN ESSAY ON 

circumftances ? would the Englilh have fitted 
out a fleet ? would they have colkfted troops 
for an embarkation ? but their Ihips were not 
ready, their regiments were not compleat- 
td.(a) And had all thefe obftacks been re- 
moved, peace, or war (till depended on the 
inclinations of the king ; and this king was 
governed by a woman, by a Frenc/b woman^ 
purpofely fent into England, and pcnfioned 
by Lewis the fourteenth./ ^> Denmark, Swe- 
den, and the empire could not have aflcm- 
blcd fufficient forces in time. Holland muft 
have been conquered, and foon a Jefuit, 
whom principles of ambition had rendered 
cruel, would have founded an alarm in the 
ears of the viftorious monarch, whenfoever, 
amidft his exploits, he was facrificing to 
pleafure •>. he would have pcrfuaded the fe- 
cretary at war that it was his intereft to em- 
ploy the troops, and peace could be fervice- 
able only to a comptroller- general. Per- 
fecution would have raged throiigh the Unitei 
provinceSj and thofe vertuous citizens, who 
fo chearfully accofted each other, as they 

came 

\ 

(aj The regular troops of the Englifh did not, at 
that time» amount to fix thoufand. 
. (if J The dutchcfs o£ Portfroouth^ 
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came out of their templ^, and churches,, 
would no longer have converfed together, 
without feeling the uneafinefs of mutual fear 
and hatred. The company trading to the 
Eaft Indies, that great territorial empire, 
which fupports tKclittle commercial ftate^of 
Holland, would have pafled for a fociety 
without order, and without polity. Two Com- 
miflaries from the king would have been ap- 
pointed, to promote as much as pofTible, the 
interefts of the piroprietors, that is, to dc* 
prive them of the liberty of ever examining, 
what their real interefts were. Commerce 
woul^ have been reodered fubjeft to all thofc 
admirable regulations, which muft foon ef- 
fectually have deftroyed it; and the three 
millions of men, which might have exifted 
^ in the united couhtries, woulci have been re- 
duced to four, or five hundred thoufand 
wretches, not to be kept in fubjeclion, but 
by placing over them an army, the pay of 
which muft have been wrung from the fineft 
provinces in France. Let the reader judge 
if, after this, Germany could have continued 
independant, and if England could have de- 
fended her liberties againft the Stuarts. All 
this', however, muft have happened, if, when 

Lewis 
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X^wU the fourteenth mad^ hlni&lf mafter ia 
1 667, of Flanders, and Brabant, he had not 
been obliged, in three years afterwards, ta 
take a wider circuit, in order to attack Hd- 
land, on the fide of the Rhine. I fpcak it 
without flattery, although I do not fear lefl; 
any powers ihould contradift me, when I 
make the aiTertion ; the nv»0; fortunate dr« 
cumftanca which can happen in general to 
every people, is to prefcrvc their princes, and 
their forms of govicrnment. The progrefe 
'^ of reafon Ihould tend rather towards improve- 
ment^ than a change v and of all political 
fcourges, ccnquerors are ^e ok^ dangerous, 
Thene is then a rationai, and heceHary ba« 
lance q( power 5 it canfifts in fo difpofing the 
forces of £urope, that the weakeil ftates may 
be iecured agaaaft any darir^ attack, any fud* 
den, and rapidly conduifled invaiion. Now, 
to accompliih this, two means n>u(l concur : 
£rft, defenfive alliances, which wiU not fufitr 
the ftrongcft powers to attack the wcakeft 
powers, without being expofcd to a long and 
doubtful war. Secondly, frontiers fo for- 
tunately fituated, that the weaker power* 
when attacked, may find time to have re- 
courft to its allies. This concurrence exifts 

ia 
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in Europe amotigft all the powers of the fc- 
cond order : amongft the Hollanders, by their 
alliance with England, and by the Barriert- 
treaty^ which interpofes a certain ftuifibef of 
Auftrian places between France, and the 
United Provinces ; whatfoever may be found 
beyond this general nyfus^ this reciprocal rc- 
fiftance will become an obftacle to the tran- 
quility of Europe, will prove a fource of am- 
bition within every council, and fcatter the 
feeds of diftruft through the refpeftive courts* 
It is from this confideration, that fuch nu- 
merous armies are kept on foot, and devour 
the fubfiftance of the people; from hence, ^ 
alfo, proceeds that unfortunate aftivity in the 
Cabinet, which is dignified with the name of 
policy, but which draws the foverejgn, and 
his minifters afide from that true policy, thfe 
whole end of which is the repofe and wel- 
fare of mankind. 

Let us not dwell upon a fubjeft, to which 
we muft ftill too frequently return, but refl: 
fatis&ed with obferving, that this balance 
of power, whether well, or ill founded, fo* 
lid, or ideal, was a new fource of expence, 
which (Tiffipated the money, of which the 
<;ommercial powers had ft ripped the conquer* 

ing 
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ing powers, fo that they all felt themfelvcst 
equally drained and equally in want of peace^ 
But hope, and fear, obftinacy, andjealoufy^ 
paflions as common amidtt governments, as 
amongft individuals, no longer fuffered them 
10 liften to the voice of reafon. 

Th,e intoxication of glory, the debau- 
cheries of ambition, have this, in common 
with the vices of the^loweft profligates, that 
the hour of payment is the firft warning, 
which recalls good fenfe, and brings reflexion 
home. The French having payed exceflivc 
taxes, were convinced that the glory of the 
king their tnafter^ was purchafed at rather too 
dear, a price, and the Englilh, having efti- 
mated the enoripous load of their national 
debt, felt, in their turn, that their endeavours 
to pull down the Grand Monarque^f^j had 
alfo pulled down their fortune, and their 
treafures. It was generally allowed that peace 
was preferable to war, and that plentiful har- 
vefts were more valuable than fireworks, and 
'S'e Deums. She came, this much defired 
peace, and fo lengthened her firft abode on 

earth, 

fcj Thh is the name which the Englifh flill give to 
the king of FrincCj in their pcliticalj^ or rather fetifica^ 
vorks. 
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earth, that every bread was animated with 
hope. If our paffions, and natural inquie- 
tudes forced her to difappear, ftill her returns 
were frequent, and like fome familiar bird, 
difturbed, but not feared away, fhe never took' 
a diftaiv flight, and always found a place of 
reft. 

Peace, highly advantageous to the progrcfe 
of reafon, and philofophy, is particularly lb, 
when appearing amongft a people already ex- 
hauftcd, and fatiated with war. It is then, 
that all frivolous ideas are effaced, and that 
the bodie^ politic, like the organifed bodies, 
are taught by a fenfe of pain, to feek their 
own prefervation •, it is then, that the mind, 
accuftdmed to exercife itfelf on agreeable fub* 
jefts, dwells with double energy on the in- 
veftigation of ufeful fubjefts; it is then, that 
the rights of humanity are challenged with 
fuccefs, and that princes, at once the ere- 
ditors, and debtors of their fubjefts, permit 
them to be happy, that they may be cither 
more patient, or more able to pay. 

Thus, a love of riches, till then the caufe, 
became at length the remedy for thofc ca- 
lamities, with which it had afflided human 
nature. The time is paft, in which the ftatef- 

man. 
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roan, /more the pedant, than the citi?en» r€<- 
jarred to bid culboms all the principles of gOf^^' 

• 

verxunent. The expreflions feadaly fifcal^ do^ 
manialy muft now be driven from our tribu^ 
,naU, whilft the word$ pr^erty^ agriculture^ 
ffimm^rcey liberhy fupply the place of the bar- 
barous vocabulary of the fchools. Seriou? 
and uiiefui queftions will be difcuffed in all 
companies* Scholars wiU become patriots ^ 
phik^phers will be citizens* A g^n^ral cQr<- 
re^ndence will be eftabliihed, and the lov? 
of hufloanity prove the central point, in which 
all ininds may meet, the learned^ the man of 
genius^ and the artifl^ Whofoever fhall havip 
rendered hJmfelf ufeful, whether by his ^i- 
on^, his example, or Wjs writiags, ihaH find 
his name within the regifters of beneficence^ 
and eviery workman who poliijies a whed, or 
a^u'ing, m\\ at kaft have ^n idea of the 
great machine, co whkh hia work Ihpuld be 
referred. 

If this pi6hui:e fhoiild be conGderedas ima^ 
ginary, by i:mit corrupted men, I dare pro- 
teO: that it is after nature, and I aj^eal for 
evidence to #Le works which ifllie from the 
prefs, to the i^oice of the people, a^embled 

in the theatre, to the charafter of fome pow* 

erfulj 



^ 
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crful, and bcneficicnt perfons^ whom . I have 
had an oppartumcy of knowing, loving, and 
eftecming,f Jj and particularly to the fociety 
of learned men, in which I <x>mprehend all 
wiio admire, and cultivate letters; agentle> 
amiable, and honed fociety, as highly grace4 
with virtues, as with talents : in fhort, if I 
may be allowed to judge from my own im« 
preffions, I (hall not call in queftion thofe 
inward feelings, which infpire me with a fond 
attachment to the age, in which I began my 
career, and towards which the ftudy of hif- 
tory continually leads mc back, full of thofe 

pleafing 



«»• 



{J) If Monfieur de Louvois, when he prefided at the 
head of the war-office, and enjoyed the greateft influ- 
toce in the direiftiofl of public affairs, had rendered 
kimfelf the iaftniment of ooncludii^a ^aace; if, in the 
fane moment^ that he rifqued his reputation^ by changes 
as dangerous to himfelf, as ufeful to the ftate, his hu- 
manity had prompted him toibft^n, throughout, the ri« 
gour of the military law^ $ if, far froxn fniferiDg him- 
Ifelf to be led away by that foice, .of which he was the 
jninifler, he had declared himielf the friend of com-* 
merce, and of all legal liberty ; if, with the moR ex- 
tenfive capacity, he had united thofe gentle difpoMons» 
and noble mafiners, v^hich removing every idea of «p- 
preheniion» inipire an amiable rcfpe£i, would he not 
have left behind him a reputation much dearer to pof- 
terity ? would he not have bten the darling of a peo- 
"pie, who only beheld him with a kind of iilent terror? 
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pleafing fcnfations experienced by the travellef^ 
who after having wandered through favage 
climes, returns at laft into his native country. 
But is this tendency to the general welfare, 
this amendment in the condition of humanity 
cfFeftively owing to the revival of letters, and 
the progrefs of philofophy ? doth it not, on 
the contrary, follow from what we have ob- 
ferved on this fubjedt, that the alteration was 
a neceflary confequence of the different po- 
litical circumftances, and, efpecially, of the 
impediments to the continuance of thofe wars 
which were already become too expenfive? 
To this objeftion, I fhall anfwer, by alking, 
in my turn, if, in the ages of ignorance, the 
depopulation of the ftate was any obftacle to 
the fanaticifm of the laft Crufades, to the 
civil wars excited by the feodal anarchy, and 
to the other civil wars, lighted lip by a fu- 
perftitious ai)d intolerant fpirit ? how often, 
fince the time of the unfortunate Valerian, 
have the Perfian and Grecian empires been 
reciprocally drained by ufelefs wars ? what 
numerous calamities have afflifted the Grecian 
empire ! how many different enemies have con- 
quered it, and yet the public miferies were 
not the means of imparting to found reafon, 

a pre- 
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tt prevalence over empty dialeftics, and phi- 
Ic^phical fubtleties ? is it imagined that if 
Henry the fourth had not confented to hear 
mafs, the forty years of troubles which tore 
France in pieces, would have been fufficient 
to have rendered the pebple difguftcd with 
civil wars, and willing to unite under a law- 
ful king ? once more, let us perfuadc our- 
fclveSi that amidft the revolutions of the 
world, a caufe neven ads entirely alone. I 
know that political misfortunes difpofe the 
people to liften to the voice of reafon ; but 
this voice muft be lifted up fomewhere-, it 
muft poflefs powers of expreflion, arid above 
all, it muft - be liftened to with pleafure. 
Why, during the laft war, when the emprefs^ 
united with the Catholic ftates of Germany* 
fought againft the king of Pruflia, allied with 
the principal proteftant powers, were hone 
induced to believe that it was a war of xeli- 
gion ? why did the emiflaries of the king of 
Pruflia meet with no credit amongft the great* 
er part of the people, who, in all thefe tranf- 
adions, faw nothing but a violent quarrel 
between the houfe of Auftria, and the houfe 
of Brandenburgh ? it is that the human mind 
is become more enlightened with regard to 
Vol. 1 1. L fads. 
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fafts, and more indifferent about opinions* 
It is becaufe that if even the doftrine of tran- 
fubftamiation had been linked with fuch a 
quarrel, few foldiers would have been found 
difpofed to fight in its defence. Befides, as 
we have already remarked, when ignorant 
men feel a lively fenfe of their misfortunes, 
they arc always miftaken in their choice of 
remedies. If, two centuries ago, a decreafe 
in agrictilture had been obferved, the ftate 
would Have ordered proceffions, whilft a mil- 
lion of monks, fufFered to devour the na- 
tional fubfiftance, would have filled up the 
imeafure of calamity. 

We are now naturally led to the fecond ob-^ 
jeftion, to which we propofed a reply, at the 
beginning of the chapter. This is now the 
only difficulty which remains to be removed. 
If the advances of letters, and phi'lofophy, 
were alone . fufficient to enlighten mankind 
with a knowledge of their true interefts, why 
'do we not perceive that the bright days of 
antiquity, the ages of Pericles, and Auguftus, 
have produced fome effeft of this nature? 
although I flatter tTiy((^\{ that this objeftion 
hath been already obviated, in another place, 
yet it may be right to turn again to the fub- 



pyBLlC HAPPINESS. 147 

jeft, and examine it, in every poffible point 
of view. It hath been proved, in the former 
part of this work, that the Greeks, though 
fuccefsful in literature, and arts, were unable 
to carry the fciencc of politics to any degree 
of perfedion -, it hath been obferved, that 
the philofophers, for a long time, attached 
to frivolous fyftems of Theogony, and Cof* 
mbgony,r^^ had continually neglefted Mo- 
rality s and that Socrates was the firft who 
recalled to earth Philofophy, an exile in Hca- 
vcn.(f) It may, here, be added, that the 
political fituation of the Greeks was always 
an obftacle to the progrefs of human reafon. 
This nation, united in idea by an infignificant 
bond, and in fa£i, divided into a great num- 
ber of republics, all ambitious, all jealous of 
each other, was conftantly tormented by ex- 
terior wars, and torn by civil wars. Vanity 
was the only general principle, the only mark 
of refemblance between fo many ftates go- 
verned by different laws. Unfortunately for 

L 2 thefe 



{e) The origin of the gods, and the generation of 
the world. ' . 

fp See " dialogues des Morts" by Fontenelle, and 
the " difta memorabilia" of Socrates, collefted by 
Xenophon. 
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thefe people, their vanity never wanted the 
means of gratification. The Greeks, when 
fcarcely extricated from a Hate of barbarifm^ 
triumphed over the Perfians : it was a fplcn- 
did triumph, and fo calculated to inflame 
their imagination, that they could not .touch 
the cup of glory, without being intoxicated. 
Hence proceeded that emulation, that pride 
which armed Sparta againft Aihena, and fuc* 
ceffively all the republics againft each othen 
Another circumftancc peculiar to the Greeks, 
and which deferves to be the fubjeft of a par* 
ticular diflcrtation, exerted a prodigious in- 
fluence over the turn of their minds. I know 
not how it happened that this people brought 
their language all at once to perfcftion, and 
rendered it the mofl: eonfummate fyftem, in 
which mankind might reproduce their ideas j 
it is a dangerous weapon, when ill-employed, 
and fomewhat like the fword, within the hands 
of our anccftors, who rendered it rather the 
inftrument of duels, than of the defence of 
their country. From this aptitude to lan- 
guage, refulted a great inconveniency ; the 
form carried away the fubftance ; the ftudy 
of politics fell under the power of the Rhe- 
toricians, and the ftudy of philofophy under 

the 



V 



PVBLIC HAPPINE.SS. t^ 

the power of the Sophifts. Two inventions 
gave the finifhing ftroke to this diforder j the 
P^r/W of the Rhetoricians, and iht Syllogifm 
of the Sophifts. Then all truth was pro- 
fcribed, if not announced in three regular 
merribers, and the whole fyftem of nature 
was doomed to be inclofed within a major, 
and a minor.f^^ . A natural confequence of 
this Logomania^ if I may fo exprefs myfelf, is 
that the pleafure of Ipeaking, and hearing, 
will always greatly furpafs the pleafure of 
teaching, and being inftrufted. Hence, thofe 
famous fchools which foon degenerated into 
feds, and, at length, when the Chriftian re«r 
ligion was eftablilhcd into herefies. Now, 

L 3 there 
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• (g) Bacon hatji judicioufly obfervcd, that^he fyl- 
logiilical. form,, and all the dialectics of the antients 
were very well adapted to difputes, bat not at all fitted 
to enquiries after truth : this illuilrious writer is the 
£rft, who hath oppofed to this fpecious,. but^ erroneous 
method, the method of invention, and analogy. He 
every where difcovcrs a gre^t contempt for this cate- 
chetical philofophy, which coniifts in finding anfwers 
to each queflion, and for. thofe quirks of Arillotle, in 
which nature i is fubmitted to frivolous definitions. 
'^ M^gis ubique follicitus quomodo quis refpbndendo fe 
•'explicet, et aliquid reddator in verbis pofitivum, 
** ^uara de aeterna rcrum veritatc." 

Novum organum. aph. 63^. 
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there cannot be any greater impediments to 
the progrefs of reafon, than thofe fchools 
which teach us, not what abfolutely is, but 
what another hath thought^; where the mafter 
appears in the place of nature, even before 
her own difciples, and where the grcateft ef- 
forts of application are exerted, in order to 
underftand a man, who doth not underftand 
himfelf. 

At the revival of letters, the world enjoy- 
ed a great advantage from the difcovery of 
printing, and the facility with which all might 
read, inftead of hearing. Books, the faith- 
ful, but cold interpreters of thoughts, are to 
difcourfe, what prints are to piftures. They 
are ftripped of the brilliant colours of de- 
clamation. They are judged in folitude, and 
filence, and it is there, that queftioned, and ' 
confronted, they undergo a kind of torture^ 
which forces thfem to difcover their faults, 
and their accomplices* They, fometimes in- 
deed, arrogate to thcmfelves, the privileges 
claimed by their authors. They exercife a 
power, they reign in their turn, efpecially 
when jone amongft thefe privileged bodies, 
fitter to preferve, than to augment the fci- 
cnces, introduces a legiflation into ftudy; 

when 
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when this literary legiflation refts upon a civil 
legiflation j and, in fhort, when incapacity 
paiTes a final judgment on philofophy, and 
arbitrarily determines that its aftual bounds 
Ihall be perpetually the fame. But this mo- 
nopoly cannot laft long, and in the fciences, 
as in politics, a contraband trade is the pre- 
ceptor of commerce. 

Thefe remarks are, I fhould imagine, fuf- 
ficient to prove that, as the circumftances at- 
tending the firft appearance of literature, 
were different from the circumftances attend- 
ing its revival, it was natural for different ef- 
fedls to refult from them. We fhall perceive, 
in the next chapter, what thefe cfi^^dts were, 
and in the remaining part of the work, what 
are the effefts which we have reafon (till to 
hope for. 



L 4 chap; 



I5» AN EASY OK 






CHAP. IV, 



jlftate of the progrefi already made towards the! 
^ablijhtnent of the welfare of fociety.^ An 
examination into the prefent condition of th^ 
really-inJiruSled people^ 



A 



LTHOUGH perfuaded that only com- 
fortable truths will refult from thofc en- 
quiriesy on which we are now going to enter^ 
we ftill think ourfelves obliged to remind the 
reader that the progrefs of reafon, as tracked 
through the fmall number of ufeful difco^ 
veries which we have reckoned up, as far as 
this period, is not exclufively entitled to his 
attention, but that he muft alfo obfervc its 
fteps along that path which we have already 
^explored, in order tcfacilitate our approachea 

towards 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 115 j 

towards good morality, and found polity^ 
This march of the human underftanding is 
fiotto be confidered as a mere journey, but 
9S an expedition of curiofity, during which 
we frequently turn off into another road, or 
ftop to examine all which appears worthy of 
our notice. If I may be allowed a figure, 
the abufe of which, I have often taken the 
liberty to cenfure, 1 Ihall compare the ftudies 
of men, at the revival of letters, to the in* 
ftruftion of a fcholar who follows the ordinary 
courfe of the clafles. At the firfl-, the human 
underftanding is >agplied to the ftudy of.thc 
ancients; it reftores their various readifcgsj 
it comments on the different paffages, and it 
is here, that it may be faid to have gon^ 
through its humanities. Amongft well edu- 
cated youth, drawing, and geography ftiouH 
be, as it were, the acceflbries of this ftudy, 
and here we difcover fomc relation to the 
progrcfs of the arts under the Medici, and of 
navigation under Ch^i|ifi$ the fifth. Scarcely 
is the fcholar ftrengthened in his knowledge 
of the claffics, when hc^*begins to compofe, 
himfelf, and makes efTays^in profe, and in 
verfe. Not contented with having learned 
the exprefilons in the ancient books, he 

fearcjlies 
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fcarches amongft them for precepts, for cx^ 
amples of tafte, and urbanity, and it is here 
that we trace the beginning of rhetoric. 
But mankind Toon perceive that it is not fuf- 
* ficient merely to talk, and write ; nature 
furrounds them, and foUicits their attention. 
The wants of life call on the fciences for af^ 
fiftance ; ufeful inftruments, and ingenious 
machines are difcovered : this then is the en-- 
trance into philofophy. The ftudents lead 
off with fome propofitions in geometry, and 
fpme principles 'in mechanics. But this pro- 
grcfs is foon ftoppcd. Profeflbrs, equally 
vain and trifling, far from clearing up and 
reflrifying the ideas of the ancients, do not 
even give their pupils what thefe authors 
have written in their beft-manner ; but inftead 
of Pliny and Ariftotle, oblige them to read 
their own produftions, infipid, unintelligible 
rhapfodies, and which muft entirely overfet 
all application, did not fome foreign demon- 
ftrator arrive to rouze it, by curious experi- 
ments, though prefented without fyftem, and 
without conneftion. Here, the refemblance 
between the world and the college is fo ftrik- 
ing, that it is necdlefs to detail it. It may be 
found equally amongft our firft works in me- 

taphyficsj^ 
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taphydcs, and that falfe logic of the clafles, 
which is called the art of thinkings and wtiich 
ought to be Ailed tl9€ art of dreaming. At 
length, the time arrives at which the youth 
is to come forward in the world, to affumc a 
condition, and to fuperintend his domeftic 
affairs. He muft, now, ftudy morality, na- 
tural law, and public law, thefe are im* 
portant, and refpejStable fciences, intended 
to complete his education, and- yet they only 
throw in his way a chaos of obfcuritie§, and 
contradidlions, fo long as he continues tied 
down to the leflbns of his matters, and until, 
being left to hi^mfelf, he again runs over his 
courfe of inftruftion. It is then, that ma- 
turely reflefting on his paft ftudies, he will 
learn tQ believe but few things, to read but 
few books, to improve his patrimony, and to 
do good to his neighbours. 

We leave it to our readers, to determine 
the moment of that period, to which they 
would refer the prefent ftate of the human 
underftanding. We fhall only fuppofe it to 
be more than difgufted at th^ compofitions of 
profeffors, more than fatiated with falfe eru- 
dition, and exceedingly near the time, at 

which an attention to domettic affairs muft 

be 
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be dccmod preferable to the counterfeit brilr* 
liancy of the fchook. Yet we cannot avoid 
obferving, that» in this parallel^ we have 
omitted a ftudy> which hath occadoned rach,er 
more diforder ia the world, than witbin the 
colleges : this is the ftudy of the catechifm. 
To this, what numerous battles have been 
owing! How^ often hath it difturbed eithec 
the hours of labour, or the moments of re- 
pofe ! * * . . c ^ But we have trefpajfled fuffi^ 
ciently upon the indulgence of the reader,, 
and muft proceed towards our propofed end> 
in a more rapid and ferious manner. 

It hath already been remarked ». that wc 
may reafonably confider aU difcaveries what* 
focver, hitherto made by mankind, as fa 
many advances towards true philofophy, and 
found polity. It may not, perhaps,^ be ufe- 
lefs to glance over that immenfe labour, from 
which our predcceflbrs have relieved our con-^ 
temporaries. 

To begin with the more cxadt fcienccs-, the 
Mathematics\(b) We may perceive Aftro- 

nomy 



(b) I caunot avoid cen Airing a corruption, in.tp 
which even our learned men are fallen, by a mifappH- 
cation of the word Geomarj, which fiinply fjgnifi;es the 
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Homy unfolded and improved by Kepler^ 
Newton^D^Akmhert^ Clair ault^ Bernouillij Euler^ 
^c.(i) improving, in its turn. Geography 
and Navigation. We may obferve Mechanics, 
wndcr the faine . aufpices, multiplying our 
efforts, and reducing nature to fubmiffion, 
even by the powers af nature. Ingenious 
machines difengage man from painful toils, 

and 

art of meafuring the earth. We hear every day of 
tranfcendent geometry ^ and agronomical geometry: all 
as far as the problem of three bodies, is to the French, 
geometry • Why not adopt the word matbunatia ? it doth 
more honour to this ftudy, as iignifying fcience in ge- 
neral, and is beiides an expreflicm frequently occurring 
in the works, not only of the ancients, but of the 
moderns, and fuificiently proves that the fcience of 
calculating, and meafuring, hath conflantly been re* 
garded as the firH of all the fciences^^ 

(i) AmoRgf^ thefe celebrated mathematicians, the 
only compatriots of the Chevalier, are D'Alembert, 
and Clairault^ Since the charadlers, and writings oJB 
the others arc generally known, left I trefpafs (as in 
the courfe of this tranflation I fear I have often done} 
too much upon the patience of the reader, I fhall con- 
fine myfelf chiefly to fome flight particulars, concern-f 
ing thofc natives of France, whofe works have fo firmly* 
cftablifhed the literary reputation of their country,, 
Mr. D'AIembert is, if I miftake not, ftill living. His 
•• Deflruftion des Jefuites," and his excellent ** Me- 
bnges de literature, d'hiftoire, et dc philofophie'^ 

have 



\ 
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and water^ and fire itfcif now rendered our 
inftrumcnts, arc the only fliaves employed by 
«S) in ^he profecution of our labours. 

How rich are our acquifitions, derived 
from thofe fciences which depend more on 
obfervation ! Scarcely hath man contemplated 
the heavens, . and the earth, with a curious 
and inquifitive fpirit, when he difcovcrs the 
means of turning his enquiries to ferviceable 

purpofes. 
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have been received in England with great, but not un- 
deferved applaufe. It is to the joint exertions of this 
gentleman, and Monfieur Diderot, that we are in-- 
debted for the /' Encyclopedie," an ufefal, and mag* 
ttificent receptacle of arts, and fciences, where, from 
thegeniiis^ and powers of thefe indefatigable aiTociatesy 
the labours of preceding writers afTume new graces, 
and improvements. ..«...• Alexis Clairault became a 
proficient in the mathematics, at an age, when mofl 
others would have felt a diiHculty in acquiring the firfl 
rudiments. When he read, before the academy of 
^ fciences, his diflertation on the four new geometrical 
carves, which he had difcovered, he was only in his 
thirteenth year. After fo fortunate an opening, the 
highell ideas were conceived of his abilities, nor did 
his fubfequent publications fall (hort of that uncommon 
merit, which feldom refults from the application of 
riper years, unlefs the mathematician be, like the 
poet, rather lorn, iban made. The capital w«rks of 
Clairault are, "Elemensdc Geometric," "Element 
d'Algebre," «• Theorie de^ la %ure de la terrc," and 
*' Table de la lune." He died in 1765. £• 
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■■» 
^• 

purpofes. The telefcopc draws diftant qb- 
jefts nearer to the view 5 the microfcope, by 
magnifying the worker df nature, opens to 
us a new province within her empire, and 
this inftrumcnt becomes, as it were, the bond 
which unites us to an immcnfc portion of 
the creation. 

Anatomy hath lifted up the veil o£ huma- 
nity, it hath difcovered an innumerable 
quantity of machines, which give motion to 
thefe frivolous decorations of life, and prov4 
cd to us that Mojes made ufe of an extreme- 
ly hold hyperbole, when he aflerted that God 
created man after his own image. This 
fcience, at once terrible and ufeful, hath 
taught thofe dcftruftive weapons, which were 
accuftomed to deprive us of our being, the 
new art of preferving it, and tracing out for 
them, even into our very entrails, a dark, 
but certain road, hath enabled the artift to 
remedy thofe diforders wKich he could not 
fee. 

Chemiftry, which may be confidered as 
the anatomy of unorganifed bodies, but 
which, with the power of^dividing, can unite 
the power of combining and regenerating, 
hath been carried, in our times, to its utmoft 

per- 
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perfeAion^ fince mankind have learned ho^ 
to extend its ufe throughout all the arts^ and 
to rcftrain it in medicine. Paralitica! beings 
on the furface of the earth, we dare not in* 
terrogate this fruitful mother, and we feek 
our hiftory in the heavens. The erudition 
of genius hath offered us other records, and 
the world, by lofing a portion of its nobility, 
hath gained antiquity.(^) 

Froni the Mathematics, A;iatomy, Chc- 
miftry, and Natural Hiftory united together, 
arofe, at length, the true fciencc of Phyfics, 
or the hiftory of nature, in the Great. This 
fcience ceafes, in our days, to be the forced 
explication of a vain fyftem of metaphylics, 
or of fome ill-obferved phaenomena. It is 
an edifice formed of an immenfe concurrence 
of experiments, tried by induftrious men, and 
compared by pien of genius. Des Cartes had 
found the laws of Dioptrics, and Newton 

^ the 






(k) The gibry of having created amongft us the 
fcience of natural hiHory is due to Moniiear de BuiFon : 
this fcience iifued from his hands, in all its beauty, «» 
Minerva ifTued from the head of Jupiter, and he fully 
underftood how to make it at once ki^own, and ad- 
mired. Never was eloquence employed to nohler 
purpofes : it is Demodhenes writing down the ob^ 
fervations of Ariftotle. 
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the laws of Optics. A great, and magnifi* 
cent difcovcry was refer ved for thefe times ; 
and this is Eledlricity, the terrible eifefts of 
which have placed mankind on an equality 
with the gods of antiquity, whilft Franklin, 
like another Prometheus, acquired the art of 
ftcaling the celeftlal fire, and rendering it do- 
cile to his laws.^/j 

But it was not fufficient that men had ob- 
tained a knowledge of the phy fical world, for 
there, curiofity, the craving paffion peculiar 
to the human fpecies found only half its food; 
A vaft field was opened to it in the moral 
world. Vanity, and even enthufiafm became 
interwoven with this paflioh, and hiftory de- 

VoL. IL / M generated ' 

(I) The Chevalier is not the only foreigner who 
hath payed an elegant tribute to the acknowledged 
powers of our great leader in the fcience of eleftricity. 
^ignior Giam-Baptifla Beccaria, profefTor of natural 
philofophy in the univcrfity of Turin, hath prefixed 
to his •* Elettricifmo artificiale," publilhcd exaflly 
at the fame time with this work of my ill uflrious friend, 
a complimentary letter to Dodor Franklin, in which 
he remarks that the tafk of enlightening the human 
mind, by the difcovery of this new fcience, was referved 
for him, that he hath difarmed tAa- thundef of its ter- 
rors, and by the bold exertions of his genius, taught 
the £re of heaven, which till then was confidered as 
the weapon of omnipotence, to obey his voice. K. 
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generated into erudition. Perhaps, alfo, the 

one could not have exifted wichout the other. 

i' 

Be that as it may, ic was neceflary to dig up 
thcfe immenfe lands of antiquity. A know- 
ledge of the genealogy of every thing which 
exifts was abfolutely requifite; a long a;id 
toilfome tafk, but at this period fo advanced, 
that we may be faid to fail through it with a 
full, and profperous tide. 

In fhort, that no afylum might remain, 
not even in idlenefs, for the laffitude of the 
mind. Poetry haftened to enrich our theatres, 
and adorn our libraries. Attired in her 
charms, vertue grew more- powerful, and 
plealure more feducing. 

The Cabinets, and Mufeums have been 
bpened, whilft modern princes, wifer in their 
magnificence than the Roman emperors, in- 
ftead of thofe prefents of corn, and oil, 
which only nourifhed lazinefs, diftributed 
amongft the people, the aliments of the 
mind, fo that every citizen of the republic 
of letters was furnilhed with a certain fub- 
fiHance. 

if we pafs on *to the agreeable arts, thofc 
amiable comforters of life, which have bbt 
too much right to challenge our attention, 

we 
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we Ihall not eeafe to congratulate ourfclycs 
on our riches. Painting, Sculpture, and Ar- 
chitedture, patroniied by the Medici, ad- 
vanced at once towards perfeftion. They 
fank, for a while, amidft the calamities of 
the times, but now revive in ail their luftre. 
As to Mufic which maintains over the fenfes,; 
a ftill more immediate, and continual em- 
pire, what progrefs hath it not made in our 
days ? ^ no, antiquity never prefenced a more 
captivating allurement to a mind glowing 
lyith fenfibility, than the union of a Pergolefey 
and a Metaftafio^{m) a fare, and vahibable 

M 2 union, 

(m) Metaftafio is ftiU living at Vienna ; the fia- 
gularity of his chara^er, in which It would be kard to 
determine' whether genius, or vertue hath the afcend* 
ency, can never be too generally known. He is at 
once an*ornament, and a le/Ton to human nature. I 
ihould confider it as a fevere tax upon my veneratioa 
for this veteran in goodnefs, to be debarred from men- 
tioning ibmc circumftances of his life, if the elegant 
author of a late performance, entitled ** The prefent 
ftate of Mufic in Germany, the Netherlands, and the 
United Provinces," had not been too particular on this 
fubjedt, to leave any thing for me to add. The mi- 
niature, in this note, could only have exhibited a faint 
refemblance ; it is the lively full-length portrait drawn 
by Doftor Burney, which comes the neareft to the ex- 
cellent original The mufic of Pergolefe, 

not 
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union, from "which arofe the plcafurcs of 
Eufope, and which drtiw from each audience 
more delicious tears than had ever been of- 
fered by enthufiafm to talents. (») 

I flop, 

\ 

not vibrating (as modern muiic too often does) un-* 
meaningly on the ear, fpoke to the underhand ing, and 
the p^ons. It is impoilible not to admire, and diffi- 
cult to avoid envying a Ge^nius, who crowded into a 
life of fcarcely thirty years/ fuch a knovv^ledge of har- 
mony, fuch facility of compofition, and fo rich a me- 
lody. His great mafler-pieces the ** Salve Regina," 
and the " Stabat mater," feem deftined to maintain a 
pre-emine^nce amidA all the fantaflical variations, to 
which the empire of muific is perpetually fubjedl. He 
was attacked by a pleurify, which foon proved fatal. 
The notion that fonae rival, exafperated at his fuperior 
merit, had poifoned him, is entirely groundlefs. He 
was born at Naples in 1706, and died about the year 
1733. K. 

(nj France hath begun to tafte the fruits of a fimilar ' 
union, iince one of her beft poets, and one of her befl 
muficians have tuned their lyres together. 

The poet to whom the Chevalier alludes, is Mr. de 
Marmontel, of the French academy, and hiftoriogra- 
pher to the king, but better known in England by his 
^« Moral t^les," and " Belifarius." The mufician is 
Mr. Gretry, whofe compofitions are full of harmony, 
and tafte. Several friends of Mr. de Marmontel pre- 
vailed on him to write, and adapt fome dramatic pieces, 
to a kind of Gallico-Italian mufic, which iiath lately 
been introduced, and gains great ground, in France. 

The 
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' I flop, and am apprehenfive of that na- - 
tural attraftion, which might detain me too 
long near fnch interefting objedls. Let me 
confine myfelf within the limits of my fub- 
jeft, and only confider the numerous efforts 
which mankind have made ia fo many dif* 
ferent ways, as a fort of reckoning to hq 

M 3 thrown 

Thf very favorable reception which the united labours 
of thcfe elegant a/Tociates have met with, render all 
encomiums needlefs. The titles of fome of the pieces 
are '"^Le huron," " Zeraire, et Azor," "L'amidela 
maifon, &c.'* Mr. de -Marmontel, who feems in 2.II 
his works to have imagined that genius, and vcrtue 
ihould never feparate, hath lately employed his abili- 
ties in pleading the caufe of the dillreffed. The reader 
may recoiled the dreadful fire in the Hotel Died, the 
lituation of which is equally unhealthy, and confined. 
Mr. de Marmontel, in his *' Voix des pauvres," a per- 
formance where the graces of poetry, and the eiFuiions 
of humanity are charmingly interwoven, enforces the 
necefiity of removing the hofpital to^a purer, and more 
convenient fpot. This epiftle, (for fuch is the form 
into which the author hath thrown it,) is dedicated to 
the king, and fold for the benefit of the poor. 

The charitable poet feems lefs infpired than the wife 
archbifliop of Paris v/ffii the fpirit of xX\e g.od old times, 
which, intent on prayers, and procefi\ons, conceived 
all. human aid to be beneath its notice. It is more than 
probable that the wicked Marmontel, inflead of joining 
ia the fervice at vthe church of Notre Dfime, was cither 
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thrown into the general progrefs of our in- 
tclleftuaL faculties, and as fo much of the 
road already travelled over, in the vaft career 
of the human underftanding. It may now 
be proper to examine whether fome fpaces in 
this career, arc not more rough, and difficult 
than others, I fhall, for inftancc, enquire 

whether 

r 

writing verfes, or collediag money, for the benefit of 
mifery ; whilfl the pious prelate fang Te Deums a^ a 
iblemn mafs, becaufe only few of his fellow-creatures 
• were buried under the ruins of the Hottl-Dieu. A more 
commodious hofpital ^rifing on the contributions of the 
archbifhop, and his flock, would have appeared a better 
offering to the God of Bounty, than this religious farcCj^ 
a^^ed by command in every place of vvorlhip throughout 
the city. 

We obferve this new progrefs with fo much the more 
fatisfaclion, as, it is poilerior to that immortal work, in, 
which the pjdure of our mental faculties hath been 
traced by a maflerly hand. 'WTiofoever is defi^rous-of 
forming the moft extenfive, and exaft idea of the ad- 
vances made by the human underftanding, may eafily 
fatisfy his curiofity, by reading the preliminary dif- 
courfe of the ** Encyelopedie/' This beautiful pe-' 
riftyle of a moil magnificent edifice may be confidered 
as the true charadleriftic of our^age ; and perhaps the 
effort which dillinguiftics this age, the moll from the 
preceding ages, is the having produced a genius. for 
mathematics, the talents of eloquence, and tKe faga- 
city of tafte, all united in the fame individual. ,(SeQ 
note fij in this chapter. K. 



S 
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whether the domain of morality, and polity 
be not more repugnant to this progrefs, than 
the domain of fciences, and arts. 

It feems evident that at the revival of let- 
ters, the human underftanding groaned under 
the empire of two tyrants, at once fo cruel, 
and fo formidable, that to confpire againft, 
and overthrow thsm,* was th^ only method 
of obtaining freedom. Thefe tyrants were 
Defpotifm, and Superftition. From an in- 
tolerant fpirit they drew their common arms, 
for flavery always begins with opinion. Alas! 
of what life is the liberty of acting, to ihofe 
who are debarred from the liberty of think- 
ing ? it was, therefore, neceffary firlt to at- 
tack- fuperflition ; and to this fervice the re-* 
vival of letters, and the reparation of the 
reformed churches concurred in a wonderful 
degree. The Gofpellers, who, like all re- 
volters, were obliged, for want of a juridical 
title, to have recourfe to natural law, at- 
tentively fcrutinized the principles of the 
civil, and ecclefiattical government. Weak 
in their beginning, and forced tp contend at 
once againft antiquity, cuftom, and pof- 
feffion, it was neceffary to preferve an auttcri- 
ty in their morals, and feverity in their tenets. 

^ ' ' M 4 'u 
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It was not therefore without reafon, that they 
called themfelves Reformers. On the other 
hand, the churchy of Rome, warned by this 
defection, fhould have accompanied the ex- 
ercife of her power, with more precaution. 
Controverfy, the dangerous flame of which 
frequently burns, but always enlightens, fub- 
mitced every thing to difcuffion. From this 
theological labour came forth an unexpcfled 
fruit. Philofophy arofe flowly on the rums 
of opinion. She taught the people, thei-r 
rights, the fovereigns, their duty, and all, 
', moderation.. Let us examine whether during 
this long temporal, ^nd fpiritual war, whether 
amidfl: that-immenfe chaos into which the 
earth feemed again plunged, we can per- 
ceive any thing uleful fpringing up, any 
amendment in the condition of humanity. 

To begin with the north, where I behold 
a noble, valiant, and generous people, juft 
after fhey had broken in pieces the chains 
forged by foreign defpotifm. Guftavus drove 
away tyrants; and thefe tyrants were a de- 
bauched prince, and a proud prieft. For 
we may obferve that thefe two different kinds 
of oppreffions were, to the misfortune of the 
nation, long united. Chriftian the fecond 

of 
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of Denmark and Troll caufcd the whole fe- 
nate to be maflacred at a feaft •, they drenched 
all Sweden in blood. Guftavus, by expelling 
the Defpot, and the Inqqifitor, eftablilhcd 
civil, and religious liberty -, and thus, founded 
the profperity of a people, in whofe fate all 
other nations ought to intcreft thcmfelvcs, 
fince they are brave without cruelty, and 
warlike without ambition. 

As I defcend towards the fouth, I pe|K?ivc 
Sajfony, Hefle, and the greater part of Ger- 
many beginning to prefcribe limits to the in^ 
fatiable fpirit of Charles the fifth, and fooli 
afterwards freeing themfelves at once froin 
the cruel yokes of the Pope, and that tyrant^ 
Ferdinand the fecond. I obferve them pre- 
paring to confirm irrevocably their privi- 
leges, and liberties, by the celebrated treaty 
of Weftphalia. 

As I approach 'the weft, I contemplate 
with pleafure the progrefs of an induftrious, 
and frugal republic. -I am aftoniflied at its 
courage, its efforts, and its fucceffes ; and I 
enquire who hath been the caufe of fuch a 
revolution. The anfvver is, a cardinal dc 
Granvelle,«<he minifter of a tyrant, named 
Philip the fecond. I depart from this re- 

gabUi; 
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public increafing in extent, and ftabilitf^ 
and laying the foundations of that profperity, 
which it hath fince enjoyed. ^ 

I crofs the ocean, and pafs into England, 
where I meet tranquility, and good order, 
yet every where obfervc the marks of blood. 
I learn that during the preceding reign, the 
Jefuits, emiffaries of this v^ery Philip, had, 
in the name of Mary, a conforc worthy of 
her lord, condemned to execution, hundreds 
of the citizens. I find a fcrious and melan- 
choly people, bearing the impreffions of paft 
calamities, deeply engraven on their hearts, 
and I forefee, that the defpotifm, and the' 
perfecution of Mary, muft one day ierve to 
cement the edifice of liberty. f^^ 

Returning, I land in France. There, Henry 
|he Fourth reigns in peacc^ and through his 



means. 



(o) The martyrdoms during the fhoft reign of Mary, 
each of which (as Mr. Kume jufily obferves) was 
equivalent to an hundred fermons againll popery, have 
exceedingly contributed to cement the edifice of our re- 
ligiouS liberty \ To prophetical were the words, in which 
that great, but much-negleded pattern to fucceeding 
churchmen, Latimer, bilhop of Worc^fler, addreffed 
his fellow fufferer, Ridley, at the ftalce. " Cheer up, 
«* good brother, we Ihall this day kindle fuch a torch 
"in England, as, I truil in God, Ihail never beex- 
** tinguilhcd. K, 
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means, toleration reigns with him ; but ftiil 
the ferment of the mind remains*, fuperfti- 
ftitibn may make new efforts j yet never can 
its empire be re-ellabliftied, atid the catho- 
licifm of the. French will always be the moft 
independent on the court of Rome. 

1 turn m^ fteps from the South. Spain iS 
ftili the home of dclpotihn, as Rome is the 
native refidence of an intolerant fpirit./ But, 
proceeding towards the Eaft, I difcover ano- 
ther Holland, a fecond federal government; 
divided, yet not weak-, free, yetnot fadious; 
whert reafon, and good fenfe fo eminently 
. prevail, that it is ^unnecefTary to enquire 
whether it be portioned out into fever^l modes 
of faith. Whilfl: every thing fcems arrived 
at fuch a pitch of amendment, I can no 
longer fear pafTing the Alps ; I fhall find even 
in Italy afylums where wholefome laws;, and 
good fyftems of government fiourifti. I 
Ihall (lop with pleafure in Tufcany.: I fhall 
vifiti in particular that wife republic, equally 
^ as inaccelTible to fpiritual ufurpations, as to 
military invafions. Refljored at length to my 
•folitude, and my tneditations, I fliall not af- 
fert that all is good, but that all is become 

better 
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better than it ufcd to be. There is a pro- 
grefs ; the world affords hopes*. 

I am fenfible that there are perfons whom 
it will be difficult for me to perfuade. 1 mean 
thofe profound contemplators, who fecluding 
themfelves from their fellow creatures, are 
affiduoufly employed in framing laws for 
them, and the moft frequently negleft the 
care of their domeftic, and private concerns, 
to prefcribe to empires that form of govern- 
ment to which they imagine that they ought 
to fubmir.^pj Now, as no nation hath as yet 
adopted their fyftem, they imagine that the 
ftate of politics is always in its infancy. 
However extravagant this prepofTeffion may 
be, 1 certainly Ihall not deny but that there may 
cxfft fome governments more perfeft, or a 
greater number of good governments, than 
are to be met with in the prefent times. But 
let us remember ^at Solon did not give to 

/ . the 

fp) The celebrated Hogarth hath reprefented, ia 
cne of his moral engravings, a young man who, after 
having fquandered away his fortune, is, by his cre- 
ditors, lodged' in . goal. There, he fit^, melancholy, 
< and difconcerted> near a table, whilft a fcroll lies under 
his foot, and bears the following title ; being a nevj ' 
fiheme, for paying the debt of the nation, ByT,L, noiv a 
frifonfr in the Fleet. 
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tJve Athenians the beft laws which he could 
poflibly have cnafted, but the beft laws which 
they could have followed. In particular, let 
us allow that the welfare of mankind is of 
all objedts the moft interefting, and that even 
the good may be too dearly Ipought. London 
is more regular than Paris, . Dieppe, than 
Rouen, and Manheim than Straft)urg: yet 
Lt)ndon, Dieppe, and Manheim were formerly 
deftroyed by the flames. What architect 
will ever advife the fetting fire to Paris, that 
it may be afterwards rebuilt, on a regular, 
and magnificent plan ? it is only to an un- 
polifhed people that a legiflator can give 
whatfoever laws he chufes. The bufinefs of 
reafon, of philofophy, and of found polity, 
is rather, to amend than to change the go- 
vernment. Under their benign influence, 
t. 

Democracy flioXild become lefs licentious, 
Arillocracy lefs haughty, |ind Monarchy, left 
ambitious: even Defpotifm, if DefpotiTm 
can ftill exift within enlightened nations, will 
appear more mild, and, at the leafli, bend to 
reafon.^^j^ Bcfides, might we not oppofc 

our 

I 

(^) We have an example of this amongft the Danes> 
who, though it be an hundred years fincc they have 
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our modern governments to the ancient^ go- 
vernments, and yet find that we had all the 
advantage ? it hath already been obferved, at 
the beginning of this work, that Greece be- 
V holden with ^we by her own times,/ and with 
refpeft, by our times, doth not offer to us, 
whep\confidered in the whole, a plan in any 
degree fo rational, and well-concerted, as the 
Dutch, and Helvetic confederacies; neither 
amongft her different mernbers, do we per- 
ceive a polity of equal weight with the polity 
of thofe particular eftates, which, when af- 
fembled, form the great eftates. In Ger- 
many, Hamburg, Bremen, Lubec, Augiburg, 
and all the free cities of the empire, are for- 
tunate plants, growing beneath the ftiade of 
the oaks which protefl: them -, but the plant 

• 

in flower hath not confumed the lubftance of 

■ 

the tree which defends it,' nor hath the tree, 
by cafting too thick a Ihade, occafioned the 
tender plant to wither. Some authors have 
afferted, that formerly, amongft well-go» 
verned people, abfolute power was almoft 
entirely unknown. As for me, I fhould 

rather 



furrendcred their liberties to their prince, do, not- 
withftanding enjoy a mild, peaceable, and well-tem« 
pered government. 
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rather be inclined to doubt, whether amongft 
thefe very people, there ever* exifted more 
liberty, than is enjoyed at prefent. J know 
that by fixing on a moment within the duration 
pf ages, one may obferve Pcloponncfus, 
Achaia, Afia Minor, the Archipelago iflands, 
and a part of the coafts of Italy partaking 
of a free government ; but were not Ma- 
cedonia, Thrace, Iliyrium, and Epirus fub- 
je£t to the authority of kings ? it muft be 
confeffed that the time when there were even 
the moft republics, was not the happieft time 
for the people. I place it between the 
Median war, and Philip of Macedon. At 
the death of Alexander, all liberty was de*- 
ftroyed within the Eaft. It may perhaps be 
objefted to me, that liberty found an afylum 
amidft the vaft ftates of Rome, and Carthage. 
Amidft their ftates? certainly no^i Jf only 
the cities of Rome, and Carthage are alluded 
to, the fa6l may be more readily granted. 
But can it really be doubted that the Romans 
cxercifed a fovereign authority over the con- 
quered provinces, or that the Carthaginians 
were abfolute tyrants over Spain, Sardinia, 
Cor ilea, the Balearic iflands, &c. If Bern, 
and Amfterdam governed the Swifs, and the 

Hoi- 
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I 

Hollanders, in the fame manner that thefc 
nations govern the United Provinces, and the 
Gcneralite lands, I ihould confider fhc cities 
' of Bern, and Amfterdam, as the only free 
^ cities. in Switzerland, and Holland. But the 
reafon why thefe two peoplc_enjoy a govern- 
ment perfeftly free, is becaufe each part of 
the ftate, is a ftate within itfelf ; it is becaufe 
the republic is but compofed of an infinity 
of republics. • X<^ thefe refpeftable focietics, 
may be added all the Hans, and Imperial 

towns, 'Ve/iice, Genoa, Poland, and even 

"" *" , -* 

Sweden ; for a country where a king is but a 
jenator in the council^ and hut a conful^when 
with the army^ may well be confider ed as a re- 
pub{ic.(r) Within this lift, we may alfo in. 



4 elude 



(r) Th€ reader, in juftice to the elegant author of 
this vvork7will naturally imagine that when the remark 
concerning ' Sweden was written, a young ambitious 

monarch had hot^effeded a revolution in his kinsrdom, 

" «• • .-? ' ■- • 

by means as fecretly, and artfully concerned, as they 
were rapidly executed. To renounce, with all the 
public folemnity of oaths, every claim to arbitrary pow- 
er, and in the next moment, to acquire the moil ab- 
folute authority, is a mafler-flroke in politics, of which 
it would be difficult to find another inllance. To what 
future glorious exceffes muil the patriotifm of this man 
be carried, before he can atone for fuch an ad of per- 
fidy! K. 
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chide England, the government of which, 
unknown to the ancients, approaches nearer 
to a republic, than to a monarchy. Let us 
now fum up the liberty, exifting. in the pre- 
fent times, and compare it with the liberty 
which may be difcovered during any other 
epoch whatfoever. Yet, would there be the 
leaft room for the comparifon, were we to 
throw into this calculation the liberty which 
ftiH reigns even in the midft of the mod un- 
limited monarchies ? amongft the ancients, 
there was fcarcely any medium between a re- 
public, arid tyranny ; but befides that tyranny 
is become more unufual, fince the middle of 
the laft century, the greater number of thofe 
provinces which compofe our modern mo- 
narchies, enjoy privileges, laws, and cuftoms, 
which limit the fovereign authority. The 
Auftrian- power is entirely formed of fcattered 
provinces, dll of which have ftates, entitled 
to grant, and raife, themfelves, the neceffary 
fubfidies. Several pofleffions* belonging to 
the electors, and the princes of the empire, 
are inverted with the fame privileges.fj^ In 
Vol. IL N France, 



^ (sj The greater part of the ftates of Germany have 
ajbitrators eftablifhed amongft them, ftiled Auftrega. 

We 
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France, Languedoc, Brittany, Provence, Al- 

face, Flanders, the Artois, and the provinces 

of Foix, Navarre^ and 'Bigorre, are legally 

reprefented ; and, throughout the whole 

kingdom, the tribunals carefully watch over 

the prefervation of properties. Caftile, and 

Arragon,(/j formerly had ftates, but thefe 

people have now loft them, whilft in their 

place, is fubftituted a Qtvtun I the king^ which 

might 

We muft have often obferved the princes of the empire, 
adling as mediators between an opprefled people, and 
their (bvereigns. Of this, the duke of Wurtemburgh 
hath given a recent inftance. 

(t) The kingdom of Arragon formerly enjoyed a 
privilege, to which ajl nations have a natural right, 
but which no exerSons of human fortitude, andwifdom, 
have ever yet been able to maintain, for any length of 
time, inviolate. In virtue of a {blemn contract, entered 
into by the people, and their firft monarch, and ratified 
by all his fucceffors, it became lawful to take up arms 
againft the fovereign, who fhould infringe the liberties 
of his fubjefts. Peter of Arragon prevailed on the 
Cortes, or parliaments to abolifh this right ; and, after- 
wards, Philip the fecond, who, like a true tyrant, al- 
ways concluded that if a nation had a fmgle right re. 
maining, they enjoyed one too many, reduced them 
into the ihoft abjedl ftate of fubjedion. Dr. Bufching 
obferves that Philip the fifth, incenfed againft the Ar- 
ragonians, for having, in 1605, efpoufed the caufe of 
the Archduke Charles the third, annulled all their prR 
vileges ; but it feems more evident that Philip the fc- 
coiidhad left this ready done to his hands. K. 
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tnight with reafon prove fomewhat oflfenfive 
to the ear of an Athenian. This alfo mufl: 
be confefled 5 on fome occafions, times of 
oppreffion arife, during whichi, privileges 
fleep; but were the ancient republics without 
their demagogues ? did Alcibiades, Amilcar, 
-or Sylla leave much power in the. hands of 
the people ? 

The reader will pleafe to obfcrve, that in 
ihis parallel, I have not gone beyond tlie li- 
mits of the continent \ but were I to take iii 
North- America, I might well fet Solon, and 
Lycurgus at defiance, by oppofing to them, 
only Lock, and William Penn. Let us ex- 
amine the laws of Penfyivania; and Carolina, 
and compare them with the laws of Sparta, 
and we fhall find them differing from each 
other, like the domeftic government of a 
farm, and the rules of the order of Saini Be^ 
mdiS. Who will not enjoy a pieafing fenfa- 
tion, when he reflefts, that a traft of more 
than four thoufand fquare leagues, is now in- 
creafing its population, under the aufpices of 
liberty, and reafon, wbilft every inhabitant 
feels that the leading principle of its moral 
fyftwi is equality, as the leading principle of 

its political fyftcm is agriculture? 

N 2 CH^V. 
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CHAP. V. 



Continuation of the preceding fubjeSi. Agricul- 
ture and population are the trueji proofs of the 
bappinefs of the people. 



A F we reckon only nations under fettled 
forms of government, it muft be evident, 
from the courfe of thefe enquiries, that the 
modern nations are much more inftrufted, 
and can boaft of at leaft as ample a portion 
of liberty^ as ever was enjoyed by any of the 
ancient nations. But as knowledge, and even 
liberty are only ferviceable fo far as they con- 
cur towards the acquifition of the greateji bap- 
pinefs of the greateji number of individuals^ it 
becomes neceflary to enquire whether alfo 
from thefe circumftances we may dra>^uch 
conclufions, as have been already proved by ; 

former k 
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former indu(5lions. We have reafon to fup- 
pofe that the felicity of mankind is as great 
during the prefent times, as it hath been in 
any sera whatfoever. Let us now feek out' 
for fome diftinguifliing mark, fome particular 
fymptoms which may ferve as the ftandards 
of this Public Happinefs. The two proofs 
which will naturally prefent themfelves, are 
agriculture, and population. I name agri- 
culture before population, becaufe that when-/ 
foever a large quantity of land, within a na- 
tion not compofed of an extenfive number 
of individuals, is induftrioufly, and carefully 
cultivated, the confequence muft be, that 
this nation will confume a great deal, and, 
add to the neceffary aliments of life, thofe 
comforts, and conveniencies, which form the 
happinefs of life. If, on the contrary*, the 
increafe of the people be in proportion to the 
increafe of agriculture, what can be concluded 
from hence, but that this multiplication of 
the human fpecies, like the multiplication of 
every other fpecies, arifes folely from their 
well-being? agriculture is, therefore, not 
only a diftinguifliing mark of the felicity of 

f^the people, but anterior, and preferable to 

. the fymptoms of population. 

N 3 U 
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Is the agriculture of the moderns fuperior 
to the agriculture of the ancients ? were thfs 
queftion to be confidefed in its full extent, 
it would require a feparate work* There is 
no fubjedk which could afford more ample 
room to the parade of erudition, and in this 
confideration, the learned muft perceive a 
powerful allurement. But yet, of all the en- 
quiries into the fituations of antiquity, this 
enquiry hath been the moft neglefted. As 
for me, I fhall think it fufficient to hazard 
fome 'conjeftures, and to fupport them by 
fome few authorities, perfuaded as I am, that 
whenfoever a writer feels no inclination to be- 
come polemical, it cannot be difficult to 
mark thofe principal points, on which an im- 
partial man Ihould reft his opinion. Heaps 
of erudition are only for the obftinate critic^ 
whom they cannot convert'; to the judicious 
reader, who might otherwife be enlightened, 
they are terrible. 

Although Terentius Varro, and Columella 
have cited a great number of Greek authors, 
who, have written on agricukure/a^ I ftiould 

ima- 

(u) Magna porro et Graecorum turba eft de ruflicis 
rebus praecipiens, &c. (Col. de re ruftica, lib. i. 

cap. 
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imagine that in our days, when we mention the 
modes of cultivation, peculiar to the ancients, 
we fet forward from the firft ages of Rome. 
At the beginning, two acres (journauxj (x) 
included all the land belonging to each fa- 
mily. In the more profperous times,, when 
the republic became enriched by conquefts, 
fome ambitious magiftrates, defirous of pur- 
chafing the favour of the people, by an ex- 
traordinary aft of condefcenfion, propofed to 
allot ihwcn acres to every family, a divifion 
which was confidercd as exorbitant, and which 
never took place. From hence the moderns 
have concluded that the Roman agriculture 
muft have been carried to the higjieft per- 
feftion, fince two acres of land were fufficient 

N 4 for 

cap. I.) Terentius Varro mentions the nam'es of 
fifty. 

fxj It is thus that I Ihall always tranflate the world 
jugery fince it doth not relate precifely to any of our 
meafures. The Juger contained twenty-eight thoufand, 
eight hundred fquare feet, which is fomewhat more 
than half an acre. According to Arbuthnot, two y«- 
gera are one Englifh acre, and a quarter, a meafure 
rather exceeding the French arpent royal* But the pro- 
duce of xhejuger may be better eftimated, by a paiTage 
in Columella, lib. 2. c 9. where, treating of feed, he 
obferves, ^^jugerum agri pinguis^ pkrum^uemodios tritici 
juatuor, msdiocris tiuinquc pojiutat. 
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for the fubfiftance of a whole family, in 
which we may reckon about five perfons. 
But thefe admirers of antiquity were not 
aware that even the proofs which they brought 
to fupport their opinion, tended to its der 
ftrudtion, according to the common proverb^ 
who proves too much, proves nothing. We may 
reckon that in a labouring family, each in- 
dividual annually confumes tv/o fetters of corn, 
^n allowance being made for the women, and 
children. To a Roman family, therefore, 
ten fetters of corn were annually neceflary. 
Now, it feldom happens, howfoever well cul- 
tivated the land may be, that there is no oc- 
cafion for it, at any time, to lie fallow ;(]y^ 
and that land which produces a return from 
' the feed fown of feven to one, may be counted 
good land. Two Jugera, the meafure of 

which 



(yj Columella recommends a domain of arable lands^ 
and heath. " Terrem/^ue aliis cultis at que aliis Jiln^eflri- 
hust etafperisy^ (1. I. c. 2.) This paflage proves that 
then, as in the prefent times, many parts of Italy con_ 

fitted of heaths, and bad lands I have retained 

they^//>r in the tranflation, to avoid a blunder, by an 
attempt to reduce it into an Engliih meafure ; and the 
rather, becaufe the authority to which I have referred, 
makes they?//Vr, (corn meafure) twelve bufhels. Th« 
Tmis/etieri (wine meafure) is four quarts. K. 



•V yt ■ 
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which did not exceed by a quarter the meafure 
of a Paris acre, could fcarcely have produced, 
including the year of fallowing, and a year 
of fervice, more than fix fetters of wheat, 
and about an equal quantity of barley, fetting 
afide the feed neceffary to be fown. We will 
fuppofe that the moil affiduous cultivation 
could have occafioned thefe lands to furnifh 
an annual crop, yet ftill it is to be prefumed 
that the fole prodlidl of the third year would 
be fome lupines, fome bad peas, or fome other 
pulfe of this kind. Thus our Roman family 
will only have communibus annis, two fetters 
of wheat, and ioyxc fetters of barley to fubfift 
on. If this calculation be too low, and the 
fertility of a. well cultivated piece of land 
{hould,.like a garden, be judged greatly ta 
furpafs the fertility of our extenfive /Wids, let 
the produ6t be doubled, and it will be found 
that ftill there are not two fetters of corn to 
every head, without reckoning that it may 
be obferved, that if the daily culture of a 
fmall fpot of ground can render it more fer- 
tile, than the foil of a large farm, this ad-, 
vantage is alfo counterbalanced by the want 
of dung, marl, and other manure. 
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But mankind ftand in need of fomething 
more .than food ; they muft have arms, rai- 
ment, furniture, and utenfils. I readily al- 
low that in a warm climate, a great deal of 
cloathing is not wanted •, but let it be re- 
membered, that a much more plentiful crop 
hath been raifed from the earth, than can be 
expefted from fuch a foil as that within the 
neighbourhood of Rome; that in fpite of all 
this, the quantity of corn fufficient for fub- 
fiftance, was not produced, and that, of 
courfe, no ground remained for the culture of 
hemp, fruit-trees, timber, &c. From hence^ 
it follows, that it was necefTary for fome other 
labour, befides agriculture, to aid in pro- 
curing a fubfiftance for the people. Now, by 
whom could this labour have been paid for^ 
unlefs by th#fe who enjoyed a fuperfluity, by 
* thofe who had a fubfiftance bevond theiF 
wants, that is to fay, who poffefled more 
land than was requifite for their confumption^ 
and the confumption of their family ? but 
from the moment that we admit of an un* 
' pqual diftribution, it is^ no longer aftonifliing 
' that a familv can fubfift with tv/o acres of 
land,' bccaufe each individual, exclufive of 
his property, reaps the fruits of his induftry-, 

. and 
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and it is evident, that in many villages of 
France, feveral families live comfortably, and 
yet have no ground in their hands. If we 
can rely on Plutarch, Numa divided the'ci- 
tizens of Rome into different companies of 
trades, fuch as the companies of carpenters, 
of tailors, of goldfmiths, of dyers, Scc.(z) 
Now, thefe trades neceffarily reprefent a ccr- ' 
tain quantity of manufaftqrea,' and this quan- 
tity of manufaftures reprefents an overplus 
of fubfiftancc, as well amongft the rich, as 
within the public revenues : but what idea 
can be conceived of any divifion of land, 
before this fame Numa, who was the firft 

who 



(z) See the life of Numa Pompilius. Mr. Hook, in 
his Roman hiftory, hath obferved thaf this divifion i* 
not mentioned either by Livy, or Dionyiius Halicar- 
nafllas, and that it is even contrary to what this lall 
writer afferts, nan\ely, that only two kinds of occu- 
pations were then known at Rome ; and thefe were war, 
and agriculture. It is a pity that the hiftorians of an^ 
tiquity do not quote the authorities to which they may 
have had recourfe. At prefent, Livy, and Dionyfius 
arc the only authors we know of, for the firft ages of 
the republic; but Plutarch poiilbly met with other 
fource* of information. Bcfides, as the Romans had 
ceremonial habits, facrifices, temples, aquedudls, and 
bridges, there muft have been tailors, carpenters, 
mafons, &c. 
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who ordered the boundaries of farms to be 
marked out, and rendered them facred, by 
the celebration of facrifices, in honour to the 
God Terminus ? the words of Dionyfius Ha- 
Jicarnaffius merit a particular attention. • Nu- 
ma (faith he) comn^andei' every proprietor ta 
circumscribe his ejiate^ and to mark out Jbt 
boundaries of it with fiones^ which received the 
name of Terminalia.(a) It is to be obferved 
that he doth not fay that Numa ordered the: 
divifions to be verified, nor that he direfted 
a new furvey to be made, but only that he- 
enjoined each proprietor to mark out the 
boundaries of his eftate.. 

Let us again confult Dionyfius Halicar- 
naflius : wefhall learn from him, that Tullus 
lloftilius conciliated the afFeftions of the 
people, by dividing amongft them thofe royaj 
domains which Numa had left him : for the 
kings (adds our author) pojfejfed rich and fer- 
tile fields^ from the product of which they 
raifed a fufficiency to defray the expence of tht 
facrifices^ and keep up their fplendid manner of 
living,' Tullus parted his domains amongft 

the 

rrta-ott x»$oK 6w* TOK opotf, &c. Antiq, Rom. lib. 2. c. 7^*^ 
psg. 128.. torn. I. Edit. Oxon. 170^ 
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the pooreft individuals, who, by thefe means, 
perceived themfelves relieved from the ne- 
ceffity of working as niercenaries/^^ His 
fucceflbr Ancus Martius, on his acccflion td 
the throne, recalled the attention of the people 
to agriculture, and renewed the eftablilh- 
ments introduced by Numa. But, at that 
time, a divifion was not the matter in quefti- 
on, any more than under the reign of Tar- 
<juin the elder. From what epoch therefore 
muft we date it? and why, at the eftablifli- 
ment of the Cenfus, by Servius TuUius, do 
ive, on a fudden, obferve fo ftriking a dif- 
ference 

■ I I — ^—B — — ■— ■— ■^— ^— — — i— ^—^—M ^1^1— ^— ^— ^M— > 

(h) Xc!;pec9 iix°* i^etifsro» ol wpo avrS ^ewiMTi woXX^i' xau 
-tcya^fiiff e| Jf uvai^aixivoi rug 9rpo^o^tf(, nfu rs ^soTq iTTfTsAtfy 
itxiu rug iU T^y i^iov ^iov a^^joviiq e(%ov bvvo^ux^ • • • • TOLvrr.t . 
i Tt5?\A®- sTTtTpt^i ToTg fjLvi^ePct xXripoi' «%yo-» PuffjucMy kut 
uv^foc .... ravTYi ^t rn f>iXavOpa;7ri^ r8i otvofug tiav ^oXiTwr 
MV6>.c(,0i, vavo'ag >^aTfBV09T»q roTq aXAot;. 1. 3, C. I. p. 132* 

From this palTage, it may be obferved, firft, that in 
the reign of TuUus Hoftilius, there were citizens who 
liad no farms, and who lived by the labour of their 
hands; fecondly, that this divifion was made according 
to every head, xar' av^^a, and not according to every fa- 
jnily ; thirdly, that it is evident, that from this period, 
there were citizens in fuch a iituation, as enabled them 
to pay for the labour of others. All thefe circurp- 
'ftances overthrow the notions which we have conceived 
oT the agriculture, divifions of land, and equality 
which reigned amongfl the ancient BwOm?k.\\^, 
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fereace in eftates, and fuch a multitude of . 
rich citizens ? fourfcore centuries, or com- 
panies, were to be compofed folely of thofe 
citizens who 'were worth an hundred mina^ 
or about three hundred and thirty pounds fter'- 
lingy a confiderable fum, if we recoiled: the 
fcarcity of fpecies, and the want of com- 
merce, which circumftances mud have in- 
creafed it in a decuple proportion.(f^ Now, 
I would alk if a property of two, four, or ^ 

feven 

(cj In the time of Polybius> living was fo cheap 
that, at the inns, no prices of provifions was fpecified, 
but a traveller was fupplied with as much as he could 
reafonably want, at the rate of a quarter of an c^o/us, 
which is not a third x)f an Englifh penny. (See Polyb* 
Paris 1609, fol. lib: 2. p. 103.) The price of fix Eng-- 
li(h pecks of wheat was not, at the moft, above fix- 
pence fterling. (See a learned work, written by Mr. //« 
Fres de St, Maury entitlefd, Recherches fur Us mcnnoieSf 
ch. 3.) • • • • • This gentleman, who is Mafter of the 
Accounts, and one of the forty, belonging to the 
French academy, tranflated, in the earlier part of his 
life, the " Paradife lofi^* of Milton. Lewis Racine, 
the fon of the celebrated dramatic writer, employed 
his powers in the fame attempt, but with unequal fuc- 
cefs. The fire, and majefly of our immortal bard 
blaze, although by intervals, and, probably, with di- 
minifhed luftre, in the glowing numbers oi Saint Mauri 
in the cold vcrfion of Racine, they are totally extin- 
gujfhed, K. 
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feven acres of land, could ever have repre- 
fented fuch a capital, and if, within a coun- 
try exclufively attached to agriculture, this 
Cenfus ought not to have been fettled, rather 
from a meafurement of land, than a valua- 
tion of fptcics.(d) It is more reafonable to 
fuppofc that Numa, Tullus, and Servius 
concluded it expedient that each family fhould 
poflefs a certain quantity of land, with a 
double view of enabling them to acquire fomc 
fubfiftance, and fecuring their attachment to 
their native country ; that, in faft, two acres 
of land were confidered as the fmalleft por- 
tion which could poflibly have been allotted, 
but that, this Minimum having been fixed, 

no 

^ ' > I n 1 ^ ■ I ■! I I n ^ III I — -^i— »*^— — a^— ij^i^— ^ 

(tfj Livy, and Dionyfius Hajicarnaffius alfb furniih 
us with feveral pafTages, from which we may infer that 
an inequality of fortune prevailed amongd the Romans, 
from the earlieft times of the republic. I Qxall quote 
but one parage. Thefe two authors agree in averting 
that Horatius Cocks received, as the reward of his va« 
lour, as much land, as he could plough round about 

in a day j^gri quantum uno die circumaravit 

Saturn, (Tit. Liv.) 

The text of Dionyfius Halicarnaffius positively men- 
tions the fame faft. Now, at that period, fuch a pof- 
fe^on could not have been thought exorbitant, fiefides, 
it is well known, with what moderation the Romans 
inferred lucrative rewards. 
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no precaution was taken to limit the too great 
extent of property 5 in (hort, that an inequa- 
lity of fortunes made its firft appearance with 
the kings, and continued to exift always 
during the republic. It is thus, that we are 
to explain the reafon why, after a lapfe of 
almoft four hundred years, from the foun- 
dation of Rome, the people ftill complained 
that the lands were only diftributed to them, 
at the rate of two acres to each family, whilft 
fome Patricians, who held more than five 
hundred acres, enjoyed a property equivalent 
to the fharcs of three hundred citizens j and, 
what is well worthy of our notice, they added, 
that the land given to them, was fcarcely fuf- 
ficient for their dwelling, or even for their 
grave if<?^ a proof that it was not, at that 

period, 

(e) ** Auderent ne poftulare ut quum bina jugera 
agri plebi dividerenter ipfis plus quinquaginta jugera 
habere liceret ? ut finguli prop^ trecentorum civium 
podiderent agros, plebeio homini vix ad tedum neceiTa- 
riuiK, aut locum fepulturae fuus pateret ager.** (Tit. 
Liv. lib. 6.) 

In, order properly to underfland this pafTage, and, iii 
general, to take in the full fcope of the great queftion, 
relative to the divifion of lands, it mud be recolIe6led 
that thefe divifions were made alfo by colonies, and 
that the Patricians, whether through pride, or through 

av rice,, 
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period, fuppofed that a family could have 
fubfiftcd on two acres of ground. In the 
lame manner, when we obferve that, in the 
fequcl, an accufation of having harboured 
fecret deCghs, and flattered the people, was 
levelled againft thofe, who would have intro- 
duced an allotment of fcven acres of land, 
Vol. II. : ^ O we 

' avarice^ or in ihorC, with a political view of keeping 
the people in a ftate of degradation, obftinateljr per- 
fiftcd in modelling the new diftributions of ground, 
after that fii-ft plan of aljotment^ of which their an- 
ceAors had giveb them an example. I fhbdld imagine 
that this was a double a£l of injuilice. FirH, beca^fe, 
circumftances varying, the extent of lands being more 
considerable, and the public treafury more opulent, it 
^ feemed reafonable, that the diftributions amongft the 
'citizens,, ihould have been more ample, and advan- 
tageous, at fuch a period, than it had been, in the 
time pad. Sccohdly, becaufe the new colonics were 
forced to. refide within their little territories ; whereas 
the ancient Plebeians having received a divifion of 
landsj fituated within the neighbourhood of Rome, 
were enabled to cultivate them, without being obliged 
cither to build on the fpot, or to quit the city. As to 
the reft, I muft Hill repeat, that all this proves nothing 
in favour of the Roman agriculture ; for the colonifts 
will conftantly think two acres in a good country fuf- 
iiciently alluring : the families of colonifts being in ge- 
neral confined to three perfons ; and bcfides, all the 
refources of induftry were left to thofe, who could not 
futfift on the produ^ of their ground. 
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^e mqft underfliapd this, is dill referring tci 
the pprtions, . divided amongft the coloniils, 
pr to the fmalleft diftribution enjoyed by the 
moft bconfiderable citizen. Now, as a great 
number of the Plebeians had either (old, or 
alienated their properties, it xnuft have been 
very difficult to have found near Rome, a 
fufficient quantity of land to have fupported 
a diftribution of feven acres, amongft thefe 
individuals ; nor could fuch a plan have been 
executed, without .cpnfiderably diminifhing 
the revenues of the public treafuiy, or with- 
out attacking the properties of the Patricians, 
a (fircumftance of which they were by far the 
moft ^pprchenfive. In fad, there a.r^ but 
few inftances of a conduft more iniquitous^ ' 
than the conduft of thefe vertuous Patricians> 
fo revered by all hiftorians, excepting Mr^ 
Hooke.f/^ It is in this conduft that every 

kind 



JL^ 



(f) I ihould have fek a painful cmoiidn of fuiprift, 
if my illuftrious friend, who thinks, and writes with 
all the frcedo^ of an honeft man, had joined the fer- 
vile herd of imitators, and blamed the firuggles which 
were made for liberty. It is to Montefqoieu, that he 
J-efigns the ihameful " difficulty cf determining tvbether 
•* the infolence ivitb which the Plebeians made their de* 
•* mandsf or the eajy cendifcenjion i^ith kvhich the Senate 

** granUa 
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kind of enormity is interwoven, from the 
condemnation of Speius Caffius, to the mur*? 
der of the Gracchi t but this we have animad^ 
Vi^rteji on, in a former parf of the work* 
Let us 1c?ep within the bounds of our fub* 
jed, and, ifince we are convinced that the 
diilrihutipns of lands, amongft the Romans, 
pr^ye nothing in favour of agriculture, en* 
quire whether there exift other pofitive au« 
thorities,^ capable of throwing more light on 
this queftipn. 

Amidft the great number of ancient au-» 
thors^ who h^yt ivritten on agriculture, four 
Oi^ly have pafled t;p pofterity : Marcus Portiua 
Cato, Marcus Terentius Varro^ Virgil, and 

O 2 Co* 

** grantai themy was th^ gr€ateftJ**\ * The coxnplimenfi 
to Mr. Hooke is a laurel over his grave^ which will not 
vither $ j>ut if the Chevalier imagines that this author 
ll3th an ejcclufive right to it^ to inform him that he it 
miilakea» can be no ungrateful return to thatjuflke> 
which he hath (hewn an Engliihman. Mr. de Beau* 
forty a native of France^ hath deviated, like Mr. Hooke, 
from the fentimentsof an unfeeling mukitude, and, ia 
his " Republi^ve Romaine^^^ approved of that inflexible 
refolution, with which the Plebeians oppofed a moft 
abandoned fet of tyrants, and, in fome meafure, fe* 
cured their privileges from encroachments, which were 
calculated entirely to dcilroy them. K. 

\ See " Efprit dcs loix.*' 
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Columella./^) We fhall not here enter iftto 
a detail of thofe precepts which they have 
tranfmitted to us. It will be fufficient fimply 
to obferve that if they differ in fomc parts of 
this detail, ftill they agree with tolerable ex* 
aftnefs, relatively to their general principles, 
and concur in giving us the fame idea of the 
culture peculiar to the Romans. From their 
writings, we may reafonably infer that their 
methods of cultivation approached much 
nearer to the praftice adopted, in the prefent 
times, throughout Languedoc, Provence, and 
Italy, than to the cuftom in the corn-coun- 
tries, that is to fay, that they gave the pre- 
ference to olive-trees, fruit-trees,^ and, in 
particular, to the vine, a fpecies of culture 
which feems, above all others, fuited to -hot 
climates. As to arable lands, we have no 
proofs of their having been more fertile, than 
they arc in our daysj and in our climates. 
The ancients fowed on an acre of land about 
four, or five modii of wheat, that is, about 
fix, or feven pecks, and an half, Englifli 

corn meafure.Ci?j - It is true indeed that Te- 

rentius 

. ^ ' »■■ ■ ■ , I , ... .. 

C^J May we not add to this lift Palladius Rutilius? K. 

f^J Jugerum agri pinguii phrumque modios triticl fifd- 

t^ori.mediocris q^uinque poftuUt : adorei fne^iis novm^Ji 
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rcntius Varro mentions fome places in Italy, 
where the feed returns ten, and even as far as 
fifteen to one -, but his manner df expreffing 
himfelf .evidently proves that he confidered 
fuch a product, as very uncommon, and tha^ 
it was not to be met with in the neighbour^ 
hood of Rome.(/) Befides, Cicero (whofe 
authority mud be allowed to have additional 
weight, as this celebrated orator was himfelf 
a great farmer) informs us, that the feed 
ufually returned eight to one, and that when 
.the return was as ten to one, all the gods 
were fuppofed to have been propitious to this 
increafe.(ife) The greater part of the lands 
lay fallow during every other year. Virgil 
and Columella recommend this practice for 
thofc lands, which produce barley, or 

O 3 wheat. 

£fi lifftum/olum, Ji mediocre^ decern dejlden^t.* (Colam. 1. 2. 
c. 9.) Varro allows one modius more to each acre, btit 
this pradlice doth not differ greatly from our pradlice. 

(ij Seruniur faba modii IV, in jugtrOy tritici K crdei 

VL furris X. Oh/ervabis ^antum, 

njolet regio ut in eodeni femine alicubiy cum decimo ffdeat^ 
alicubi cum quinquedecimo^ ut in Etruria^ et locis aliquot 
in Italia. 

(k) Ager efficit cum o^lauo ut ben} agatur. Verum iti 
qmnes dii adjwuent^ cum decimo, ... (in Verren.) 
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wheat (/) It is trtic indeed that Varro mt^ 
lioiis cdrtatn Jands^ which never lay fallow, 
bat theft w^Vdi Olinthian lands^ and not in 
Italy ; thi>s alio was ftill kfy the cafe, within 
thci ileighbdurhood of Roimc. Befidei, th0 
fyme amhor i^ mediately , and wichcyuc dif- 
fehcmg from his method^ quotes one Lici- 
musy whofe advice it is that the lands fhould 
EefaHdw, every other yriar.(;») . The (inglo 
Word yeriraS«m^{n) intended jo exprefs a fal- 
low' land, ftifficiently proves that this; cuftoo) 
iw!a9 common amongft the Romans. It is alio 
evident from fcveral other paffages, that all 
the grotind was not cultivated. Strch is the 
J)aflige in which Columella .recommeridi the 
choice of a do mam,' compofcd of arabie 

lands^ 

flj Ordeum niji filuium it ficcum locum non fafitur^ 
4it.qw ilia 'vicibus annorutn.r€,quietum agitatimque alternis^ 
ft fuam lattjjimwn volunt arvum* (CoU 1. z, c. 9.) 

*' Alternis idem tonfas ceiTare navales 
*^ Et fegnem patiere fitu durefcere caxnpum,'* 

(Virg. GeorgAih. i,) 
(ffi) Agrnih alternis annis relitiQui oportety aut paulo /r- 
^iorihus Jeminihta ferere id eft qna^ minus fu^unt terram^ 
(I. 1. €.44.) 

(») ViT'vailttmx (i. e. toert a^um, i. e. <verno tempore 
iiratumy) land that hath been fallow, and is turned ia 
the fpring to be fovvh the next year. (Ainfvrorth'* dift* 
laft ed. by Morell, 1773.) 
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•lands^ and of uncultivated lahds.(d) 1 alldw 
that it nuay be objected to me, that this atrthor 
hath written at a time, when agticiiRur^ was 
fadling to decajit, amongft- th^ Roniaii^; bul^ 
it would be t^fy to deiirdfiftpace, that at cvtry 
period^ they had vaft pafturcy, and untilled 
lands. lit might alfo be: added that the fa- 
mines, of which the firft ages of the fepubKc 
afford lis frequent inftahce^, arid the itnr- 
portatioh^ of dorri from Sicily^ and Greece, 
allowed on different dccafioris, form new ptie- 
fuftiptJorts which rife in oppdfition to that fifi- 
gular preference, given by feme, to the Roman 
agriculture, rather than to the modern agri^* 
cultune. As to the agriculture of certain 
privileged countries, fuch as Sicily, fome 
parts of Greece, Egypt, arid feveral pro- 
vinces of Afia Minor, it need only be men- 
tioned to congratulate thofe happy regions on 
the nature of their climate, .ahd their foil, 
which almoft fpontaneoufly produce that 
which camiot be raifed elfewhere, but. by a 
long, and toilfome labour, (p) The only cir- 

, O 4 cumKancc 

(o) Terreni/que aliis cultist atque aliis fihfefirilm$i tt 

nfper'ts* (1. I. c. 2.) ' 

{f) Mauritania^ Barbary, and Egypt, although laiv- 

guilhing under an oppreflive government, ftill enjoy 

this 
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cumftance to be enquiri^d into, isi whether 
the laws of the ancients, and their japplicati-^ 
on to the arts of ihufbandry, enablf^.tbem lo 
eflabliih a ftate of agriculture^ fuperior to 
our ftate of agriculture* abftrafleil fitott?) every 
local advantage. Now, I muft copfefs that 
I do not perceive any point wliich operates in 
behalf of the ancient ftate of Jigriculture, 
|ior fhall I ever fuppofe that there cap b^ the 
Icaft caufe to envy itj^^ until I ihall have been 
furniflied with new argumentSj dccifiye^of ita 
pre-eminence. On the contrary, were it ne- 
ceffary to maintain an oppofite opinion, I 
(hould not be at a lofs for reafons fufiiciently 
plaufible. I will reft contented with pf-o* 
ducing fuch, as feem abfolutely to determine 
this matter in favour of the modern ftate of 
agriculture: and thefe arc tl^e- alteration ink 
the temperature of the aix, and the decrcafe 
of forefts. Mr. Hiime hath obferved, after 
Abbe du Bos, that *' Italy is warmer af pre^ 
fentf than it was in amient timjss.*\qy In the 

four 

this local privilege which furnifhes them with 'an over- 
plus of fubfiftance, capable of fupplying whole nations. 

(^) It muft not be concealed that Mr. Wallace hath 
^nfvvered to this^ article in the diflertation, written by 

Mr, 
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four hundred and eightieth year from the 
foundation of Rome, the froft deftroyedall 
the fruit-trees, the Tyber was entirely frozen^ 

and 

_ . : -\ 

Mr. Hume ; but, to fay the tru|h, he feems only tg have 
anfwered in order to fupport a kind of wager, that 
he would not let any argument pafs, without a reply. 
He hath not been more fuccefsfulon this, than on many 
other occafions. He produces fome inftances of fevere 
frofts in the warm climates. He mentions alfo the win- 
ter of 1709. {See differtation on the numbers ef mankind.^ 
Append, p. 276.) Doth Juvenal obferve that it only 
happened once that a fuperilitious woman broke the ice ' 
of the Tyber ? and although the orange- trees have 
fometimes been deftroyed by the froft, in the Hieres 
iflands, and at Nice, yet when 1 perceive thefe trees 
. growing there, in the open ground, whilft in all France, 
and in Lombardy, they grow only in tubs, and in the 
green-hottfe, am I not juAiiied in remarking that thofe 
parts are warmer, than elfewhere? Strabo obferves 
that, in his time, no grapes ripiened north of the Cc- 
vennes. \$, was for want of knowing how to cultivate 

the vine, anfwers Mr. Wallace. What logic 1* 

^ From 

* t am con«vinced that the liberal author of this ^work nvill 
not he difpleafed to find the remarks of Mr, WaUhce quoted 
more fully, 7'i6^ diflertation on the numbers of mankind is 
become fcarce, and therefore^ in juftice to the ivritery it it 
proper to lay before the reader^ thofe pajages^ to <which he, 
pcffibly, may have no opportunity of referring, I am not, on 
this occafion, the champion of Mr, Wallace ^ although I admire 
his other produSIioni, and, in them, confefs the force, andfo^ 
liditj of his arguments. (Neither will it appear that the tem- 
perature 
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sod the ground! was. covered virith fnow, 
during the fplce of forty days. . Juvenal, in 
Itts pi£hire of a fuperftitloos woman, rcpre- 

fcntff 

From tht time of Columella, an alteration was fell 

IB the tetoperature of the air j as is evident from this 

paflage. Multos enim jam memorabiles authores comperi 

fer/udfum habere longo a^vijitu qualitatem cceli fiatumque 

tAutaru Amongd thefe authors he quotes Saferna^ in 

the follbwing terms j Kam eo lihro quern de agrUultura 

fcriptum reliquit mutatum cceli Jiatum fee iplligit quodqua: 

regionis untea propter hyemis a/Jjduam ^ickntiam nullam 

fttrpim *oitu aut oka depofetam cuftadir$ potuerim^ nunc 

mitigato jam ft intepe/cente prijlino frigore^ largifftmis oli' 

nfitatibusy liberique ^indemiis exuberent^ fed ht&c fivefal/a^ 

/ewvera ratio ejty litteris dfirologia concedatur^ (lib. i.) 

We may obferve, from the 4out)t in whichi Columella 

}iath left usy that this alteration was not^ during his 

time,, 

pcrattlre of climates hae been alterett by the eiskure of the 
earthy from what Mr. Hume quotes from Straboj that 
*' nocth of the Ccvennes, Gaul produces not figs, and olives j 
*' arid fhfi vines which hav4 been planted bear not grapes that 
•* will ripen v" for fruits are icty different frchm corhs> and 
^^r things which arc neceffary for the fubfiftance of man. 
Hence^ while corn-fields were richly cultivated, the culture 
«f fruits might have made flow progrefs from one countiy to 
another, fo that the want of them might have been owing not 
to want of heat, but often to the negleft of the inhabitants* 
^nd to their particular coftoms, and opinions. The emperor 
Domitian-^ publiHied. an edi6l forbidding any more vin€S to 
be planted in italy, and commanding mnny which were a U 
ready planted in tho provinces to be immediately rooted up, 
Differ t* on the numb, of mankind^ App, p, zyZ.) K. 

(f Pbiiofirfitt vit, ApolL Tyan, lib. 6, cap, 17. ) 
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fonts her a$ breakirtg the ice of the- 9^^, 
that (he might perform her ablutians.(r) Td 
thefe dbfervitidns, Mt. Hiime adds a paflSgcf 
frotri Diodorus Siculus//^ in which that au- 
thor gives fuch a defcription of GauJ, as mayi 

in 
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time, very ftriklDgly marked ; and as it i$ evident tkat 
the fitiiatlon of the heavenly bodies hath undergone no 
change, we can only attribute it to the improvement 
in agriculture, whith, Whilft it fcill to deday, aitxoilgft 
the Roihans, might have, fiouriiked in Oaii}, in Afi^ 
and in Africa. 

"We learn alfo from Phyilcs, how much it is the na- 
ture of woods to render the clixjiate cold, as th<*y ait th<^ 
conftant caufe of that interpofition of clouds^ and fdgsr^ 
between the fun, and us. In open, and cultivated 
countries, the water, falling on the furface of the earth, 
meets with inclined planes, on which it runs rapidly to 
cfifcharge itielf into vaft refervoirs'. Th6 dykes, canals, 
torrents, and rivers are as fo maiiy beds open tdrec^fe 
it. Gn the contrary, when the watef falls within the 
forefls, it lodges on the branches, and the leaves of the 
trees, and is divided over an infinity of furfaqes. in * 
this itatei it k lik6 the br&ckifh waters on graduated 
building9, that is, in a perpetual tendency to tvzp6tsitk-t 
on. On the other hand, the water which lies at the 
feet of trees, and introduces itfelf amongfl the bufhes, 
^nd briars, fcarccly ever is diftipatfed, FroiA thefe t\t^ 
cumftances ari(e the frequency of douds, and fogt^ 
^nd the humidity of the'earth. 

(r) Hybernum fra^a glacie defcendet in amnem, 
Ter matutino Tyberi mergetqr, Ju*r, 

(^J Lib. ij.. 
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in our day<s, be applied to Norway; he alfo 
in^tions. another paffage in ^trabo,(/) who 
informs ms that no graphs ripened north of 
theCeycnnes. Now, it is*wcll known that the 
temperatmc of the air depends more, on the 
nature of the foil, and the perfedion of agri- 
cukure, than on the greater, or Icfler diftance 
from the Equator. Quebec is in nearly the 
fame latitude as Paris, and yet Canada is co- 
vered with ice, during one half of the year. 
This is alfo the cafe in a great part of Ruffia, 
which IS much colder than Germany, and 
Holland, although it be fuuited more to the; 
fouth. Of the vaft quantity of wood, which 
antiently covered Italy, we may eafily form 
a judgment, by* corifidering how readily the 
Romans built the moft numerous- -fleets. In 
^ general, we can have no proper conception 
of the armaments of Xerxes, of the Car- 
thaginians, and of the Romans, nor even of 
the armaments of Saint Lewis, on the coafts 
of Provence, at a later period, unlefs we fup- 
pofe that there was formerly more wood, than 
is to be found at prefent, and that it was 
always fituated within reach of the (hores. 

Every 



wt%, 



(t) Lib. 4. 
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Every one muft have heafed of'that facred 
foreftj which'CaEifar ordered to be cut down, 
during the fiege of Marfeilks. Now, it may 
be aflertcd that ail Provence doth not produce 
a Jingle acre of wood^ fit for timber work.(u) 
The draining' of many marfhes, the opening 
of a free current for ftagnated waters, in ^n 
infinite number of places, and particularly in 
that part of » Gaul, called Belgica, - are frefli 
proofs of the increafe of agriculture* But 
what hath already been advanced, is un- 
doubtedly fufficient to convince any one, not 
wedded to a favorite fyftem, or inclined to 
torture fafls, in order to draw over fome de- 
pofitions to his fide, 

^ We are now to enquire whether population 
hath made an equal progrefs : and this is a 
queftion which would have been encompafTed 
with difficulties, if two learned Scotchmen, 
by collefting the bcft authorities, as well for 
the affirmative, as for the negative, had hot 
placed.it in the cleareft ppint of view, of 
which it is fufceptible.(Ar) The great writer, 

and 



m ill ■ ■ 



( » ) At leail, if we except the mountain of Eilrelle, 

and the neighbouring country of the Alps. 

{x) Mr. Hume in his eflay on ^Ubt fopuUufiufs of ^n- 

dext nations i^* and Mr, Wallace in his ** MJkrtation on 

I the 
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•m} s^mm^U phUf>%Her Mr. Hurncj wKd 

|4^ji ibe fleg^nce ^qf difcJU9)0ii» with all the 
4}Ij4reine^p pf eruditipn^ 4nd who poiTcinng 
in 3 moft diftmgui(he4 degree the arc of 
fijaWog others decide, whUft he remains him* 
fcl^ in dp**^, kG0m cootiwally how^ under 
^hc ^pfiiar?njyce of ^n ^lightened feepticifmi 
to l^ripgitfliei's over to ih^topijiion^ whereto 
he i$ feqretly iodin^d i Mr. Hume hach r(2i2« 
j^^red^ gqd p0fu44ed Wy th^t the antiettt 

nations 
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tjk mvi^i if m^^^*** Theie two pieces are tran*** 
ilatjedinto French, but with what degree of ^delity^ I 
caniiot determine^ 

The tranflation of the diffirtation by Mr* Wallace* 
ify apicord^tg tp xrvy hiind^Iie opbioa, exceediagly wdl 
e^cecpted* There ariC fome oixiiiIiQn9» but moft of thefe 
are juilifiable, and n^aft be cQniidered as the pradent 
cancelling of pafiages, the republication of which, 
Qiice they convey a cenfiire againft eke Roman Catholic 
r4Ugiony would in France ^^ve beeo 90 lefs dangeiOQs^ 
than i^nbecoming* The r,eader will not be furprifed to 
£nd that one of thefe pafTages, which the tranflator was 
afraid of copying, is, in the diiTertation, no ntore than 
.a quotation frofiithe author of Lt Siech de Louh XIV^ 
and taken from the fouttecnth chapter of the fird vO't 
lame, and the thirty-fecond chapter of the iecondvo* 
lume of that celebrated work. Although written by a 
warm admirer of this prif^ce, it contains a juft, and 
ij)iritcd coiidfemnatidn of thofe impolitic perftrcutions, 
tQ which hi«.proteftant fubjedls were expofcd. K. 
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nations were not rnqre popuiogs, than are the 
modern nations. On his part, he faaiibXpafed 
QO enquiries^ in order to enable the reader to 
determine this point. He was informed of 
the difiertation, written by Mr. Wallace, and 
maintaining an opinbn diredly oppofite to 
his own. He invited the author to publiflu 
his performance. Mr. Wallace did publifh 
it, and added an apfwer to Mr. Hun^e; but 
in this anfwej:) erudition and argument, nbt 
being entirely exempted from prejudice, fo- 
phiftry, and even harihixefs, fometimes be<> 
tray the Caledoman{y) in the friend of the 

Greeks. 



{y) The ojbibpvatiOQS on the date of Sootkad, whkli 
take up only few of the lat paged, are, oevt^nly, the 
moft unexceptionable parts of the diJJmaHm. They 
were written fooa after the late rebellion, and exhibit; a 
juft, and feafonahle pidure of the fitnation of that 
country. The fpirit of agriciiltut^, whicb Mr. Wal« 
lace fo warmly recommended, and ^hich, at that pe- 
riod, was fo little felt within the northern dklridls of 
our ifland, hath lately influenced a confiderable number 
of the land-holders ; and, in many places, the once 
barren, and inhofpitable moor is converted into fruit'' 
ful $elds. Of this, fufHcient proofs are mentioned in 
a late 7i«r, written by Mr. Pennant. To that work, 
in which the author wears the amiable, but fingolar 
chara^er of an unprejudiced Englijhman^ I fhould have 
Jcferred the reader^ without trefpaffing on his patience, 

to 
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Greeks. We Ihall, now, endeavour to give 
bur readers an idea of the principal reafons^ 
on which thefe two authors ground their af- 
fertions. 

According to Mn Hume,(ss) there is very 
little ground^ either from reafon^ or obfervation^ '. 
to conclude the world eternal^ or incorruptible : 
and if the general fyjiem of things^ and human 
fociety of courfcy have any gradual revolutions^ 
they are too flow to be difcemible in that Jbort 
period which is comprehended by hijlory and 
tradition. Although difeafcs have varied, it 

muft 
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to afiure him, that in paiTing through other parts of 
Scotland^ unnoticed in the Teur^ I have perceived the 
flouriihing effeds of a growing attention to agriculture, 
and the civilizing of unpolifhed individuals ; but whiUk 
a difapprobation of meafures hath hurried us into illi- 
beral extremes, it is but common juilice to feize on 
every opportunity to convince the multitude, that, how- 
foever difgufling men may be, the feats of their nativity 
^re not fo hprrible as they imagine. Becaufe the glow- 
ing lines of Churchill tell fome bitter, and notorious 
truths^ the dupe of party feems determined to believe 
that North*Britain is the land, where 

" Half fiar^vdffiders feed on halfjlar^u'dfies:* K. 

(x) The reader will pardon me for having deviated 
from a verbal tranflation, where the paflages (printed 
in italics) of the originals corrcfpond with the exprcffi- 
ojx's of the French work. K. 
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muft be equally difficult to draw any inference 
from this circumftance : difeafes are mentioned 
in antiquity, which are almofi unknown to mo- 
dern medicine \ and new difeafes have arifen^ and 
propagated them/elves, of which there are no 
traces in ancient hijicry. Befides, our author 
hath veryingenioufly obferved, that mankifid 
multiply fafi in every colony^ or new fettlement ; 
where it is an eafy matter to provide for a fa^ 
mify i and where men are no wifefiraitened^ or 
confined^ as in long-eftahlifhed governments. 
That hiflrory tells us frequently of plagues which 
havefwept away the thirds or fourth part of a 
people \ yet^ in a generation^ or two, the de^ 
firuilionwas, not perceived \ and the fociety had 
again acquired their former numter. This ex- 
cellent remark hath been verified fince by 
Abbe Expilly, whofe calculations prove that 
the lofles occafioned in Provence, by the 
great plague of 1720, are already repaired. 
Since therefore general phyfical caufes ought en- 
tirely to be excluded from the queftion concerning 
the populpufnefs of ancient, and modern times j 
it will be requifitCy if we would bring it to fome 
determination^ to compare both the domeflicy and 
political Jituation of thefe two periods, in order 
to judge of the faSsby their moral caufes. 
Vol. II. ^ P ' nt 
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The chief difference between the domeftic acd* 
nomy of the dnciems^ and that of the mt^derm 
conjijis in the praSice of Jlavery^ which f re- 
vailed among the former. A barbarous cuftom, 
whicli fcparated the human fpccics "into two 
clafles, and which unworthily debafed the 
riioft ferviceable of all individuals, fincc, 
during a long fpace of time, the hands de- 
voted to the labours of agriculture, and to 
indiillry, were not more free than the hands 
employed in the drudgeries of the hotrfehold. 
J»Iow, if evefy oppfeffive adminiftration tends 
to the decreafe of pbpulation, thisabjedl and 
unfortunate clafs of men muft liaVe mul- 
tiplied lefs than thfc other clafles. To this 
general prefumption, Mr. Hume adds' the 
rtioft ingenious bbfer\'ations. He proves that 
the majority of the flaves of the Greeks, and 
the Romans, were compofed of foreigners, 

* 

and bought from amongft the prifoiiers of 
war, and pirates. Men, and women, caft 
into captivity, were purchafed at a price fb 
inucTi the cheaper, as a larger number of 
flaves had been expofed to falej arid thefe 
tenriporary expeditions, thefe particular events, 
in cbnfcquence of which whole nations were 
reduced to bondage, by glutting the marketSt 

brought 
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brought dpwn the prices confidcrably lower 
than the rates arifing from a regular, and 
d^lly commerce. The trifling fums with 
whick the antieats ib eafily purchafed their 
foreign flaves, induced them to prevent, in 
their families, the propagation of their own 
flayies. Jt is evidcnr, that far from encou- • 
raging fuch a practice, their political laws^ 
ai|d the rule$ of the ableGt oeconomifts were di- 
r^&ly opppfed to it. Now, if, on the one hand, 
ii was natural for this clafs of individuals^ 
yfhm reftraihed from the generation of their 
fpecies, and overbuVdeaed with labour, to 
tead towards depopulation ; and, if, on the * 
Qjher hand, it became neceffary to recruit 
tha^ clali of free men, whom the fate of war 
had thrown into captivity, may we not infer 
froni henc€, that there was a general decreafe 
am^ngft the numbers of mankind i(a) 

P 2 But 

{a) Amidft a number of cruelties, inflidlcd on flaves, 
^nd taken notice of by Mr. Hume, I Ihall only mention 
the cuftom, eflablifhed at Rome, of fending into an 
iiland of the Tybcr, there, to pcrifti through hunger, 
every individual whofe infirmities had rendered him 
ufelefs. Such a method of delivering an invalid from 
his miferies, doth not refieft any great credit on fo ver- 
tik>as a people* ' The chace of the Ilotes hath been 
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But it may be afked, whether, whilft lA 
the manners of the ancients we difcover fome 
cuftoms which retarded the propagation of 
the human fpecies,' we do not alfo perceive 
in* their governments, and legiflations, ad- 
vantages which outweighed thefc inconvenC- 
encies ? Greece, Afia Minor, Sicily and 
Italy were divided into feveral little republics. 
There, the diftribution of fortunes Was more 
equal, the armies were lefs numerous, the 
pay of the troops was more eafy, and ex- 
pences were, in general, lefs burdenfomej 
all thefc circilmftances were favorable to po- 
pulation True V yet, on the other hand, 
thefe little republics were almofl. in perpetual 
jyaw, their battles were more bloody, and 
followed by more dreadful perpetrations of 
barbarity* Befides, dilTcntions and civil dif- 
cords were the caufc of frequent mafl^cres ; 
and whenfoever one faftion, after an obfti- 
nate engagement, became viftorious, all the 
tnembers of the oppofitc fs^ion were driven 

into 

already mentioned. But all this murt go for nothing. 
It is not, on this account, lefs true that the Spartans, 
and the Romans were exceedingly vertuous men ; and 
that we, moderns^ who have our hofpitals for the old, 
the incurable, the orphan, and the foundling, are but 
* g^Tig of abandoned wxticKcs. 



PVBHC HAPPINESS. 213 

into banifhmcnt. The refult was, that wi- 
dows, orphans, exiles, and profcribed indi- 
viduals were eveiy where to b^ feen, amongft 
thefe happy people. But, if, by accident, 
thefc divided republics fell into the hands of 
a defpot, nothing could equal the cruelty 
with which he reigned ; for, it muft be con- 
feffed, that if an abfolute government be 
ufually peculiar to great monarchies, tyranny, 
properly fo called, feldom rifes but on the 
ruins of republics. I can believe that we 
have no idea of that wifdom which aftuated 
the governments • of Sparta, and of Rome, 
yet it muft be acknowledged that we are as 
little able to conceive that any cruelty could 
haye been equal to the cruelties of the Dio- 
nyfii, and of Agathocles. Of what con- 
fequence is the pretended mildnefa of fome 
ancient legiflation, when this very mildnefs 
leads to profcription, and to tyranny B Mr. 
Hume very judicioiifly obferves, that the 
abolition of capital punifhments in the cafe' 
of convicted Roman citizens, gave birth to 
the cruelties of Sylla, of Marius, and of the 
Triumviri. In fact, it feemed as if aflaffi- 
ftation was become ncccffary to compenfate 
for the indulgence of a law, too weak to pre- 

V a vent 
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vent the commiffion, of a crime, and fuffcr- 
ing the moft dangerous citizens to efcape 
with \i{t.(b) * 

Trade, and manufaftures have always httn 
confidered as the fources of population ; but 
great interift of moneys the imperfeSiim of na- 
vigation^ and great profits of trade^ are an in- 
fallible indieation^ that indujlry and commerce 
are but in their infancy. Mr. Hunie proves 
that amongft the Greeks, and Romans, thfe 
intereft of money was always at twelve/^ 
cent, that, frequently, eftates, fuch aa houfes, 
and other immoveables wcfe fold for four 
years purchafc ; in (hort, that an hundred per 
cent, profit was made on a cargo of two talents^ 
fent to no greater dijiance than from Athens^ to 
the Adriatic, It may certainly be objefted, 
that wherefoever luxury doth not prevail, 
agriculture is the fpecies of indujlry chiefly re- 
qutfite to the fubftftence of multitudes y but can 
this agriculture, confined to the produce of 
mere neceffaries, and not ei^couraged either 
by exportation, by the good prices of com- 
modities, or even by the facility with which 
returns are made, at any time become flou- 

rifhing? 

• ^ ^ 

[h) The reader will pleafe to obferve what hath been 
i^lready remarked concerning the Romans* 
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rilhing? and if in particular fituations, agri- 
culture be only in a ftatc of extreme fertility, 
muft we not attribute this circumftance to 
the happy difpolition of the foil, and cli- 
mate? true agriculture doth not confift in 
throwing feeds into grounds, whiqh will jbcar 
cropS;, without art, but in conquerinjg nature 
wherefoever Ihe rebels, in varying, and in 
multiplying her produftions. Now, this is a 
knowledge which the ancients, and - parti- 
cularly the Greeks do not appear to have ac- 
quired. Columella obferves that, according 
to Xenophon, every man may be a good 
farnier ; and that great labour, and much 
(kill are not neceffary. Qn which, I fliall 
remark in my turn, that* if luxury and com- 
merce did not eftablifh a fale, and exchange 
of commodities, agriculture in general muft 
unavoidably fall to decay, as being never 
carried beyond the produftion of the Gmple 
neceffaries of life. In faft, all the lands fit 
only to bear hemp, flax, mulberry-trees, the 
• woods for dyeing, faffron, coffee, indigo, &c, 
muft remain deferred and barren. It is ne- 
verthelefs requifite that the individuals who 
cultivate thefe kinds of produftions, Ihould 
receive their fubfiftance frgm the individuals 

P 4 who 
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who cultivate the"corn-lahds. The only mean 
therefore of prevailing on them to accept 
commodities, muft be to fttmulate them to 
•greater exertions of induftry, to the intro- 
duftion of a richer fyftcm of agriculture, 
which may fupply the colonift with an over- 
plus of fubfiftance, and enable him to ne- 
gotiate an exchange of wares. , 

Mr. Hume, not fatisfied with having col- 
Jefted together all the authorities, and all the 
conjeftuffes, from which any prefumptive 
proofs could have been drawn, proceeds to 
the examination of fafts, that is, to the ex- 
amiflatiorl of thofe paffagcs which afford us 
the cleareft idea of the (late of population 
amongil the ancients : and it is here, that it 
becomes impoffible to follow him, without 
tranflating what he hath written. It will be 
fufficient to obferve with him, that all kinds 
cf numbers are uncertain in ancient manufcripts^ 
and have beenfubjeSl to much greater corrttptions ^ 
than any other part of the text \ that ih,e authors 
from whom we obtain the moft favorable no-* 
tions of the population of the ancients, (and 
fuch authors, for inftance, are Herodotus, 
and Diodorus Sicuhis) have tranfmitted to 
' us contradictory calculationSj and ridieOloua 
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conclufions ; that on the other band, the hif- 
torians who are entitled to the greatefl: coo- 
iidence, and whofe inferences fcem the moft 
rational, leave us no room to imagine that 
the earth was, formerly, more peopled, than 
it is at prefent ; that, in truth, tradition al- 
ways prefcnts us with fome examples of an 
extenfive population -, but the capital point 
to be enquired into, is, whether thcfe ex- 
amples were fimultaneous ; for it is an ufual 
fallacy^ to conjider all the ages of antiquity^ as 
one period J and to compute the numbers contained 
in the great cities^ mentioned by ancient authors^ 
as if tbefe cities had been all contemporary. It 
is abfolutely requifite to compare the different 
epochs, and not to regard, as an advantage 
common to every asra of antiquity, that 
which was but a fucceffive removal of wel- 
fare, and profpcrity. 

Such, in fome meafure, is the fubftance of 
the differtation, written by Mr. Hume. It 
was not without regret, that we felt ourfel ves 
obliged to ftrip it of that comprehenfivc 
learning, andthofe ingenious refleftions, with 
which it is fo elegantly enriched. It is pro- 
bable that the reader may have been enter- 
tained with this flight idea which we have 

V given 
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given him cif the. work, and be mayeafily 
conAilt it, if our obfervations have been fa 
fortunate as to infpire him with any tafte for 
fuch interefting fubjedls. 

To proceed to Mr. Wallace. At the 
beginning of his performance, we meet with 
fome very fine calculations on the poifible 
pr<^agatbn of mankind, atlempted from a 
fingle jp^wr, and we have riic fatisfadion to ob- 
serve, that at the cbfe of 1,233 ytars.^ ibe Jkm 
ef aU alive amounts to 412,316,860,415. 
Now, as there iw/sre At leaft three couples for 
^nrnkiflyh^^ the three fons of Noah^ and their 
nvives^ mftead of one couple j our author eafily 
explains how the earth might have been well 
peopled in times which we account very Ancient : 
and I think as he thinks ; for I do not per- 
-ceivcevcn acomparifon between the number 
of Egyptians, Affyrians, Babylonians, &c. 
and the number of lice, bugs, caterpillars, 
and other infcfts, or reptiles, ifluing from 
the fame ark. 

After having (hewn this firft. pattern of his 
philofophy, Mr. Wallacie paflcs on to an en- 
quiry into the caufes, which may either aflitt, 
or retard the progrefs of population ; and 
Jiere, he is led to advance, that trade and* 

commerca^ 
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commerce^ the arts, and manufa£tures, inJtMi 
of increafing^ tnmf often tend to diminijb the 
number of tmnktnd \ that thty who work at 
diB^rdnt trades, are obliged to live at the ex- 
pence of the hvi!(bandflieh, who, by cul- 
tivating the ground for the artifans, cultivate 
it alfo for themfelves : but w«re thefe artifans 
to become cultivators, they would raife pro- 
ductions for themlelves, and for others «, and 
this to take place continually, fo that we 
fliDUld have an immenfe feries of the pro- 
ducers of fuperfluities. There cannot, un- 
doubtedly, be a morejuft deduftion of con- 
fcqucnces. It is a pity that fads are dkcdtly 
oppofed to them. We abfolutely perceive, 
that they who are cither unable to negotiate 
any exchange of wares, or to procure a fuit- 
able price for their commodities, do not cul- 
tivate even enough for their own fubfiftance. 
It is on this account, that fo many nations 
have lived miferaMy, though in poflkflion 
of an immenfe domain, and that the earth 
hath been covered with fiftiers, hunters, and 
Nom^des, 

Mr. Wallace, fatisfied with thefe prelimi- 
nary confiderations, foon throws himfelf.into 
an examination of thofe authorities, which 

bear 
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bear the ftrongeft* teftimopy, in favour of 
the populoufneft of anticnt times, We (hall, 
alfo, diipenfe with following him through 
this detail, though with much lefs regret, 
than we have juft now felt, as we are far 
from finding in his diflibrtation, that pre- 
caution, and criticifm, fo confpicuous in, the 
Eflay, written by Mr. Hume. To give the 
reader an idea of the manner, in which Mr. 
Wallace goes on, we fhall inform him that 
paffages from feveral poets are collefted to- 
gether, in one undiftinguifhed heap, and 
blended with paflages from Herodotus, and' 
Diodorus Siculiis, authors whofe accuracy 
is more than fufpefl;ed. , Mr. Wallace, not 
contented with having availed himfelf of fuch 
authorities, hath even ventured to alter them, 
where they did not fufficiently coincide with 
his opinion. Hath he read in Diodorus Si- 
culus that Egypt only contained feven mil- 
lions of inhabitants ? he immediately corredls 
his souther, and reafons thus : Herodotus oh-^ 
ferves(c) that 410,000 fcldiers^ all native 
Egyptians:^ were fometimes kept in pay. If we 
compare the Egyptians with the French^ whf> 

arc 
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{c) Irlerod. lib. 2. p. 175. 
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mre a more warlike people^ and compute the 
people of France atjixteen^ or twenty- millions^ 

and the army which the king maintains conjianthf 

* 

at 200,000, according to this proportion^ 
Egypt muji have contained 32, ^r 40 millions. 
An Egyptian might as rcafonably haVefaid, 
'* my country contained only fevcn millions 
" of inhabitants, at the time when the lake 
" Meris was digged: now, France contains 
more than twenty millions of inhabitants, 
and therefore the French ought to have 
digged a lake three times larger than our 
lake." If, unfortunately, Ca^far hath ob- 
ferved that when the Gauls raifed a great ar- 
mament, the levies made in Belgium did not 
amount^ to more than two hundred, and 
ninety-eight thoufund men, our author, who 
feels the force of the objcdion, eafily draws 
himfelf out of this fcrape. Firft, (faith he^ 
we cannot fuppofe that this was a levy of all 
the fighting men in Belgium ; for Ccefar'^s in- 
formation was^ that the Bellovaci cculd have 
brought \ bo ^000 to the fields though they en- 
gaged only for 60,000. taking the whole 
therefore in this proportion of ten to f.\\ the 
fum of fighting men in^all the ftates of Belgium 
was 496,666 ; and quadrupling this loft number^ 

Belgium 
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Btlgium M{fi have bad 1,986,664 inbi^i^itfinfs^ 
wbctm wcmayfuppofe io befr^ej or not implied 
in firviU affices.(d) Secondly, it may 2jlfQ 
be obferved, in the tommenSaries of Capfar, 
that aipongft the Gauls, ther^ were two 
orders pf men •, the firft Qpder wji$ compofed 
of ftee citizens, wjiopi he calls knigbfs, and 
the lafl: prder of a kind of bondmen, amongft 
whorp were many rpine4 citizens, who b^d 
thrown themftlves 'm%q a ftate pf fervitvid« 
under the nobles, Cacfar adds, thsitwben 
any war arifes^ all thele knigbts take arn^s : 
emne$ in bello verfantur. Mrl Walla.ce ap- 
plies this authority, which is pofitive for the 
knigbts^ in the negative, againft the people ; 
that is to fay, he excludes them from all mi- 
litary employments, and then argues thus : 
tbe fum of figbting mm (nobles, or knights) 
inaUtbeftates of Belgium was 496,666, and 
quadrupling this lafi number^ Belgium mufi bav4 
bad 1,986)664 individuals of this order* 

And 



^mmmmmmmmmmmm^m^ 



(</) Mr, Wallace adds in a iiotc that, injome copies of 
Ctgfar^s commentaries y the Aduatuci fend 2^,000 , inftead 
of 19,000* as it is ft at ed in my preceding calculations at 
iMhich rate the fighting men in all Belgium^ *wou!d ha've 
been 513,333: fo <we may reckon them about half a mil* 
lion* K. 
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And if we make the lower order €f peifoni 
(plebes) io have been thrice as numerous as the 
refty we muft reckon the inhabitants of Belgium 
about 8,000,0000. Now Belgium does hat of* 
par to have been larger tban.tbe fourth part of 
Gaul^ and if Goal wasfoMr times greater than 
Belgiumy we may compute 3 2 ,000,000 ^ iff* 
habitants in Gaul. 

^ Withoutthisexciellcrit.fagacity, our. author 
would always meet with icroi^bkfome pfe^e«^ 
in the commentaries of Ca^far, uccotSh . ^^ 
whomy in' the lifts which he found in the ffel-- 
vetian camp^ the number of the Helvefianx 
who hdd abandoned their* country^ in order to 
conquer^ and take poffeffion of Jome larger ter^ 
ritory^ was Jiated at 26i^oop.(e\ Mr, Wal- 
lace replies, without hefitatioxi, that C^farU 
intelligence might have bien not perfe^fy exa^ i 
that therefore it was only a powerful Coloief 
which had entered into this refolution •, that 
multitudes would chufe to remain in their own 
country •, in particiilar^ that the Druids would 
not be hafty tofet out onfucb an adventure^ but 
would rather wait its ijfue. I confefs that we 
may learn from the charafters of all the 

Druids, 

{e) De bell. Gal. lib. x. c. 29. 
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Druids, in every age, how avcrfe they were 
from expofing their perfons, and how tamely 
they fufFered others to fight in their place j 
byt this allegation, advanced by Mr. Wal-. 
lace, feems rather moral, than criticaL 

Here, follows another fpecimen of the 
calculation? of Mr. Wallace. J be forces 
which Polybius ajftgns to the Romans^ and their 
dlliesi ietween thefirft^ and fecond Punic wars^ 
amounting to more than 700,000 footj and 
70,000 borfey{f) Jhew the great popuhufnefs of 
Italy ^ in that age. It is obferved by Mr. 
Hume, who hath omitted nothing which w^s 
the hioft contrary to his opinion, that the 
country thatjupplied this number^ was not above 
a third of Italy ^ viz. the Pope^s dominions^ 
Tufcany^ and a part of the kingdom of Naples. 
His adverfary, Mr. Wallace^ avails himfelf 
of this paflage, and adds that, we muft com- 
pute the inhabitants of Italy, who were of free 
condition^ at 1 2,000,000 i and reckoning thrice 
as iinaf^fiaves, the inhabitants of all forts will 
be found to be no fewer than 48,000,000 : or^ 
if the proportion of three flaves to one free per- 
fon^ fhall be thought too high^ by fuppofing them 

only 
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tnly two to one^ the inhabitants of Italy were 
ibirty-Jix miUic^ns, . , . . . Thus, by reckoning 
that there were 12 millions of freemen, di- 
vided into three millions of families, each fa- 
mily confiding of only four perfons; Mr. 
Wallace allows, by the firft calculation, 
twelve flaves, and by the fecond calculation, 
eight flaves to each family ; thus, all thofe 
poor citizens who were not worth twenty 
mina^ and who, on account of their indi- 
gence^ were, excufed from wearing a coat of 
mail, had, each of them, at leaft five or fix 
flaves. This is certainly very aftonifliing. 
I. think that I fliould be apt to reafon, in a 
dificrent manner. The country which fup- 
plied the number of (even, hundred,., Md 
feventy thoufand individuals, was not above 
a third of Italy; but it was themoftpor 
pulous part of Italy ; for the Alps, and the 
Apennines were, and are ftili in a. very favage 
ilate.f^) Befides, Rome was flourifliing ; flie 

Vol. IL Q^ had 

»»^— I ■ I ■ 1 III ■■ » i. 

{g) Livy relates that in the year 555, from the foun- 
dation of Rome, the Conful Cornelius, having attacked 
the Infubri, made the number of the cities taken 
amount to fifteen, and the number of their inhabitants 
to twenty thoufand. V. 1. 2. d. 4. This calculation 
allows but 1,333 inhabitants to each of thcfeciues. 

'' Itlie 
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had already ftrippcd fcv£ral nations, and was 
the capital of Italy. I am thcrcfot e jtiftified 
in believing that the population of the two 
remaining third parts of Italy was fcarccly 
equal to the number of the Romans, and 
their allies. Now, fuppofing that thefe feven 
hundred, and feventy thoufand warriors rc» 
prcfent three millions, and eighty thoufand 
free citizens, I (hould think it fuificient to 
double this number, to find the total of the 
free inhabitants of Italy, which, in this cafe, 
•would amount to fik millions, one hundred, 
and fixty thoufand individuals. Let me next 
trilculate the number of flaves j and as there 
is no reafoQ to imagine that thefe belonged 
to any individuals, who were not fufficiently 
rich to be comprifed within the equeftrian 
eenfus^ I (hall allow two flaves to e^ch knight^ 
and rate the total number of flaves, at one 
hundred, and forty thoufand.^i?; I fhall 

again 
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I the rather mention this pafiage^ as it feems equally 
to have efcaped Mr. Wallace, and Mr. Hnme. 

(hj They who have any knowledge of the Roman 
militia, will find even this calculation too favorable. 
For we are only obliged to admit the Ce/j/us equeftris^ in 
the cafe of the real Roman knights, who formed the 
cavalry of the legions. All the reft of the cavalry was 



com- 
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again double this number, for the Patrician 

families ^ and the whole amount will be two 

hundred, md eighty thoufand flaves« I think 

that I naay renture to afTert, that the remain* 

rng part of Italy, mu<^h poorer in proportion^ 

and by no m^ans fo fuccef^ful in war, did 

« 

tiot poflefs half fo many Aaves : I will how-^ 
ever fix them as two hundred and twenty 

Q^a thoufand^ 

compofed of allies, and called altt fodorum* Nov^r, it 
d<}th not any where appear that this auxiliary cavalry 
fabmitted to the fame laws, which regulated the Roihan 
cavalry. It is, therefore, very indulgent to inchide 
within the Cer\ltis equeftris^ the feventy thoufand horfe- 
men, mentioned by Polybius. V. Juftus Liffius di mh 
titia Romana i and Memoires fut Id legiw^ Sec, by Mr. 
le Beau. 

I mnft again remark that great miftakes may have 
been made, in calculating the number of flaves amongft 
the ancients. Mr. Hume, and Mr. Wallace have cited 
a palTage from Florus, who informs us that Eunus, and 
Athenio, by breaking open the ergaftula^ and giving 
liberty to the flaves, raifed art army of iixty thoufand 
men. It is not evident, that in any of the fervile wars, 
the armies were as numerous as they muft have proved, 
if the multitudes of thefe unhappy wretches had been 
aa great as fome writers have reprefented them. It muil 
Alfo ht obferved, that at the beginning of the Punic 
war, the Romans, pofTefllng more moderate, and equal 
eftates, flili attended to agriculture, without entruiting 
the bufintfs of it to flAves. It was not until ^after the 
triumphs of Metellus, and Emilius, that riches were 
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thoufand; and thus, the total number of 
(laves is five hundred thoufand ; the addition 
of fi!x millions, one hundred, and fixty thou- 
fand citizens, forms ,a population of iix mil* 
lions, fix hundred, and fixty thoufand in- 
habitants-, a number extremely inferior to 
the number exifting in Italy, in our tjmes, in 
fpitc of the great multitude of priefts, and 
monks, with which that country is infeited. 

It 

■ I ■ * ■ I IIBI I ■ I ■ !■ IWIMI I ■ ■ ■ I III- I I I Ml — — — 1^^— — i— — . 

introduced into this capital. In fhort, I mufk perfift ia 
believing that my calculation is extremely reafonablft 
when I fuppofe that at the beginning of the fecond 
Punic war, there were only five Hundred thoufand 
(laves in Italy. Another proof that the calculation of 
Mr. Wallace is much exaggerated, appears from his 
allowing himfelf,. tAai Cato the C en/or woould ni^er gin)t 
aho^ve 1500 drachmse^ or about ^8/. for a Jlwue^ Now, 
tjrere is evefy reafon to believe, that i|i the time of 
Cato, the price of ilaves was rather diminiihed, than 
augmented, coniidering what numbers had been made 
captives. But let us fuppofe that the price was aug- 
mented, and rate the purchafe of a flave before the 
breaking out of the fecond Punic war, at an hundred 
pifloles, or forty-one pounds, thirteen (hillings, and 
four-pence, at eight (hillings and four-pence (lerling 
per piftole; thus, then, thirty- fix millions of (laves would 
form a capital of thirty-fix hundred millions of piftoles„ 
or 1 500,000,000 pounds (lerling. We learn alfo from 
Cato the Cenfor, that only thirteen (laves were neceflaiy 
to cultivate two hundred and iortyjugera. or above 

one 
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It is furely needlefs to follow Mr. Wal- 
lace any longer, cfpecially in his refutations 
of Mr. Hume, where he doth not appear 
to have been more fuccefsful, than in his af- 
fertions. Yet, after having given fome ex- 
amples of the philofophy which he hath in^ 
fufed into his work, and of his method in 
the application of fafts, and authorities, we 
muft invite the reader to procure his differ- 
tation ; and we c^ affure him that he will 
find in it, an excellent choice of erudition, 
every where unfolded with elegance, and 
perfpicuity.C/j In my opinion, as wars are 
_____^_^ Q 3 become 

Oive hundred and thirty acres, which are more than ten 
acres to each flave. Now, Mr. Wallace affirms that 
Italy contains forty-eight millions of acres. According 
to this calculation, fuppofing that no Roman, or h^t 
Italian, laboured in the cultivation of the ground, 
about four millions of ilaves were fufficient for that 
purpofe. But, how were the r^fl to be employed in 
a country, without manufactures, and without comr 
merce ? before I conclude this long note, it may be 
proper to remark, that the affluence of the Roman 
knights, in the time of Cicero, is no argument againft 
my fuppofition that their fortunes were very moderate 
&t the beginning of the fecond Punic war. Their af*- 
fluenqe can only be attributed to their farming the re,- 
venues, in the different provinces. 

(ij When the errors of a work are outweighed by 

excellencies, the liberal critic, whilft he expofes the 

firft, 
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become le(s frequent; at> commerce, in- 
do&ry^ and agriculture are extended, and 
imf^pved, the world is, in general, more 
populous, than it was formerly ; and if we 
except fooie privileged places, which are 
ftill ddightfial to mapkind, in fpite of the 

op-r 

firft, "will pay a tnbote of admiration to the iaft. The 
^arafler whicfaj as he tik^slus leave, the c^v^licr h^t 
Hows upon the ^ertatipu^ is ji)(l, a^d candid. It w£re 
fortunate indeed, if every celebrated writer could boail^ 
with Mr. Wallace, that the elFufions of his genius had 
aiiiied at i^rviceable ends ; and that, howfiievei* they 
might have failed^ ?t leajd, they did no mijfchief. As 
we learn, in the appendix to the Differ tation on the 
numbers of mankind, that this performance preceded* the 
BJ/ay on the fopuhufnefs of antient nations ^ written by Mr. 
Hume, we cannot but lament that the ]aft author perr 
xnitted any arguments advanced by hi§L adverfary, to 
remain un^nfwered. Had he choieu to follow Mr, 
Wallace into the Holy-Land, we fhould, probably, 
have been enlightened by a refutation of the remarks on 
the numbers in Paieftine, and the enrollments of the 
tribes of Ifrael ; but, on fuch an expedition, our ele- 
gant philofopher muft have travelled (to borrow his ex- 
preffivc language) beyond ^' the fphere of real hifiory,^* 
.... I cannot conclude this note, without mentioning 
two produdions which have fallen from the pen of Mr.. 
Wallace, the laft of which, in particular, bears an 
honourable teftimony to the extent of his abilities, and 
the integrity of his principles. His *^JyJiem of the laws 

f 'this circumfiance is not mentioned in the French tranflation* 
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0pprefi)pns under which they languiih, the 

modem nations, enjoying an cftablilhed form 

of government, are nocleif numeroua than 

the anciejit nations. Iq fupport of this af- 

fertion, I might advance one proof which 

•ey^n Mn Hume hath negfc^edjCij it is the 

O 4 fcnfiWe 

^ Scotland^* is ^ work of deep thought, and indefatir 
gable labour; it muft have fixed his reputation, al- 
though OBly the digreffive pans of it had been attended 
to, and amongft thefe part3, his charitable retnarksoii 
the fervitude Of oqr negroes. The other produ^on U 
entitled " Cbaraaeriftics of the political ftate of Great- 
Britain. The late author of " the Eftimate of the matt" 
ners and principles of the times ^^^ told us, ibme years 
itnce, (^d ind^d the patriotic writers tell us fa eviery 
year) that the nation was undone, that it flood aghafi 
at its onjan misfortunes ; buf like a man fturiin^ fuddenly 
from fleepy hy the noife of fome approaching ruin, knew(j 
neither nubenee it eame^ nor how io avoid it. In anfwer 
to the efiim^U and to prevent a- kalsful dejpendencyy th9 
Qhara^erijlics were immediately drawn up. The fa- 
vorable reception which they met with, was like the 
thanks offered by the Romans, at a more alarming 
period, to their conful, quod de republicd non defperajfet. 
If we look back on the national events, which ter- 
minated the career of the laft reign, and threw fuch 
luftre over the beginning of the prefent reign, we may 
at once difeover, in which of the mirrors prefented 
to them, by Doftor Brown, and Mr. Wallace, the 
people of England faw their own likenefs. K. 

(k) Although Mr. Hume hath not mentioned the 

decreafe of wild beails, yet he alludes to their numbers, 

as 



I 



•;r 
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ienfible decteafe of wild beafts, and til noTU- 
ous animals. It is probable that a Turkifli 
emperor could not coUeft together, in left 
than ten years, fuch a multitude of lions, 
tygers, and panthers, as the Roman em- 
perors, the Confuls, and even the ^diles ex- 
hibited at thofe extraordinary hunting matches, 
which were given for the entertainment of 
the people. With regard to the population 
of fome particular nations, I muft aflent to 
the words of Mr. Hume: cbufe Dover or 
Calais for a center ; draw a circle of two 
hundred miles radius : you comprehend London^ 
Paris^ the Netherlands^ the United Provinces^ 
and fome of the heft cultivated parts of France^ 
and England. It may fafely^ I thinks be affirm^ 
edy that no fpot of ground can be founds in an^ 
tiquity^ of equal extent^ which contained near 
fo many greats and populous cities^ and wasfi^ 
fiocked with riches.^ and inhabitants. 

CHAP- 



as to an argument againft the populoufnefs of ancient 
nations. After having obferved that, ive are told hjn 
^bucydid^i^ that the part of Peioponnefus^ adjoining tq 
Fyiojf lyas dejart^ and uncultivated i he^adds, froo) 
Herodotus, that Macedonia ijuaj full if lions and ^ild 
hulls { animals ^which can only inhabit vafi unpeopled fo-* 
rtftu Thefe nuere the t^o^ extremities, of Greece* K« 
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CHAR VI. 



Continuation of the famefuhje£i\ and^ in par-' 
iiculavy an en^iry into the progress of fo^ 
pulatioHj amon^ the modern nations. 



N, 



OW, that the reader is enabled to de«t 
termine the preceding queftion, anothcc * 
queftion arifes, which is dill more important; 
and, perhaps, it cannot be & eafily refolved. 
Hath population ihcreafed, or diminiftied, 
during the courfe of fomc of the laft cen* 
turies? is the populoufnefs of the prefent 
times, in particular, in a flate of aug- 
mentation, or decay ? thefe queftions which, 
for a long while paft, ought to have been 
keeled by a proper enumeration, have feldom 

met 
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met with any decifions, but the wild dc*- 
cifioQs of caprice, and flattery. In fa^, 
juft as mep were inclined either to praife, or 
to cenfure the government, to abrogate an- 
cient laws, or to cry up new laws ; they have 
laid : the evident decreafi in the pepulaiion^ the 
firiking increafe in the population muft convince 
us thaty &c. And as fatire, and panegyric 
arc felHoni the one more impartial than the 
Other, ftrong exaggerations were equally to 
be pbferved, on both fides. 

Mr* de Voltaire as fuperior to all prejudi- 
cc5, as he is ^ to all criticifms, determines in 
favour of our age, in that immortal work^f/^ 
which he hath written for the inftruftion> 
and the confolatic«i of' humanity. This phi* 
lofi^phical hiftorian hath noi; endeayaured to 
conceal the detrin^nt, which popuktion 
niuft have felt from our fuperftitious legifla*' 
tions, the government of priefts, their in» 
tolerant fpirit, their multitudes, and their 
profcffion of celibacy. But he fuppoles that 
thefc inconveniencics have been compcnfated 
by an augmentation of commerce, and in-^ 
duftry i and he obfcrves that one fingle dif. 

fercnce 

f/J Eflai fur Phiftoire generale. 



cc 
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fcrcncc ia the cxcrcife of the rights qF war 
hath been fuificient to iaclinc the ballahce ia 
favour of the populoufncfs of the moderns: 
and the r^afon of this difference is, that the 
moderns have never, in the courfedf their 
numerous wars, tranlported the conquered 
nations. ** Civil wars (he remarks) for a long 
time defolated Germany, England, and 
France-j but thefe lofles were foon repaired, 
** and the flouriftiing fituation of thefc coun- 
** tries is ^ proof that the induftry of man- 
^ kind hath been carried to greater lengths 
•' than their fury, A nation poflefling a 
** knowledge of the arts, not abfolutely fub- 
*' dued, nor tranfported by a foreign power, 
** arifes out of its ruins with eafe, and can 
" always re-eftablifli itfelf." 

I ftiould imagine that no one can doubt 
whether the populoufncfs of England hath 
increaied, confiderably, fmce the reign of 
Elizabeth. The populoufncfs of Ireland, di- 
miniftied for fome time, by civil, and reli- 
gious wars, is, at prefent,*in a ftate of im- 
provement. The long peace which Italy 
hath enjoyed, for a great while paft, and the 
wife adminiftration of her new fovereigns 
cannot fail to re-peoplethis fine country. 
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which, however, will not reach its real point 
of fplendour, until all the dates of which it 
is compofed, fhall have imitated the prudent 
condudt of the republic of Venice, with re- 
gard to the Holy See, the Monks; and the 
Eccleliaftics. As to Germany, the women 
fiill retain their ancient fruitfulnefs ; and as 
it is evident, that the proteftant diftridts are 
more rich, and populous, than the other 
diftrifts of this empire, we may aflert, from 
experience, that the reformed religion hath 
been advantageous to population. The Unit- 
ed Provinces have, at leaft, gained in the 
number of their inhabitants, what the ten 
Auftrian provinces may have lt>ft. The 
people of Denmark, delivered from the ty- 
ranny of the Great, andi hitherto, happy 
under the dominion of thofe matters, whom 
they plefted, have fecn their commerce, and 
their navigation flourilh within the bofom of 
peace. The people of Denmark are, now, 
richer, and more at eafe than they were for- 
merly ; and therefore, they multiply. This 
is not the cafe in Sweden, which, like a coun- 
try given up during a length of time, to 
daftards, hath i^ot yet rifen fuperior to the 
lofTes which it fuffered, under the govern-. 

ment 
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mcnt of an htro.(m) It was not in this 
kingdom, that liberty appeared under the 
happieft aufpices. That fucceffion of de- 
mocracy in the diets, of ariftociracy in the 
intermedial government of the fenate, and 
of monarchy in the royal mediation, hath 
rather reciprocated, than compenfated the 
efforts of the Swedes ; and it muft always be, 
regretted, that a noble, and valiant nation 
fliould fcarcely ever affembje, but to enaft 
abfurd laws relative to exchange, and com« 
merce, as if the heroes of the north, and 
the deliverers of Germany transformed into 
difcounters, and Bankers, had taken for their 
models, law^ inftcad 9f Guftavus. 

The populoufnefs of Ruffia hath been ex* 
aggerated ; but although the immenfe toils 
of Peter the Great are no longer difcernible, 
except at Peterfburgh, and Cronftadt, it may 
be affirmed that this vail empire is more 
peopled, at prefent, than it was in the time 
of its firft dukes. Poland hath prefcrved her- 

felf 

Cm J See an enumeration of the uihabitants of Sweden, 
printed in the Gazette Litteraire, aa interefling journal, 
the want of which we daily feel, as it was the only 
publication in which the men of letters had reafon to 
imagine thcmfelves judged by their peers. 
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felf in a (late of dangerous liberty,C»; and 15 
in the fame fituation, as Ruflia, iftore rich, 
and fnore populous than when under La- 
diflaus the fourth, and his immediate fuc- 
teilbrs. 

Spaih doth not appear to have experienced 
any confiderable alterations, under her new 
dynafty. It is the fame, with refpeft to Por- 
tugal. There remain, then, the Ffench, 
who, as is the cafe ^mongft the mofl en- 
lightened, people of all, poflefs the leaft ac- 
'Curate knowledge of population, and or 
other fubjcfts equally interefting. This ex- 
preffion, which appears fomewhat paradoxi- 
cal, may be more eafily explained, if- we re- 
fleft, that where the* people are ignorant, it 
is the government that makes every ufeful 
enquiry, and is generally furnifhed with fuf- 

ficienc 
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(nj A Pdlander, reproached for haring brought 
fuch troubles on his country, anfwercd : I prefer a dan' 
gerous liberty to quiet Jlavery, (See " HiJUire de Sobiejky^* 
or, ** La 'voix libre du citoyen,**) 

1 hare frcqnently been inclined to aflc Why Poland 
preif rved, for fach a length of time, fo bad a form 
of govtrnmetki ? I have imputed it to their vicinity to 
the Tar&Sy and Ruffians. In fhort, where defpotifm is 
fo near at hand, nO f^ecies of liberty wears an un- 
pleufwg aipeft. 
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ficient means of intelligence *» and that, oft 
the contrary, where the people are enlight^ 
ened, this bufmefs is commonly entrufted to 
the activity of particular individuals. The 
miniftcrS) not warned by too great incon^ 
veniences, and having perpetually before 
their eyes, a very extenfive^ and complicaved 
machine', pafs their, whole political life, in 
ftudying the fprings of it, ' and in* fearing to 
touch them ; if, by accident, fome fads, or 
calculations (hould, at any time be wanting^ 
ihcy are glad to have recourfe to thofe au* 
thors, whom they have neglefted to inftruft^ 
or encourage ^ but here, it always happens^ 
that the immcnfc nuinbcr of writers furnilhes 
arms for every opinion; difputes are pro* 
traded ; but little is determined on, and ftill 
kfs is underflood. 

Such, amongft us, hath been the fate of the 
great queftion, concerning the number of our 
countrymen. That it was obferved to have been 
fenfibly diminifhed, at the peace of Ryfwyck, 
is well known : and yet the calculations of Mr. 
de Vauban carried it up as high as nineteen 
millions, although Lorraine was not, at that 
time, annexed to our monarchy. Th^.cgl* 
culations of the intendants, employed by the 

duke 
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duke of Burgundy, were not quite fo fa* 
vourable.f^^ Reckoning from that epoch, 
the war of the fueccflion was ftill more de* 
folating, than the wars which had preceded 
it. The long peace which followed the treaty 
of Utrecht, the progrefs of commerce, ^ and 
our interior tranquility ought to have recruit- 
ed the nation; but depopulation was become 
fajhionabk. A fet of calculators, without 
alleging any reafon, frankly told us that there 
were not, in France, even fixteen millions of 
inhabitants. In fhort, it happened, accord- 
ing to our ufual cuftom, that fome particular 
individuals, without any other commiffion, 
than that with which a pure zeal for the pub- 
lic 



(o) See Projet d^une dixme royale, Marfhai de 
Vaaban, whofe fuperiority as an engineer, will never 
be contelled, whilft a (Igne remains within the port of 
Dunkerque, was the author of this work. The pro. 
pofals which it contained were, a fuppreffion of the 
land-tax, the excife, the duties of the cuiloms colleded 
throughout the provinces, the tenths of the clergy, and 
every burdenfome, and involuntary iznpoft; and. 9> di- 
minution, by more than one half, of the price of fait. 
This dixme royale, or royal tithe, was to fypply the king 
with a certain, and fiifRcient revenue, collided with- 
out expence, or being more chargeable to one fubjedt, 
than to another fubjedl; and to encreafe with the ini* 
proved, and dourifhing cultivation of the lands. K. 
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lie welfare had invcfted them, conceived a 
delign of entering bto the moil accurate^ 
enquiries^ relating to this fubjed. Some 
refpeAable magiftrates have availed them-* 
fclves of the opportunities which their differ- 
ent adminiilrations afforded them, in order 
CO bring together, at leaft, elements which 
might ferve, as the balls of ulteric^ calcu- 
lations. Such is the laborious undertaking 
of Mr. de la Michaudiere, digefted, and 
publifhed by Mr. de Meflence : it is, of all 
the works of this kind, the plaineft, and the 
beft conceived.f^ j 

Abbe Expilly hath profited by thefe in- 
(trudtions, and procured more '/q) exa6t enu- 
merations have been coUe^ed & the liftai al- 

VoL. II. R ready 

(jtj Mr. de Meflence, fecretary of the intendancy^ 
bath compofed, under the inrpedlion of Moniieur de la 
Michaudiere, a work entitled, ^^ Rechtrcht^ fur h /o- 
fulation:'** it contains a very exadllift of the inhabi- 
tantSy in the provinces of Auvergne, the Lionnois, 
and Normandy, in which diftrids, Mr. de la Michau- 
diere hath been, fuccefiively, intendant. This ma- 
giftrate is» now, counfellor of ilate, and provoft of the 
merchants at Paris. K. 

(q) The following particulars are taken from a 
work, which Abbe Expilly lately prefented to the King 
of France. 
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ready taken notice af, or falling under iift*^ 
mediate obfervation, iiave been thrown into 
one point of view, the different epochs have 
been corhpared together, &c. The refult of 
thefe labours is, a difcovery that the po- 
pulation of France hath increafed, for the 
laft fifty years, about a twelfth part, and 
thatj at prcfeht, it may be reckoned to have 
amounted to twenty-one, or twenty^ two mil^ 
lions of inhabitants, fr^ 

It 

From 1691, to 170a inclufivcly, there were in the 
35,127 parifhes contained in FraQce, 79679,083 bir^. 
1,807,891 marriages. 16,7 84,7 i+ 'deaths. 

From 1754, to 171^3, ihclufivclyi and in the izmt 
number of parifhes, 8,522,110 births. 1,890,472 mar^ 
riages. 6,564,694 deaths. 

From 1754* to 1763, in the 42,105 parifhes of France, 
including the parifhes of Lorraine, andBarre, 8,661,381 
births. 1,922,165 marriages. 6,664,161 deaths. K. 

(r) Mr. de Vauban reckoned that France contained 
icarcely more than 627 perfons, to a fquare league of 
27.%z toifes.* He, notwithflanding afTerts that it ap- 
peared from very exaft calculations, that there were in 
the provinces of Picardy, of Britanny, of the Artois, 
and of Normandy, more than 700 perfons to fuch a 
fquare league. Now, Mr. de la Michaudiere reckons, 
in the Geniralite of Rouen, 1258 perfons to a fquare 

league 

♦ The French toife is fix feet, and the French font is almafi 
three garters of an ii«b (onger than the Englijbfoot. 
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It were greatly to be wilhcd that the govern^ 
merit would give orders for a general enumera^ 
tion, every where grounded on the fame prin»- 
ciples. This, undoubtedly, will, one day, hap- 
pen ; probably, at the introduftion of a new 
furvey of lands^ the eftablifhment of a pro- 
portional taxation, and the emancipation of 
commerce from all interior duties. In the 
mean time, whilft thefe little objefts may be 
under confideration, we can affirm, with 
pleafure, that if the number of men be en*- 
creafed, the number of monks is diminifhed. 

R 2 It 
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league of 2400 toifes ; in the Generaliti of Lyons 866 
perfons ; and in the Generaliti of Auvergne 640 per- 
fons. At a medium^ we may allow 864 perfons to the 
•fquare league, in thefe Geniralites, and this medium 
may the rather be adapted in calculating for the whole 
kingdom, as, if the Generaliti of Rouen be the moft 
populous, the Generaliti of Auvergne is, on 'the con- 
trary, the leail populous^ Now> according to Mr. de 
Vauban, if Ftaoce, without compriiing Lorraine, con- 
tained Sooinhabitants to a fquare league, the full number 
.of inhabitants mull have been 24 millions. Perhaps 
the furvey of Mr. de Vauban is not quite exadl ; per- 
haps, the Angoumois, and the LimoAn are not fo po- 
pulous as the Generaliti o£ Auvergne ; but, in ihort, we 
have here a calculation, which ailigns to France a very 
large population. The calculations of the farmers-ge^ 
nexal fix the number of perfons, concerned in the 

farming 
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It is evident, from very ' exaft ealculations, 
that 5538 of the religious order of both 
fcxes died at Paris, from 1726 to 1744 in- 
cluJBvely; and that from 174410 1763 in-, 
clufively, there died only 329^2 : now, as the 
monks of the laft thirty years have not (at 
leaft, in a phyfical fenfe) rendered them- 
felves immortal, it appears that their number 
hath decreafed, at Paris, more than one 
third. The cafe is the fame With regard to 
the other diftrifts of the kingdom. Some 
very able men, to whom the government 
hath intrufted that department of admini- 
ftration, which relates to the polity of re- 
ligious orders, have frequently affured me, 

that 
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farming of tobacco^ at 1 8 millions • A very refpedUblt 
magiftrate^f whofe lofs muft ilill hdve been ieverely 
felt 9 if he himfelf had not formed a fucceilbry every 
way worthy of him, hath frequently affured ine, tha( 
all the calculations, which he had a^n opportunity of 
examining, and comparing, convinced him that there 
really was a great depopulation in France, until 1714; 
but that after this epoch, the population became con- 
fiderably increafed. See Dixme Royale ; Rechercbes^ &e, 
by Mr. de MeiTence; DiiHonnaire geographiqutf by 
Abb6 Expilly. 

•j- Mr. de 'TruJaine^ twhofg forty andfuccejfor in bis fofls^ 
is counfeUor of ftate^ counfeUor to tht council of commerctf 
^md royal council of Finances^ intendant of the Finances, 6f f . 
Ifr, de Tfudaine, tbi father, died in 1765. K. 
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that they found no more than 18 thoufand 
mendicant friars, including the Carmelites, 
the Jacobines, &c. and that they did not 
imagine that the others exceeded the number 
of twelve thoufand. In 1700, there were 
ninety thoufand religious perfons of both 
fexes. Suppofmg the number of religious 
perfons to be equal to the number of monks, 
there would be a diminution of a ninth part* 
Indeed, this diminution doth not bear any 
proportion to the diminution which we have 
obferved in the city of Paris, but the re* 
volutions of opinions, and manners, take 
their rife, always, in the capitals. Befides, 
the cxpulfion of the Jeluits, and the ordi- 
nance which throws up fuch impediments 
againft the taking of vows, and againfl: the 
re-union of thofe little communities, which 
are but too often fandluaries for idlenefs, and 
diforder, cannot fail to reduce the number 
of thefe men, who are at lead unferviceablc 
to their country. 

But, a circumftance the moft 'interefting 
to the progrcfs of population,, is the law of 
of 1764, which permits the exportation of 
corn -, this falutary edift hath already revived 
the fpirits of the provinces, and occafioncd a 

R 3 bd(!kL 
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brifk return of money, amongft the cukr- 
yators. It every where encourages the pro- 
duftlon of fubfiftance; and fubfiftance is 
always the ftandard of population : for, if 
we have obfcpved with Mr. Hume, that po- 
pulation is conftantly in a (late of reftraint, 
we can only attribute this perpetual impedi- 
inent to a want of fubfiftance.f j^ Let us 
hope for every advantage from fa found a 
policy, and allow that if it hath been attend- 
cd by fome inconveniencies, they ought ra* 
ther to be afcribed to a negleft ia the ex- 
ecution of the law, than to the law itfelf. 
Befides, is it not well known, that there can 
be no important alteration, without fome 

moments 



(s) We may obfcrve, from the calculations publifli- 
ed by Mr. de MefTence, that, after the defolation 
caufed by the plague at Marfeilles, marriages were more 
fruitful in Provence, than they had been, previous to 
that event. The cafe is the fame, after the ceiTation 
of thofe calamities which diminilh the proportion of 
men, to fubfiftance, without deftroying the means of 
re-producing that fubfiftance. From this fmgk con- 
fideration, we may, at once, conclude that the de* 
population, which is the confequcace of a contagion, 
may, of all others, be the moft eafily repaired. But a 
depopulation will be attended by contrary effefts, when- 
foever it proceeds from a ruinous war, or a b^d ad^ 

iDjniftratioiv* 
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moments of crifisP'fince, therefore, there is 
every reafoq to fuppofe that the population 
is. augniQnted, and that it will ftill augment, 
the only remaining enquiry is, whether ^ 
great population be precifcly the objeft to 
which every good government ought to tend; 
and whether fuch a population may, always, 
be confidered as a certain proof of the prof- 
perity of la nation. ("/> 

R 4 CHAP. 

(tj The candour, by which I profefs myfelf to be 
guided, will not allow me to negledl the mention of a 
very fingular circumilahcey as it is recorded, ijn the 
"hiftory of France, continued' by Villaret. This author 
affirms, • that he faw, in the library of the king, a ma^ 
Vufcript, ^n. which was a (flotation from another mar 
liufcript, under the title of Etat du fuhjide imfo/S par 
feux en 1328. According to this^/^, the proidnces 
fubjeft to the tax of hearth-money, in the time of 
Philip de Valois, contained two million, five hundred 
thoufand hearths, which imply a population fo much 
the more confiderable, as the greater part of Guienne, 
the counties of Foix, and of Armagnac, Rouiillon, 
Burgundy, Francjie Comte, Flanders, Hainault, the 
Artois, firitanny, Alfacc;, Dauphiny, and Provence 
were not included. Mr. de Villaret fuppofes that tlie 
provinces, liable to the payment of this duty, did not 
form a third of the kingdom, fuch as it is at prefent, 
which ought confequently to have contained at that time 
pearly eight millions of hearths : this would give us 
twenty-four millions of inhabitants, reckoning only 

thrift 
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CHAP. VIL 

Continuation of the fame fuhje^. Is popukuf^ 
nefs a furefign of tbeftrengtb of a fiat e ? 

T 

X Have no doubt b'ut that many* perfotis 
would d^ermine this queftion in the. affirm- 
ative; and fuch an opinion naturally rappears 
to be derived from a principle, which we have 

hitherto 

thrctf perfons to each hearth; and to ^i{€, we mnft 
li^cewife add all the fetfi; the clergy, the dniverfitics, 

• • • 

and the nobility., who were exempted frofti the tax* 
Hence it follows, that we may fix this population at the 
liumber of thirty- two millions. Such an inference is 
rather too extraordinary liot to raife a fafpicion of the 
authenticity of the memorials, from which it is-drawn. 
It is impoffible that the augmentation in the number of 
the clergy, the crufades, the feodal anarchy, the ferr 
vitude of the people, &c. could have avoided proving 
a great obftacle to ^the progrefs of population ; and 
this coniideration mull immediately occafion a prejudice 
againft the foregoing calculations. I mull beg leave ta 

ohferve 
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hitherto eftablifhed. But, as it hath been 
ingenioufly obfervcd by one of our contem- 
poraries, whofe abilities, eftimaced by ability 

itfclf, 

obfcrve that, perhaps, Mr. Villaret hath, entirely 
of his own accord, fuppofed .that the provinces fubje£t 
to the tax of hearth-money formed only the third of the 
population. He rematks, in another place, that when 
the Blaclc Prince would have levied this tax of 20 fols, 
for each hearth, (in confequence of which the majority 
of his fubjedls revolted) it was calculated that it would 
produce 1,200,000 livres, or 52,500/. flerling. It is 
very clear that this conjedlure was made at a venture, as 
it fuppofes that the population of the provinces fubjeft 
to England, was equal to one half of the population 
of the provinces, which compofed the monarchy. Let 
us, however, for a moment, admit the faft ; yet with- 
out neglefling another fadl, which may be found in 
Ducangfr. (in 'verb, focagiumj This learned author 
mentions an inflrument, inferted in the hiftory of Bri- 
tanny, in which notice is taken of a tax of hearth* 
money, ailigned over by the duke, to the conilable 
ClifTon, for the payment of a debt which he claimed. 
According to this inilrument, the number of hearths, 
in all the province, amounted only to 69,748. Erat 
autem exhibit us Humerus focorum turn contribuentium in 
communis focagiis qui ajcendebant ad Jummam 69,748. 
Now, if Britanny contained only fuch a number of 
hearths, might we not divide thofe provinces, which 
remained out of the royal jurifdiftion, into four lots, 
each of which lots would be nearly equal to Britanny .\ 
The firft lot would contain Burgundy, and' the Franchc 

Comtc j the fecond lot would contain Flanders, Hai-i 

naulty 
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itfelf, have been happily thrown into aftionu: 
«»tf are only well acquainted with truths when 

WM 



nault, and the Artois i the third lot would contaia 
Alface, and Lorraine ; the fourth lot would contain 
Dauphiny, and Provence: within all thefe together, 
including Britanny, there* would only be about 350,.ooo 
hearths. If to this number, we add the number cal- 
culated for Guyenne, there will be but 155,000 hearths 
for all thofe province? of oiir monarchy, which were 
not, at that time, fubjefl to the authority of our kings, 
I do not, indeed, pretend to give this,, as aji exa^t 
computation ; yet it appears to be at leail as exad as the 
computation of Mr. Villaret. This, author only 
reckons three perfons to each hearth, which is wandering 
very widely from tl)e real eftimate. , There is great room 
to imagine, that with regard to this tax, the mode of 
aflefTment was different from what it is at prefent. I 
find, alfo, in Ducange„ a pafTage which he hath takea. 
from the regifters of the chamber of accounts. Where 
mention is made of. the manner in which tbc^tgx. of 
hearth-money ought to be colleded in Normandy,, th^; 
words are ; ^ in eadem domo manferint ^uatmr homines ^ 
^el f lures y 'vel fauciores^ de quibus unuj'quijque 'vi^at de 
fuo proprioy dat focagium : ^vidua etiam^t fi habet de tnobili 
i\ foL aut amflius^ dat focagium'* as to the number of 
exempted perfons, which, in' the computation of Mr. 
Villaret, runs up fo high, the fame manufcript informs 
us, that a bilhop, or an abbe^ could only exempt fi^C 
of their train. 

The refult of all this is, that no conclufions can be 
drawn from principles fo uncertain, and fo contradidlory. 
Mr. de Villaret may be furprifed that \^e have only 

carriei 
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Wtf c4n, afcertain their limits. (u) It is in ge- 
neral true, that populoufnefs is a proof of the 
profperity, and power of a nation, becaufe 
it is in general true, that agriculture, com- 
merce, and a wife legiflation multiply the 
nun;iber of mankind ; and vice verfu. But 
is not population fometimes conneded with 
phyfical caufes, which may prevail over mo- 
ral 



TT 



carried the population of all the provinces, of which 
we have made an enumeration, as high as a third of 
that population, which his afcribea to Guyenne, and to 
the other countries, fubjeft to England: we, in our 
turn, are equally furprifed that he fliould eftimate that 
population, at the half of the population of thofe pro- 
vinces, which were under an immediate obedience to 
the king. Befides, he produces no regifter for G&yenne, 
and we have produced a very accurate regifter for Bri- 
tanny. The refult of his calculation is, that the king- 
dom, fuch as it is at prefent, might, at that period, 
have contained 3^ millions of inhabitants ; the refuk 
of our calculation is, that the kingdom contained only 
thirteen, or fourteen millions of inhabitants ; for four 
millions of hearths would only give us twelve millions 
of contributors ; and we muft prefume that we arc 
juftified, in fuppoiing that the number of exempted 
perfons was, by no means, fo coniiderable as Mr. ViJ- 
laret hath imagined. Amidll thefe obfcurities, reafon 
muft determine ; reafon mull teach us, that a people 
delivered up to anarchy, and fuperlUtion, can never 
multiply beyond a certain point. 

(h) S^e ** Memoire/ur le commerce dcs colonies a/utrt,'** 
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ral caufes ? Do not countries exiflr, which are 
tnore favorable to the propagation of the 
human fpecies, than other countries? and 
is there always an equal proportion between 
the number of individuals, and the felicity 
which they enjoy ? fafts are alope fufficicnt to 
(enable us to determine thefe queftions. For^ 
if, in profecuting thefe enquiries,, it (hould 
appear difficult to find countries entirely 
covered with inhabitants, it would not at Icaft 
be fo, difficult to find countries totally defert- 
cd* The coafts of Africa, the Ottomaa 
cmpjre, and even the empire of the Czars 
would furnifh us with too many inftances of 
this kind. But, not to fearch after didanc 
examples, we may produce feveral little ftatcs 
of Germany, without commerce^ and with- 
out induftry, governed with no fmall degree 
of tyranny, and perpetually oppreffed by the 
prefence of a petty fovereign, who, the moft 
frequently, owes his domain only to fome 
ecclefiaftical dignity, and is impatient to de- 
vour a precarious property, which he cannot 
bequeath' to his pofterity. Well, then] in 
thefe little ftates, the people multiply •, their 
marriages are not happy, but they are com- 
mon: their hufbandry is not rich, but it is 

fruitful^ 
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fruitful, and the human fpecies conftantly 
find a fufEciency for their fupport. 

It muft be confeiTed that fome of the pro« 
vinces in France are in a very miferable fi- 
tuation, ^nd appear to have been hitherto 
conftantly forgotten by the government, ex*- 
cept in the laying on of duties. Within thcfc 
few years^ Berri, and the Limofm had neithe;f 
roads, nor commerce ^ and yet ki>gu^lw4 
under the weight of ipipofitionSjCxj by fo 
much the more burdenfome, becaufe in thefe 
cle^ive countries, the taxation was arbitri^ry* 
The date reaped where it had no| Town. I 
allow that thefe provinces are not the moft 
populous provinces in the kingdom % but ftill 
they are populous, and certainly, the number 
of inhabitai^ts which they contain is in a pro- 
portion greatly exceeding the proportion of 
their conveniencies of life. It is, that wc 
^e not acquainted with all the refources of 

nature. 



w^mtmm 



(x) More attention than ufual hath been lately payed 
to the welfare of thefe provinces ; and the appointment 
of able, and upright magiflrates to preside over them, 
ts a meafure, from which they have already derived 
^reat advantages. Tl^e wife, and enlightened zea]» by 
which fuch governors are a^uated, xnuft be entirely 
for the benefit of the people. 



1 
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nature. It is, that fhe is capable of efFort§> 
which we cannot eftimate; and this is the 
reafon why we are. always miftaken in cfta- 
blifhing too general principles, or rather in 
the confequences which we draw from thefc 
principles. 

Subjiftance is the ftandafd of population. 
Were the quantity of fubfiftance to decreafe, 
the numher of indinriduals fnuft decreafe in the 
fame proportion. It muft decreafe, without 
doubt : in the fame proportion ? that is ano- 
ther affair; or, at leaft, it can only be at the 
clofe of a very long period that this pro- 
portion will be found exaft. The degradati- 
ons of the political fy Hem fomcwhat relcmble 
the reccffion of the tides ; the wave, in re- 
tiring^ always flows again over its former 
track; to judge whether its niotion be retro* 
grade, we muft watch it with great attention* 
Before that the life of men can become fhort- 
cned, or that even the fources of life can be 
impaired, calamity muft havfe overthrown 
their powers, and multiplied their difeafes. 
When calamity may have invaded a country, 
when the fubfiftance may have been diminifh- 
ed, in a certain quantity, a fixth part, for 
inftancc, it will not happen that a fixth part 

of 
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lif the inhabiunts cither die of hunger, or 
tranfport thcmfclves to another fpot; but 
thefe wretched individuals mud, in general) 
confume a fixth part lefs, and thus, of courfe^ 
unfortunately for them, deftruftion doth not 
always follow calamity ; and iiature, more an 
ceconomift than tyrants are, beil knows at 
how fmall a coft mankind may fubfift. They 
may ftill be numerous, but they will be weak, 
and mifcrable, whcnfoever a year of labour 
fliall have but juft fupplied each individual 
with an hard fubfiftancc for himfelf, and for 
his family ; or whenlbever an exaftion (hall 
have taken away from him, daily, the trifling 
Overplus with which he might have formed 
a capital, a mean of improving his arts of 
husbandry, and bettering his circumftance^. 
It is in this inftance, that by taking from 
him a little, he is deprived of a great deal. 
I affirm, therefore, that fuch a country m.ay 
be populous, without being cither powerful, 
or formidable : I affirm that if a war fhould 
arife, but few refourccs can be expedled 
from fuch a country, and that it may be fub- 
dued with cafe, by a lefs numerous peopk. 

If, on the contrary, there (hould exift a 
nation which, without being very numerous, 

poflcflcs 
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poiTefles a great quantity of weU-cultivatcd 
lands $ which daily increafes its agriculture^ 
and its commerce, whilft its population doth 
not increafe in a (imtlar proportion ; and 
which, in fliort, raifes a much greater meafure 
of fubdftance, without maintaining a greater 
number of inhabitants, I affirm that this nation 
mufi confume fpecifically more than other nations > 
and that, bere^ the tariff of human life is higher 
than elfewhere. ^bisj then^ is the fur eft Jign 
of the felicity of mankind. In fuch a (ituation 
is England. OJ Compare one ftatc with 

another 

I ■ I ■ I ' ^ .1 1 1 1 . 1 

(y) In this place, is meant only England, properly fo 
called, iov there is no nation which can have reafon to 
envy Scotland, or Ireland. The inhabitants of England 
are commonly rated at (even millions* As England 
is not much more exteniive than a third of France, it 
muft be peopled, if the above calculation he exadl, pre* 
cifely in the fame proportion ; but it muft be obferved 
that England enjoys- fevcral advantages not to be met 
with in France. Being in moft parts rather a level 
country, it is, of courfe, peculiarly adapted to the 
culture of corn, and pafturage. Befides, it is furrounded 
by the i^a, and the nature of its foil is the occafion 
of its good, and eafiiy-repaired roads. On the other 
hand, its commercial concerns are attended with par- 
ticular conveniencies, on account of its pofition between 
Europe, and America, whilfl its infular fituation 
fecures its tranquility. It is but jufl, therefore, to 

compare 
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linother .ftate» one clafs with ^aridther. clais^ 
one pr^feffioQ with another prpfeffion, . ^md 
^Qu will find that the fubfiftance of ah En- 
gliihniari is always rated at an higher afllze^ 
;lb^n the fubfiftance pf a: Frenchman^ or a 
Vol. II. S German. 



- -U 



compare England only to tlie richeil provinces of 
France; as t6 Scotland, and Ireland, it will be fuffi^- 
<ient to t^ppofeto thefe countries, the Lifflofin,-Aa'- 
vergiie> Provence^ and fbme parts of Chanipagne. 
Under this' point of view, England would be fpecifr* 
call/ lefs popdous than France, for Scotland, and 
Ireland' together, do not contain four millions of in- 
habitiuffts^; But I am much inclined to believe that the 
Engliih are alfo infe^ed by the rage of depreciating 
their populadon. Their only mode of enumeration iii 
by houfes, of which, there are feppofed to be twelvb 
hundred thoufand ; and the calculators allow but fiv^ 
or fix peifons to each houie. Now, we may obierve 
from the calculations of Mr. de MefTence, that in Pari9» 
he allows tweaty-four perfons to each houfe. It is true, 
that there, the mimbers run higher than in England* 
But, in London, Briftol, Oxford, Cambridge and Bir- 
mingham, one may very well allow fifteen, or eighteen 
perfOns to each houfe. The fame calculations give us 
for the provinces five perfons to each he^rth^ or fire; 
and as there are always many more hearths than houfes, 
every civcumftance concurs to prove that twelve hundred 
thoufand houfes muft include many more than feven 
millions of inhabitants. 

Although I cannot prefume to calculate with any 
degree of accuracy, the number of the inhabitants of 

England^ 
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t^tmiH, I do Jiot eiccpt even the iJ00f» 
^ftoi when th*y aw in the holpiuls, and 
flacfs bttiU fof their wcepdon ftfld 'fvtpporr^ 
Mt HDi rtfufed any of thofe proviliofls, which 
■wtt ftwiuWcoiifidcr as it kind of luxury, fuch 

as 



Englandi ye^ whilft I conftfs th?U fome of pur writers 

)ks»e fixed it (6 low as feveo miHion€» I mv^ obferve» 

that in 1753, it was rate4» an4 that^ bflm y^fV nw- 

.derate computations, at «ight niiUi^D^^. IiiSipeno- 

tnaly which was put Intp.the haads of. the^late Mtp 

Charles Towpihend, , the number of hpD&Sy; cottage^ 

iacluded* were reckoaod at pne million^ i|iree imadaxi 

thoufand. Now, if w« aUiOW but iyi.inh^biiattts to 

each hou{e» not eidier. in Loiidoii, or lA- WeftiaiaAerv 

;and fifteen inhabitants to each houfe within thefe tw^ 

cities, fuppoiing the niunber ofho^fTe^tphfe Only out 

Jmndred and. fifty thonfand* which is- certainly, mudi 

below the mark, the. total T)f the iahabitlmts will be 

ei^ht ^millions, As in this calci}latioii> . only five in- 

kabitantfi are allowed to each houfe i« ftfich po|>uloAi 

places as Southwark, Briftol, Oxford, .C«nibi*idgie» and 

Birmingham, it cannot forely be a wiM coigedtifc^ 

ihould w.e fix the total ai^ount of inhabitants «t ten 

jniUions. lam greatly li^iftaken^ if an to:iif a«e cal«> 

culation would not go far bjcyond that fym. Whe<l it 

is confidered how eafi)y exi^dl lifts of all the inhabitants 

might be annually coUedte^i it fecms aftonifliing that 

the government, who have, on fome occafions, bcftn 

warmly engaged in more cohtemptible parfnits, ftould 

not imagine that fach an objetft was defervingof theis 

notice. K. 



a$; b€qr» ; ^ii(x) whit? , bread, .^c, -Qr^ ti^ 

»Qbqft» atidi in pjirtic«l«?» iHtter. : wftrfinwft 

tavA aliM^ays keep 10 vwv.thift tfiith» WhicI^ 
b.detihQQilfPieed hy etpcncnitt^ namely; t;}m 
the high.pricc of xmget Is npt (b^detrimefitd 
tt^'tisde* as n^riy pedbns are^pt to imagisci 
Tlie rca&n is, tliiat the inan who confumel 
the moft, is the man who works the beft* 
Ah EngTilh officer, directed to fuperintend 
, _ S-2 . . the 
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(fij ^ is (his which renders the poor rates Co b'ardenT 
fome in £ngLaQd»* A great in^Qnvenience might h^yii 
rWiiUed iromit j for the proprietors of }anded eiUtes^ 
fearing an augmencatio^ of . this tax, bega^i. to ^6iu 
courage population as much as they could, by remoyins^ 
all their, little tenants, and particularly thofe madiu 
fadures wl^ch forded but a precarious fub(i{lance> 
and which, f;i^iiing to decay ,^ foQietimes reduced the 
pesfons einplpyed in them tp beggaiy. T]it{c incon-' 
veniencies have been, for foiiie time paft, remedied ; 
the majority of the proprietors having joined together^ 
and formed eAabliihments, to the fupport of which^ 

they, 

* iTbe mthof ^ « late firf$rmainci^ wtkled " Real Grie* 
yances,'* afrms that the foots rate^ in tbe year i76f» 
amounted to tnore tboH tuuo millions^ and tivo hundred tbou^ 
fund pounds » One is almoft inclined to doubt tbe faff, tbefum 
isfi exifhi}ant. It is (as be obfer^oes) confiderably greater 
than what ufcd to defray the expcnces of government to- 
W9J'ds the conclufion of the laft century. K> 
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the cdhftru&iott of foiSe ihtrenchment) tli- 
Vided 'the work -between Englifkmen and 
Scotchmen, tit rpiayed-the Englifhmen, fof 
theitday^ labour^ double the fum which he 
payed the Seoichmen; ' Thefe lad cotbplain- 
mgi be pxit allthewotjkmen to the trial, and 
they sn^ere to belaid atan equal rate, acdord^ 
ingi to their refpedivf e^arnings ; but here the 
Scotchmen were: greater lofers than before.(tf) 

.■■•«•.> i. . i . . . . ^ ± Uv 

tHcy, according to theij^ property, contribute, and 
wh^re, the poor are put to work. By thefe means, no 
dtie.afly longer finds an ihtcrefl: 'in driving *tjem away 
fromnim; each individual ought rather to w9h that 
fucn 9: population migh( be near hini, as he muR. reap 
^advantage from wljatfoevcr'they produced, whilft 
Sis neighbours, bear a part ii^ the expence of maintain- 
ing them. Thefe faQs, which are but little known in 
France, muft be of fervice, in poving tbiat charitable 
eftablifhments, which are calculated for the fupport, 
and multiplication of the people, may fometimes run 
coiHftterto their* objeft ; they, likewife, teach us that 
all manufaftures which have no connedUon with agri- 
culture, are the moft common fources of beggary. The 
truly ufeful works are ipinnihg, knitting, weaving, &c. 
In thefe occupations, the labourer and hifi family may 
fill up the winter days, the long evenings, and all the 
time, during which, they are not working in the 
grounds. 

("aj Mr. Pennant informs us, in his tour^ diat in the 
neighbourhood of Caftle Duplin, the feat of the earl 

of 
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I do not allude tor thde xxtravagant wages 
whiclir^ate, given ^n.^Qn^0Ai5 !?ecaufe eye-. 
ry city, wb^n it . becomes.; too conficjcrabkr^ 
always overfcts tne laws^ of jeafoa and polity ; 
and becaufc, in a.cftpiwji where eacK cla&> 
conftitptes a body, and where, each body 
may grow- £»n»i4ftbky -trade, policy, and 
conjmcn fenfe are eqiialFy ^ expofcd. . But f 
am convinced from my own obfertvation,^ 
that in- the:^ counties of j^ngland, wages are 
given in a juft propoi^iori, -and Ihdi^idtialsj, 
in general, CQnfu tne more there, than elfe- 

■ ' S J ., - -; ■ ' ...By. 

• ■ ' _i 
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of Kinnoolt in Penlifhtfe, th^t^dfttly price of^l^bofttr^ 
although fixed at only eigkpje(ic<r» is ijeckoiifid.dj^ta'^ 
becaafe the comnion people,; who ;. Are, ^ot yt;lgpue.« 
into a. method, of workings ' 4® very Uttle for their 
wages. One 'would ima^iney JvavKeyer, th^t qa ^(ho. 
borders of the Dee, and .^t^^p,;greatdi(lance fjrom 
Aberdeen^ Ubour muil be cheap,. though it were even 
indolently, and, unikilfully attended to. The ufual pay 
^is fifty ihilUngs a year, and two; pecks of oatmeal a 
week. K. - t • • . t 

(I J The reader, by confulting a book entitled ** a 
fix lAjeiks tour through the /outhern^oumia of Enghmdjmd 
JValeSf will find chat the daily wages of reapers, mow- 
ers, thrafhers, &c. are, as follows: in thofe parts 
where bread is two-pence, butter fix-pence, and meat 
from three-pence to four- pence a pound;, in winter 

tea- 
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' BfWt mwd: Wnfumey' T woald' be Uhdet- 
ftdda %• ifilfcr ^tb the enjoy rtie«t- of iilf ilitf 



thtfy^ ai'dlioi:' kWuftbri^ed t6 '{iui'ci^ifer'^d'fi- 

, [inn |i»fji i nii i i i i <mi i r ii f i n i i ii r i iia «iM) i> ;n ■■ im . 
ten^p^ncey Ani olcner a, (hilling ; in hay ti^e eighteen- 

pence; in'harvefta^fhillingV and board and bicer. (See 

i;.Wkaf:^iiiever(idiiAi|9re%^^ msyfooQ of ihereafyfi- 
tu^^a .|q^ fOHf ^ountiy Ja^iirers^ it is a melancholy, 
fa(3j,|. that, -whilft the wages which they receive, areas' 
mucli as any ^ne^ farmer can affbrd t6 givfe, th6y havb 
fcarcely wherewithal to purchafe the common neisefiaftes* 
ofvlife. In many parts, i^ori than fifty miles diflant 
friun.jtJi£capiul, £0ui:zhatk.i)een foI<LdtLJtbs./ate of 
«l^^ AliHing^ tl^e ba^ek' - When it. h coniiidered hoW 
iboti'al&bOtiJ<«lS and-Mii l^milyexpe&d a ba^e] of 
fktmryhow lOQftg thef : worfe'4>^Qre they earn it, and 
'kim aM^ljSlitW nttMafi^ va;|ridtlo$» ofi otKvrfartkles ale, 
1^ h iDlpb(tiblo 't(iJii¥i4d ik«iidileiin|; ' ac the 6|)prefficinar 
tnder Whicli they farfguiftf. - To ^complain of ksmtf 
J^, at thif bfefll an iknfjeliftg mockery of ithe«fufferittgs 
6£ tlie* 'ttoft iifeful' branch ^ the oomttiiinky. Dntihg 
fhtisct^-Azfont, (aiid'thi hty Ufl.feaJSn'&'fitrticijiai-,) 
our fields (to borrow a ftrong, but juft expreffii^,) ha>i^ 
j/food/dtiiti 'tofth cdtfii-tijAt they have kugbt^y itnk fung. 

At'htJtir eafy a rate; diight this i^letity have tircDlated 
tBrodgh the faMli6$ df ifrduftribtls litbotrei-y, if the 
barbarity of avariciotre 'in'dividuals had^ifi'ot perverted 
the bie:fihigs ci Heaven, to the worft purfrofes. It wert 
tqtiany'truel, and impolitic to cenfure an order of 
' men. 
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yenes,- m ifrthe pradi^e riri jreitaih eauntric8» 
whericy 'Wheii you tntbt Hut gl(urch on^aSuiHn 

dajr, ' you . am; af^ . ca ifn^igti^: ^hac, jnftead b£ 

• 

a pongKgatioQ of cmmtxy^ipeofi^ you. paffi 

' eeiv^eia gang xif fbabby xioihe^ks^ CoaiKSrcs 

are> inde£id> by no meacis & dfiara&inx>clf 

■ r <r • -S^if'- ■ ■ '' firfes; 

men; ^o knight -be exceedingly beiieficigl tbioeiet^^ 

meffiilier.flf f]^ tqwTe of c^njmpn^^^wjip ip 30 feooppf 

to bamaa nature, hatfi clearly proved, from the xnou 
indefaHgkWe' enquiries, "that' tf^&i^^llei-i/^'^ndtiie 
meaimeii ^nntoply lix . weeks: lereBit/ or Mfum kiieir 

^ inpney ciglit';^i|B#j^ ^n ^^ jf ar,; $J^ey ^^n ^j^r^.^hw 
lipcty-fix pounds per <;ent. I know places where they 
Return their money oftener than thirty timies ^ the 
year. AnS ail'this^, foleiy for watrt 6f an iffize'^a 
flouf, jiJ^iensfitai^hicbwe ef^o^ed; inttdSbr^yf^*s|ig^i 
Ivit^w^clf h^t|i^ ^nf(B, ^^eep ^^Mf^f .^nd iby de^.e.es, 
withdrawn from us. Whenf9evfer the people fliali in- 
fill on flour, l)eing the nv^'o/e produce of the wheat,* thiW 
aflise, ^ithlall its happy cdhle4i)uehces^ can, ai^4^% 
bp reftoiied;.' hvff^^ji^^^^^^th^htQf/ift^f^p^ 
do pot ^QjijrfSDr it, they oppofe the yedrefs of their o\ya 
wrongs, and are, in feme meafure7 the cauft of what 
they fufFer; Amongft thouftfids ' of in"dividukls,J-wha 
feel the want of neceiTaries, fcarcely ten h)3r«roa^ iMgi 
of therme;ao5 fWhieh le^.'9(^^theirxelief ; .andy^.-t^re- 
fore, in the j>refqnt in/lauce^ it is the duty pf every 
perfdn," who may be acqu£nted witli the eAquiriesr an4 
the fi^n'^^^is eNce^iont- legiOatdr, to^xplkiin ithttkw 
itis poorer, and lefs intelligent neighbours. K» ^ 
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firesj. • but in England^ a iirc is cohfidered as 
the Et&incclsSitYy and all the houfes are heat- 

ed within, although they: conftantly have;do(M^ 

• 

and: windows, - which ihfut clofe, and are kept 
in good repair^ in order to defend the in-* 
habitants from the inclemencies of the weather* 

Such are the real advantages enjoyed by 
llus-peoplev advantages whiclvtinited.ivith 
the fccurity . of their properties, . and tbiat; in- 
valuable privilegej by virtue of which, they 
ackiibWledge no dependence but oh the laws, 
muft have repdqifed them the happi^ nation 
in the::world, :i£-cheir climate, their ancient 
manners, and their frequent revolutions had 
not given theni a propenfity to difcontent, 
and melancholy.^ But thefe reflections are 
foreign to bur fubjeft. We have juft . ob- 
fervecj, that' a people Way increafe their com- 
merce, and their culture, in a niuch greater 
proportion (han their numbers : it remains 
that we Ihould enquire, whether fuch a cir- 
cumftahce be a difad vantage to (hem, and 
whether they will, on this account^ become 
Jcfs powerful. 

Tp' make this que^ion ftill pKiiner, let us, 

as aj the beginning of this work, fuppofe the 

l^our of a nation to be divided amocigft all 

'*• • th^ 
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the'indij^iduals: ^ let ur iiirohttwo-a/feri ^»n^ 
ima^e^ooo'of tljeni to] cootistii? fix.thoufoidi; 
and tbc otiicr four^-cfcwrfabjd ;idbal>i|!^tftddl 
^ffirm^thitif the irthabiJUW^ pf £hi^,firfc^/4j? 
Ihoiild bp under* the ncicdfiiy df iahoucbigi 
dpningiJthe i^hok year* W :prQcure for^ l!l|cp>{? 
fekes.^ moderate &bjfxft3nce;:iaiid ufj t^ ui^^ 
habitams oft the k& f ^i^ (bould, < by. .the iamb 
labour^ .prodttce. .a . quaatity of fui:fiftan€& 
ipecifically ! more cot^fidetikble ; or elfbtpro-* 
duce, by^a iefs toilfcxmejexetticmoflibaur^^ 
a fuf^cienfi fubfiftancev zk tbf^ 3¥Q»k]::^rniorfl 
powerful,, fo alfo would they be :h^pt^r thi^o 
the others $.iand .this, in fuch a.degre^^ t^^S 
were awac :?to be kiadted; betwixt ihetiKFa 
nViV/^ the inhabitants of the Jaft city, wotild 
be 4C^ cdiirfe viftorioua. . i :; 

to 

, • Tb proceed ftill faither,. and obfcrvi^wbSt 
eircumftances muft anfe; The : leaft nuni^ 
lousi'butaiericheft(tf) peopk«fplve CQ brif^ 
their troqps into the fieldt We will ftipppfe 
them to mufter a thoufand men. Here, then, 
is a fourth part of the people defiftipg fVoip 
labour : one, or the other of thefe confe- 

quences 

(c) By riches, muft be underftood fubfiftancc. For, 
hitherto, we have kept clear from any idc9 t^f cpjW'* 
mejcej and current fpeciest 
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^jpoenccs- mQftnherefore; fbUow ir:;4&tiifrrthat; 
^ >' die '<iaundrf ^ furnifiies ta f(Durih>pdrt> ipfs of 
1ubS&mcti,itkt di]ltl««u^sthotild^i]y abridge 
^i^emfelm of a pt>^cimi df theit* cohfuiiipuons^ 

ecg-^lte^'the)' ih^qld^^tfgfn^nt thdf- >iil)<^ to 
fopi^-1^ ms)t<ofndfift'Jwhii0h^'4l)efe hft^had 
bttii' odftftraiiiibiioioS ^udon. iBot^^uncmgft 
fiidiia pisbplJb thffe^twqj rer(»uvre$iiB|e equally 
pcm\M.^ ■Weifaittxmljr ob&rvei ti^yihiHi$a|r 
tei3»dvei<ib8FCcl7 >extfts^;.atis the tvKicfhtHs 
drettiftde together^ ^ib tih»c ciieidalxMsriisj^ dU 

90^ GMthnbe- fon^\79^t-vi6fsinsnci?.iius:itis« 
Whlc}i>ifopp(»rt»HalIjflto6^^ ckiriDg ainwas. !?- 
'Let a$ noiiM'^en^iiite iote. theirifitariut'^^^ 
the other people. Tfacf^ afio/ iimtt) jrali& 4 
. thot^Md meo r ^P>^ im - the firii x>anipft}j|tis, 
tiitf^mWs ftre genera%iequaU: andatikiathier 
&0tii4heir hopes, tbahrfitimrttfatitirniieaiis^ 
thiEtt/ithe contending ' paitbs< aiiK^«$i^ {tbiit 
tbey-lhali prove :fiiu:oefs6aL ThOi^v^t^^ 
ffeottyj is to <Jilcpv5cr iiow this rliiitlooiLnxiy 
iriiift^'b^ Ai{)ported.: Will tbe,fi«re thQufiwd 
individuals left behind engage in additional 
labour? but their exccCGve labour wHlfcarcely 
fornifli a fufSciem^ .fof their own ooiiirt^nDP^iir 
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on.' Will they conftiirte Idft?' but,' ih-^^m 
cafej-thck -confertfittoii will' fcArc^t^' W'llSft 
ficierit for their fubfift&ricei- At'ludi' i tflHi, 
and xJiid^r fuch ' htordflii^i, hbWafe tHey 'tor 
keep t\ii\i Wrhy oh foor?" ''how- nhurt iJi^J' 
viftuaHt'? how ttivift they 'ftctim. 'ItMt IHettiSj 
theuj «rarly-provt* 'Ifiatj tkcliifiW is^^ij 
difadvantages to which ia Yhoufand Wdak,' ahiti 
lariguifiiiri^ foldiers ffitift be always expofe^i 
in a contention againft aa Mequal numbcf bt 
powietful/ and robuft m^n/ the 'fingle <3i^r- 
encc in. their tiieaniS, ahd cffFofts, ^oiild-it 
dhce'^ide«erm1ne>the ruin, of thcfe p*6']f)le, 
more nutnerous, but al(b more miferiMib 
than the other pteopld.'- '^* * - * . z*;^ . -, r. 
It may, perhaps^ beot^efted to * rifles ^hit 
tKs is no more than an hypothecs ;' and thlat 
I ha/w t^en the libefty of 'driving itftftttVs^ 
an exttfemei I allow ir. Yes. ^ I hatve rffttfcd " 
eirGumftahces too ftridMy; I have driven 
matters to an cktk-eflie j but it was only ta 
put the i^Uftftion in ^^sfuU light. Now, let 
the objedtor add, diminiih, and mark all the 
intermediate ftiades 5 but yet he muft at leaft 
confefs that the principle is true, and that 
every biftorical event may be referred to it, 
cither in a greater, or a Icfs degree. What 

would 
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would; have been ^t tie cafe,: if die kdft po- 
pulous: nation had enjoyed, a greater capital in 
currejii fpec^ ? wji^^-^OPld. faa^re Jfece^ the 
qrfe, if, by fuppofing that every thing was 
tixbc bought, (as- even men^ may tfe bought 
in pur, dayS|) all th^ f (R^rfs of w^ had con- 
fi&ed pf expences ? certminly, my principle, 
far frpm .lofu?g .any ;pj(r,i;:.pf.its: application * 
mufthaye acquired from it frefli light, and. 
have l)CGome ind^fputable. . .:...: 

I, :notwithftanding, forefee an qbjedtion,' 
which I ftiall endeavoijrtp rcmoy^, .before 
I conclude this chapter. Tou mmlim (\t will 
belaid to me,) tbunirr^ntfp^cies. iis^a refource^ 
as a €apital\ and yet it appears •• that in tk^ mA 
e:cpenjiv.e warsj the :4efays. of la^^Kj af po- 
pulatkn^ and of agricidtiire^ tonfiantfypfeceie. 
the export atim^ or tntire aUemtim 0f this ca^ 
pital. Su^b a war ha^ruined a cmntry^ air. 
though it may not have been drained of ajmrtb 
part of its fpesies,. I iball take the liberty 
10 reply to this pbjedtion, only by the e:(cpo- 
fition of a theory, which is, in my opinion, 
equally true, and fimple.: 

' As: all commodities are vendible, and an 
interior commerce, which is but a kind of 
perpetual barter, may be carried oq by ^Xr 

change^ 
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change, or with tndre, or fevtrer reprefcntative 
figns, it would be natural to confider all the 
current fpccics within a ftate as credit for a 
furplus of labour, or a produftion to be taken 
from ^ fot^ign ftate ; fo that a natbn, with> 
ao annual 'repixKludiion of fix hundred mil- 
lions, and polleinng two hundred millions of 
ready money, might conclude that it had 
eight hundred millions of fubfiftance, at its 
difpor^l : but as all kinds of exchange haVe 
been long fince negociated by money ; and 
as the trahsfefring of ftock, conveyances, 
garter, and payments could not take place 
without money, it follows that it is become 
impdffible to difpofe of money as a capital, 
without diverting it, in a much greater pro- 
portion, from its functions, as a general 
agent in matters of commerce. In thehuman 
body, bleeding equally frees every veiOel •, it 
is not fo in the body politic : there, all fuch 
attempts are attended with convulfions, nor 
can its oeconomy be altered, without throw- 
ing it into diforder, and confufion. It is 
thus, that impofitions attack properties, and 
ruin the provinces; it is thus, that borrowing, 
and the raifing of extraordinary fupplies prove 
the deftrufltion of private fortunes, -and an 

in- 
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interruption to cqPiWerce;. ♦nd hence, M 
h^ippcns that n^^op^^t wcf4^K9wn cosch 
BPQre \Ff. a bad ^9Siii)ifljcaitipa, thwi^: . by * war* 
The reftiU: of all thjs K that in fhp prefcnt 
ilat^ of political fQcieties, the ^ui^rent fpficie^ 
msj; WisJlbc poin$4$red 49 a capital iwhifih r«- 
^efpii?» . commpditiw^ . or foreigb : rmwu^ 
ft(Q;up^si but that* .at:the fatn^ct time, it is a 

capital wh«:h is not.to b© difpoM <rfi that it' 

muft be xolkded together, and: employed 
only in a fnwU poftioft ; iix flu>rt, th&tthc 
truly |>o.w^rful nation, is the naiionwhich^ 
eonfumilig ^ciQcally tnore^ or labocuiag 
fpecificiUy kfs than another .nation, can^ at a 
criiisy either r^ur to a faving of their fiibfift^ 
aoce, or an augmcntatioa of their hhom.(J) 

CHAP, 

(d) States are in poflefrion of capitals liiuchmoi^^ 
fldvantageotts idtati; gold, att4 'fi)v€r* Tl^e «r« Aeir 
fea^poitSy their, forti%d placee,^ t^ir frfep?);^ tH^ir 
roads> their canals, their magaa^inesi their fartn^, their 
manufadlures, and all the edifices of afe, either to 
agricalttire, or to commerce* Thefe may be called the 
firfl: fectin^ oot, the advances of a.c^ticii, withoat 
which nothing profitable -can be e;Q»e{led. As to the 
reft, it is unneceffary to inform the reader, tha^ if, ia 
the courfe of this chapter, t have compared France to 
England, yet, all the obfervatidns concerning two 
people, of jMrhich, the ode is rich, 'attd the^other poor, 

are 
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tionc&niii^ vtar^ and the' caufes phicb may ren{ 
der it^ in our imesy mdre or kjs jrfqueni,^ 



I 
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F.irbfe<iiot y«t cksfermitted by tht' fpecii^ 
lators^ which: are the true fymjptotm t^ t))e 
fslicit^ <}f the people/ yet aJl tnuO: at kaft 
agree that. peace is generally the principle of 

:;• -> it. 



lA^ria 



jSce not to be rpf^rred to. tJiefe two ; nations. TKe ma^ 
j9rity of the, provin<;es of France are as rich, and at 
wfU caltpivated as the counties of England** The 

P«>pl« 

I ^ Theri ty M »mUmam 'Wfiitb iti j^hfii of ttgricuAure h 
fnorr prtdommmt tbun in France. It v €it once our dutyi end 
^ur inUrefl to cherijb it luitb equal enthi{fiaffHy left as the^ 
Ikkn^ keefffetce^^uJkhusy ihejibouut, hereafter* ontfirip us tn 
the arts of culti*vation» We |tfs^ iefs ret^v to dread the 9p¥ 
pqfttion of tbeir fleets and armies^ formidable as tb^ are^ tban 
nnvta ea njolmh tkis rvvid natitn mm ^becwte tie gr<a*my 
of\Baropf^ 'J9^ilff ^tvetum 4t/idi *wiw intUgnatioMy from l(§ 
mtdtitadeofvur mfer*oiceMe ^u^es^ let us incite tbeett* 
tmtion of the legiflaHtre to ihofs once barren tra&Sy now en-* 
ei^d^in fmnie. k affidtsi^y the mtftexaBttci^ounts, tbaet 
/fim jMnuaty Mf6^y to'Detemberiff^^y %€<iiO^ W^tiy or 
omrly ^^^f^^^BiigliJb acres Pad been fenctdi audxulii*vate4k 
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it. Peace gi^ries birth to ideas of tranquility, 
order, and welfare. Why then is this calm, 
whieh o^^t to >#»Uow hciu apseaBiRCC) fo 
ortcnTdiffurbcd, within free natrons, by fac- 
tions, and within other nations, by mur- 
murs ? it is becaufe individuals are, at once, 
much happier, and much l^s occupied. It 
Js only in -the moment when -they are begin- 
' i"g .to grow better, that they ftruggle to be 
well. :An apparently dying man, finking 
under the prcflure of his difeafe, feels no- 
thing) hopes for nothing, fears nothing. Is 
the favi^rabk crifis arrivcdi pain ibpn re- 
minds- Bm of his exiQ:ence. He k thrown 
into violent agitations i he . complains i he 

begins 

people ojf France, indeed^ are not fo muc^h at their^ 
eafe; bnt this' is an advantage whicK cati' only be 
brought -about by time> and the kffiftance of liaws fa- 
vorable to agriculture, fuch as the ejqportation of corn, 
a redemption frotn average, an encouragement given to 
the introdui^ion of'good roads in the different neigh- 
bourhoods, and above all, an abolition of th(e,^bitrary 
mode of collecting the taxes. 

Thy produced iU tbe-htveft eftimation ^ooyooo quarters of 
<9rni the lands befitre in tillage^ on account of ibe great im^ 
proHjement in ibeir culture^ equalled the above in their odA^ 
iional increafe. One million^ eight hundred tboufand quarters 
of corn, are reckoned fufficient to fupffy one miiUon^ Jtise hvk" 
dre4 thpp^and indi*vidual$i'witk breads during a <wboleyear^ 
^n^'wiUi perhaps^ afford n'eaHy a month" s fubj^anu of bread 
4&<4ill the French. K. 
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begins to fear death, and is already cured* 
So is it with the bodies politic They muft 
be unacquainted either with mankind, or 
with governments, who, when they hear of 
oppofitions, remonftrances, murmurs, &c. 
haftrly conclude that> a nation is miferable. 
Undoubtedly, the ferenity of ancient Arcadia^ 
or of modern Lignon, would form an en- 
chanting fituation ; but men do not govern 
themfelves like the fhepherds of Durfe ',(e) 
and the laws of a powerful ftate are not fb 
Vol. IL T cafily 

fej The Aflraea of Honore D'Urfc, concluded by 
BarOy and publiihed in 1643, is one of the beft novels 
in the French language. I have no inclination to ex- 
patiate on prodndions, which, although they may have 
formerly contributed to foften the manners of a too un- 
poliihed age, are, n6w» fbmethiiig worfe than unfer^ 
viceablc ; but as the Aflraea abfolutely was, what our 
modern novels pretend to be, founded on nalfaii^ the 
admirer of adventures, if any fuch ihould take up this 
work, will not think the remainder of the note imper- 
tinent. Before Durfe, who was a knight of the order^ 
repaired to Malta, where he refided^ during feveral 
years, he payed his addreifes to, and was» in his turn, 
beloved by Mademoife^e de Chaileaumorant, the fol« 
heirefs of a very noble family. Whilft he was abfent, 
(he gave her hand to his cldeft brother. The union pro* 
ceeded from inierefted views. The houfes of D'Urfe, 
and Chafteaumorant had been long at variance, and as 

all 
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eafity carried to perfection, as the laws of the 
valley of ^empi. As for me, were I to ar- 
rive in a country, where, at the capital, they 
fpoke only of pfeafures- and fights \ in the 
provinces Only of plays and little intrigues ; 
and in the country only of rain arid of fine 
weather, i ftiould fey, BehoM a vain and 
ftupid people, whom their frivoloufnefs bfinds 
for a monrient, but who, certainly, are run- 
ing foi'wards to their own ruin. On the con- 
trary, 



all the nobility of the country had entered warmly into 
the contentions of either the one party, or the other 
party, the parents of this couple were eager to eftablifh 
an alliance, deftined to extinguifii animofities vtrhicb 
had frequently proved fataL - Though D*Urff, on his 
return, beheld, in his miHrefs, the wife of his brother^ 
yet fljll he continued her admirer. We muft fnppofe 
him to have iSghed away ten years, when an unexpefted 
incident gave hopes to his paflion. The hnfband of 
Mademoifelle, by this time, thought it proper to declare 
his infufficiency. The marriage was annulled; Durfe 
obtained a difpenfation From his own vows, as a knight 
of Malta, and, after having furmounted numbc;rlefs 
difficulties, wa^ wedded to the wife of his brother, who, 
with a better apology than the Roman priefts can ge- 
nerally make to fociety, for embracing a ftate of ce- 
fibacy, entered into orders, and died Deari of the 
Chapter of Saint John de Montbrifon, aiid Prior of 
Mont-Verdun. K. 
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tf ary, if I perceived all minds in adlion ; if 
I obftrved them fcrutinizing whatfoever liiight 
be good or bad> ufeful or detrimental ; if 
public welfare, although frequently mifun- 
derftood, Was the objedt of all their enqui- 
ries 5 if their converfations, whether rcafdh- 
able or fplcnetic, were often turned to legil^ 
.ktion, agriculture, and commerce ; if- all 
thefe interefting queftions were difcufled j if 
all different opinions were advanced, debated, 
^nd refuted ; I fhould fay. Behold a peopid 
already exceedingly eftimable, who begin to 
be happy, who defervc to be happy, and who. 
In the end, will be more happy. 

Caprice is to be condemned, when it i« 
the vice 6f inferiors *, but it is much niorft 
dangerous when it hath iftfedted thofe who 
govern. Tb^ muft be careful to arm them- 
ielvcs againft that impatient temper, which 
frets at trifling attacks. The fermentation of 
difcourfes and writings is inconvenient ; but 
not alarming. Cromwel did not write Nvrib 
BritonSi nor Jacques Clement (f) political 

T 2 pamphlets. 



(f) Jacques Clement was the pious Dominican who 
affaffinated Henry the third of France. By a kind of 
involuntary humanity, he was delivered from thofe 

XQt- 
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pamphlets. I have heard many Frenchmen 5 
and even Englifhmen, exclaim againft the 
divifions which have diftu'rbed England, fincc 
the peace. I have not met with a fingle one, 
who hath recollefted that froni the. Tarquins, 
to the Casfars, the Roman republic arofe on- 
ly by diffentions. We have already obferved, 
and we repeat it again ; without the exceflive 
pride of the Patricians, and the ungovernable 
audacity of the Tribunes, perhaps this vafi: 
republic would have been only an ephemeral 

dc- 

tortures wKich Ravaillac, and Damiens fu^ered witli 
fbch aftiazing lefolution. The courtiers who were 
prefent at the death of their unfortunate . /bvereign, 
killed the murderer on the fpot. In this enlightened 
age, when bigotry is out of fafhion, were it poffible 
to fii4e indignation, it mufl be curious to run over the 
religious diilindlions which the contending parties gave 
to the tnoft -abominable crimes. When the mother of 
Clement appeared in Paris, the preachers of the League 
called on the people to re-verence the happy parent of om 
holy martyr. The picture of this miferable wretch was 
placed on the altars of the churches, and next to the 
reprefentations of Jefus. Abb6 de Longuerue obferves, 
that the Sorbonne deliberated whether they ihonld aik 
for his canonization. It is more than probable that the 
good dodlors might have obtained it. Sextus Quintns, 
who pronounced the eulogium of Clement in the con- 
ilflory, and wifely compared him to Judith, and £lea«> 
ear, could hardly Yi^nc ttiukd.Co (ssaILI ^l favour. K. 
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democracy, or a languifhiog ariftocracy. la 
the time of Scipio, and Emilius, nothing was ^ 
heard but complaints^ reproaches and cen^ 
fures. Under Nera and Domitian, all was 
filence ; but according to the ingenious ex- 
predion of a modern author, this calm was 
the calm of the gvzvc.(g) Still happy is the 
French nation, as its tranquility is not depen- 
dent on a conftantly uncertain, and frequent* 
ly chimerical equilibrium, but on^ a general 
concurrence towards the maiotenance of all 
moderating forms ^ the preiervation of all 
» property on a refpedlable footing, the pre- 
vention of all precipitation in the adjuflment 
of the laws, and the inftrudtion of the le- 
giflator himfelf> by the liberty of thinkings 
fpeaking and writing. 

Let us be cautious, therefore, how we be- 
come enamoured of war, becaufe it intoxi- 
cates the mind with a thirft for tranfient glo- 
ry, and amufes the people with public re- 
joicings,, which are always interrupted by the 
tears of individuals. Let us be careful to 
remove from us all apprehenfions of peace, 

T 3 be-T 

(gj Montefquieu hath fomewhere obferved, thait the 
trs^nquility of fuch a flate is like the mournful filence 
Qf a city, which the enemy is about to ftorm. K* 
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becaufe it introduces difculEons and interior 
emotions: let us rather, to give mankind 
theic due» acknowledge that all pafiionate 
and unjuft as they are, they muft have con- 
ceived better ideas of their real interefts, if 
they had not been always more drawn afide, 
than bUndied. In fad, I co|^fider as a long 
diftu&ion, tho(e wars which were undertaken 
to fecure the conqueft of the Milanefe, and 
the kingdom of Naples. ' In the fame light 
I view thofe wars, the origin of which was, 
at firft, the ambition of the houfe of Auftriaj 
afterwards the ambition of Lewis the Four- 
teenth V and, at length, that mad purfuit of 
a balance of power, which hath been fince 
carried to fuch extremes. Pofterity will ne- 
ver forgive an old doting miniiler, for hav- 
ing excited, with equal injuftice and impru- 
dence, a long quarrel, which hath tormented 
the political fyftem of Europe, but nor 
changed it. This quarrel once appeafed,< 
how fuccefsfuUy, how rapidly were all minds, 
at length, impelled towards the objefts of 
real utility ? with what eagernefs did they not 
endeavour to enjoy the principal advantages 
of peace, fuch as 'commerce, and agricul- 
ture i^ 
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* 

tviTC?(b} I fliall not ipeak of the laft war, 
becaufe too recent fa^s are the fields either 
of praife^ or of fatire; fields into which I 
do not pretend to enter : but i muft obferve, 
that if the quarrels of ambition have unfor- 
tunately drawn afide the people^ who ought 
to have laboured at the acquifition of their~ 
welfare, the unjufl defire of obtaining an exr 
clufive commerce, a commerce eftablifhed 
by domination, and preferved by force, was 
alfo a cruel miftake, of which feveral natians 
ftill feel the efFefts. Let us hope that, har- 
rafled out at length by fo many ufelefs dif- 
traftions, by ib many dangerous blunders, 

T 4 w? 

/hj 1, here, place the word c'oiiimirce^ for the £rft 
dme, before the word agriculture^ becaufe all the pub- 
lications daring the laft peace, feemed to have in view 
commerce rather than agriculture. Nothing was writ* 
ten, nothing was reviewed but commerce. It was then 
that this idle queilion ^yas agitated : can nobility become 
commercial? as if recruits were made in trade as amidft 
the armies, and as if. in the firfl inftance, capitals were 
not more neceiTary than individuals. Thefe writing3 
were the precurfors of reafon. Non erant Hit lux, &c. 
It muft however be remembered that Mr. Herbert* pub- 
lifhed the £rft and, perhaps, the beft work which 
hath appeared on the freedom of the corn-trade. 

♦ Mr, Herbert njuas a French author^ and died about 
t'wel've years ago. 



\ 
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we may grow fenfible that the interefts of all 
the nations are the fame, and may agree to* 
gether. Let us hope that wars will become 
lefs obftinate, and more uncommon ; to feel 
a perfuafion that thefe hopes are not frivolous, 
let us particularize the reafons on which they 
are grounded. 

We have, already, on feveral occafions, 
given the reader to underftand that, confider' 
ing the prefent of Europe, every projeft for 
the acquifition of univerfal monarchy muft 
be rafb, and chimerical : but the impoffibi- 
Kty of executing fuch a projeft, is not fuffi- 
cient for the fecurity of the people ; in order 
to fix their fafety, it is requifite that it ftiould 
be impoflible to form fuch a projcft. Now, 
feveral reafons concur, at prefent, to remove 
this idea even from the moft foolifli and am- 
bitious mind. Not only a fufEcicnt equili- 
brium balances the powers of Europe ; not 
only each ftate, in particular, is enabled by 
the fitgation of its frontiers, by fome fortified 
places, and by a number of proper troops, 
to refill any fudden attack ; but alfo multi- 
plied alliances, and defenfive treaties have 
rendered Europe one* vaft republic, one im- 
menfe cpnfcderacy, the bonds of which can 

inever 
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never be broken but by long and powerful 
cfForts. The time is pafled when by riiking 
two legions, there were hopes that a king- 
dom might have been conquered. The firft 
armaments are become as expenfive as ..the 
Jaft, and military knowledge, in general, 
equally difFufed, ought, on this very account, 
to keep war at a diftance, as a parity be* 
tween two players at chefs, foon cools their 
paflion for the game. Belides, all powerful 
nations arc funk in debt. The weight of 
thefe debts, and of their taxes, is become fo 
heavy, that it muft be a cafe of neceffity in- 
deed, which covld induce them to lay on aa 
additional burden ; and even the denom;nar 
tion of fubfidies : is changed, fo that indead 
of means, there are now only refources. 
There muft be, therefore, fompthing more than 
ambition; there muft be a very^. determined 
paflion which can tempt a people < to turn 
aggreflbrs. But what ftiall excite this fury ? 
&all national hatred excite it ? national ha- 
tred exifts only amongft the mob, and is 
daily more and more deadened by com^ 
merce, and that frequent intercourfe which a 
tifte for travelling hath of late eftabliftied. 
Shall religious fanaticifm excite it ? there is 

no* 
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nothing left for it to feed on, becadq fuch 
IS the progrefs of reaibn, that, were a fuper- 
ftitious people ftill to exift, they would be 
governed by wife and enlightened princes ^ 
and were fuperftitious princes to exift, they 
would govern people too well inftru&ed to 
fecond their folly. 

r How comfortable arc the motives which 
induce us to hope that hereafter the repofeof 
poUihed nations will not be fo often and fp 
t:ruelly difturbed ! but, you can only infpire 
the moft poli/hed nations with this love of 
peace, this confcioufnefs that it is their inte- 
reft to preferve it 5 and wh*lft a long tran- 
quility, whilft.a wife adminift ration may have 
trained thefe nations up in the practice of all 
vertues, except warlike vcrtues, who will an- 
fwer that no nation, poor,^but fond of battles, 
cnflaved to prejudices, but defpifing death, 
ifliall come to deftroy, in one day, the fplen- 
did edifice of this fleeting profperity ? who 
will anfwer ? inftrufted and enlightened men, 
who do not hold thcmfelves compelled to 
think that all which bath httv\^Jhall be again, 
and that the fame events mufl be r^sproduced, 
after caufes fhall have been altered. The 
Barbarians invaded the greater part or the 

world \ 



J 
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world; yet, let it be remembered that it w;is 
only the Roman empire which they invaded, 
Caligula wilhed that the people of Ronie had 
but one head, that he might have ftrickcn it 
ofF at a blow. I know not whether the Bar- 
barians were, in like manner, defirous of 
finding but one mafter on the earth, in order 
that they might the more eafily have triuniiph- 
cdj but this wifti might have been accom* 
plifhed. In faft, thefe people were not ex- 
tremely formidable •, they mifcarried in every 
fiegc which they undertook ; and if the Ra- 
mans, by keeping within their fortreffes, had 
been fatisfied with harraffing the Barbarians, 
fatigue and difeafe mufl: foon have deftroyed 
them. But thefe lad contended only againft 
iU-difciplined armies, and generals as much 
hated by the people as they were defpifed by 
the foldiers. Thefe foldiers themfelves were, 
for the moil part, as great Barbarians as their 
enemies. A weak and tottering authority at 
Conftantlnople was unable to remedy loflcs 
fuftained near fuch diftant frontiers. The 
hands which fought were too far removed 
from the heart which was to invigorate them, 
and even this heart was feeble . and corru£t* 

ed. 

Wc 
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We arc not apprehenCvc of declaring that 
every campaign, opened by the king of 
Pruflia^ hath been n^uch more difficult to 
conduft, than the conquefts of Attila. What 
Iliuft have been the cafe, had the Barbarians 
found on their march fuch fortrcflcs as Ol- 
rautz, or Schweidnitz ? what muft have been 
the cafe^ if, inftcad of having contended 
againft an undifciplined multitude, command- 
ed by domeftics of the palace, apd eyen by 
eunuchs, they had been forced to engage 
fucceffively withPruiTia, Auftria, and France? 
the Ruifians muft no longer be coniidered as 
a barbarous people ; they go to war with a 
great train of artillery, provifions, ammuni- 
tion, &c. The Turks themfclves pljice great 
confidence in their cannpn, and the prodigi- 
ous number of flaves who follow their ar- 
mies renders their campaigns exceedingly ex- 
penfive : now, let us fuppqfc the rage of con- 
quefts to infeft thefe nations ; it muft be 
curious to fee them before fuch, a place as 
Straft)Ourg :(i) let us not be uneafy about 

the 



ft J The Turks fucgceded at the fiege of Candia ; but 
the art of attacking, and beiieging places was not, at 
that period, carried to that perfedlion, to which it hatb 

rifci\ 
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the Ruffians, and the Turks. The Calmuca 
will not take Luxembourg -, the JanifTaries 
will oot enter Befanjon ; bcfides, the Otto- 
man power is tending towards its' difTolution^ 
without our having, on this account, any 
thing more to fear from the power of the 
Czars. Thefe fovereign pofleflbrs of an im- 
menfe country, afTured of eafy viftories to- 
wards the Eaftj will never undertake a dan- 
gerous march towards the fFeft-, weak^ and 
poor in their grandeur, ihey will employ 
themfelves in polifhing their laws, and man* 
ners ; and when they have fucceeded, they 
will divide themfelves ; their empire will be 
portioned out, and difmembered, fo that from 
its vaft ruins, free, and happy ftates will 
arife, as, once, there iffued from the entrails 
of a bull, thofe fwarms of bees, the honey 
of which fupplied mankind with fweet and 
wholefome nourifhment. 

Let us agree then, that it is no longer from 
vulgar, and barbarous prejudices, that men 

have 

rifen in oar age. Beiides, the Venetians wanted fac* 
coursy and yet what refiftance did they not make ?* 

* The Turks made a defient on this tjiand in 16449 hut it 
nvas not until after a Jiege of t<wenty years that they reduced 
the njuhole country, 'which, feme fe*w forts excepted, the Vene' 
tians ceded to them, at the conclujion of peace in 166^ • K« 
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have any reafon to dfead the return of their 
calamities. They muft rather expeft them 
to proceed from the abufe of fome found 
ipaldn^ newly eftablifhed. Such, for inftance^ 
a9 the generally, acknowledged utility of a 
v^ry extenfive comn)erce. If England, fince 
the governments of Elizabeth, and Cromwel ; 
if Holland, fince her emancipation from ab-* 
f(^ute power ; and France fince her fubjeflion 
to it, have acquired by commerce, riches, 
and fplendour, we are not to conclude that 
thefe advantages ought to be obtained by 
all medns whatfoever. We muft, in particular, 
be on our guard againft the eaficft means^ 
that is, againft the force which favours ufurpa- 
tion, and the fpirit of exclufion which fup^ 
ports it ; that an adminiftr^tion, with great 
prc^eAs, and with little views, Ihotfld be in* 
duced, in confequence of a correfpondcnce 
between fome governor, and the fecretary of 
ftate, in whofc department he fervcs, to patch 
up a ridiculous plan, in order to extend, 
rather than fecure our domination in America; 
that a rage for planting ftakes in the fnow, 
. in order, afterwards, to eredt fortrefles on 
nii^Si and all that puerile ambition of "under-- 
lingSy Ihould have infpired the government 

with. 
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wkh an obftinate paflion for war, th^ the 
land-marks of fome defarts might be re-v 
moved, are circurinftances which may be toa 
eafily conceived ; but, that a nation which^ 
prides itlelf on being philofophical, and po- 
litic; that a people^ accuftomed, for the two 
laft centuries, to determine what was their 

• 

real intereft, fhould conftantly maintain this 
wild pretention to. a conquering and exclufive 
commerce; that, blind to their trueft advan«^ 
tages, they fhould ftilt facrifice to this vain 
tdo], muft appear the more furpriiing, and, 
at the fame time, .the more affliding, becaufe 
the fpirit of councils is changed with much 
greater facility, than popular prejudices. 

We may difpenfe with reminding the Eng- 
Kfli, that all traffic, not founded on a free 
exchange of commodities,' is not commerce, 
but a tribute; that trade can have no objeft 
except to prckrure a nation 'more fubfiflance, 
and a greater variety of confumptions; that 
to fulfil this objeft, trade ought to be extend- 
ed, and that, of courfe, it cannot be efla- 
blifhed on domination, becaufe ev^ry too 
extenfive a domination mufl fall fooner, or 
later, and involve commerce in its ruin ; Tuch 
advices, fuch remcmftrances would be fuper- 

fluous; 
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fluous ; a letter from America will tell thehfi 
more, than all our philofophy. But ere wc 
proceed any farther, it may not, perhaps, in 
this place, be ufelefs to make fome obferva* 
tions on thofe prejudices which have, hither- 
to, perverted the bell employment of human 
indullry.^ 

We live in a metaphyfical age. Since the 
tranlient modes of geometry have arrived to 
clear away the ancient chaos of dilcuflion, 
order and method are become fafliionable. 
Every writer on politics^ now, afccnds to the 
origin of focieties. A family is augmented^ is 
divided^ is fubdividedj &c. &c. And all this 
fine progreflion is kept up, until he hath 
reached fome particular queftion, far removed 
from the point from which he fet out. Is 
commerce the fubjeft ? he introduces three 
properties, or, if it muft be fo, three iflands, 
one of which produces corn ; another, wincj 
another, hemp ; &c. &c. Thus, he unfolds 
the origin of every thing, fomewhat like 
Moliere*s philofopher, when he explains the 
vowels to a fcholar in his fortieth yeanfij 
4 Now, 

(k) It is fc^rcely neceflary to obferve that we allude 
only to thofe authors who have wandered from their 

mark 
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NoW) for the deluge^ This deluge is the 
confufion of every thing, the deftruftion of 
every principle, the fatal confequence of the 
errors^ pafllons, crimes, and follies of man- 
kind. For a long while, the ftudy of Che- 
miftry was undertaken only to procure gold. 
The Spaniards confined their fearch after this 
gold^ to unknown lands \ the Engliih attack- 
ed the colonies of the Spaniards only to take 
ahis^^^from them. Let us enquire, then, 
after fafts, not amidft metaphyfical abftradi- 
ons, not in preliminary difcourfes, intro- 
du(flions, &c. but in hiftory, and, above all, 
amongfl: thofe authors who have written with- 
out intention, and who have (if I may be 
allowed the expreflion) treated of matters 

r 

Vol. II. U which 

mark to engage in ufelefs expofitions. There are very 
commendable performances^ the chief objeft of which 
is to eflablifli principles, to aAalyfe opinionsi and to 
foand a doArine. They cannot be written in too me- 
thodicaly and even too abftra^ed a manner. Soch, in 
particular, is the pro/peSus of the ne^y Di^ioMnaire du 
commerce^* a valuable earneft for the public, who ex- 
pert with equal confidence, and impatience, this vaft, 
and magnificent work, which they have the promife of, 

* ^bis dWionary is^ probabfy^ mhready pubUJhed\ tbe com-' 
piUr of itf is Abbe MorelUt^ a gentleman defer<vedly cele* 
hrated for bis frofound knowledge of comnferce, and po- 
ntics. K. 
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which they never were ihdined to treat of 

> . ^ • 

at all.' 

The commerce of the moderns (as we have 
already obferved) is not eftablilhed either to 
fiv6ut the^ Communication of commodities, 
or to facilitate their exchange ; u hath fprung 
froni avarice ; it hath arifen amidft the fuiy 
of war, and the bitternefs of national hatred ; 
it hath taken fbr its principle, a fpirit of ex- 
clufion, and domination ; and it hath but too 
flrenuoufly maintained it, in our days. Prima 
rnaU lakes. We muft underftand this difeafe 
in order to cure it; we muft difcover the ori- 
gin 6f it, aiid redouble our efforts to turn to 
thd.advantage of re^fon, this work of our 
paflions. !t is k great point tfhat gold, and 
filWr'are fallen into difcredit; or, to explain 
myfelf more ctearry,"^that miriesT and the 
feeble commerce which they produce, arc 
(fftinaatcd according to their juft value. But, 
if fome of the Engliih, {I know toi^ well that 

fpirit of ambition, and coveteoufnefs which Jlill 
reigns- within this natioM^ to mention, the Eng^ 
lijb. in general),) \i fome of the Engliih then 

, defpife the mines, of Brafil, and Peru, they 
ftill feel a terrible inclination for thok galleons^ 
the capture of which brings a real fortune to 

* private 
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private individuals^ and prefents the publm 
with a phantom of tranlicnt affluence. ... * 
t . . . Ann facta fames i ..•*.... Ah! with- 
out puffuing thcfc dangerous acquifitions, 
let them divide their commons, let them 
aifimikte tl^ir vaft heaths, with the rich 
cojuntries of Kent, and of Yorkfhire. Here, 
are their m&ft fertile mines ; here, are their 
Po^ofi, their Peru, and the real fources of 
their richcs.f /j 

I freciy addrefs myfelf to the Englifli, as 
they ane the moft infeftcd with the rage of 
aggrandizement, and exclufion* The French 
have, for fome time paft, apparently adopted 
more reafonable principles. But I fhaU^ 
with equal freedomt apply to all nations t 
Detepue yQurfehes no longer^ hJ^S^^S rf y^^ 
p^weTj or your bappinefs, from illuminated 
maps. Be phrticularfy careful lefl you conclude 
amcngfi yourfelves tbofe treaties of commercei 
which onfy follow treaties of peace, in order to 
^ U 2 de^ 

flj Although feveral commons have been- inclofed 
and cultivated in England^ there are many ftill neg- 
Je^ed, Aj^h a diviiibn not halving been madei as the 
French imagine, in confequence .of a general adl of 
parUame»t, but in compliance with petitions from dif- 
ferent counties for the inclofure of ibme of their wallcs, 
the which petitions pafled into private bills. 



y^ 
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defiroy tbem^ like tbofe worms ^ which flicking 
to the European Jhips on their return from 
America, eat into ibeir fides. Or^ if you 
Jhouldhe obliged to make fome reciprocal arrange^ 
4nents^ lei liberty be their bafts •, kt all the na- 
tions be treated with'tqual jujlice. Be lefs 
anxious to procure pence by riches^ than riches 
by peace. No more of thefe idle refervations of 
rights and preference ; ftipulate only for liberty \ 
under her aufpices every advantage will fpring 
up'y all will be profperity-y and^ each nation 
having a great quantity of produSions^ and * 
feeling the want of a great variety of other 
prodttSionSy commerce «fi^ be eftablijhed^ for 
the future^, folely on the general welfare. 

We have expreffed our wifhes ; let us now 
declare our hopes. They will always be de* 
rived from the progrels of human reafon : 
but as political events confiderably accelerate, 
or retard this progrefs, which is naturally 
flow and timid, we fhall obferve that the laft 
war, or rather the ^eace which followed it, 
muft have fuch an influence over future times, 
that our poftcrity will, probably, confider it 
as the epoch of an interefting revolution. 
Every peace, which leaves things in the 
fame fituation, in which they ftood before the 

war, 
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war, fliould only be regarded as a tmce, or 
fulpenfion of arms. Ttiereafon of it is very 
plain. Each nation had an objeft j^this pbjeft 
became Hill more important on accounjt of the 
efforts which it excited. They were ftill more 
attached to it. Inftrufted by the event, they 
conclude themfelves fare of taking more fuc- 
cefsful meafures; their difpofitions, then, 
are the fame, and the fire remains concealed 
under the embers. 5uch was the peace of 
Aix la Chapelle. The Englifh having taken 
rifle Royale, and the French haying taken 
Madras, the firft were concerned, becaufe 
they did not conquer all Canada ; and the 
laft were vexed, becaufe they had not de- 
ftroyed the Englifli fettlements on tlie coafts 
of India. A formidable army, encouraged 
by the prefence of their king, and led on by 
an excellent general, employed four cam- 
paigns in taking fome towns in Flanders. 
They flattered themfelves at London, that, 
at another time, with abler generals, more 
unanimity, and more vigilance, Flanders might 
be better defended, whilft other conquefl:s 
might more eafily have procured the rcfti- 
tution of what had, there, been loft. On 
the other hand, the French, unfortunate in 

U 3 Vw.V^, 
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Italy, w'ere eonftantly fi^ggeftingi that if it 
had riot been for their checks at^ Etaif^nce, 
and Ada, they might eafily have given laws 
to that country. Minds were ftill in a flace 
of fermentation. On the firft pretenfions fot 
a rupture, each party having its projefts, 
and plans of aggrandizement ready, the pro* 
iecution of their contentions was taken up 
cxaftly where they had left it. 

It was not fo, it the tioncl'ufion of the peaci 
in 1 762 ; the confiderable lofles which we had 
fuftained iii our colonies warned us, for the firft 
time,C^J to direft our attention towards that 
quarter; whilfl: an unfortunate Experience 
taiight us to embrace the fureft precautions 
againlt the rekindling of a war, the fuccefs 
of which muft be uncertain, and the difafters 
of which muft be irreparable. On the other 
liand, the dangerous prefent which we have 
made the Englilh feems to have doubly re- 
moved all pretexts for a rupture, by deftroy- 



ing 



"*■—»■ 



(m) I fay for the firfl time, becaufe it is very certain 
that,' in the reign of (.ewis the fourteenth, the facri^ 
fices made ^t the peace of Utrecht were not ^oniiderec] 
jis real lofles. The eftabliihment of Philip the fifth 
was, then, imagined to have bc^en a more than fufficient 
iudeniiiificauon* 
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ing every conteftatioh relative to limits, ,afid 
by infpiring the Americans with a dangero^a 
confidence, which. candu6l$ them^ by little 

and little, towards indcipendence* 

Several perfons, impatiient fof the Tt&tlt^ 
will, perhaps, fuppofe that a civil war is of^ 
the point of breaking out between the Eng- 
lifh colonie^5 and the Mother-country ; and 
even within the colonies. I, on the contrary, 
perceive a clofe union amqngft thcmfclves, 
long difputes with the Motherrcountry, per^ 
petual fhifts, meafures refolved on and diA 
carded, palliatives, and half conciliations 
which wiH prefcrve the n^me, '- yet fu^r 
things to change, .fo that thef^ colpnies may 
continue- to flpurifli by their agriculture, by 
their commerce, and particularly by their 
contraband trade, whil ft they will be more 
detrimental to the Mptjier-country, and in- 
ftead of augmenting, balance her power; 
all which circumftances intimate rather a con- 
tentious peace, than a decifive war. As to 
Afia, if I confuk our ill fuqcefs, there, as a 
great misfortune now paft, I cannot avoid 
regarding the demolition of our ramparts at 
Pondicherry, the extinftion of our ancient 
pretenfions in India, an4» above all, the abo- 

U 4 lition 
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Ktion of the privileges of the Eaft-India com- 
pany, as a great advantage not only for the 
prefent, but likely to continue fo in the fu- 
ture. The Englifh, becoipe the farmers-ge- 
neral of the Mogul, or of his Nabobs, have, 
indeed, enriched themfelves, on this occafi- 
on; but if n^atters fliould prefervc the fame 
footing on which 'they reft at prefent, this 
fortune can never be looked upon as belong- 
ing to commerce, or even as connefted with 
the colonies j it will never be any^ thing more 
than a precarious eftablifhment, fubjeft to 
the habitual revolutions of Indoftan, and ex- 
pofed to the firft invafion of the Morattoes, 
or the enterprizes of fome other Thomas 
Kouli Kan. If, on the contrary, the Eng- 
lifti, by dint of men, battles, and expences, 
were to acquire a real property in this coun- 
try, there could then be no doubt but they 
muft reduce India, and even the greater part 
of Afia-, but this eftablifhment muft enter 
into the clafs of the American colonies j with 
this difference alfo, that, there, authority 
would be fo much the more defpifed, as the 
inhabitants would be farther removed from 
it, and as they would dwell within a country 
affording every kind of produdion. In all 
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this, I perceive nothing which otight td akrnv 
cither France, or Spain. The Dutch, per- 
haps, may take Tome umbrage at it; butthej 
poflefs iQands which are difficult of accef^, 
and fortrefles in a date of defence ^ and, after 
all, what probability is there that the Eng- 
lifh, about to plunder Afia, (hould exhauft 
their forces in an attack againft Batavia?('»j 
In treating of the political fituation of the 
kingdoms of France and England, we pre- 
fume that we have inveftigatcd the real fources 
of the war : for Germany cannot wage war, 
for ^ny length of time, without the aid of 
thcfe two powers. If, however, we were to 
pafs our private opinion, of this part of Eu- 
rope^ we (hould obferve that the Auftrian, 
and Pruflian troops perform their exercife too 
well, to give us any room to imagine that 
war is on the point of breaking out between 
them. Two awkwark fencers take up the 

foils. 



fnj Well may the Englilh profper in the Eafl-Indies ; 
it muft always be at an exceilive coll that they can keep 
on foot ten thoufand European troops : it is true that 
they are fufficient to conquer India, but were they to 
lofe only tfcree, or foui' thoufand men, in a war againft 
the Dutch, they would run the rifque of feeing Bengal 
and all their poiTefions on the coaft taken from them. 
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foils, aad lunge againft each Oth^jr, at ^. 
venc-Ur^ Two ^ mafters of the art i^place 
t)iet9(. Ithey tneafure .^a^h bthirjuprith their! 
^yes; they touckeach i6ther; they threaten; 
each: dther; but wait a long ttdie before 
they en^ge. i ^ 



<k>. 
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CHAP. IX. 



The confequences of war ; the wounds of hU" 
manity jiill remaining Jo be do fed. The ad^ 
vantages^ and difadvantages refulting from 
the frefent fttuation of fomejtates. 



A 



S the rcfleftions Which we have made in 
the preceding chapters^ have induced us to 
prcfume that wars will be hereafter left long, 
and lefs expenfive, it now remains that we 
fliould enquire whether^ as matters fall our, 
we have not too dearly bought a repole, for 
which we are indebted only to our cxhauftcd 
fituation 5 and whether we have not bartered 
away fome tranfient calamities, for long fuf» 
fcrings. We enjoy tranquility, but we are 

poori 



N 



joo AN ESSAY ON 

poor i and is not this apparent eafe on which 
we congratulate ourfelvcs, owing to a con- 
tinual eflfort which affimilates the ftate of 
peace, . even with the ftate of war ? invafxons 
and conquefts are no longer dreaded ; but 
this reliance- is grounded only* on our nu- 
merous fortrefles, and our immenfe armies ; 
dear enfurancers, of , treaties ! and whilft we 
load ourfelves wFth thefe enormous expences, 
we ftill bear the whole weight of debts which 
have been contrafted by ojur fathers^ 

Yet a freih war hatK arifen within the, 
bofom of the ftates : this w^r more ruinous 
than Woody, more troublefomie than terrify- 
ing, is kindled throughout the nation, between 
the people; and the government, or rather 
between the contributor, and the exaftor. 
New armies have been raifed, in order to be 
conftantly in aftion, without ever entering 
into winter quartefs; and whilft our bat- 
talions, after having gone through the cafy 
performance of their exercife, are at peace 
in the midft of the different cities, where, 
frequently they even affift trade, and help 
induftry, the brigades of the farmers- general 
always keep open the campaign, occupy 
pofts, cftablifti patrolcs, and lend out detach- 
ments* 
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ments. This is ndt all ; a want of concur- 
rence between the nations, and their fovc^ 
reigns bith turned the levy of the fubfidies, 
at one itioment, into {hocking robberies, and 
at another moment, into low pilferings. The 
preference was giv^n to this mode of coUcft- 
ing the taxes, ais it appeared likely to be at- 
tended with fewer obftacles, and lefs diffi* 
culcy: means equally deftrudive, and ex- 
travagant have been fuccefiively recurred to* 
The mod: ufeful employments have been 
changed into burdenfome offices, and the 
vileft functions into honorable pods. One 
would have imagined chat the minifters, and 
the citizens had revived the ancient laws of 
Sparta, which countenaowd theft, provided 
that it was.cleverly committed. The people, 
unoppofing, and defencelefs, were finking 
beneath the loads of impofition, whilfl: ex- 
emptions fold to the rich ftill redoubled the 
weight of thefe fcveritics. Then, oppreflion 
became a fyftem ; for the more ruinous the 
tax was, at a higher rate were the means of 

efcaping from it, difpoied of. .... « 

But let us haften to draw the curtain over this 
fetal pidure, which we fliould not, here, 
have painted with fuch lively colours, if we 

had 
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had not been xl^nrptis of coavincing our 
rfadf:r$, that no obje^ion ihaU be tiegle6ted; 
Let us rather enter into a more particular de* 
tail, noir refufe to unfold the fequel of our 
ideas, even although thefe ideas iholild ftill 
<4nvolve us in fome difcufllons. 

Let us firft allow, to make, die quellion 
yet plainer, that the pifture which, we have 
juft exhibited, can fcarcely be referred to any 
kingdom, but France. In fad, howibever 
immenfe the debts of England and Holland 
may be, the arrears are ealily paid off. In 
HoUand, nearly all the public revenue is 
raifed on confumptions , the method of col- 
kfting the levies is plain and eafy, whilft the 
adlvity of commecace and the affluence. of' 
ilratigers leflen the weight of the^. In Eng* 
land, the duties are vaft, and multiplied : 
yet, they may be referred to three priricipal * 
duties J namely, theLand-Tax, theCuftoms, 
and the Excife. Now, as the land-tax is ge- 
nerally affcffed according to an ancient fur- 
vey, it is attended with double the advantage 
of being conftant arid pniform, and of hav- 
ing acquired, by the lapfe of time, the merit 
of proportion. For almoft every eftate hav- 
ing 
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ing changed its poffeflbr, fince that period^ 
the inequality in the divfion of this tax hath, 
been compeniated by fales and purchafes i 
andthus it is that every furvey muft prove 
ufeful in itfelf, and foon become }uft and 
proportional. But vtre, in France, are much . 
too wife to undertake fo rude a pkce of bu-* 
iinefs, and ihall pafs away another century in 
Qieafuripg lands, and weighing (heaves, be- 
fore we deliver ourfelves from our arbitrary 
taxes. The duties of the cuftoms are confi-* 
derable in England ;- but they are chiefly col« 
leAed at the diftant frontiers, and when you 
have payed die duties either at Portfmouth, 
or at Edinburgh, you may travel all over' 
Great Britain, without any other permit. I 
muft confefs that the Excife, which introduces 
fuch vifitors into private faoufes, and efta* 
blifhes a kind of domeftic inquifitioii, hath 
conftantly appeared to me in the moft odious 
light y yet, at the fame time, I grant that 1 
have no where feen the eifedls of all this an- 
fwer my conjeftures. It is introduced iii 
Flanders, Germany, Holland, and England • 
but, in every one of tfiefe countries, doth 
not occafion. any complaints, rpurmurs, or 

fuits. 



! 



304 . AN ESSAY ON 

fuits.(^) The Englifh pay a Wiadow-Taxv 
and were the powers of eloquence to be cm- 
ployed in the fervice of difcoatcnt> I know 
how fine a field for exclamation is opened to 
them by a law, which extorts a price for air 
and light •, yet, after all, this duty is equal, 
and uniform. A colledor cannot, either 
through avarice or animofity, reckon jup as 
many windows to your houfe,^ as he pleafes; 
and befides, thefe impofitions have beencon- 
fented to, and approved of, by the people. 
In a word, I ftiall not fcruple to declare, that 
the Englilh may, indeed, fuffer by their 
luxury, and the unequal diftribution of riches; 
.but they do not languiih under the weight of 
taxes •, they are not unfortunate on account 
of their debts and their expences. It is not fo 
with the French ; although the duties would 
not lie heavier on them, were they more 
equitably divided. But, here, the ground 
and expediency of the tax difappear, under 
thofe hideous forms in which they are arrayed, 
arid the contribution of fubjeds, lawful in 

itfclf. 



(o) The Artoisy which is under the moft excellent 
adminillrationy that we have in France, is fubjed to an 
excife; and yet there are no complaints. 
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itfelf, is incumbered with every odious cir- 
cun|ftance Which can attend the mahojer of 
gathering it 

li) order perfeAly to underftiind the in^ 
trinfic ft^te pf the kingdpm of France, we 
imifli;fepanate two thhigsy. which moil opi^ 
niotis have but too often united ; and thefe 
are, the 'national d^bt, in itfeli^ and the 
mebns which are taken to piay off the arrears 
of it : Sutthis is a matter which mull be 
cohfidered apart^ and which ihall compofe 
the fubjefk of the next chapter. It will, in 
this place, be fufHci<^nt to obferve, that there 
are feyeral provinces of France which have 
efcaped thefe troubles! and they are the pro«- 
vinces which have been fo fortunate as to 
have been governed by ftates-^ even amongft 
others, !we may perceive a wife adminiftration, 
daily^upporting them againft the vices of 
the legiflation ; . the enlightened precautiofi 
of intendants warding off* arbitrary griev^ 
ahces; atid particular furveys, and exaft 
numerations operating as remedies againft the 
diforders of impofitiqn. If pecuniary edi^s 
have clogged our commerce, and fettered 
our induftry,' a vigilant minifter now, and 
then, breaks thefe chains, diipenfes with Ibme 

V6l. II. X in>. 
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titt|)ro^r regulsradiiis, «iodifies thofc ism 
^kliic wcnild be df^oak to aboliffa, and^ 
thus, relieves the patient whom - he eannoi 
imc.(f) One ^wiay uevcii venture to • 4ifllirni, 
that,a oerfiain eaib^ >a> kind of • profpdrity ap 
pqars ivgitkm the kisigdbm ^ ^ bur :it Jiath ikx 
yetgaoedits IcTclr} It; hath molt oeaucfaed the 
wbft- tifeful xtlaffes, the ibwer ;pa^ey the ait- 
tivatxics;; ' A31, [tbcKefore, is < ooit fo - bad as 
fxisiphc^ 2i Srft, imagined } binr. jH dsfar^ 
souch too .far ffbm. being. w^U;;:aiid ivhetber 
cbe.bitrdqn beiacroafisd^ or dkninifiied, the 
seMk . wi^l ixmitbttiaUy ibe, that khe ' Fneadh 
•W9 ' of all people tKoTe who fiifeiithe. tnoft 
ir4imitttpo0ti(Mli^^ J . The ^ot toi fai eoquiccd 
into, is, by ^Krhat radviantages lithdfe incoo^ 
yemctoiQiies have beeinxotnpieBiatQdk. I £ufl 

.. :;.:.;ir -^ r'.-:: :.'>-/,, : //IQeDtioS 






' (fjmt. de Triidaine was tHc firft who gare freedom 
4o ^Giofmherce. Vg(c3 iiis^ime^' it-Was a galley-fiavie 
chained to th^o^. Itiis Bowiqcb^ at Ubexty to^ to^ 
4uui fro, yet wears .about its foot the r^ig, Ai^hicbf whilft 
it! impedes its progrefs, denotes its fervitude. Mr. de 
Trudainfe did not, at his ' dl?ith, leave liberty without 
«• ^fendisK What i&^^hou^t of, his ion hath^ared to 
tesi^oute. It is to him that coimnerce owes.iti dwfcfl 
•liberty; the liberty of exporting com, Jt is a title ac- 
quired in con tradition to the opinion of the preient 
nge ; and it will *be gratefuJly ackoowledged 'by the 
•a:£ies to come. 
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IpentiQn bt)t jwo advantages^ and thcfe ar^ 
intereftiog ji^ed ; they may be expFeflediri 
f^W vi^^rcb : kfs of war^ and kfs of de& 
|>Qtifm. 

> . I^^ pf vowx becaufe if the ambition of 
the nobiUty> df r&me qaioiiters, of fomt 
[((nittiers fhonHdg at times, be inclined to re^ 
^indle it* ^he ftate Qf the finances comes, at 
Onoef ro lay iitfolf open, and flops them ihorti 
;Fhe difficulty af paffihg new edi£b, of raifmg 
fr^fli iubfidies^ the fear of difturbing by 
f9^r»ui!9> or hy reforms, the pleafuits of :a 
/plendioty thdoftentatioqa.bouit-, the in^f 
tr^palHe latiyriwh in wWch the miniftiy fixA 
1^ Qfifelye^ ^engaged \ the advantages given t;0 
St;^w ^i9fiif$ ready at itisiog; on all occafiona 
of fcfiftAiW^> 'and every iiiean of pi^ferving 
|)Qpularity |^ a}l ihefe obfUcle^ are a3 fo n^ny 
ftjeWs for, the p?<^pie, as fo ipgny Ijarrierj 
which fto^ the fijril Tally of a Pfition mpre ^n^ 
tcrpxifing^ tjbaj^ prudent. . 

Lefs of def^fin : bec^uf^ in all the co^Ot* 
tries of the wprld, the want; of their jcx- 
chequer are t^e t^u^ tutprs of kings. Th? 
ffioOi ablblujte monarchs muft, * in the endi» 
oonfefs thajt their authority, >yhich rend/sr^ 
jchem them^erspf i.ndivid>is^> is an ufel^fs 

X 2 power. 
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power^ to which they cannot be fond of 
having Tecourfe, and which is only made fub^- 
jervient to the private interefts of the mi- 
nifters ^ they muft confefs, I {ay, that this 
authority, powerful when exerted againft par- 
ticular individuals, is inefficacious, when 
turned againft fortunes. A itian who hath 
offended by unbecoming indifcretions, may 
be imprifoned ; but it is not ufual to com- 
jnit to the Baftille^ either fpvercign courts, or 
the dates of a province, or proprietors who 
declare that it is impoflible .for them to pay 
My thing, fiefides, it frequently happens, 
that preffiHg necefiities give rife to fome re- 
ipe&ful conceffions. Bodies continually on 
the watch, keep an exaft regiftcr of the moft 
trifling fteps which may have been taken to 
gain them ^ and foon a feries of well-bred 
compliances is difcovered to have- eftablilhed 
a right •, for, as we have jobferved in a former 
part of this work, what are the laws of man- 
kind but example andcuftom? 

Let no bad coriftruftion be put on thefe 
refie£tions. I am fenfible of the confidence 
which the French nation ought to pkce in 
the chUrader, and in the heart erf the fove- 
reijgn who governs theiri. I know how much 

they 
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they have to' cxpeft from the condud of the 
two minifters/y^ to whom their prince hath, 
for fome time paft, eotrufted tbe.departmenis 
of war, and of peace. In this place, it i& 
not caprice, it is efteem which prevents me 
from launching out into their praife ; but a 
philofopher writes for every age, and for 
every country. The fame kingdom which 
weeps over the memory of Henry the fourth, 
detefts the name of Lewis the eleventh. The 

X 3 light, 

(q) It may not be improper to acquaint the reader^ 
that the minifters alluded to, are the duke de Choiieult 
and the duke de Prailin. The Chevalier de Chatellur 
had finifhed his work, and fent it into Holland, in 
order to have it printed, fome time before thefe noble- 
men loil their places^ . The events ^ which, for the laft 
Vwo years, have fo diHurbed, and affii^ed France, were 
not even thought of, during the adminiftration, from 
which my illuflrious friend faw fo much to hope, and 
fo little to fear. It is needlefs to expatiate on the rndsi. 
fures, which have been iince purfued in that ki^gdoni^ 
Indignation, pity, and applaufe are all excit^ed in every 
reference to the mercilefs oppreffions, and. uuihaken 
patriotifm which have at once difgraced, and exalted 
France. In the elegant letter, written by the duke de 
Choifeul to his mifguided mafter, he modefily declared 
that he Jhoul4 occupy bimfilfin his rtfreaty in frying that 
hisjuccejfor might unife more taletUSy^ ihiih as much xeaf^ 
By fome dreadful fatality, the prayer feems tP^ have 
}^n every way rcverfcd. K. 



^10 AN ESSAY ON 

lightj and fuperficial mind perceives only the 
prefent ; bal rcflefliion takes in the paft time, 
and the tinie to come. Obferve the veffel 
on the fea: the mariners are bufied on the 
decks •, they mount upon the yards, unfurl 
the fails^ and fet the tackling in its proper 
place i all appears in motion j the officer 
commands, the inferior obeys; the pilot alone 
feems idle ; yet it is He who fteers the fliip, 
obferves her cotjrfc, and takes her bearings. 
States, and focietie^ tend all towards one 
point. But; is their motion flow, or rapid, 
dife&, or oblique, progrelEve, or retrograde? 
thefe queftiotti^ are, in my opinion, of much 
more confequence than dilputes concerning 
plays and operas. And although fome ill- 
difpofed minds were to take ofience at it, I 
dare advance that they might lend attention 
to him who difcufles thefe queftions, par- 
ticularly, if his manner of writing be neither 
lyflematical, nor i^mantic. 

The welfare of the people is fo facred a 
point, that it cannot b^ rendered too fecure. 
We may mlake great allowances for the vcr- 
tues of mankind, yet let us treat with their 
interefts. It muft be owing to the exertions 
of more than human vertues, were fovereigns, 

who 
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who might be, all, pofleged <^ qonMcf^Jbte 
reventieS) and even pf faying funds^ not coi 
endeavour s^t the eutenfipn frf their power 
and dominion. Should thfjrf be» at ibmc 
particular period, princes without pride, and 
without ambition, they muft be donfidereci 
as prefents which nature but feldom makes, 
and whkh (he doth not confet on all nations, 
at the fame time. Now^ if war were not 
become fb difficult, and fo expenfive, two^ - 
or thrde ambitious princes might be able to 
difturb all Europe. Flattery hath praiied 
fovereigns too extravagantly ; malignity hath 
condemned them too fevcrely. Who, amohgft 
us, can tell how he would have afted on fe* 
veral occafions, could he have executed what- 
foever he might have defired to execute? 
have we always proceeded with the fame dif- 
cretion? have we always loved our fellow 
creatures ? have we always contended againO: 
our paifions ? hath even the beft of kings 
been conflantly the ikme, during every in- 
ilant of his life ? Titus was irreproachable ; 
but Titus reigned only two years. Princes, 
like other men, are in fubjedion to the courfe 
of nature. More prefumptuous, more Ar- 
dent in their youth, more ambidous, more 

X 4 obftinate 
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obftinate in their maturity, more jealous in 
dieil'^ge, they are the arbiters of mankind, 
and the fiaves of nature, and the times. Let 
us, therefore^ for the fake of our ftrperiors, 
for the {akjs of our kings, for our own fakes, 
never wifli that it may be eafy to perpetrate 
what is ill. 

. Enough hath been advanced concerning 
thefe truths y to good minds they have been 
fu£Bciently explained $ to bafe, and corrupted 
minds it might be dangerous to unfold them 
more openly. It would be even time to leave 
the reader to Jiis own refieftions, were we not 
in hopes of ftill engaging him to extend them, 
by affording him an infight into a very im- 
portant object, and fo liable to be daily dif- 
cuflcd, that whofoever is defirous of in* 
creafmg his i^eas concerning the lot of hu* 
manity, may expeA to find this difpuise foon 
reduced to one fingle point. This capital 
point is the national debt. It is the cuftomary 
topic at councils, within the circle of mi- 
pifters, and amongft the people. On this 
fubjeft, numerous wofks have been written ; 
numerous fyftems have been propofed, and 
feveral of thefe fyftems have been carried 
into execution. Pifferent goyernnieiits have 

adopted 
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adopted different principles. Even experi- 
ence hath had time to enlighten us -, and yet 
we dare prefume that if the reader fliould, 
for a moment, favour us with his attention, 
he will perceive that this fubjeft ftill fuggefts 
feveral -new ideas, which require explanation,, 
and brings forward feveral old ideas, which 
Ihould be rcftiftcd. 
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CHAP. X. 



Ott the National Debt. 



I 



T is almoft a century -fince France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, having obftinately per- 
fevered in the profecution of expenfive wars» 
they who govewied thefe nations felt them* 
felves obliged to borrow confiderable fupplies. 
I mention thofe who governed thefe nations^ 
becaufe if the nations .themfelves had dif- 
cufled their true interefts, they could have 
found no reafon for contrafting debts. In 
faft, as they were in poflelTion of nearly all 
the riches of Europe, they played, at the 
fame time, the pares of lenders, and bor- 
rowers, fo that -all this motion of money was 

but 
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but an inteftine mdticHi. It might, there- 
fore, have been eaiy for them to have im- 
pofed upon themfelves a contribution ade- 
quate to the fums Which they raifed only by 
borrowing. Bur, on the one hand, William 
the third would have experienced too great 
a difficulty in perfuading the Engliih, and 
particularly the Tories^ to facrifice the greater 
part of their fortune, in order to pull dowii 
Lewis the Fourteenth; |ind, on the other 
hand, Lewis the Fourteenth, all abfdlute as 
he was, could never have arbitrarily difpofed 
of the eftates of his fubjeds, to carry on 
thofe wars, in which his ambition alone had 
involved him. As to the Dutch, although 
a particular vengeance, and a more immedi- 
ate intereft had animated them, it was ftill 
iio eafy matter to obtain from them confider- 
abk fubfidies. ^The rich commercial men, 
who formed the greater part of the republic, 
faw with too much regret the fruits of a long, 
and painful induftry devoured by Germans 
and Spaniards. We even read in the nego- 
ciations of the count d'Avaux,fr^ that the 

province 

frj The letters, and ncgociations of count d'Avaax 
relate to the peace of Nimeguen, at the conclufion or 

which« 
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province o£ Holland, dudng a long time, 
oppofcd the war, and were more inclined to 
France, whom they feared only as a danger- 
ous neighbour, than to the prince of Orange, 
whom they dreaded as an ambitious mafter. 
Thefe embarrafling fituatipns obliged the go- 
vernment to take the mildeft meafures; it was 
neceffary to prevent .the people from feeling 
the load which was call upon them : the af- 
fiftance of pofterity (if I may fo call it) was 
demanded 5 poftcncy was bu4"dened with all 

that 

which, this ttobleman aflcd, and with great addrefs* 
as plenipotentiary. ' On hi$: entrance into public bufi- 
nefsy he was a counfellor of parliament^i^ then matter 
of the requeHs, and, at length, embaiTador to the re- 
public of Venice. He was, alfo, fuccciSvely employ- 
ed at the x:ourts of Holland, £ngland, and Swed^v. 
To the family d'Avaux, the (late of France is indebte4 
for fome very excellent fervants. The uncles of the 
count held important pofb, with great reputation. 
Henry, in conjun^ion with Marfhal de Biiron^ negoci^ 
ated the peace of 1570C Although their (;oQdi]dl, oi| 
this occafion, appeared equally politic, a^d irreproach- 
able, yet, as the Spaniards foon broke this peace, the 
wits of the time bellowed on it an appclIatioB defigned 
to ridicule whilil itpreferved the memory o[, tl^ofe who 
made ic. De Biron was lame ; the country feat of 
d'Avaux was called Malaflife. Hence, arofe a pun, 
which, in that age, inu(l have been highly reliibcd, 
either in France, or in England. . • • **CV/^/V fi^fai^ 



thit weight, from which it was wiBied that 
the.pfcfcnt generation might be exempted. 
The method of borrowing, therefore, pro- 
ceeded from the weaknefs of the governi- 
merit, or from a certain regard for 'properties, 
whicK will be always neccflary wbtfnfoever 
wars. may not be undertaken either tti defend 
a native country, or to avenge thofe cruel in- 
fults, which, raifing a ^general outcry; f)fe- 
cipitatc the people into ^ war.f j) '*' ''^ " 

No one can dotbt that ufelcfs wars- tarried 
on at a great expence muft ^rove deftrudivc* 
Every nation, therefore, which bprrows in 
order to wage war, is labouring to'itsowft 
ruin. But in what manner doth this ruin 
operate? arc the fums borrowed burdenfomc 

only 

■ •* ■ • .' • . . 
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(4) Pprinjrthe lea|;a6 of Cambray, , the republic of 
Venice was not obliged to have repoorfe to borrowing, 
although engaged in defending herfelf againft fo many 
united powers. Every one Aibmitted to a kind of tax 
on cpnveniencesy ^ad contribute according to his means. 
This was b^caufe the danger was real, and prcfjing % it 
was becaufe the Venetians loved th^ir government; and 
l)ecanfe each citizen- would have facrificed his all to 
preferve ic. In the fame manner, the Dutdi, in 1672, 
did not borrow in order to bring their armies intp the 
field. They had no recourfe to this fcheme,^until other 
interefts had been exerted, and until the war became 
ebftinate, and unferviceable. 
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only as reprefex>ting mrC^ctfTivt exp^Qf Ipr^ 
are they of themi^lve^ perniqious, ^ per* 
pctuating jthc charges . of the ftate i ,tf> -mi^ 
jxijqe thi^poin? thoroughly, wp n\M^|«cur 
to thoie principles, wbic^, we have already 
eiUbliihjed, in our iecond chapter. , Jt^us 
^qqa^rp|)pr that all rlches,^ all property, a^ 
CQiHfibutjpn muft be. eftimated a;; l^fir. 
\V^hd^i^J]j^^S^d (Ck^Jer 1. SeSifin i.) th^ 
cacli individual was pbliged to divide his tim^ 
feetWJCca.aU the works neccflary to his fob- 
fiii:Mcei> w:e obferved . that, in this gilib, all 
cotitributipn lyas to be confidered as tbe 
favjn|| which Qach iindividual plight be able 
to make fv(^m bis labour, and which ought 
to be m^afuFed by that l^bpur of whjch every 
man is fiill capable, after having provided 
againft his own wants* The inequality of 
fortune* mikes no itlterations in this theory^ 
which puts alj rich particulars on tljei&jnac 
level («vith, fovcr^igns, -pf > t^ tfeit^ it 

allows for a certain numbered men who do 
not labour'at all, and who have a right Ito 
msfke others labour. , I fay a r^ght, becaufc 
he who hath a property in fimd, acquires a 
real right to the labour of him, who hath 
none, Kow, 'every rich proprietor can have 

m 
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no pretenfioiis hut txithe^omer^las of labour^ 
of wiiick tbe. indtvidbal wkom he eniploys 
can dtipofe, after hatii^ {)toTided i^ iiis 
own fui>fifiance« It is thus, chat a hrmce^ 
haviljg iiocty leaves, <;annot take away&" 
venteen iHiflxels, until the thra&er q^ ^ 
barn fliaU have witfait^i^n one for him&lf. 
A rich man, a great man, is a man who hatli 
la righi to tshe laboui^whk:h ^ large i^uMly^t' 
of indivkiuak can (Hfpofe ^i 4ie i$ a ttkn 
who <hath biApk^ed an buiidred cultivaaDrs^ 
the which/ vhaving ptit by thme /hiindred 
fisiin of cotoibr tbartfubflftancet ft^lied 
him with three xhorXtmi /etkrs^ whfd^ he 
bath escpended in mEaintaiding tailors, cooki^ 
finiBer<S9 huntecs, &c. The neal incqisaltcy of 
forttme lies between tliorec ^ho. labour^ and 
ijiofe who make others labour: it is to be 
found, alfo, between thole who ve o^iged 
<D labpur miuch, ^md thofe who procure 
their fubfiftance at a ftnall coft: dtftini&bns 
which de|)eiid.on local circumftances, on in^- 
di^y , and even on talents : to eftimate thde, 
isdiificuk. 

, Be this as .It may. Jet us admit the .princi'» 
ple&, and Aippofe a war to bceak out betweed 
two nations. The people of each'party, and 

- their 
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(her fep'refentatives might reafon thus : Mat^ 
ten. are Jo circumfiakted^ thai afinaU number 
Mmongfi usj nearfy a thirteenth party is fuffi* 
fient to maintain all the reft. The other twelve 
thirteenth parts have fcarcely any means of ac- 
qtiiring their Jhare of this fuhfiftance^ hut hy 
ojBfeting objeffs of exchange^ by incUing the de* 
fires of the cultivator and the proprietor. The 
exp^mes of this clafSf therefore^ maintain the 
^tber clafs^ it ioih not fignify whii:h : one very 
true, and. very important cotifide^ation is^ that 
inAhe ptefent ftate of things ^ in order that every 
one[mayfubJifti it is' requijite that there /hould 
always^, ^e' the fame quantity of expences. Now 
this is what will haf^ during the war y for if 
we go to difpoje of part of this, fuhfiftance^ it is 
alfo, to diffufs it\ and whereas you were aC" 
cuftomed to give it to men who embroidered your 
clothes^ who wninfiotted your apartments^ and 
who amufedyouy by their talents ^ we fhall di- 
ftriiute it among ft men who will guard our 
frontier Sy who will fortify our towns, who will 
ptake our arms, &iV. Be then extremely ea^ : 
the fame quantity of expences will always exifty 
the fame four-ces of labour will be open-, thus^ 
all thofe who will no longer find work in their 
profej/ton, may meet with new employments in 

the 
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the different refources which are here offered to 
ftrengtb and indujlry. 

1 confcfs that after fuch an exppfition it 
would be difficult to fuppofe that war was 
ruinous to the people. War would, not- 
ftanding, be an evil : for clothes, furniture^ 
- and ornamented houfcs give pleafure to thofe 
who pay for them ; and war is an expence 
which doth not give pleafure to any one : 
but war would not deprive any perfon of the 
means of fubfiftance ; and were it to laft but 
a Ihort time, the circulation of labour would 
foon fall into its former dire£tion, whilll the 
nation may have expended a fum, and yet 
not be funk in debt. The cafe is quite other- 
wife. This pofleffion of a capital, this fa- 
culty of employing the labour of thofe whom 
we enable to fubfift, indifferently, on every 
thing which can prove agreeable to us, hath 
long fince received the name of property* 
We (hail not, here, examine how the idea 
• of property is formed : we (hall only obferve, 
that in general, and, particularly, in. the 
prefent ftate of fociety, it hath been exceed- 
ingly ufcful to mankind. We are, therefore, 
very far froni depreciating it-, but we mujl 
remark that luxury being but the ufe of pro- 
VoL. II. Y pertY-k 
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I>erty, is become property itfelf, or rather a 
kind of right ; fo that whenfoever it was re- ^ 
quifite to relieve the neccflities of war, the 

removal of riches, by changing the objcfts 

. . ... » , . - 

of labour, was confidered as an attempt too 
dangerous to be ventured on. Hence it hap- 
pened, that whilft there was a neceflity for 
employing a great number of men in new 
profeffions, the rich preferved the privilege 
of purchafing the labour of the people, in 
competition with the ftate. Luxury, mag- 
nificence, and pleafure have preferved the ^ 
greater part of their agents, and the govern- 
ment, having bfeen obliged to purchafe the 
labour of the lower people, at the expence 
of the* lower people, this labour hath beeii 
thrown back as an additional load on the cul- 
tivators, and on all the artifans who concur 
with them, either in the production, or in 
the preparation of fubfiftance. Thus, nations 
have been crufhed, becaufe the burden which 
Ihbuld have been divided between all, hath 
beeii borne oqly by thofe clafles of citizens 
the mod ufeful to the ftate. Thus, war hath 
augmented the general labour, which is al- 
ready an evil ; and it hath augmented it in 
an unequal, and oppreflive manner, which is 

aftill 
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a ftill greater eyil. Perhaps, it may always? 
have been difficutt to prevent this inconveni- 
ence ; for it muft be obfcrved, that in every 
fociety, whether induftrions, or commercial, 
each individual hath itarcely more than one 
way o£ fubfifting, and thi& n^y be called his 
art, his profefTion. Each bufinefs forms a 
clais apart^ a particular fociety within a ge- 
neral fociety, a ftite within the ftate. Now, 
men cannot eafily change their profefllon; 
tiiey are as caterpillars fixed to a leaf) fhouldl 
the tree wither, they muft die with it. It is 
for tim teafon, that daring unfortunate wars, 
we frequently obferve twenty thoufand ma*- 
nufafturers perifhing with hunger, whiUt 
twenty thoufand foldiers are needful to make* 
up the compliment of the armies, whilft the 
arfenals are empty, and the armaments Ian* 
guifh for want of hands. Add to this, thac 
the right of property, and the inequality of 
fortunes having eftablifhed a great competi-^ 
tion between thofe who demand fubfiftance 
as the price of their induftry, a competition 
by fo much the greater on their part, as the 
want of fubfiftance is more prefling than the 
want of the enjoyments, arid amufements of 
life, it hath happened that labour haih always 

Y 2 xa^ 
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too nearly approached to a level with the 
ftrength and powers of the workman, fo 
that this laborious dafs of men have fcarcely 
any labour to difpofc of, npr can the ftafc de- 
mand it from them., without ruining them. 
If we, alfo, confider the difproportion of re- 
finance, the patiience of the poor, and the 
inclination which every minifter feels to pre- 
fer ready means to ufeful means, we may 
foon'difcovcr how cafily wars bring downdc- 
ftruflion on dates which they ought only not 
^o have weakened. 

Let us, now, examine how the fums bor- 
rowed lefien in a finall degree this inconve- 
nience : 1 will fuppofe that a ftate may have 
occafion for a quantity of labour reprefcnted 
by the fum of three hundred millions of 
liyres, making, at ten-pence halfpenny pr 
livre, thirteen millions, one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand pounds, fl:erling: we 
have jufl: obferved that fuch a fum cannot be 
levied folely from the rich, neither can the 
labour which it reprefents be exadted entirely 
from the agents of luxury, without attacking 
property, and without caufing the greatcft 
convulfions, by fudden alterations in the 
means of fubfifting: endeavours arc there- 
fore 
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fore ufed to affuage every crifis, by a mo- 
incntary impofition of a moderate labour, 
and by propofing to borrow a more cqnfide- 
rable labour, according to arrangements en- 
tered into by little and little, and in confe- 
quence of mutual advantages^ Every fum 
borrowed rep.refents an expence. If a ftate 
hath borrowed three hundred millions of 
livres, or, thirteen millions, one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand pounds, fterling, it hath 
expended three hundred millions of livres, 
or, thirteen millions, one hundred and twen- 
ty-five thoufand pounds, fterling, in labour ; 
and if it hath fo. well payed its agents, that 
the other claflcs n)ay have flowed back, as it 
were, upon that clafs, the diforder cannot 
have been very great. The fame quantity 
of labour hath diftributed the fame quantity 
of fubfiftance ; all have lived. The evil then 
is much lefs confiderable, than if all the la- 
bour neceflary to the fupport of war had been 
rigoroufly exadcd, and unequally divided. 
Now, let us fuppofe that, the war having been 
prolonged, the government felt themfelves 
obliged to multiply their refources ; and that, 
at length, the peace was. not concluded, un- 
til they had borrowed a thoufand millions of 

Y 3 livres^ 
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livres, or, forty-three millions, fevcn hun- 
dred and fifty thouland pounds, fterling. 
We muft eftimate what, after this, may be 
the ftate of the nation : for it is then loaden. 
•with an arrear of fifty millions of livres, or, 
two millions, one hundred and eight- feven 
thoufand, five hundred pounds, fterling; and 
it muft, confequently, be requifite to aug- 
ment the annual contribution by fifty millions 
of livres, or, two millions, one hundred and 
cighty-feven thoufand, five hundred polinds, 
fterling. But if every inipofition ought to 
reprefent a labour furnilhcd by particulars to 
the ftate, I now alk; if the quantity of this 
labour be augmented -, if, in fiaft, this con- 
tribution be not ideal ; and if, 'when the go- 
vernmpnt receives with one hand, and re- 
turns with the other hand, the additional 
burden is more real than it is at Amfterdam, 
when the bank is perpetually fliifting from 
payments to receipts, and from receipts to 
payments. But it will be faid to me, . Were 
the ftate to t^e a tenth part of the revenue of 
proprietors, would not this tenth part repre- 
fent the labour which fuch proprietors might 
have payed for' with a certain quantity of 
fubfiftance, of which their mercenaries find 

them- 
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thcmfelves deprived in their turn ? I anfwer, 
that in 'this hypothefis there is 00 reai dimi- 
nution, but only a removal of the net re- 
venue; that, were a thoufand proprietors tO; 
have an hundred millipns of livrea,. or, four 
millions, three hundred and feventy- five thou- 
fand pounds, fterling, of net revenue, bating 
a tenth part, a thoufand other proprietors in 
pofTefllon alfo of contracts, muft have an 
hundred millions of net revenue, with the 
addition cf a tenth part j that thefe will com- 
mand more labour than they could have done^ 
if they had not poffcfled efFcfts in paper'; in 
like manner as the others muft command 
lefs labour than they could have done, if they 
had not been obliged to pay a tenth part ; in 
fhort, that, according to this calculation, the 
quantity of labour is always the fame, be- 
caufe the wants of the ftate do not make a 
greater demand on it, than before ; and this 
is the real rcafori why well-governed nations 
ftill remain in the moft flourifhing ftate, al- 
though it be at the end of a long and expen- 
five war. . It is on this account, that the 
Engli(h are ftill rich and powerful, and 'con- 
tinue to expend, or to confume, as much as 
before the war. 

Y 4 Befort 
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Before we extend the application of thefe 
principles any farther, we cannot deny that 
there are circumftances which render them 
liable fo fome rcftrictions. We have hitherto 
fuppofed the ftate to have borrowed only from 
fubjefts. But although the greateft part of 
riches is to be found amongft thofe nations 
who are * accuftomed to recur to fuch expe- 
dients, it muft be confefled, that as foon as 
they open a fchcme for borrowing of foreign 
ftates, they obtain from them confiderablc 
lo^ns. It is ftill worfe if thefe rich and 
powerful nations are not all engaged in war 
at the fame time. For the nation which may 
have maintained a neutrality will certainly 
poffefs much riches, wi^hout having any 
channel open for their employment. It will, 
therefore, throw large fums into the funds of 
belligerent nations. ('/J Now, as we have 
before allowed that all current fpecitrs is as 
credit for the labour of another, and as all 
cxpence reprefents labour, it is not to be 
doubted, that money exported yearly into 
foreign ftates, in order to pay off thefe ar- 
rears. 



•^•^•^'—r* 



(t) This is the cafe with the Dutch, who poffefs a^ 
prefcnt a great fhare of the moft profitable French 
funds, and particularly of the Jife- annuities. 
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rears, reprefents an annual labour of the 
nation which borrows, a labour, on the part 
of this nation, barren and tributary. 

An cxaimple may make the cafe ftill plainer, 
Hamburgh is at war with Dantzick : Ham- 
burgh hath fixty thoufand inhabitants, of 
whom fome live at their eafe, whilft the others 
feek their fubfiftance by labour. The coun- 
cil of this republic might direft that the claft 
of citizens labouring in the produftion of 
abfolutely neceflary articles, (bould be the 
only clafs fuffered to continue at work ; that 
all the other workmen, artifans, &c. &c. who 
arc but the agents either of pleafure, or of 
luxury, fhould be employed in the fervice of 
the army ; but that, in order to enable them 
to fubfift, all the fuperfluities of the rich, 
that is, all which they would have expended 
in gratifying their tafte, and their amufe- 
ments, fhould be taken off; and this, to be 
more explicit, might go under the denomi- 
nation of a general tax on eafe. But what 
impediments oppofe fuch a refolution ! union 
fcarccly reigns in republics but when dangers 
are preffing. The form of the government, 
the very magiftrates are always befet with 
enemies. To what perils will the republic 

be 
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be expofed, if all fortunes fhojUd be thus 
overdirown, and all properties tliu$ attacked ! 
and then, this luxury, this eaife encours^ed 
ceruin clafles of arcifans necefTary tathe prof- 
perity of this little ftate. At once, to fuf- 
pend their occupations, and to deprive them 
of their <;uftomary profits^ mud be to brealc 
the bonds which unite them to their native 
country. On the other hand, were the bur- 
den to be divided amongft all the fubjeAs, 
a general impofuion would indeed cauie kfs 
murmuring, and, befides, the compbi^ts o£ 
the feeble axe not difturbing ; but thcie lafi; 
clafifes taxed have neither labour, nor fub- 
(iftance to d^fpofe of; and whilil money k 
demanded from them, they are compelled to 
make a faving either from their labour, ar 
from their fubfiftance. But the enemy ap- 
proaches; timeprefles! an expedient is con- 
trived. The republic is convinced that no 
more than a fixth part can be fparedfrom the 
general labour, and this fixth part may re- 
prelent the pay of ten thonfand foldiexs : but 
it muft be trebled at leaft. . . . • • Well then ! 
the fum which may be neceflary for the main- 
tenance of the reft fhall be borrowed from the 
city of Bremen, and whether the loan be 

money. 
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money, which rcprcfents fubfiftance, or fub^ 
fiftance which rcprcfents labour, the fubfidies 
not having changed their nature, the ma- 
giftrates of Hamburgh will reafon thus; 
Jhould we conclude a peace^ after the campaign^ 
we muft ftill preferve^ during three years^ the 
fiate of rejlraint into which we have this year 
thrown ourfehes. ff^ejhallfiill continue ^ during 
two years J to fpare the Jixtb part of the public 
labour 9 or the pay of ten thoufand men, in order 
to difcharge the debt due to our neighbours. We 
fhall feel this load longer 5 yet it will be *Ufs 
heavy \ it will be borne without a murmur : we 
fhall have faved the fiate ^ the governmenP^ - andy 
what is fiill more inter efting^ ourfehes. (u) 

I Ihall not mention the advantages which 
the lender is permitted to make, advantages 
which fomewhat augment, or prolong the in- 
conveniencies of the debtor ; but thefe ad- 
vantages are compenfated by thofe which the 
debtor hath been enabled . to reap from war. 
Here, the reader muft have foreftalled me : 
but, if the rich particulars of the town, ob- 
fcrving that their fortune hath been fpared, 

and 

\ I 

(u) A fomewhat fimilar propofition was made to the 
Athenians by Xenophon. See the difcourfe on the im^ 
provement of the public revenues • 
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and that the ftate allows a confiderable ad« 
vantage to thofe from whom it borrows the 
fupplies, determine from intereft, to purfuc 
meafures, to which they ought to have been 
im|)elled by a fpirit of patriotifm ; if they 
become oeeonomifts of their very enjoyments, 
that is, of the labour which they had in pay, 
in order to lend^ themfelves, this labour to 
the government ; if the fums which reprefent 
this labour be equal to half of thofe fums 
which wefuppofethe city of Bremen tohaVe 
furnifhed, Hamburgh is no longer indebted 
to the ftranger for more than the labour of 
ten thoufand men. In fhort, if the citizens 
of Hamburgh furnifh four-fifths of the fum 
borrowed, the ftate no longer remains in- 
debted for more than the labour of four 
thoufand men. As to the intereft, and re- 
imburfemems, which it owes to its own fub- 
jeds, they are manifcftly an ideal charge ; it 
muft procure the value of it, by fomenaeans 
or other. Now, it appears that the ftate re- 
takes it in fome meafure from thofe very in- 
dividuals who receive it ; I fay, in fome 
meafure, bccaufe the individuals living at 
their eafe have not lent any funds ; but this 
little inequality is of much Icfs confequence 

to 
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to the public than the welfare of the people, 
who can be no lofers, whenfoever neither 
their labour is augmented, nor thein fubfift- 
ance dimiriifhed. What would be the cafe, 
were the richeft citizens of Hamburgh to 
poflefs within their coffers, a certain quantity 
of ready money, that is to fay, credit for the 
labour of ftrangers i(x) then thefe citizens by 
carrying their money to the government 
would fupply it with means for the fupport 
of the war, without taking any thing froni 
the labour of the people ; whether this fum 
was employed in raifing foldiers, or in pur- 
chafing arms, fubfiftance, &c. Indeed the 
ftate will always have incurred expences^ but 
it will have made a good bargain; and if, 

when^ 



CxJ 1 ibally here, repeat that the reader muft not be 
furprifed fhould I ufe the word, labour ^ in preference 
to either the word, commodities, or the word, money. 
It is labour alone which fets a price dn commodities. 
The rain-water, and the river-water are not fold, be- 
caufethey do not reprefcnt any labour. Thus, every 
^ingfaleable reprefents labour, and hath no value ex- 
cept the value of the labour which it hath exaded. It 
is unnecefTary to obferve that where mention ' may. be 
made of the labour of a -thoufand men, the labour of 
ten thoufand men, it is the annual labour of a thoufand 
men, or of ten thoufand men, which mud be under- 
Hood. 
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whcnfocvcr the republic may have afleffed 
ttfelf in order to pay an indemnification to 
the rich, that is to fay, the intereft of their 
money, thefe, by receiving it in little fums, 
and fucceffively, were to feel a greater in- 
clination to expend it, the ftate would have 
carried on the war, without having been in 
faft at.any coft. It k true, that the ftate 
would alfo have one refource the lefe ; but 
what niay not be reproduced by along peace, 
a fiouriihiog commerce, and a good ad- 

I dwell the longer on thefe refle&ions, be- 
caufe it doth not appear to me, that thb point 
hath ever been fuflkiently difcufied, or that 
the cfk&s of the debt have not always been 
confounded with the efFefts of the expence. 
Mr. Hume,f>; the philofoper fo inacceffiWc 
to every prejudice, the author to whom I pay 
with fo much, plcafure a tribute of efteem, 
aitd friendfhip, hath, in my opinion, too fe- 
verely condemned the arguments ufed to fa- 
tisfy the people of England, when Davenaiit, 
and Pulteney attacked the government of the 
IFhigs. Perhaps a natural partiality to the 
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Toriesj that kind of attachment whkh fome. 
times betrays the fceptical philofopher, by 
difeovertng his fecret opinion, may have al« 
tered, for a moment, the exa^tnefs of his 
balance. He is pleafed to reduce matters 
Co an abfurdity, by fuppofing that there is ho 
end to borrowing, and that the ftate owes all 
the revenue of particolars : but I muft ob- 
fcrve that England, having more than four 
hundred mtllions of livres, French, or, fe- 
venteen millions and a half, Aerling, at ten* 
pence halfpenny per livre, of net rcvcnue,(ife?) 
and not having above one hundred and twen- 
ty millions of livres, Fi-ench, or five millio/is 
and a quarter, ftcrling, -at ten-pence half- 
penny per livre, to pay yearly as intereft 

on 



i^hl 



fzj Several xtadtrs hayeixn^gifted that the CheyaHer 
me^nt the public revenue ; but it 13 the total amount of 
the net revenue of the lands, rated according to the 
rents, to which he alludes. The total amount of our 
public debt (landing out the fifth of January, 17729 
^thp year ix\ which the French work was publiihed, al- 
though the manufcript was fent to Holland, feveral 
months before the clofe of 1771) was 127,497,619/. 
8/. 2d. 7, and the annual inteicf^, or other charges pay« 
able for theiame, amounted to 4, 5 26939 2/. ^'' ^^' '^^ 
liational debt is, now, one hundred and forty millions, 
and the annual intereft, at the rate of three and an 
half /^r cent* is five millions. K. 
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on its debts, before fuch a circutnftance 
CQuld happen, this country muft.have been 
engaged in fupporcing three tinies as many 
wars as it hath carried on finpe 2688. I 
inu(t alfo a(k againft what nations thefe wars 
are to be waged ? I muft allow that it would 
prove a very perplexing fituation, were they 
to be carried on ags^inft thofe ftates which 
are not either in debt, or obliged to borrow. 
But were the attack to be made on France, 
and on Holland, I fhould imagine that mat* 
ters would reft, at leaft, on an even footing, 
and I fbould be apt to compare thefe powers 
to players whp, with one leg tied up, engage 
at tennis *, the match would be lefs lively, 
but always equal. Were the real embarraff- 
tnents felt by the powers involved in debt to 
be ohgeded to me, and at the fame time, 
were it not to be added that thefe em baraff- 
ments are, in a great meafure, owing to the 
critical fituation in. which they . who govern 
find themfelves relatively to thofe who are 
governed, I fhould only anfwer, that every 
nation which carries on the war with great 
armies, great fleets, and to fay all in one 
word, at a great expence, muft foon be ruin- 
ed, unlefs it were to make itfelf amends for 

its 
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its lottos by pillage. Now, pillage hath- not 
taken place fitice every fubdued country be- 
gan to fubniit by capitulation^ and fince the 
conquerors have forborne from the prafticC 
bf carrying away the cattle, and reducing the 
conquered people to captivity^ 

Far from attributing the critical fituatiort 
of feveral powers to the debts which they 
have contraftedi I Ihall confider as a problem 
the flourifhing ftate in which they flill find 
themfelves, after thofc obftinate, or ridicu- 
lous wars, which they have for a long time 
paft fupported. But why fliould we impute 
that to the debt, which may be placed to the 
account of expences? Such a young prodigal 
is not ruined for having borrowed a hundred 
thoufand crowns, but for having fquandered 
them away. England hath expended in 
eighty years three thoufand millions of livres^ 
French, or, eighteen millions and three 
quarters, fterling, at .ten^pence halfpenny ^^r 
livre, beyond its revenues ; thefe three thou- 
fand millions of livres, or, eighteen millions 
and three quarters, fterling, at ten-pence half- 
penny per livre, reprefent a labour which 
might have been employed more ufefuUy in 
ploughing up, and cultivating numbers of 

Vol. II. Z heaths, 
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heaths, or in the encouragement of agricul- 
ture, in Scotland, and in Ireland. I muft 
confefs that I (hould find it difficult to point 
out other objects which, on account of the 
war, have been ncgleded. For this happy 
country every where prefents to us the image 
of profperity. Neither population, nor agri- 
culture, nor manufaftures, nor great roads, 
nor tnagniBcent eftablifhmentsi, i>or, in fhort, 
any thing feem to be wanting in England, 
And this is a terrible argument ia the hands 
of the fceptics in politics. But it muft be 
ofafervcd, firft, that the fituation of this 
country is, in every ^oint, cxtretnely fa* 
vorablc j fccondly, that the excellence of its 
government, and the wifdom of its admini- 
ftration muft have triumphed over many ob- 
ftacfcs 5 for, fuch are our errors, in politics, 
fuch arc the confcquences of a bad moral 
fyflem, and of a bad legiflation, that all the 
nations of the world, if we; except the 
Chinefe, are infinitely below that degree of 
pfofperity, to which they might attain -/third- 
ly, that this profperity of our neighbours is 
not to be confidered as the lot of all the 
Britifh empire, but of England only, a great 
part of Scotland being (till either unculti- 
vated, 
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vated, or a dfefart ; and the Irilh having 
fcarcely bpcn hitherto more than the Ilotas of 
the Englilh, I know that this is a bad po* 
licy which founds riches on exdudon^ and 
which pretends to fupport one people, Ut th^! 
expence of another people ; but it may ofkt 
foitie illufory^ and momentary advantages. 
In fliort, fince we muid trate the errors which 
the Englifli have committed^ and the co^ 
fequenccsof xhcircxceffive cxpences^ Ifhould 
imagine that we might 6nd them in Scotland, 
and in Ireland* H^ the taxes been iefs 
heavyi thcne could have been no neceffity for 
laying ^ reftraint on the importation c^ the 
Irifh provifibns, in ordicr to keep up the renti 
in England ; and if commerce had been kfs 
loaden by the duties of the cuftoms, and the 
taxes oil ^onfumptions, there could have been 
no reafon for dreading a competitor in thii 
fiftcr kmgdom. More attention might like- 
wife have betn payed to Scotland, and riches, 
ccjually difFufcd throughout the three king- 
doms, muft have increafed commerce at 
C6rk, as' at London; at Edingburgh as at 
Cork. ......... But what, if during the 

laft war, Ireland hath profpered ; if her agri- 
culture, her trade, and her population have 
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been augmented ? Then it muft be 

*'anfwered, that maritime expeditions have en- 
riched this country, which fupplics veffds 
with their lading, »and ftores, and encourages 
the trade of America. But what, if Eng- 
land hath not fufFered by this local prefeance? 

if ,....•• Yet let us haften back 

to our firft principles, for we have embarked 
in rather an unpleafing difcuffion, and repeat 
that a good adminiftration foon repairs misfor- 
tunes, and covers many incohvcniencies. 
. Let us obviate another objeftion which may 
ft ill be drawn from thefe facfts fo troublefomc 
to fyftematical reafoners, and to metaphyfical 
politicians. A great prince, an hero crown- 
ed, entered, at the very beginning of his 
reign, pn an oeconomy entirely eftabliflicd, 
^nd found; a confiderable faving which he 
hath fmce augmented; his numerous viftories 
have never been purchafed by exorbitant im- 
pofitions ; he hath not borrowed 5 it is even 
affirmed that he hath not diffipated, in the 
Jaft war, all the money which he had in rc- 
ferve ; peace having been re-eftablilhed, he 
re-eftablilhed alfo oeconomy in his expences; 
he employed himfclf in replacing thofe fums 
which he had taken from his faving : he com- 

plcted 
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pleted his treafure ; and yet his fubjcdls are 
fallen into diftrefs. The money hath dif- 
appeared^ commerce hath languiihed; the 
circulation hath flopped, and peace hath 
proved more difaftrous than wan Undoubt- 
edly, the powerful genius who prefides over 
this date, (lands in need only of his own re- 
fources, to remedy thefe temporary incon- 
veniencies 5 but may we not avail ourfelves 
of this occafion, as^ an apology for not adopt- 
ing the opinion, of Mr. Hume, who feems 
to plead in favour of the eftablilhment of a 
public, treafure ? we prefume, that there are 
no fums to be difpofed of by the ftate, which 
would not augment its riches, were they ufc- 
fuUy expended. A canal, a fea-port, a great 
road, the cultivation of a barren wafte are 
worth an hundred times more than ten mil- 
lions locked up in coffers. And befides, ex- 
perience convinces us that treafures amafled 
by an oeconomical adminiftration arefpon dif- 
fipated by a prodigal adminiftration. Charles 
the fifth pofTefled a confiderable treafure. It 
became the prey of the duke of" Anjou. 
Henry the fourth amafled more than twenty 
millions of livres, French, or eight hundred 
and feventy-five thoufand pounds, fterling, 

Z 3 ^V 
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at ten-pence halfjpenny /^ livrc, which would 
now make above fifty millions of livres^ 
French, or two millions, one hundred and 
eighty-ieven thoufand, five hundred pounds, 
Englifli, at ten- pence halfpenny per livre. 
They ferved only to enrich Italians^ and ibme 
avaricious, and fa^ious lords. 

Now, if treafures were not advantageous 
to nations^ one of thefe two circumftances 
muft happen ; either that thefe nations carry 
on the war, by the augmentation of taxes; 
or that, fuch taxes^ecoming too burdenfomf, 
the nations find themfelves obliged to borrow, 
But, in the firfl: inftance, war is not very 
ruinous > and in the fecond inftance, the real 
lieceflities, and the importance of the war 
itfelf muft be confulted. Thus, the refult 
of all thefe refleftions is, that the wars which 
are carried on at a moderate expence, are 
much Icfs diftrcfsful to the people, than thofe 
wars, the charges of which exceed their 
means; and this leads us to obferve, that 
war is more deftruftive when the party is 
beaten, or when the match is unequal; all 
thefe are circumftances which have nothing 
in cominon with the queftion concerning the 
national debt, and borrowing. 

Now, 
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Novr, that we have explained the nature 
of the national debt, and its influence on the 
happinefs of the people, it is time to inform 
the reader, that we have placed things in 
their ttioft favorable point of view. We pre- 
fume, indeed, that we have fliewn that the 
inconveniencies arifing from borrowing are 
the fame as the inconveniencies arifing from 
expence j but we muft not deny that the ne- 
ceffity of following, without interruption, 
the chain of our ideas hath occafioned us to 
omit fome important particulars. For in-. 
ftance, we have fuppofed that the govern- 
ment being under a ncceflity of returning 
annually to different incffvidaals what it might 
have raifcd to pay off the arrears of the debt, 
the fum of the revenues had not changed, and 
that, by a parity of rcafoning, the fum of 
expences, as well as the fum of labour had 
always remained the fame : we do not deny 
this aflcrtion ; but it muft be cohfidered tha^ 
the removal of revenues, and of expences is 
liable to feveral inconveniencies. Firft, it 
fuppofes that there are recoveries, and pay- 
ments which always require fome coft, whe* 
ther it be neceffary to raife contributions, or 
to fill public coffers, guard them, and occa- 
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fionally open them. Now, all thefe cofls are 
an expence which repfefcnts a labour ; and a 
barren labour, fince it doth not produce either 
fubfiftance, or enjoyment. Secondly, even 
admitting that thefe expences, being impofed 
on a territorial revenue, and, in particular, 
on the net revenue of proprietory, exaft but 
little coft in the gathering of them, and are 
of no detriment to agriculture, and to com- 
merce i ftill one great inconvenience muft 
always remain : and this is the feparation of 
the revenue, and the landed property, 

I fuppofe contrafts, and the public funds 
to be equally divided amongft all the pro- 
prietors, fo that wibfoever may have an- 
nually payed a thoufand livre3, or, forty- 
three pounds, fifteen Ihillings, Englilh, at 
ten-pence halfpenny per livre, more for the 
arrears of the debt, would he poflefled of a 
contraft of the fame yearly value. From 
this, one ' evil muft always refult, becaufe 
every diminution of the produft of a pro- 
perty tends to diminifh, in its turn,, the af- 
feftion of the proprietor, and to remove ex- 
penfive, but ufeful undertakings, fuch as 
buildings, the cultivation of barren trails, 
^Q, On the other h^tid, it frequently hap- 

pens 
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pens that an individual naturally becomes at- 
tached to the fource of his revenues ; that he 
abandons the country for the capital, and 
willingly gives the preference to an idle, and 
ufelefs life. The inequality in the divifion 
of the public effefts redoubles all thefe in- 
convenAcncies i for whilft a proprietor of 
twenty thoufand livres, French, or eight 
hundred and feventy-five pounds, fterling, 
at ten-pence halfjpenny per livrc, landed in- 
come, poffeflcs likewife as far as fifty thou- 
fand livres, French, or, two thoufand, one 
hundred, and eighty-feven pounds, ten fhil* 
lings, fterling, at ten-pence halfpenny per 
livre, of revenue, in contra&s ; a proprietor 
who hath only ten thoufand livres, French, 
or, four hundred and thirty-feven pounds, 
ten fhillings, fterling, at ten-pence halfpenny 
per livre, landed income alfo, pays the fifth 
of his revenue, and yet poffeffes no paper, 
I fhall not dwell on the facility of placing a 
capital in the public funds, and thus diverting 
the money from commerce, and removing it 
from all means of being ufcfully employed ; 
for they who have fo often repeated this com- 
mon-place obfervation, fcem to have forgot' 
ten that when one perfon purchafes a contraft, 

anothcc 
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another perfon fclis a contract, and that if 
the purchafcr doth not employ hi$ money in 
commerce^ the feller hath perhaps alienattd 
"biseffedts only to make thifs ufe of them. 
. Wcr^ the ftatc to open a new fcheme for bor- 
rowing, the cafe would be different: but 
then this inconvenience is the confequtnce of 
the aftual expence pf the government, and 
not of the debt formerly contrafted. What 
I dare affirm, i$, that the people, or rather 
the proprietors' whp, in modern focieties, 
ought alone to reprefent the nation, cannot 
avoid weakening themfclves confidcrably, 
whenfoever they may have bartered away 
their landed properties for uncertain poffefli^ 
ons 5 always within the hands of the govern- 
ment, whether this government bear the 
name of a Monarchy^ or of an Ariftocracy^ 
they muft, fooner, or later, fall into a ftatc 
of dependance. I muft farther obferve that 
if, unfortunately, the public cfFefts fhould 
be fo mu^iplied, that to undcrftand their 
value, to follow their changes, and to be 
one's felf matter of thtfe variations, be 
grown fo obfcure and difficult an art, a 
kind of barren commerce will be eflablifhed, 

called 
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called jigio\(a) a commerce which never 
fuccceds but at the expence of proprietors, 
conftantly the dupes of monicd men ; but I 
muft, likcwife, obferve that all thefe new in- 
eonveniencies ought rather to be imputed to 
the fault of the government, than to the 
debt in itfelf ; and it may be added, that 
were we to trace them to their fource, we 
fliould attribute them much lefs to the ig- 
norance, than to the weaknefs of minifters, 
fo that the laft analyfis would produce, in- 
ftead of the vices rnfeparable from borrowing, 
tliofc which fpring from wars undertaken 
againft the inclination of the people, or 
which are the neceflary confequences of all 
prevarication in the exercife of the public 
authority. 

Drawn into thefe long difcuffions, which 
are, perhaps, too dry, and tirefome to .the 
greater part of our readers, we muft not 

forget 
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(a) Jght a term chiefly ufed in Holland, aiid a^ 
Venice, fignifies the difference between the value of 
bank ftock» and the current coin. In Holland^ the 
Agio is generally three, or four per cent. At Rome, it; 
is from fifteen to twenty-five/^ cent. At Vwiice, it is 
fixed at twenty per cent. Agio alfo fignifies the profit 
arifing from difcounting notes« bills of exchanges 
&c. K. 
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forget that our principal objeft is to exaTnine 
what is the influence of the public debt, on 
the happinefs of the people. We have en- 
deavoured to leflen that fearful opinion ge- 
nerally formed of it ; this is a new method 
of eftimating it. If the debt be effentially 
an evil, as a debt, and not only as reprefent- 
ing an expence, the firft care of every go- 
vernment Ihould be to reimburfe it, as foon 
as poflible. Let us endeavour then to af- 
certain whether fuch an. operation be always 
the moft advantageous, and that we may the 
fooncreffefl: this, let us imagine that a ftatc 
hath borrowed precedendy a fum equal to 
the kbour of an hundred thoufand men, for 
the arrears of which it returns annually the 
labour of five thoufand men : let us alfo fup- 
pofe that a wife oeconomy, either in the 
maintenance of the troops, or in the expences 
of the court, permits this ftate to fave an- 
nually a fum reprefenting the labour of ten 
thoufand individuals. What ufe would it 
• make of this faving ? would it employ it in 
IdTening the general burden of the people ? 
in taking off annually from the taxes a fum 
correfpoi^ding with this faving? or would it 
apply it to the progreffive rcimburfement of 
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the public debt ? on the one hand, the debt> 
diminifhing, by little and little, would end 
by being entirely extinguiflicd ; and the peo- 
ple ; would at length ; perceive themfelves de- 
livered from every contribution which they 
furniihed towards difcharging the arrears of 
this debr^On the other hand, it may ha{>i 
pen that the taxes bcingveither exceffiye, or 
badly, daid on, the nation might feel amor^ 
prcffing n^ceffity for an immediate relief: it 
may :alfo happen that the cofts of certain im- 
pofuions being muph too confiderable, the 
annihilation of thefeimpofitions would prove 
the moft, tequifite operation 5 and this re- 
duces ^the problem to two queftions. Are 
the feopk in need of an immediate alleviation ? 
Doth it c^Ji the government more to receive^ than 
to pay* 

Firft queftion. Are the people in heed of an 
immediate alleviation ? this is an important 
confideration -, for, by fuppofing that this 
{late,, which owes a capital equal to the fum 
which reprefcnts the labour of an hundred 
thoufand pnen, could 'annually reiniburfe the 
tenth part of this fum, it is evident that, in 
the firft year, it alleviates the public burden 
m\y from the labour of five hundred per- 

fons ; 
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foils I 4nd in the following year, oiily from 
the labour of five hundred and twenty-five 
perfons ; aod fb oh. But if the contribution 
be too violent for the people^ if it eanploy 
more of their titne . and powers than they 
could conveniently difpbfe of, if it' with^ 
draw them from. labours of imi|jpv^oixient ; 
if it d*fl>rive them of that repofe which is ne* 
ceffary for thfcm, See. &ic. would it inot be 
better to renfiit annually a funn equal to the 
labour of ten thou&nd n^ien, than to retrench 
oAly the twentieth part, and to employ the 
reft iniieimburfing the public debts ? it will 
be anftirered, that the fums reimburfed ceafmg 
to reprefont a barren labour, like di^t which 
adminifters to the maintenance of aftnies, or 
ta the pomp of courts, they foon pafs from 
the proprietors of funds to the laborious 
clafles, who may augment the price.) of their 
l^bpWi or take ofFIoti-^e hours from rheir 
day's w{)rk: but are thefe returns fufiiciently 
quick, and immediate, particularly i«?hen the 
vehicles of them ought to be the current 
fpeciesi^ or paper, a kind of money which 
promotes fo many fpcculations, and fuch va- 
rious projedls? and doth it not fallow from 
thcfc reflcdions, that if the people be overr. 

loaden^ 
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loadenj it muft be better to remit the im- 
pofitions, than to rcimburfe the debt? 

Second queftion. Doth it C0ft theftaie mere 
to receive:^ Jban to pay ? this is an extremely 
interefling enquiry. For, if in order to re* 
imburfe annually a fum equal to the laboui* 
of ten thoufand men, the government ftiduld 
be obliged to exad from the people, a fum 
equ^l to the hbour of twelve thoufand m^; 
they will have made a very bad bargaiifi-, iri 
fad) to put. matters oh ah even footing, il 
Would be ftquifite that the payment of their 
creditors ihould exaft an over-afleffment near- 
ly equal: I fay^ Jtedrly equals becaufereigard 
tnuft be had to the difcharge of the int^reft. 
But let us defcend into a plainer ro^d, and, 
for a moment) leave our abftrafted formu-^ 
laries^ to produce an example taken from our 
own country. Many pcrfons believe that the 
cuftoms coft more than twenty per cent, col- 
leftiiig. They may bring in about fifteen 
millions of livrcs, French, or, fix hundred 
find fifty-fix thoufand, two hundred and fifty 
poiands, fterling, at ten -pence halfpenny per 
livrc. i afk,^ now, if, when in 1 764 a fink- 
ing fund for twenty millions of livres,. French, 
or, eight hundred and feventy-five thoufand 

pounds. 
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pounds, ftcrling, at ten-pence halfpenny pet 
livre, was eftabliftied, it would npt have been 
more profitable to have abolifticd the.duties 
pf the cuftomsj or to fpeak more properly, 
to. have changed then) into a fimple territorial 
impoft, which ftill producing a certain re* 
venue, might have facilitated the ccnverfion 
of the Gabelle^ or duty upon fait, into a tax 
engrafted by a pound rate, on the land-tax 
or twentieth penny. I know the difficulty 
of reafoning from this illufory reimburfe* 
men.t, which exafted other refources 5 but 
might not thefe refources have arifen more 
eafily from an improvement of the condition 
of the country, than from only paying the 
creditors with bills upon another, a payment 
n^ore worthy of a difcounter, than of a mi* 
nifter. To thefe diflferent confiderations, I 
fliall alfo add, that even fuppofing thefe im- 
pofitions to be wifely laid on, and coUeded 
with oeconomy, it is requifite that the gp- 
vernment Ihould not. think of reimburfc- 
ments, until it had been fully known that no 
occafion more preffing for the employment 
of money ftood in the way. Although France 
had aboliihed the duties on the cuftoms, and 
the Gabelki I Ihould ftill confider canals of 

com- 
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communication between the Somme^mid tha 
Efcaui^ between the Mofelky the Meufe^ and 
the Marnt^ between the Saone^ and the Setne^ 
as more ' ufeful undertakings, than a reim« 
burfement of fixty millions. As much may 
be advanced in favour of the introdud;iQn) 
and regular repair of great roads, the con- 
ftrudtion of bridges, the draining of feps^ 
the cultivation of waftes, &c. ^ Neither muft 
it be forgotten, that the reimburfement o£ 
debts infpires all governments with an in* 
clination for war ; whereas ufeful expences 
render peace advantageous, without fhorten* 
ing its duration. 

After having confidered this fubjeft, in fo 
many different points of view, every im* 
partial reader mud agree with us, that, ex- 
cepting fome inconveniencies which we have 
already mentioned, the national debt is not 
' fo great an evil as hath been imagined : that 
it is only a real evil, in as much as it repre* 
fcnts cxceffive expences; in fhort, that its 
reimburfenDent is not abfolutely neccflary^ 
nor even the moft important objedt of a good 
adminiftration. Perhaps the reader may not 
regret that he hath favoured us with his at- 
tention, (hould he feel a conviction that 
Vol. II. A a the 
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th€ misfortunes of his fcUow-ckizens, nay ^ 

mof'e, the misfortunes of his kind, (for who 

« 

IbaU hold humatiity witMn the limits of em- 
pires ?) ire not |»'oportional to* thofe enor- 
mous debts^ the mafs of which appears, at 
the firft glance, fo overwhelming. The pro* 

fefied panegyrifts of kings are juftly funk 
into contempt, but the comforter of the 
people deferves to be chcrilhed, and efteem- 
cd ; efpecially if, whilft he encourages them 
TO hope, he d6th not conceal frojn them their 
dangers ; if he makes no attempts to infpirc 
theiti with a falfe fecUrity ; and if whenibever 
he would mitigate the opinion which they 
tnay have formed of their misfortunes, he 
takes care to prove to them, that they may 
ftill attain to a much better fituation. Such 
a perfuafion, fuch a difpofition of minds 
leems, in my opinion, the rhoft favorable to 
every kind of progrefs. It is equally removed 
from that morofe difcontetit which defpairs 
of every thing, and from that vain confidence 
which doubts nothing. Let us leave thofe 
who are called to the painful carels of go- 
vernment, to calculate all the moral circum- 
ftances which ought to modify general prin- 
ciples 5 but fmce, during our leifure, we have 

prc- 
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prdumed tbac it was in our power tb unfold 
thde pHnciplcs, let us^ at leaft, endeavour tb 
cQmplete our full career, by Shewing theii^ 
conieqoenoes $ and whether our readers be 
inclined to refute, or to commend ais. Jet us 
fsLVt our cenfurers, and pur approvers from 
the toil of fearcfaing«after the refuk of our 
opinions^. 

it is not unuiefuUy that we have eftimated , 
as public labour, all the contributions of the 
people, and ail the expences of the govern* 
ment. The refuk is, that in the actual form 
of ibcieties, all labour reprefents ibbfiilancc 
for one part of the citizens, and enjoymenty 
for die od^er part; that every difpofition 
whkh attacks this comiiKrce, makes a direft 
stf tack on the welfare pf nations ; that all 
public eicp^nce is abibliiKely in this predi^ 
catpeni:» and that, of courie, it ought always 
to be cpn(idered as a minimHm^ that is, it 
ought ^Iw^ys to be the fmalleft expence 
poffible. We ,have already obferved, that 
fecurity an4 prefer^ation were the natural 
limits of this oeconomy. It is therefore the 
buflnefs of thofe who govern, rightly to tm- 
derftand thefe limits, and to take all their 
precautions, left, at any time, they fhould 

A a 2 either 
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cither not reach th^m, or pafs beyond them* 
XKc number of foldiers, and of fortrcfles, is 
of all expencejs^ ttrat which makes the deep* 
eit in>pre0ion on the inhabitaots of capitals. 
And yet were they to rcfteft that the different 
powers .can fcarcely difarm, but in concert, 
and tp call up to their remembrance, the 
terrible confequences which have fometimcs 
followed the lofs of a battle, or the reduftion 
of a town, they would be more moderate iu 
their cenfures, nor defire that the father of a 
family, obliged .to leffcn the number bf his 
Itoufehold^ fhould begin by. fending away his 
porter. Thcfc errors, fo common amongit 
us, can only arife from the cuftom which wc 
have adopted of making a difttnftion between 
the Sovereign^ and the State. It is the So- 
vereign who pay $ the troops; it is, therefore, 
concluded that this expence comes from himj 
and it is this ;which muft be firft attacked. 
But I would a(k whether forty thou&nd 
monks are Icfs chargeable, or more fcrvicc- 
able to the ftatethan forty thoufendfoldiers.C^j 

What- 



(b) It is with plcafure, that we find ourfelvcs enabled 
to affure the reader, that there are but forty thoafand 
monks in France ; and thefe are exaflly forty thoufand 
tooxnany. 
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Whatfoevcr the arrangements may be, it muflr. 
be requifite for the maintenance of the monks, 
and the. foldiers, either that 'the claffes of 
cultivators, and workmen augment their 
labour, or that there be a diminu^n of en- 
joy ments^ in the clafs which furnifhes fub- 
fiftance. Without entering into any theolo- 
gical difcufCons, it may be affirmed, that 
there arc countries, in which the Clergy are 
reduced to Bilhops, to' Curates, and to Vi- 
cars. There, are, even, countries who have 
no ecclefiaftics, excepting Paftors* Thcdogr 
mat a of thefe people may be erroneous, yet 
it is not, on this account, lefs true that they 
have as lively a faith, ^ and are more ftriftly 
moral, than fome nations overwhelmed with 
priefts and monks. If, within Ibme of thcfc 
nations, the number of thefe ufelefs men 
ihould ftill amount to forty thoufand perfons, 
I affert that the reform of • forty thoufand 
monks, or the reform of forty thoufand fol- 
diers would equally relieve the people, re- 
latively to contributions,' that is; to thofe 
favings which muft have been made from 
their enjoyments, or their fubfiftance. I 
now leave others to decide which clafe is 
the moll uf(;ful . clafs : but I think that I 

A a 3 may, 
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may, /at all hazards, infure the miliu^ 
qlafs.!, 

I &^1I not, here, repeat what hath been fo 
often obferved concerni'mg the celibacy of the 
ecdefiaftty, and, particularly, of the monks. 
I write for inftriiifiied readers, forrea^s more 
u^rafted than myfclf; I oflfer my ideas to 
the greatdt part of thefe readers, as lihtold 
oflfer then), in i converfation with men of 
Hftderftlnding 5 and I only avail'myfelf ctf the 
means which printing affords, in order to ex- 
tend a Commerce Which hath always been the 
happinefs of roy life : in this comnierCe, each 
individualjhould only offer fiich of his ideas 
as dught to be new to others : and. fuch, in 
my opinion, is the following idea. I thinki 
that of all the religious orders, fuch as have 
been lefs hurdcnibme to the ftate, are thofe 
againft Wh^ch the greatefl clamours have 
arifen ; and thefe orders are the ricl>eft of all. 
The Benedidlines, the monks of Premontre; 
and the Bernardines are much lefs numerous 
thati the Francifcans, and all the Mendicants. 
They itiay be confidercd as a fociety^ of pro- 
j^rietors, who ufing moderately their net re- 
venue, throw back a part of it in advance, 
end towards improvement, A celebrated 

author 
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author hath already fawured us with ati eu* 
logy of the cuhm^ of the monks, but wn 
indudions greatly dtifer, bccaufe he Imh 
confidered as.a juftification of alt the nionk$» 
what was but an excufe fpr ibnEie of thcrt)* 
Mr. Humc(c) hath alio qs^umed wbf^ker 
ti^fepopijb infiiPuHons be f$ iiffiruSive M.tH 
pepukufmfs of afiaie^ as u Cfmmonfy imaginfid* 
He fuppofes that, w^t tie lani^ which he- 
I$ngs to a convent^ Ufieiwed on 4 nokhmany he 
would Jpond its revenues on dogf^ borfesy groams^ 
footmen^ iooksy and boufe-maids \ wi his /^« 
mly would not furnijh maip more citizens than 
the comment. But, who would compare the 
expence and . magnificence difplayed at a 
nobleman's feat, with .tfte doinelliQ eftabUHi-' 
ment of a convent ? belides, it is much more 
by their number, thact by their riches^ that 
the monks prove detrimental to fpcicty. We 
know, and we not a little defpife thofe Men-* 
dicants, whofe only rcfourcc is their in?i- 
pudence, and whofe only capital is fuper- 
ftition : but we have no idea of the imtnenfe 
contributions which they levy in the country. 

A a 4 Wfive 

ffj See EJ^y on the fofuloufiiifs cf ancient nations^ 
8vo. V. 2. p. 192, 
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Were a fovereign, perplexed by a difficulty 
in paying hia troops, to fend thirty thoufand 
men into the different villages, and give 
orders to their commanders to fee them main- 
tained by the people, but at the eafieft rate 
that polfibly could be devifed ; what clamours 
would be levelled at this arrangement ! an 
arrangement confefledly vicious, yet much 
lefs fo than the permifllon with which the 
monks are indulged to abufe the public cre- 
dulity. It is a pernicious toleration which, 
indeed, furnifhes them with no coadive force, 
but leaves them in pofieffion of fuch formi* 
dable arms, wherewith to attack the fimple, 
and ignorant, as are equivalent to an order 
to opprefe the weak, and to refpeft the 
ftrong, 

Let us,^ now, turn back and examine 
whether all the metit of thefe rich abbeys be 
not confined to the fingle circumflance of 
being lefs pernicious to the flate, than that 
fwarm of Mendicants, with which it is in» 
fefted. It hath been obferved that the monks 
are better proprietors than the gentlemen : 
but why are . the gentlemen poor ? becaufe 
the Clergy, and the monks have gotten pof- 
felfion of all their riches, It may as well be 

faid. 
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faid, that the receivers of the revenues are 
more ufeful to the ftace, than the little te^ 
nants ; for their lands are. certjiinly better 
cultivated. Much noife hath been made con- 
cerning that portion of their revenues, which 
the religious orders employ in the improve*' 
mentof their eftates* But hath any perfon 
cxadlly calculated whether all thefe improve- 
ments have been the fruit of their own far-; 
ings ? hath any account been kept of all jhofc: 
oblations, of all thofe legacies in ready: cafli, 
which pillaged the patrimony of individuals, 
and thus leflened their properties, in order to 
fupply thefe abbeys with money wherewith 
to raife mulberry trees, to dig moats, and to 
extend their plantations ? I am convmcedT 
that if my anceftors had diftributed pardons, 
and received offerings, my family lands 
would have been as well cultivated, as tho 
lands of any abbey. 

This next objeflion fcems to be unanfwer* 
able. Shall we oppofe abufes, to: abufes ? 
then, let* us draw a parallel between the ex- 
pences of fome particular iquanderers, and 
the immenfe capitals which thefe abbeys have 
employed in buildings, and which they ftill 
Jay out in keeping up thefe houfes.. What 

farms 
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farms mtgkt formerly have btearaifed with 
thofe &ms whkh h^ve been expended, and- 
ftlU are expended, on tbe monafterics of 
Citeaux, of Clervaux^ of Premontire, of 
Saint Bertin, of Saint Eloy, of Sisiint Deni% 
&c. We are aftonilhed at the poverty which 
ciur anceftocs have tranfmitced to us^ Slaves 
more abje& than the Egy^tians^ we have 
employed our laboor in conftruding pyra- 
mids, whilft . the Nile did not fertilize our 
lands: we have put together mean huts -, we 
have flept under the thatoh, whilft we have 
elevated even to the ikies, the fanftuaries of 
a God, who was contented to be bom in a 
ftable i and whilft we have lodged under 
gilded roofs, the fiKcefibrs of a fiflierman, 
and a money changer -r or rather the fucceffors 
of thofe folitaries who lived in wild caves, 
and dwelled within the cavities of the rocks. 
It is cuftomary to alledge. in favour q£ thefe 
monks, the will of the founder, long pof- 
feffioo, and prefcription : but who amongft 
us, may not confxder himielf as *an heir,, 
dripped by ecclefiaftics ? we talk of pre- 
fcription! undoubtedly there may be pre- 
fcriptions from particular individuals, to par- 
ticular individuals 5 but can there be prc- 

fcriptions 
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fcriptbns £tom one clafs cf citizens^ ta ano^ 
ther clafs' of citizens ? can ppefcriptions cxift 
in oppodtiotii to the public '*relfare ? 

Whilftiwe unfolded 'our abft rafted prin^ 
ciples, wc obfervcd that no faving could ht 
truly advantageous t6 the ftatc, except -^ ifHe 
faviog which diminilhcs the number of ufe-^^ 
lefs men maintained > at the expehce of prd-^ 
duAive and indiiftrious nien. If we af ffty 
<befe principles te fomc mbcierh nations; attd^ 
for example, to France, we (hall find that 
her aftual fituation, and her preffing wants 
daily oblige her to make an attack upon pro^ 
perty. Now, which is the moft facred, the 
|)roperty which is aflerted by the idle, and 
ufelefs man, who hath renounced the world, 
who beftows no children on the ftate, WIki 
ftands in no predicartient of the civil order, 
and who^ at length, difappears from the fur- 
face of the earth, without leaving even the 
traces of his footfteps ; or the property which 
js claimed by the induftrious citizen, the cul- 
tivator, who ferves his prince, and the ftate,^ 
and Vho relying on the public faith, married, 
and brought up his children, with that con- 
fidence which ought never te be deceived ? I 
will fuppofe that the diminution of the ec- 

clefiaftical 



I 



364 AN ES SAY ON 

ckfiaftic^l revenues may. be confidered as a 
bankruptcy ; but is. nbt every - impdfition 
which confumes top;, large a part of the re-, 
venues, which fmk$.tb€ctedit, or proves the 
deftruftipn of the funds, the bankruptcy of 
the citizen ? and thefe papers, thefercontrafts 
fecurcd by having been entered iih.fbrnial re- 
cords; are not thc{p flfg f>/pp(Erti^S:? it. is this 
circumftahce which muft be refpedbed. We 
fear to attack the monks I and who (hall 
plunder us ? (hall we b^ plundered by thofe 
men, who have never employed the riches 
which they ftrd^gle to preferve 1^ by men, 
who prefer liberty to thefe idle properties, of 
which they cannot difpofe^ and who behold 
them every day converted into uf^^lefs pomp? 
Our opinions are changed ; this: is. A fa6t 
beyond a doubt. Let us ftruggle no more 
againft a current which forces us along, but 
doth not drive us into any port. It is not Ir- 
religion, but found policy that (hall throw 
open the cloifters. It is not avarice which 
fliall gain ■ by the plunder, but the poor peo- 
ple, the cultivators, the artifans*, and {€ far 
will our morals be from finking amidft the 
ruins of prejudices, that the' Clergy, the 
Biihops, and the Curates^, the true miniftcrs 
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of morality, and vcrtue, Ihall refume their 
rank, and receive that relpeft, to which they 
are entitled. All the fanatics who nriaintain 

ancient fuperftitions 5 all the hypocrites who 

» 

endeavour to acquire confequence, by defend- 
ing fome old maxims, do, therefore,' ufe- 
Icfsly devote themfelves to the execration of 
all good men, by llruggling to retard ^ re- 
volution, which will be efFefted in fpite of 
their efforts to the contrary. 

But I forget that this p^ower, which they 
will never be able to excrcife over events, 
may be direfted by them againft individuals,. 
Yes, I do forget it, and I forget it with 
pleafure, whilft I give a loofe to the pure 
zeal which animates me, and to the integrity^ 
of my intentions. But, what an author 
Ihould never forget, is, to keep within the 
limits of his fubjeft. Whatfoever latitude our 
fubjeft may allow, we muft bound our reflexi- 
ons within the point at which they were de- 
figned to reft. We are not without ^ppre- 
henfions, that the impatience of the rea4er 
may have already intimated to him, that we 
are near the end of our career ; we fhall, 
therefore, haften to conclude it, by refuming 

' the principal ideas contained in this eflay. 
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if the objcfib of the enquiries into which 
we have entered^ was to determine what was 
the condition of Jiumanity, throughout the 
<JifFercnt epochs of hiftory, k muft not be 
fojgotten that this long, and painful labour 
tends to one great refuk, without which it 
might be confidered as a barren fpeculation. 
Whilfl: feveral enlightened, and refpcdable 
writers have ftriven to dire6t mankind into 
the roady which leads to the greateft poiBble 
happinefs, we have chofen, for our talk, to 
"examine whether the focial date be efFeftively 
fufccptible of improvement; we have been 
jparticularly defirous of obviating this, ob- 
jeftion^ it is, indeed, a common obje^ion 5 
but it is extremely important, and extrepiely 
dangerous. In what will all this end? . • . • • 
wiil not men be cofiftantly the fame ? now, to 
arrive at the fejttlf nient of this point, the way 
is plain before us. 

Firft, we may reft afllired that the legifla- 

< ■■ .. . ' ' ■ .. "** 

tion, morals, and quftoms maintain .fuchai[i 
empire over the paffions, that they may give 
rife to infinite differences in the focial ftate ; 

and 
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and as thefe differences can never be' found 
btit between two principal points, the good^ 
and the erii, ic is very certain that iegiilati- 
on and morak may render fnen either more^ 
or leis happy. But this is .an ardcleon which 
there can be no occafion to expatiate as^, 
here, . our labours , have been fore£baUi^d 
by very celebrated authors, amongft whom 
tw6C4i have (ec this niatter in the ckanefl: 
light. Secondly, it remained far us to prove 
the thing by the faft, that is, to affijfe our* 
felves that if mankifid had not already made 
a great progrefs in true polity, no confer 
quence could be drawn from it, in favour of 
the futupe ; becaufe it ik evident, not 'Only 
that they have generally negleded this ob^ 
jefl, but diat even when they have payed 
fome attention to k, they banre been far from 
<dx)ofing the bed means towards the attdh- 
Tnent of it; It is to the& oonliderations that 
vrt have been more particulady attsiched. 

They 



fdj Prcfident dc Montcfqaifcu,^!! his E^rit zfaioix, 
and Mr. *Kelyetii]s» in his book Dt PE/pHt. Thei^liOl 
author died at Paris in DeceinJber 1 77 1. His euli^ium 
bath beep lately publifhed, to whicl^ as to a beautiful^ 
but not an heig^itencd piAureof one of /^^ noble/^'<works 
vf Qody the reader muft feel a pleafure in referring. K« 



•♦' 



368 . AN. ESSAY ON 

They haire induced us to colleft together tli« 
moft probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftory hath tranfmittcd 
to us. . Wc have met only with obfcuritics 
and contradiiftions, in the few informations 
handed down to us, concerning the old mo- 
narchies, fuch as the niionarchies of the 
Egyptians, the Aflyrians, the Medes, &c. 
but we were at no lofs to difcover that def- 
potifm and fuperftition reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world. Now, 
as all authority, which is not exercifcd for 
the welfare of the whole, * can only have 
beert founded on force j and impofture, we 
were not aftoniflied to find robbery, and 
ufurpalton appearing with the firft kings, and 
propagating themfelves with the firft people.. 
Faffing from honce, to the eftabliihment of 
the' moft ancient republics, we have dilcover- 
cd'that the fpirit of ambition and jcaloufy 
had but too confuierable an influence over 
theic legiflation ; and if fome of thcfe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they founded 
this dtfence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional t6 that forced 
ftate, in which they Iprang up. In faft, 

whilft 
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whilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary fuccefles^ and 
whilft ic happened that moral and phyfical 
c^ufes multiplied men in fome places, and 
under fom€;:eftabli(hments, it appeared that * 
the Icgiflations were fp little able to bear with 
thefe unexpecied advantages, that it became 
neceflary to difperfe the increjafing population, 
and to found new colonies. Now, thefe co- 
lonies being only able to fejttle in defart coun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpoliflied 
people, new r^laxions of fuperiority were in- ♦ 
troduced, exiiling in faft, but more ^ex^g- 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther to remove th^ re- union of the people^ 
fourcc of every focial vertuc 5 fo that naan- 
kind f)erceived themfelves divided into three 
clafles which feenied tp weigh down each 
other-, numerous, and ancient nations in fub- 
jeftion to monarchs ; aftive and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
ment-, and favage, and untutored people, ' 
who concealed themfelves in the woods, fron^ 
whence they never iflued biu in fwarms, or 
made themfelves knowa but by invalions. > 
' In this ftate of things, it became di/ficult 
for true .morality and found polity cithejc to 
Vol. II. B b Tprin^ 
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Ipring up, or to propagate themfelves. It is 
not to be cxpefted that fclf-intereft will fearch 
after by-paths, when it can meet with fhortcr 
and more cafy roads. Mankind were al- 
ready acquainted with riches, and all the 
other advantages of civil life. There was no 
interval between the defire of pofieffing, and ' 
the inclinattion to invade. In this quarter, 
gold was found •, .in that quarter, were ivory 
and perfumes. It was the bufinefs of force 
to acquire thcfe treafures, for which induftry 
had prepared no exchange. Foreigners were 
called Barbarians. Nothing more was want- 
ing to authorife a feizure of their pol&I&ons, 
whilft the owners were reduced to captivity. 
Apiculture, and the arts,' offered more eafy 
' enjoyments, yet ftill it was by the labour of 
flavcs that thefe were to be procured. In 
Ihort, if, at that period, man had been ftrip. 
ped of the power of opprclTing man, he 
would have felt himfelf as deftitute, as he 
muft be, in our times, were he deprived of 
the afljftance of domeftic animals. 

We need not proceed any farther ; and, if 
^the reader hath hitherto been pleafed to fol- 
low us, he muft, undoubtedly have antici- 
pated our intention of preffing . forward to 

one 
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one great, and general principle : and this is^ 
that before a fingle legiQation every way fuit- 
able to them, can be eftablilhed amongft 
mankind, the firft ftep mud be to aQimilate 
them. We beg leave to unfold this idea. 

Whilft the knowledge of the enlightened 
ages was imperfed, and confined within a 
narrow compafs, and whilft the world con* 
. tained only a fmall number of enlightened 
9ges^ ambition, and the fpirit of conqueft 
muft have prevailed exclufively over everj . 
other principle. At Sparta^ they were enf- 
tirely engaged in concerting meafures for the 
ruin of Athens. At Syracufe, they were 
bufied in forming plans for the deftrudioa 
of Carthage-, and lb on. To triumph over 
Ipme few rivals, was triumphing over the 
whole world. Rome held out the example 1 
vi^orious over Carthage, (he conquered 
Greece, and afterwards all the nations which 
werC} at that time, known. Let us fuppoie 
that two individuals at Saint Domingo were 
to contend for an habitation; he who had 
gained the baxtle would remain upon the 
fpot, by this fingle circumftance, rendered 
the m after of a thoufand negroes. Now, 
what hath eftablilhed, during every period, 

B b 2 fo 
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fb great a difference betweeri man, and man, 
between' nation, and nation ? it is ignorance, 
or rather error ; truth is one, but error is in- 
finitely varied. Error is reproduced under a 
thoufand different forms, and, above all, can 
modify humanity through every pofEble de- 
gree of debafement and degradation. To 
the light itfelf, therefore, to true philofophy 
belongs the power of changing the lot of 
men : and if, after all which hath been ob- 
ferved relatively to this fubjeft, a doubt 
Ihould ftill remain, let the effeft, produced 
by the two fole' events which feemed to point 
towardii this end, be particularly examined. 
I mean the re- union of nearly all the known 
world, under the Roman empire, and the 
aftonifhing propagation of chriftianity, which 
happened about the fame time. Why did 
not fo many people, TubjeA to the power of 
the Caefars, and exifting under the fame laws, 
live, I will not fay as brethren, but only as 
beii^fi of the fame fpecies ? it was becaufe, 
on the one hand, truth was not featcd on the 
throne; and becaufe, on the other hand, 
there ftill remained too many barbarous na- 
tions, through the darknefs of which, truth 
h^ not as yet been able to penetrate. Why 

. . did 
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did notctu'iftianity difTufe amongft mankind^ 
an uniform and general fyftem of morality ? 
it was becaufe, whatfoever might have been 
, the fpirit which prefided over its eftablifli- 
ipent, a blind palTion, a fordid intereil, and 
odious rivalries followed it^ and even guided 
its. progrefs. Its morality foon difappeared 
under its multiplied dogmata \ and this mo-f 
ralitv itfelf was never extended to all the dif- 
ferent relations of man, in his focial ca- 
pacity. 

And yet chriftianity did not fail to draw 
its profeflbr's nearer to each other; *and to* 
wards the fifteenth century^ when the people, 
wearied out by fuperftitions, and eager after 
truths, began to reckon a little with the 
priefthood, it could not have been known 
what would have happened in Europe, if . 
the difcovery of a new world had not retard- 
ed the progrefs of this dawning reafon. 
Then all rekpfed into the diforders qf ancient 
times. Immenfe countries, weak, and ig- 
norant people were as baits to the ambition 
of maritime nations ; and thus it is, that 
men return to their firft propenfity, the de- 
fire of invading, and of obtaining all by vio- 
lence, rather than by labour. Defpotifm, 

B b 3 and 
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and an intolerance grew rich in th^ moment 
when they ceafed to be (Irong; thus, the 
progrefs of humanity was impeded. 

You, who live, and, cfpccially, you, who 
begin to live near the clofc of the eighteenth 
century, congratulate yourfelvcs on finding 
America peopled from pole, to pole, with 
European nations. Congratulate yourfelvcs 
On perceiving the excellent conftitution of 
Great-Britain reproducing itfelf over a fpacc 
of more than eight hundred leagues of coafts. 
Rejoice th;jt a Czar Peter, an Elizabeth, a 
Catherine have at lead begun to civilize thofe 
northern countries, from which the enemies 
of the earth, in former times, rufhed forth. 
You will lamtnt, as I do, but, probably, you 
^ill not always lament that a fpirit of avarice, 
and exclufion Ihould have debarred the moft 
fertile fhorcs of Afia from the advantages of 
rocitcy, and from the leaft portion of the 
profperity of Europe, You will, doubtlefs, 
demand that, through the favorable affiftancC 
of the numerouii eftablilhments, to which 
commerce hath given rife, felicity, (if I n»y 
ufe the exprelTion) be made to encompafs all 
thofe vaft parts of the world which are ftill 
barbarous, ftill too far removcci from pe^ 

feftion, 
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fcAion, in order that fenftblc naihda maybe 
induced to defire a longer life, if it be true 
that ienQble minds can cheriih life. How-. 
focvcr wicked, howfoever corrupted we may 
be, we love our kind, our likenefs. We love 
our likenefs becaufe we love ourfelves. There 
cannot bea.raorejuft expreffion, were it well 
trinderftood! we love all which is identkal 
with ourfelves, all which calls us home toour* 
felvcs V and by this word likenefs^ muft be 
unilerftooJ whatfoever tefcmbles us in fts^ 
turcs, minners, cuftoms^, and even it Ian- 
guage. Affimilate mankind, therefore, and 
you make them friends. But, above all, en« 
deavour to aflimilate them by their opinions. 
Whilft wc fix the bounds of our underftand. 
ing, let us contraft the field of error. The 
neceffaries of the mind are fcarcely more ex- 
tenfive than the neceffaries of the body. Let 
us learn to know, ^nd > to be ignorant : in 
particular, let us fear the marvellous, and 
,even the fublime. Pbilofophers ! Preachers ! 
Moraiifts ! rather employ your talents in form- 
ing a people of honeft men, than a fmall 
number of heroes ; and whatlbever may be 
the fource of our vertues, let us believe that 
all which tends to multiply men within the 

B b 4 nations. 



3?e AN ESSAY ON 

nations, ^nd'rich crops, over thcTurfaccoJ 
the earth, is good in itfelf, is good from in- 
trinfic excellence, and preferable to all which 
appear* valuable in the eyes of .prejudice.('fj 

(t) We mult.nocconce^ from the reader, that the 
celebrated Muratori publifhed, about twenty year; Goce, 
a work entitled titUa puiliiafiUiita.* We were ignorant 
of it ourfelvep, <vbcn engaged in the work, which we 
offer to the pablici and are now happy in paying this 
tribute of applaufe to the Italian'author, who favours 
ill with feveral very judicious refleftiont oi) difierenC 
fubje£ts in tnorality utd politict. We mull, at the 
fame time, obfen'e that his plan hath no conneAion 
with ours, as he treats this matter dogmatically, whilft 
we have almoft c6n'ftantly confined ou'rfelves wichiB 
hifiorical diftuffions and fimple obfervatioris. 

• A FrAck tranJlaliDH of tiii lueri -was latily puiS/btJ 
ft ijpwj, ti aotUb wat frtfixed tbe li/t of MiiraW>,'wi'i"(4 
Pjf t(i Hefbfw. K- 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 



In Chapter I. page 9. line 4. Dollandus is men- 
tioned ; the paflage fliouldrun exadly thus : ** like the 
** aflronomers, before the difcovery of D olio nd,* they 
" made ufe of glafles, which did not carry to a fuffi- 

♦♦ cient diftance." 

•. ■ • ■ 

. • •* See alfo two articles in the iixty fecond yplqme 

" of the philofophical tranfadions. The title of the* 

" firft article is, a letter from Mr* Peter Dollondy po 

** lienjil Majkelyne^ F, R. S» and afironomer royaU de- 

*^* fcribing Jome additions and alterations made to Hadle/s 

^* quadrant ^ to render it more fer^iceahle at fea.^* The 

title of the fecond article is, ** Remarks on Hadley* s' 

•* quadrant^ tending principally to remonje *the difficulties- 

^* that ha*ve hitherto attended the ufe of the back obfer^uati"' 

** o», and to oh'viate the errors that might arife from a 

** fwant of parallelifmy in the tivo furfaces of the inden* 

•* glafs'y hy NevilMafielyne, F, R* S, a^ronomer royalJ' K-- 

Chapter II. page 89. line 4* The modern philofo- 
pher is Moniiepr Helvetius. 

Chapter III. page 116. line 10. When the Ottomans, 
and with them barbarifm took pofleffion of Greece, 
Andrew John Lafcaris fled to the landluary of learned 
men, the houfe of Laurence de Medicis. This illuftri— 
ous Florentine, buiied in forming a library, fen t him 
twice to Conftantinople, in fearch of manuscripts. At- 
his return, Lewis the twelfth invited him to Paris, from 
whence he repaired to V^enice, in the charafter of am- 
baflador, and acquitted himfelffo ill, that it was ob- 
ferved how much better calculated he was for a libra- 
rian, than a minifter of ftate. He died of the gout^ 
in hi» ninetieth year. I;Iis grammar, publiflied iri 
1476, at Milan, was" the firil book printed in the Greek 
language. (See Mattaire Annales Typographici^ torn, i . 
*. 122.) Dante, and Petrarch died fome years before 
Lafcaris was born. K.. 

Hernonvmus 
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Hcrnonymus Spartanas, anoth^jr fugitive Greeks wai 
I'^ceived into France, by Ijewis tliie eleventh, concern* 
ing whofc regard for literature, Naude complains, and 
perhaps ^ith juftice, that hiflorians have b^n too filent. 
GregOfius Typhernas, TranqoUlus Andronicns, and 
Herndnymus were the correflors of the prefs, and the 
great promoters of the Greek language at Paris. Yet 
thcfc had been preceded by men of fupcrior eminence 
in polite learning, and Dante, and Petrarch had tcr- 
xliinated a glorious career, when the .Grecian empire 
was overthrown by the Barbarians. K. 

Chapter V. note ("yj page 208. The reader maf 
gather a vague idea of the Hate of agritulturc in Scot- 
land, at the beginning of the laft century, from the 
" Fennileffe filgrimage'* of John Taylor, the water- 
poet, made thither in t6i^. If the writer hath not 
dealt in fidlion, to compliment the native country ot 
his royal patron, the pafiiige proves that North Britain 
^as, in its lefi cultivated condition, widely different 
from a land o£ famine, .,...** I was credibly infofm- 
** cd that within the compaffc. of one yeere, there was 
** fhipped away from that onely port of Lecth, four- 
** fcorc thoufand boles of wheat, oat^s, and barley into 
•* Spaine, France,, and other forraine parts, and ^very 
*' bole the meafure of foure Engllftie bufhe'ls ; fo that 
*' from I.eeth onely hath been tranfpor^ed three hundred 
*' and twenty thoufand bufhels of cornQjg^ beftdes, fome 
«* hath been Clipped away from Saint Andrewes, from 
*' Dundee, Aberdecne, Difert, Kirfcady, Kiiighorne, 
** Burnt Hand, Dunbar, and other portable townes, 
•* which makes me wonder that a kingdome' y^ populous 
** as it is, fliould nevcrthelefle fell fo much bread come 
*• beyond the ieas, and yet to have m of e than fu^cient 
•* for themfelves." See Taylor's works, folio, 1650, 
page 130. . 

Chapter V. pagei 213. line 4. The following' 
note, to which a marginal mark ihould have referred a( 
the end of the words " happy ptopUt* hath, through 
the negligence of the tranilator, been omitted in the 
body of the work. 

See in the tragedy of JS/chyluSf entitled, the Je^em 
'thiifs brforo Thebes, a defcription of thoie calamities ta 
which a conquered city is expofed, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hume obfeires (from Diodoms SiculnSy Bi. i8.) 
that nvhem jfleximder prdirti all tbi exiles to he reftwred 
throughout all tbi cities^ it luas found that the nuhoh 
amounted to t«wenty thcujand men' And here I maft re- 
mark that this confideration may ferve to explain the 
reafon why in former ages the newly eilablifhed cities 
l>ecame peopled in a fhorter fpace of time. In fa^« the 
country was filled with baniihed perfons who knew not 
whither to flee for refuge : as foon as ever an azylum 
was opened to them ; as foon as ever they entertained 
the leaft hopes of procuring in it the rights of citizens, 
rights which men Dorn free can never bear to lofe, thejr 
flocked to it from every quarter. It is thus that Rome 
became populous, and not in confequence either of the 
wifdom of her laws, or the perfection of her agriculture. 

Chapter Vin. page 277. line 6. The modera au- 
thor is the Prefidcnt Montefqaieo. 
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SECOND VOLUME. 



A. 
Achaia, when free, 175. , 

Advice to aU nacionsy 291, 292. 

AdvocztQs (or the good oU time, remarks on^ 8S« 

jd^/0, what, fiotf tf, 347. 

Agriculture, the only remedy for the decay of it fought 
in prayers and proceffiofis, 95, 96. A proof of 
the happinefs of the people, 1 80. State of it 
amongit the antients, 182. State of it in 
France, 253. 

^guejfeau, Mr. d% advances on arbitrary principle, 
notety 25. Short account of him, notek^ 26, 27, 

Aix la ChafelU, peace of, 293. 

Jlbigfnfisy ihort account of the, note py Si. 

Jlen^on, duke d', afked of France by the Dutch for 
their fovereign, 13^. 

Allodial property defcribed, notes, 38. 

Ambition, infatiable, recalled to reafon in the hour of 
payment, 140. » . ' 

Anatomy, its properties, 159. 

Ancus Martius, recalls the attention of the people to 
agriculture, 189. 

Andrew of Hungary ftrangled by his wife, Joan of 
Naples, ffoTf^, 99. 

AnirufiioneSi 
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jhtruftitmSf notett 17. 

Archipelago iflands^ when free» 175« 

Architeftare* prefent ftate of» 163. 

Jiri^fio preceded by Lafcaris and HernonymuS) 1 itf. 

Airagon^ its dependent iituation, 178* 

Arragonianty their former pri«i]c»s» notify 178. Dc* 
prived pi them by Philip the fecood, ihid. 

Afia, fitaation of the French and Engliih in that quar* 
ter, 295, ^96. 

Afiaminor^ when free, 175. 

^iTaffiaadony at Rome, the coofeqaencc of (aving the 
lives of guilty citizens, 213. 

Afir^ea^ a romance, thefubjedof it, note €% 273. 

Acheiiio breaks open the Ergaftvhh noie k^ zzj. 

^ Juftrega, what, not$ s^ 177. 

Auflria, privileges of its ftates, 177. 

Axiom, anew, gains footing in Eaiope, 132. 

B. 
Bacon, lord, his humorous account of the pbilolbp^y 
of the Greeks, nott /, 121. His q$j^rva^OD$ 
concerning too extravagant an admiration of 
authors, 110/^ ;ir, 125. Tracef oat the fcpence of 
phyficf, 127. What may be faid of hi|n, ihiJ. 
His ingenious obiervation on the fyllogifticai 
forms, and all logic, note gt 149. The firft 
who hath oppofed to this fpecious, but abfuni 
method, invention^ and, theology, ibid. His 
great contempt for the philofophy of t^ cate« 
chifm, ihid* • • • His novum organnm gfhm 6^, 
quoted^ Hid. 

SaiJiis, the nature of their office, w^es, 56^ 

Barbarians, their legillation and origin eqi^aU/ mu 
known^ 8. Their ppqueils eafy, 283^ . . 
. Btrbary, its fertility, notef^ 199, * 

Biff^ardf CbevaUer df^ " the knight witl^out fifi^r, and 
without reproach," ihorc account of, ftm «» 91^ 
92. 

Beafis, wild, their decreaft a proof of popjolauoii 
amongftthexnoderns, 231^ 232. 
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BedUt Mr, hy fhort accoant uf^ noteg^ 23. 

Beauforty Mr. dty cxpreffes his fentiments of the Pa- 
tricians with fingular freedom, notef^ 194. 

Bellt^y Mr. de^ author of the " Siege of Calais," ihort 
account oi note h^ 93. 

Benedidines, one of the leaft burdenfome orders of 
MQuks, .358. 

BeneficiutHi its fignification^ note f , 36. 

Bernardines, one of the lead burdenfome orders of 
Monks, 358. 

Birriy too feverely talced, 253, 

Bifiu^ps 4]^p the right of paffing ji^dgment ta all 
matters, 51. 

Blanch, the wife of Char les the fair» escapes theptxni&-« 
snent infilled on adi\ltery, by pleading the 
nilllity of her marriage, i^c. noteiyt 100. 

Boileauy his illiberal attack on Perranitf note /, 6$» 

Books are to difcoorfe what copper-plates are to pi^ures, 
.1 5Q. Hpw judged, Hid' What they arrogato 
to themfelves, i6id. The power which they 
ixercjfe, iiid. 

Soulaitt'villierj, count dff his writings enquired into, 10^ 
iffc. jfhort account of him, note I, 10. 

i?^ri// defcribe^» nfte m, $z. 

MroJ^y Peter de la^ faliely accofes the wife of Saint 
Lewis, and is afterwards haftged, note h^ io6. 

Brown, Dp£lor, fiflimate of the manners, and princi- 
ples of the times^ written )yj him, note /', 23 1 ; 

, quoted, ibid. 

Sniffelf Mr. de^ his conjefluriB9 concerning (he words 
fi'-^dy itnefidum and pradium^ not£ ^, 36. The 
reafons on which he grounds his ppini^n that 
France was governed during more than three 
hundred years as one grand hef, note a^ 50. 

Buat^ Mr. de, his •• Origenes** referred to, 17. 

Buffon^ Mr* dey compared to Demoilhenes, note kp 1 6q» 

Burney, Doftor, his •* Preftnt ftatc tf Mufic," Wr# 
commended, and referred to, ncte m^ 163. 

Bafching, Do^or, afciibes the alieraM9n in thegovenw 
menl of Aragon to Philip the iifthj wttet^ 178. 
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C. 

Ca-far, Jqlius, his commentaries quoted, 222, 22 j. 

•* Calais, Siege of,'* the extraordinary fuccefs of'thii* 
tragedy, note ^,93. 

Caligula, his wifh, 283. 

Callot probably borrowed models from Rahelais^ note f> 

107. 
Candia, the. long fiege of, note i, 284, 285. 

Capitals, which are the moft advantageous, note dy 270. 

Carolina compared with Sparta, 179. 

Carthaginians, tyrants over Spain, Sardinia, aodCor- 
fica, 175. 

Cafauhon^ Ifaac, and Meric, by whom turned iiito ri» 
dicule, note u, ^123. The obligations which 
they have conferred on the learned world, ilfid. 

Caflellans defcribed, note m, J£. 

Caflile, its dependent Situation, 178. 

Cat€chifm, the ftudy of it, afource of diforders, i^S* 

Ceorle defcribed, note /, 30. 

Cbantereauf Mr. de^ his explanation of the word Leuda^ 
note by 24. Short account of him, note i, 26. 
His conjcf inures concerning the words feod^ be- ' 

neficiuniy and pngdiumy note ^, 35. His advice to 
Lewis the thirteenth, after the defertion of hit 
followers, notea^ 49. 

Cbarlemagne digeRed and amplified the laws enaded • 
befMre his reign, note a, g. * 

Charles of Anjou receives the inveftiturc of Naples, 
and Sicily, note /y 98. , . 

Charles the fecond of England governed by the dutchefs 
of Portfmouth, 136. 

Cbatillon, Gaucber de^ (hort account of, note a, gi* 

Chi:mi(lry, its properties, 159, i6q. 

Chefter field, earl of, his fine charafler of Monte/quieut 

\n0teb9 M*' 
^Chivalhy, remarks on, 107. The dlflblute and incon- 
fiftentchara^ler of its profeflbrs, 108, 109, 110, 

Choi/eitly duke of, his difmi/non, note ^t 3^9* 

ChrilUans 
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Chriflian the fecond of Denmark, his barbarity^ i6g^ 

Churches, reformed, the advantages attending theit 
fi^paration, 167. 

Churchill, Mr. Charles, defcribes a land of famin«» 
notiy, 208. 

Cicerb quoted, note i, 197. 

CifeauXf abbe de, his barbarous advice at the iiege of 
BezierSf wtef^ 80. 

CiairauU^ Mr, ihort account of, note i^ 158. 

Clement f Jaquesy who, notef^ 275, 276» 

Clovis, his adventure with a Sicambrian foldier con- 
cerning a vafe, note r, 37. 

Club, explanation of the word, noten^ 72. 

CceuTt Jaquesi' (hort account of him, note ty 84. Ill 
requited for introducing a fpirit of commerce in 
France, 85. 

Cohmbierey Mr, de^ his bigotted account of Simon di 
Monf/brtt note fi 80. 

Colonies, Engliih, and the Mother- Country, coti- 
fequence of the difputes between them, 295* 

Columbus, the ufes which he mj^de of his difcoveries 
and conquefb, 32, 

Columella quoted, notes Uy 182, at, 183, j^, 184, by ig^^ 
/, 198, /«, 198, Oy 199, and qy 202. 

Commerce, what would have been its fituation under 
fome particular circumflances, 1^7. The ex- 
> teniion of it by every mean impoliuc and unjuft, 
279. Compared to a galley-flave, noteify 306. 

Commons, diviiions of, noteiy 291. 

Compafs, the advantages attending its invention, 13a* 

Concluiion of this work, 366, lie, fcfr. 

Conradin, duke of Swabia, taken prifoner, and exe» 
cuted at Naples, notefy 99. His gallant con* 
dud on the icafFold, ibid* « 

Controverfy, the efFedh of its flame, i68. 

Corn, advantages arifing from its exportation, 245* 
' Cortezy Fernandoy finds the feodal government eilablifh- 
ed at Mexico, note py 34. The ufes which he made 
of his difcoveries and conquefts, 132, 
Vol.. IL C c Couc3^ 
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INDEX. 

Cokcjf Engusrrand dt^ ihort account of, note a, 91* 

Goants defcribed notegj 23. 

Crufades, the paifion for them becomes epidemical^ 79. 

Carrent fpeeies of a nation to be employed in a finall 
portion, 270*. 

D. 

D'A^mberU Mr. account of, noU >', 1 57. 

DoHte precedes Lafcaris and Hernonymus, 1 16« 

D^A'vauXi Count, his negociations quoted, 31J, 3i6» 
His family, note r, ihid, 

Denmark mildly governed,^ wote ^. 173^ 

Depopulation the^ mod eafily repaired alter plagues, 

note Sf 246* 

De/cartesj Mr. his difcovcry, 160. # 

Deferter, Pruflian, his reply to a queflion fiDm his fo- 
vereign, note r, 38. 

Defpotifm, its tyrannical exertions over the underftand- 
ing at the revival of literature, 167. 

Di^onary, the biographical, referred to for an 9Xr 
count of Monie/^uieUf note 6, 14. 

Dinan, the dreadful florm of, noted, 95. 

Druids averfe from war, 223, 224. 

DuBosy Ahbi, his writings enquired iifto, 10, Cffc. 
Short account of him, note by 1 1 • Proves that 
the government was not the fame amongft all the 
German tribes, note: d^ 18. His opinion con- 
cerning the government of the Frauks, 25. 

Ducanges Mr. writes the " Glofikire de la baflc lati- 
nite," ^6^ His account of the popalation of 
France, note /, 249. 

Ducloss Mr* def writes the life of Lewis the eleveath^ 
note €, 95* 

Dukes defcribed, notegy 23. 

Durfiy ihort account of, note e, 273, 274. His ro- 
mance, ibid, 

E. 

Eaftem empire, its fubverfion a fecondary caufe of the 
revival of literature, 120. 

Egypt, 



INDEX* 

Egypt, its fertility, note py 19$. 

Eledlricity, its effefls, 161. 

Encyclopediey its charafter, note i^ 158, note Hi 166. 

England, the happy cpnfequences of its inteftine com- 
motions, 59. Its conflitution enquired into, 6 1> 
13€. What compa-red to, 65. Enjoyed fooner 
than France the advantages of commerce and 
agiiculture, note », 86. State of it under Mary 
and Philip the fecond, 170. Its happy advan- 
tages over other nations, note yy 256. Number 
of its inhabitants, notey^ 256, 257. Its natio- 
nal debt, note «, 335. Its advantages, 338. 

Englilh, the low condition of their ileets and armies^ 
under Charles fhe'i^corid, 136. Perceive that 
they wafte their treafure in endeavouring, to pull 
down the Grand Monar que ^ 140. Their lobour- ^ 
ers earn more than the Scotch labourers, 26o» 
note ay 261. Their country people well clad, 
^62, 263. Melancholy and difcontented, 264, 
novir liable to lofe their poiTeflions in Bengal, 
296, note w, 297. Their exclusive fpirit in 
matters of commerce, 291. Which are their 
real mines, ibid* 

]Bpimenides, his wakening unlike the wakehihg of phi- 
lofophy, 75. 

Epirus under regal authority, 175. 

Erafmus, 75. 

Eunus breaks open the Ergaftulay note hy zij. 

Expillyy Abbiy calculates the, increafe of populadon in 
France, from the plague in 1720, 209. En- 
quires into the population of France, note q^ 
241. 242. 

F. ' 

Fencers, goodi Auftrian and Fruflian troOpe compared 
to them, 297, 298. 

/^-o^ improperly tranflated, note q^ 35. 

Feodal government, a flriking inilance of it dill exift- 
ing, noteo^ 33. 

Ft dele 5 defcribed, note c, ij» 

C c 2 . Floiws.^^^ 
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Florence,^ its peculiar good fortune, ii8. A new 
Athens, but exceeding it, ibid* 

Florus quoted, note hj 227. 

Flour, exorbitant price uf it, note h, 262, Affize on 
it to redrefs the neceilities of the poor, 263. 

Fogs and clouds, how caufed, note q 9 203. 

Fontenetie, Mr. de^ his " dialogues des morts," referred 
to, note ft 147. 

Forman, Mr. tranflates the account of the ancient par- 
liaments of Paris by Boulaiu'vilUersy note i, 10. 

Founders, antient, of monafleries, how worfe than 
the Egyptians, 368. 

France, new forms creep into its ancient conftitution, 
60. Its conilitution farther enquired into, 66, 
l^c. Its monarchy eflablifhed by war, feems to 
have been devoted to a perpetual war, ,77, fcff. 
When only it may be faid to have enjoyed a real 
ftate of peace, 83. Always the leall dependent 
on Rome, 171. Privileges of its provinces, 178. 

Francis the firil of France, his fine capitulation, 72. 
His character, 103. His attachment to Clement 
Maroty 105. The diforder of which he died, 
• notepy J 06. 

Franks, their ridiculous laws, hote Uy 41. 

Franklin, Dodlor, compared to Prometheus, 161. 
Highly complimented by Signor Beccaria, note /, 
161. 

Fredum Aetcnhediy note t, 40. 

French, the, perceive that they purchafe the glory of 
their monarchs at too dear a price, i^j.©. In 
what re(pedls happy, 277. 

G. 

Gaillardy Mr, de, his fine charadler of Saint Lewis re- 
ferred to, note qy 81. Author of two excellent 
performances, note my 103. 

Garaffiy a Jefuit, infults the memory of Pafquier, 
note my 68* 

Camiery Abbiy his opinion concerning the Franks, 
note Ct 18. 

Qmtu 
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Gazette litteraire commended, mte «f, 2 Jy. 

Geometry^ mifapplication of the term, note b^ i^6i 1^7. 

German empire, advantages enjoyed by its free cities, 
1 74. Miferable' condition of its little fiates^ 25 2. 

Germany, defcription of its courts and princes, 46. 
Its conftitation enquired into, 60. A great part 
of it prefcribes limits to the power of Charles 
the fifth, 1 69. Shakes off the yoke of the Pope, 
and Ferdinand the fecond, ibid. Its dates little 
inclined to attack eacl^ other, 297. 

Glory, intoxication of, recalled to reafon in the hour 

of payment, 140. 
Gold ^nd ^Iver the real monarchs of Europe, 133. 

Government, feodal, remarks on the, i, fcTc. A 
llriking inftance of it in Ukraine^ note 0, 33* 
And amongft the Timanots, note f, 34. 

Granijelley Cardinal, the caufe of an iinportant revo- 
lution, 169. 

Grapes did not ripen north of the Cevennes, mte f , 
201, 20Z. 

Graphions defcribed, note g^ 22. 

Greece compared with the Dutch and Helvetic con- 
federacies, 174. 

Greeks, the, might have fucceeded in letters arid arts, 
without having improved their fyflem of politics, 
147. Continually tormented by exterior and 
civil wars, ihiii. Vanity their general principle, 
ibid. On what occafion they could not drink 
out of the cup of glory without being intoxi- 
cated, 148. Bring their language all at once 
to perfeiflion, ibid. An inconvenience refulting 
from it, ibid, 

Gretry^ Mr. a celebrated French mufician, his cha- 
racter, nofe m, 1 64. 

Gronovius, by whom turned into ridicule, note u^ 123. 
The obligations which he hath conferred on the 
learned world, ibid. 

Guerin, his barbarities and fate, note », 104. 

Cuflavus eftablifhes civil and religious liberty in Sweden, 
169. 

C c J Hearth* 
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H. 

Hearth-moneyy tax 6f it/ defcribed, 247, fcfr. 

Hel'vetiuSf Mr. his culogium referred to, note dy ^6j. 

Henaultp Preiident, his opinion concerning the autho- 
rity of the kings, and the origin of the nobi- 
lity, notek, 2^» Short account bf him ^ xofek, 28. 

Hen>y the fourth, his method of railing the fupplies 
for carrying on the Spaniih war* 43* Queiiion 
arifing from the fuppofition of his having been 
beaten by Alexander of Parma, 134. Encou- 
rages toleration, 171. Amafles great treafurcs, 

34J» 342- 
Herbert, Mr. writes on the freedom of the corn trade, 
note i, 279. 

Hernonymus preceded by Dante, and Petrarch, 116. 

Herodotus, his calculations cpntradidlory and extra- 
vagant, 216. 

Hefle prcfcribes limits to the power of Charles the 
fifth, 169. 

Hetman defcribed, note 0, 33. 

Hogarth, Mr. a comparifbn drawn from the fubjeft of 
one of his prints, 172. 

Holland, why enjoying a free government, 176. 

Hollanders get poffeffipn of that gold with which it vvas 
Intended to accomplish their flavery , 133. How 
they laviih it away, i&id. Alk a fovereign from 
France, 135. 

Hooke, Mr. exprefles his fentiments concerning the 
Patricians with fihgular freedom, 194. 

Horace quoted, notey^ 86. 

Horatius Cocks ^ note d^ 191. 

Human underl^anding, parallel between its progrcfs, 
and the method of inttrudion purfued in fchools, 
52, ^c. 

Hume, Mr. his account of the Serfs of the Anglo- 
Saxons, note fy 20. Referred to, and commend- 
ed as an hillorian, 28. His remarks on the fub- 
jea of infeofFments, note «:, 51. Referred to, 
note ki 65. Mentions a law enabled by Athel- 

Aan, 
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fian, for the encouragement of commerce and 
agriculture^ note u, 86. His obfervation on the 
martyrdoms during the reign of Mary of Eng- 
land, note fy 170. Defcribes Che climate of 
Italy as antiently co]der thaB at prefent, 200. 
His difcourfe on ^^ the populo^fnefs of amitnt no- 
tions^^ commended, 205, 206. Extrafts from it, 
208, 209, 210, 21 1» 212, 213^ 914, 2169 2I7» 
* 232, note m. Commended, 334. DiiTented 
from, 335, 541. His opinion of the conie* 
quence of giving the .convent»Iands to the no- 
bility, 359. . ■ * 

J&L. 

Jews cnormoufly taxed, 47. The barbarity with which 
they .were treated, 86.* One of them fen tenced 
to have a tooth drawn daily, note u, 86. 

Blyrium under regal authority, 175. 

India, Eajl, Company, what would have been their il- 
tuation under fome particular circumftances, 1 37. 

Infanta of Spain, queflion arising from the fuppofition 
of her having been married to a prince of Lor- 
raine, and of each having governed France, ac- 
cording to the laws of Plulip tbe fecond, 134. 

Joan of Burgundy*accufed of adultery, but received 
again by her hufband Philip, note i, 100. 

John, duke of Burgundy ilabbcd, note n, 102. 

John, ^ king of England, his barbarity to a Jew> noteu,, 
86. 

Ireland, number of its inhabitants, 257. 

Iriih, the liotig of the Englilh, 339. Reftraint on the 
importation of their proviiions, thid» Carry on 
a trade with America, 340. 

Italy„ part of its coafts, when free, 175. Alteration 
in its climate, 200» Population of it coniider- 
ed, 227, 228. 

Juilice, the difpenfation of it an advantageous trade, 47.. 

Juvenal quoted, note r, 203. 

K. 

K.nights and BurgelTes did not at firfl; compofe the fame . 
houfe, note k% 64. 

Cc4 Labour, 
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L. 

Labmir, price of it in fome parts of Scotland, noua, 261. 

Labourers in England, their wages, neu b^ 261, 262. 

Lacerdaj the conftable, afTaflinated by Charles the 
wicked, note », 102. 

Latlj notecf 17* 

Lafcaris preceded by Dante and Petrarch, 1 1 6. 

Latimer, bifhop of Worcefter, his prophetical obferva- 
tion at the flake, note 0, 1 70. 

Leo the tenth, an enquiry into the principles which 
led him to the encouragement of arts and fci- 
ences, 1 19. Becomes the indiredl caufe of the 
difaflers Attending literature, 1 26. His mag- 
nificent encouragement of the fciences drains 
his treafury, ibid. Replenifhes it by the trade 
,of indulgencies, ibid. Only magnificent and 
voluptuous, 130. 

Leprofy, its fatal efFcdls, S^. 

Letters, the revival of, at what period, 113. Service- 
able in the attack again A defpotifm^^ and fuper- 
ftition, 167. 

teud/e^ note c, ij, ♦ * 

Lewis, Saint, ifTues the ordinance called the rojai qua- 
rantiney note Cy 56. His moral vertues, 66. Is 
led away by the general fuperflition, 81. His 
charaaer finely drawn by Mr. Gaillard referred 
to, note q^ ibid, 

Lewis the eleventh, his deteflable charadler, 102. 

Lewis the twelfth, the diforder of which he died, 
note pi 106. 

Lewis the thirteenth, his wars refembled the agitation 
of the waves after a florm, 128. Engaged m 
reprefUng revolts, itg. 

Lewis the fourteenth, avails himfelf of the fatiety which 
former trorfbles had occafioned, 128. His per- 
fonal accomplilhments admired to a degree of 
enthufiafm, 129. Remark of the lady who 
danced with him, ibid. The whole nation 
formed the fame opinion, ibid. Defcription of 
bis court, 1 30. On what occasion he felt un- 

eafinefs* 
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cafinefs, ihid. His kingdom tke firfl peaceabia 
afylum of letters, ihid. Fond of luxury and 
pleafure, but more fond of war, ibid' The (leps 
which he would have taken under fome parti- 
cular circumflances, 135, 136. The French 
not abfolutely reconciled to his wars, 315. 

Liberty more general in the prefent times than during 
any former period, 175. Extinguifhed in the 
Eaft at the death of Alexander, ibid. The an* 
cient and modern liberty- compared, 177, {ffc. 

Limofin too feverely taxed, 253. 

Liyy quoted, note dj 191, note ty 192. 

Lock, Mr. oppofed to Solon and Lycurgus, 179. 

Logofnania^ the natural confequences of it, 149. 

Lorrain, a prince of, queftion arifing from the fuppofi- 
tion of his having been niarned to an Infanta of 
Spain, and of each having governed France, ac- 
cording to the laws of Philip the fecond, 134. 

Lowvoisy Mr, dij fecrctary at war, by what means he 
might have been idolized by a people whom he 
filled wiih terror, noted, 143. 

M. 

Mally, Abbe, his writings enquired into, 10, fcTr. 
Short account of him, «o/^ ^, 12. His opinion 
concerning the government of the Franks, 14, 
l^c. Referred to for an account of the privi- 
leges granted under the feodal government to 
the commons, note s, 47. • • 

Macedonia under regal authority, 175. 

Manfred, his death, and the Succeeding misfortunes of 
his family, notef, 98. 

Manufcripts, ancient, uncertain when they dcfcribe 
numbers, 216. 

March, the field of, note gf 21. 

Margaret of Burgundy, contidled of adultery, and 
flrangled, note i, 100. 

Martnontel, Mr.de, fhort account of, note 1, 165. An 
amiable inftance of his charity, ibid. 

Marigny, Enguerrand de^ falls a facrifice to the jealoufy 
of Charles tie Valois^ note k, \0Q. 

Marotf 
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l^i4rot9 Clement^ fhort accopnt of, nouo^ lo;. 

Mary of England, the siumher of executioas dunnj" 
her fhprt reign, 87. 

MaiTacre of C airier esznd Merittdoley note n^ lo^.. 

Mathematics, improvement ia that fcience, i56> 1^7* 

H 

Maoritania, its fertility^ ^note f^ 200. 

May, the Eeld of, note gt z\. 

Medici^ the family of, the reftprers of arts ^nd fciences^ 
118. An enquiry into the principles which led 
them to this encouragement, ii8,55ff. Threat- 
ipn^d by a terrible coafpir^cy, 1 19. 

Mendicants, their impudence, fuperftitioni and ex« 
portions. 

JdeJJenct^ Mr, dey enquires into the population of France^. 
note p^ 241. 

Metajiafio, his ch^^ra^er, note m, 163. Defcribed by 
Doftor Burney, ilid. 

Mexico, its feodal eilablifhment difcovered by Cortez^. 
Kotef, 34. 

Mezeraij the reafons on which he grounds his opinion 
after Brujel, that France was governed during 
more than 300 years, as one Grand Fief, note «» 
50^ Some account of this author, ibid, 

Michaudierey jtfr. de la^ enquires ii^to tln^ population of 
France, note fy 241. 

Mifpofcope, its properties, 159. 

Millers, and Mealmen, their exorbitant gains, note bx 
263. 4 

Mind, in what Situation compared to a bird in a room,^ 
noteg, 59 . 

Maliere, the method by which his philofopher teaches an 
old fcholar the vowels, 288. 

Monarque, Grand, by whom, and to whom this name 
is applied, 140. 

Monks 
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V 

Monks, their number in France^ 3j6. More nnfpf^ 
viceable than foldiersy i^/V. 

Montagm, hi3 work the moil philofophical of any In 
France, 127. Of no efFedl in his time, i^id* 
What may be faid of him, i^id. Commended^ 
note J f 127. 

Montefquieut Prefident, threw new light on the fubjei^ 
of the feodail government, but was refuted, 8. 
His charadler finely drawn by the earl of Chefter- 
field, note hi 12. Anecdotes relating to his lai| 
moments, noteh^ 14, 15. Account of his ma- 
tt ufcripts, ibid. Efpoules the caufe of the Pa- 
tricians, note fy 194. His opinion concerning 
the government of the Franks, 26. His ejic- 
cellent obfervation concerning the tranquility of 
an opprefled ftate, note g^ 277. 

Montfort^ Simon de^ his fhocking expedition againft the 
Albigen/esy note py 80. 

Morellety Abbey his valuable . dictionary of commef ce« 
note ky 289* 

Mo&s, his bold hyperbole, 159. 

Munfler, peace of, commended, 72. 

Munfler, the treaty of, its confequences, 1 28. 

Muratoriy his work, 376. 

Mufic, its powers and progrefs, 163. 

N. 
Nabobs defcribed, V0/^ /, 34, 

National advantages may b^ too dearly bought, 173. > 

miational debt, remarks concerning the, 3 14, l^c. l£c* 

Nations, conquered, recover from a flate Qf defolation, 
if not tranfported, 235. / 

Nations, modern, their origin the fame, 5, 

Newton, Sirlfaac, his difcovery, 161. 

i^i'vermis 
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Kivsmois Me de^ tiompbfed the mufic to a ballad farce 
by Renault y note z^, 28. 

Ntima divides the Roman citizens into companies* 
mtezy 187. ■ 

o. 

Omras defcribed, note p^ 34. 

Oppede, his cruelties, note n, 104. 

Orleans, Lewis duke of, aiTaiTmated at Paris, loi* 
note n, lOz, 

• P. 

■I 

Painting, the prcfent flate of, 163. 

Palatines defcribed, note m, 32. 

Falaye, Mr. de la Curne de Ste, his remarks on chivalry, 
io2y 109,. 1 10. . 

Paris, the prefent archbifhop of, in what refped an ad- 
mirer of the good old time, mte n, 165. 

Parma, Alexander of, queftion arifing from the fup- 
pofition of his having beaten tienry the fourth 
of France, 134. 

» 

Pa/quier, his opinion of the new Hates general of 
France, note m, Sj, Short accoiuic of him, 
note m, 6S. 

Paterculus, Velleius, quoted, note «, 89. 

Patricians too favorably reprefented by hiftorians, 194. 

Peace, the kings, 57. The public peace, ibid. 

Peace, its frequent returns what compared to, 141. 
* Highly advantageous to the progrefs of reaioil 
and phiJofophy, ibid. 

Peace of 1762, 294. 

Pelloutiery Mr, writes the hiilory of the Celtae— ftiort 
account of him, note I, 30. 

Peloponncfus, when free, 175. 

Penn, 
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Penn, William, oppofed to Solon and Lycurgus, 1 79. 

Pennant, Mr, his tour in Scotknd referred to for the 
flate of agriculture in a part of chat kingdoBi, 
TK^teyt ZQ-j. Quoted, note a ^ 261. 

Penfylvania compared with Sparta, 179. 

People, the really inftrufted, an enquiry into thrir con- 
dition, 152, l^c. 

Pergohfe, his charadler, note my 164. 

Pericles made his age the age of fine arts in Athens, 
note Sy 120.. ' 

Period, the, gives the finiihing ftroke to certain dif- 
orders, 149. 

PerrauJty fhort account of him, note /, 65. * 

Petrarch precedes Lafcaris and Hernonymus, 116. 

Phenicians, the, peopled Europe and Africa, 6. 

Philip Auguftus, of France, his heroic anions jufUfied 
the conduct which the people placed in him, 66« 

Philip the Fair, of France, his regulation for the fup- 

preflion of civiLwars, 56. An inconiideMte^ 

ambitious, a^id covetous prince, 66. The rea- 

fons why his reign is become one of the mod in* 

lerefting periods of the French hiftory, 6^, 

I ^ ^ 

Philip de Valois, an impolitic and tyrannical prince, 

note ^» 93* 

{^hilip the fecond, of Spain, the numerous executions 
during his reign, ij. In whatrefpeft like Philip 
of Macedon, 132. 

Philip the fifth, of Spain, note «r, 294. 

Philofophical difputes, their fatal efFe^ when united 
with bigotry, and an intolerant fpirit, 125. 

Philofophy arifes on the ruins of opinion, i69. Its 
bufinefs when united with reafon and found ^0* 

Phyfics, 
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Phyfics, thcfdenceof, defcHbcd, i6o. 

Foctry begins to improve in France and England, 127. 
Its properties, 162. Its powers and progrefs, ibid* 

Political difputes a|-e feldom dangerous, 275. 

Polybius quoted, 224. ' 

Poors rate in England, its amazing amount, note %, 259. 

Population^ a proof of the happinefs of tlie people, 
180, ^c. That of later times enquired into, 
233, ^c. 

Portfmouth, dutchefs of) governs Chju-les the fecond of 
England, 136. 

Power, balance of, enquiry into it, 134. 

Prajlin, due de^ his difmifCon, note f , 309* 

Prayers and proceffions, the only remedies propofcd 
during the good old timet in order to alleviate ca« 
lamities, 95. 

Fremontriy the order of, one of the leaft burdenfomc 
amongft the Monks, 358. 

Pri^fts, Roman Catholic, their legiilation unfavorable 
to propagation, 234. 

frinces, modern, more wifely magnificent than the 
Roman emperors, 162. 

Printing, the art of, particularly fcrvideable at the re- 
vival of literature, 150. - 

Provinces, United, under what circuniftahces thejr 
would have undergone a violent perfccution, 136. 

Provifions, their cheapnefs in the time of Polybius^ 
notecy 19b. . ♦" 

Pruffiai king of, his reply to a defei'ter, note r, 38. 
Th^ difficulties attending his campaigns, 284^ 

Pyreniean treaty, its confequences, 128. 

Qacbcc> 
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* Quebec, covered with ice daring a great part of the 
year, 204. 

R. 

RaieiaiSf fliort actount of, tidte ^,107. A fcarce book 
containing prints from the defigns of this author, 
is fuppofed to have furnifhed die famous C^Iot 
with models> i6id. :, 

itac^, the tranflator of Milton, n&te c» 190. 

Rajas defcribed> note p^ 34. 

** Real Grievances," quoted, note z, 259. 

Reformers defcribdd, 167. 

**Rcgifter, the Annual," referred to for the charade 
of Monte/quieuy by the earl of Chefteriield, 
note ^,14* 

Religious orders, a decreafe in their numbers, 244. 

Rhodoman, by whom turned into ridicule, note u, 123. 
The obligations which he hath conferred on the 
learned world, ihid. 

Ricbelieuj <ardinal de^ his plan for eftablifbing the fu* 
periority of the houfe of Bourbon, 128. 

Riches, the love of, after having alHidVed, comfort and 
relieve human nature, 141. 

Rtpuariii note o 17. 

Robertfon> Dodlor, referred to, and commended as an 
hillorian, 28. 

Romans, the, exercifed a. fovereigti authorii!^ within 
the conquered provinces, 175. 

Rome the reiidence 'of an intolerant fpirit, 17 1« Her 
different fituations. 

Routh,^ Father, an Iriih |efuit, cndeavdurs to «)b Won* ^ 
u/quieu of his ]pspQrs, note i, 14, 15. Publilhes 

a pre- 







INDEX, 
a pretended letter after the death of Montr/quieuf 

S. 

Salnt'Maur^ Mr. de, tranflates Milton, l^c.notee^ 190. 

Sainte Palayef Mr. de la Curne de^ his obfervations on 
chivalry quoted^ 108, tsfc. 

Salic lands ditfcribedy note s, 38. 

Salmafins, by whom turned into ridicule, mu », 123.. 
The obligations which he hath conferred on the 
learned world, Hid. 

Saferna quoted, note p 202. 

Saxons, an account of their government, 29, £«fr. 

Siucony prefcribes limits to the power of Charles the 
fifth, 169. 

Scaligers, by whom turned into ridicule, note u, 123. 
.The obligations which they have conferred on 
the learned wfrld, ih'd, 

Scholialts unjuflly treated with contempt, 123. The 
fervices which they have conferred on litera- 
ture, ilid. 

Science, monopoly in it, what, 151. 

Scotch labourers earn Icfs than Englifh labqnirers, 260, 
. note A, 261. 

Scotland improved fince the lafl rebellion, notey, 207. 
Unprejudiced account of it by Mr. Pennant^ 
ibid. Vindicated from illiberal afperfions, notej^ 
208. Number of its inhabitants, 257. Tout 
IB it quoted, note a, 261. Its difadvantages, 339* 

Sculpture, the prefent ilate of, 163. 

Silver and Gold, the real monarchs of Europe, 133. 

Sla,ves^ ancient, their miferable fituation, 210, note a^ 
^ zit. A calculation of their numbers, 226. 

Sobiefy^ 




INDEX, 

Sobiifyj JhbnyW^ fine apology for Ae troobles wUd^ 
te brought on bis country, note n, 238. 

Society, how far advanced towards happinels, 152, £^r. 

Solisf DonJniofuodey his hiflo^y referred to, m/^ /, 35* 

Spain, the refidence of deipotifm, 171. 

Spaniards, the ufes to whkh they applied die riches of 
the new world, 132. Become weak in propor* 
tion as they become rich, 133. Under what 
circumflances they would have grown fiill more 
defpotic and intolerant,- 134, 135. 

Statiouariif note c, 17* * 

Starofyf what, notey, 44* 

Stevens, Robert and Henry, by whom tamed into ri- 
dicule, noteuf 123. The obligations which they 
have conferred on the learned world> /^/V. 

Strabo quoted^ 204. 

Subiillance, the flandard of popuktioB> 254. 

Superflition, its tyrannical exertions over the under^ 
flanding at the revival of letters, 167. 

Swedes, under what circumflances it muft have been 
doubtful whether they would have carried their 
arms into Germany, 134. Their charader, 168, 

Switzerland, why enjoying a free government, 176. 

SvUogifm, the, gives the finifhing ftroke to certain dif- 
orders, 149. 

T. 

Tacitus, doubtful whether he had a perfect knowledge 
of the government peculiar to the Germans,, 
i7» «8. 

Tamerlane introduces the fcodal government into the 
Indies, note fy 34. 

Vol. n- D d Tax^ 
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I N D E X. 

TaXj, crn^l method of colleding it, 501. 

Tax of France, of England, and of Holland, 302, ^r. 

Telefcope, its properties, 159. 

?irr;n/W/tf, when introduced, 188. 

Teraffbttf AhhSy his ingenious remark, 57. Short ac- 
count of him, notify 57. 

Theogony, w%at, notecy 147, 

Thrace under regal authority, 175* 

Tbungins delcribed, note g^ 22. 

Timariots, their feodal government defcri^ed by Mr, 
de Voltaire^ note py 34. 

Times, the prefent* advantages of, 141. The caufes 
of the/e advantages enquired into, 144. 

" Tour in Scotland," by Mr. Pennant, quoted, note a,, 
261. 

Townfliend, the late Mr. Charles; noteyy 258. 

^r^arg-za D^/ defcribed, note h^ 55. 

Trolly his barbarity, 169. 

^rudaine Meffieurs^ Ihort account of, note r, 244. ^ The 
firft who gave freedom to commerce^ nctt p^ 306. 

Truth, what compared xo\ mta g^ 59. 

Varro quoted, .«^^ «f, 198. 

Vauhany Marjhal de^ ihort account of, note *, 240, His 
enumeration of the inhabitants of France, note 

Ty ZJ^Z. 

Vaudoisy their unhappy fate, note ny 104. 

Vegetation, the firft of manners and cuftoms, what pe- 
riod may be called fo, 53. 

Velh^y Abbe dey fome account of, note e, 97. His opi- 
nion of the Cruftders, 98, 

Venetians, 
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I N D. E X. 

Venetians, the, carry on the war without borrowings 
note /» 3 1 7 • 

Venice, remarks on its conAitation, 73. 

/>r<z/4^«x» explained, mtt n, 198. 

yillatity Mr, de, his account of the popalation of 
France, note t, 247, &c. 

Virgil quoted, note l^ 198. 

Vifigoths, their ridiculous laws, note Xy -^i. 

Vkraine, the, a ftriking inftance of the prefent exift- 
cnce of a feodal government, noteo^ 33. 

Voltairey Mr. de^ his obfcrvatiOns concerning the feodal 
. . government, note /, 34. A remark on his per- 
formances, note p^ 35. Compared to ^^w^f'ii^^, 
and Albanoy 87. His judicious obfervation con- 
cerning Rome, and the pope, ii6. His re- 
mark on Lewis the Fourteenth cancelled by a 
tranflator, note x^ 206. Commended and quot« 
\ cd, 234, 235. 

Wallace, Mr. a paflage in his DiJ/ertation on the numhers 
0/ mankind cen{\ircdf note ^^ 201. Quoted, /^/V. 
Some account of the work, and tlie French 
tranflation of it, note Xf 206. £xtra£ts from it, 
218, 219, 220> 221, 222, 223, 224. note Jb, 
228, 229. Account of his other publications^ 
note iy 230, 231. 

//^/^i& defcribed, note o^ 77. 

Weregylde dcfcribed, note ff| 33» Still prevails in Po« 
land, ibid. 

Weftphalia, peace of, 126. 

Weftphalia, treaty of, confirms the privileges of parti- 
cular powers, 169. 

.William the. Third could not abfolutely reconcile the 
Dutch to his wars, 315. 

Dda Wit' 
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CORRECTIONS 



INDEX* 
if^iWiagtmet iefctihtd, uettg, 22. 

I 

Woman, a faperftitiousy breaks the ice of the Tyberi 

2P3' 

Wood more plentiful in ancient, than in modern times, 
204. 

World, hiflory of, what the two great epochs in it, 6. 

X. 

Xenophon, His memorabilia referred to, note ft 147. 
Efteems \$, eafy to be a good farmer^ 215. Hb 
Pfopofition to the Atheniand, noteu, 331. 

Z. 

Zaimats described, note p^ 34. Preferve thfi feodal 

fydem, ihid* \ 
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CORRECTIONS FOk THE SECOND VOLUME 

OF THE ORIGINAL. 

Fage 14. l-aj. inftead of "oa trouve," read "on 

trouve/* 
Page 15. 1. 20. inftead of « Piaftes," read "Palatins." 
Page 32, 1. 27. inftead of ** 50215,'* rtad **^ 602 15.'* 
Page 57. L 27. inftead of " Hieronyme," r^ad "i* Her- 

nonyme.*' 
Page 58. 1. 26. inftead of *^*cc devroit," read **cc 

devoir." 
Page 93. note 4* 1. i. inftead of "Hoggartli," read 

" Hogarth." 
Page 122. K 19. inftead of <* ii)^ mille," read *'foix- 

ante mille." 
Page 122. 1. 19. inftead of **dht mille," read *^cent 

mille." 
Page 126. !• 10. inftead of" foixante fix," read "foix- 

anjte." 
Page 130.- 1, 25. inftead of "js'eft par," read "s'eft 

pa..." 
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' CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS 

FOR THE 
SECOND VOLUME OF THE TRANSLATION. 

• 

Page 6. 1. 1 8. inftead of " iuondations," read "inun- 
dations." 
Page 9. 1. 4. inftead of " Dolondus," read ** Mr. Dol- 

land." 
Page 10. note (It J I. 25. inftead of **work," read 

** publication*" 
Page 125. note (b) 1. 23. inftead of " le Grece>" read 

"laGrece." 
Page 2S. note (k)\,^j. inftead of "France,** read 

"France.," . "^ 

Page 28. note (k) 1. 20. inftead of " intimitation,** 

read " imitation." 
Page 36. note (q) L 23. inftead of "novel,'* read 

" nouvel.** • 
Page 37. note (r) I. 7. inftead of " and without rc- 

ferve adjufted to," read " adjafting it without re* 

ferve to.** .. . 

Page 41. TiXitG (x) \.t, inftead of "pyiiciajis." read 

phyficians." ' 

Page 47. 1. I. inftead of "are neglefled," read "were 

negledled." 
Page 49. bote (A) 1. 1-4. inftead of ^'councillor," read 

" councellor." 
Page 56. note faj I.32. inftead of "too,** read "two.** 
Page 52. 1. 15. inftead of " were," read are." 
Page 55. note fhj 1. 2. inftead of " 1041, it,'* read 

" 1041. It." 
Page 59. note fg) 1. 6. inftead of " benencient," read 

" beneficent." 
Page 89. 1. 2. inftead of " this contempt of fentiments,** 

read " this miftake in our opinions." 
Page 98. note fej I. 10. inftead of "begun,** read 

"began." 
Page 103. note fmj 1. 8. inftead of " great kingdoms^** 

read "powerful kingdoms." 
Page 104. note CnJ 1. 4. inftead of "bolongcd,? read 

" belonged." 
Page 112. 1. 26. inftead of "principal,'* read "prin- 
ciple." / 
Page 121. 1. 9. inftjead of "gordion," read "gordian.** 

Page 



1 



■"^ 



>9 



y^ CORRECTIONS FOR THE SECOND VOLTJMft^ 

Page 126. 1. 15; inftead of ^Muftre, he contrived," read 

"luftre. He contrived.^' 
Page 131. 1. 10. after "France,^* add a note of in- 
terrogation. 
Page 139. 1. 7. inftead of " nyfus," read ^*nifas," 
Page 139 1. 8. after " refiftance," add a comma. 
Page 143. 1. 1. inftead of " bexifeiicient," read " be- 

neficgit.'* 
Page 166. the K at the bottom of the page ftiould 

ftand at line 16. 
Page 190. note^f^ 1. 2. inftead of " was,*' read **were. 
Page 192. note fej 1.2. inftead of " dividerenter, 

read " dividerentur,** 
Page 237. 1. 15. inftead of "law," read "Mr. Law." 
Page 250. note, ft J laft line of the page, inftead of 

"may be," read " might have been." 
Page 255., 1. 7. inftead of " an oeconomift," read "oeco- 

nom^ic^l." < * 

Page 280. 1. 10. inftead of " prefent of Europe," read 

" pKfcnt ftate of Europe." 
Page 29^1. 23. inftead of "if l-confult," read " if I 

confider." 
Page 297. 1. 20. inftead of "awkwark," read "awk- 
ward." 
Page 302. I. 23, inftead of "double the advantage," 

read " the double advantage." 
Page ..3 20. 1. 1. inftead of "ther," read "their." 
Page 326. 1. 6. inftead of " eight- feven," read "eighty- 

feven." 
Page 352. 1. 10. after the word "penny," add a mark 

of interrogation. H 
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